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PEEFACE. 



W HILE consulting Hickes*s Thesaurus^ my attention was sud- 
denly attracted by a reference to an Old English homily on the 
Finding of the Cross. Ascertaining that it had never been printed, 
and hoping that Old English students, who had read the beautiful 
legend of "Elene, or the Invention of the Cross/' in Kemble's 
edition of the Fercelli Poems^ might like to have a prose version 
of the story, I determined to edit it for the Early English Text 
Society. This homily is the first piece in our collection of Legends 
of the Holy Hood. It is printed from a MS. in the Bodleian 
Library, Auct. P. iv. ^i. 

While engaged upon this, I recollected that I had seen or heard 
of other Old English legends, and as soon as I could procure 
transcripts, I put them into print. Thus the work gradually grew 
larger and larger* while passing through the press, and a tolerably 
complete collection of legends, in an English form, concerning the 
Invention and Exposition of the Cross (celebrated by two festivals 
of the Christian Church) will be found in the present volume. 

A few Cross -poems have been added, one of which deserves 
special mention, namely, the ^'Dispute between Mary and the 
Cross" (p. 131). 

^ This fact will account for the strange arrangement of some of the pieces. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VUl PEBPACB. 

After the version from the Vernon MS. was printed, another and 
rather longer copy turned up in Royal MS. i8 A x, with some addi- 
tional verses on the " Festivals of the Church," in the same metre 
as the Cross-poem. These I have added in an Appendix. 

Of the second poem, on the " Finding of the Cross" (p. 19), I 
have printed two versions — one from the Ashmolean MS. 43, Bod- 
leian Library, of the latter part of the thirteenth century, which 
has been collated with an imperfect copy in Harl. MS. %%']T^ of the 
same date, which contains lives of the saints, &c. j the other from 
the Vernon MS., fourteenth century. 

As the history of Cyriacus, the brother of Stephen the martyr, 
is included in the legends relating to the " Finding of the Cross," 
I have also added two versions of the saint's life. 

The third legend (p. 6%) contains the history of the material 
out of which the Hood was made, from the time it was a pippin 
until it was wrought into a cross ^. It also relates the story " J9tf 
Fairice Clavorum,^^ which I have not met with elsewhere in an 
English form. 

This legend, as well as No. IV. (p. 87) and No. VII. (p. 11^2) 
are printed from Harleian MS. 4196, a bulky volume, containing 
metrical homilies and lives of saints in the Northumbrian dialect. 

"The Uplifting of the Holy Rood," No. V. (p. 98), is taken from 
iElfric's minster homilies in Cotton MS., Julius E vii. jElfric's 
discourse on the ^^ Finding of the Cross " will be found in Thorpe's 
edition of -^Ifric's Homilies. 

The sixth legend, " How the Holy Cross was found by St. Elene," 
is from the West-Midland version of the Cursor Mundi, Fair&x 
MS. 14, Bodleian Library^. 

The same story is found in the Northumbrian copy of the 
Cursor Mundi^ in the British Museum, Cotton MS., Vespasian A iii, 
and in a MS. belonging to the University Library of Gtittingen. 

^ A similar vendon of a portion of this stoiy, but of an earlier date, is printed in my 
Spedmem of Early English (p. 140). 

' For the transcript of the pieces from the MSS. in tlte Bodleian Library, I am 
indebted to Mr. G. Parker. 
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This legend on the " Finding of the Cross " is very different 
from the others abeadj noticed; and instead of the story of Judas 
or Cyriacus occupying a prominent place, it only comes in at the 
fag-end as an illustration of the diverse stories that are told of the 
Bood (p. 1 2,6). Instead of the ordinary legend, we get the story^ 
so well known to us all in the Merchant of Venice , of the merchant 
and the pound of flesh ^. 

All the pieces from I. to X. inclusive, are now for the first time 
printed. 

The next two pieces (XI. and XII. p. 154-169) are from Caxton's 
Golden Legend^ and these again supply a few particulars not found 
in the other legends. 

The ^' Symbols of the Passion " are now for the first time edited 
from Royal MS. 17 A 27, and Addit. MS. 22,029, collated with 
another copy without the illustrations in Addit. MS. 11,748. 

The curious illustrations are furnished by Professor de la Motte, 
who has kindly made the Society a present of those from the 
Addit. MS. 22,029. 

R. M. 

King's College, London, 
Feb., 1871. 



^ Kemble seemed to think that this legend was only contained in the Gottingen 
MS. He has rightly noticed its absence from the Midland version of the Cwnor 
in Trinity College Library. 
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INTEODTJCTION. 



§ I. The Finding of the Cross. 

XHe Inuencion of the holy crosse is sayd by cause that this 
daye the holy crosse was foimden' for tofore it was foiinden of seth 
in paradyse terrestre / Lyke as it shall be sayde hereafter : and 
also it was founden of salamon in the monte of lybane and of the 
quene of saba / in the temple of salamon And of the lewes in 
the water of pyscyne* And on this daye it was founden of Helayne 
in the mounte of caluarye / " 

These prefatory remarks to the " Invention of the Cross " in the 
Golden Legend (see p. 154) suggest the order in which a summary 
of the legends contained in the following pages should be written. 



J 2. The Finding of the Cross by Seth in Paradise. 

When Adam and Eve were driven out of Paradise for eating 
of the " apple tree," God promised to send them the oil of mercy 
(pp. 18, 19), wherewith they should be anointed and be healed of 
their sin-wounds which covered their bodies from *^ head to heel " 
to the number of ''sixty and ten " (p. 64). 

In the vale of Hebron Adam and Eve had passed more than 
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XU INTRODUCTION. 

nine hundred years in sorrow and woe. They had lost during this 
interval their two sons^ and as a kind of penance for their sins^ 
they remained apart for more than two hundred years^. At our 
Lord's bidding Adam and Eve came together again, and after 
a time Seth was born. When Adam was nine hundred and thirty- 
two years old^ he found himself enfeebled by toil^ sickness^ and 
old age, and he longed to die. But before his death he wished 
to be anointed with the oil of mercy. He calls Seth unto him 
and tells him of his ills (pp. 20^ 21). 

Seth has no idea what pain and Borrow mean^ and thinks that 
his father's sickness arises from a longing for the fruits of Paradise 
(p. 62). But Adam tells Seth of God's promise to hinn on leaving 
Paradise^ and bids him go to Paradise, and entreat the angel at 
the gate of Eden to send him the oil of mercy (p. %o) — ^the oil 
of life, " that medicine is to man and wife " (p. 6^, 

Seth being ignorant of the way thither, Adam gives him ftiU 
instructions for his journey; and so Seth, starting from the head 
of the valley of Hebron, finds a green path which leads to the gate 
of Paradise (p. 22)-; then, turning eastward (p. 66% he comes 
upon the way by which Adam and Eve had left Paradise, upon 
which, ever since the Fall, no grass had grown. Following this 
track, he reaches the gate of Paradise (made known to him by 
a great light, like that of a burning fire^), and with prayer and 
supplication he beseeches God to send his father the oil of mercy 
(pp. 22, 66y 154). While praying, St. Michael appears to Seth, 
and tells him that it is useless to pray for the oil of mercy, for it 
will not be sent upon earth until five thousand two hundred and 
twenty years shall have elapsed, when Christ shall come to die for 
man's sin* (p. 67). 

The angel then commands Seth to put his head within the gate 
of Eden, and to note well whatever he sees therein. He did as he 
was bidden, and saw more marvels than tongue could tell. The 

^ Adam detennined upon this penance because iromon was the root of aU his mis- 
fortunes (pp. 20, 21). 

* See Specimena of Early English, p. 140. 
> See Specimena of Early EnglUht p* 141* 

* The Ooldm Legend says 5550 years. 
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meads were decked with gay herbs and trees, difiPusing all around 
most delightful perfumes ; the trees were loaded with delicious 
fruits^ and the birds sang joyously. In this land of delight and 
of joy Seth would fain dwell for ever. 

In the middle of Paradise he saw a bright, shining well^ out of 
which flowed four streams that watered all the world K 

Above the well there stood a large tree with many branches^ but 
without bark or leaves, like an aged tree (pp. 24, 68). Seth 
supposed that the tree stood thus bare on account of his parents' 
sin (p. 68; Specimens^ p. 142). 

A serpent, ''all naked, without skin," was embracing the tree. 
This was the tree and the serpent that caused Adam first to commit 
sin (p. 24; SpedmenSy p. 142). 

A second time Seth looked in, and to his amazement the tree 
was covered with bark and leaves, and appeared to reach unto 
heaven; and in the top of the tree he beheld a new-bom bairn 
lapped in ''small" (or swaddling) clothes 2. 

The root of the tree went down into the uttermost ends of hell, 
and there he saw the soul of his brother Abel. Then the angel 
drove Seth from the gate, and he saw no more. These sights were 
afterwards explained to him. The babe in the top of the tree was 
God's Son, who in the fulness of time should bring mankind the 
oil of mercy (pp. 24, 69, 70). 

When Seth took leave of the angel, he received three pippins or 
kernels of an apple, which he was bidden to put under Adam's 
tongue as soon as he was dead. Out of these three kernels three 
trees — cedar, cypress, and pine — would spring. These "wands" 
or rods betoken the Trinity : the cedar, " a tree of height," denotes 
the Father; the cypress, a tree of sweet savour, represents the Son; 
and the pine*, a fruit-bearing tree, is a type of the Holy Ghost 
and His gifts (pp. 26, 70 ; Specimens, p. 144). 

Seth returns home, and tells Adam of the oil of mercy that 
should come through the birth of a blissful Child, near the end of 

* The Cursor names the four streams Tyson, Fison, Tigri, Eufrate (Specimens, 
p. 142, Genes.). 

* The Owsor adds that the child lay squealing for Adam's sin {Spedmena, p. 143). 
' The olive seems to he the tree that is really meant. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XIV INTRODUCTION. 

the world, and of his death which should take place within three 
days. Great was Adam's joy when he heard of his approaching 
death, and for once in his life he laughed. He had endured so 
much sorrow and care, that he had rather dwell in hell than live 
any longer upon earth (pp. a6, Ji; Specimens, pp. 144, 145). 

When Adam died, his weeping wife and children tried to restore 
him to life, whereupon the archangel Michael appeared to them, 
and showed them what to do with the corpse. Under his direction, 
accompanied by angels *' singing all full solemnly and making 
noble melody," they carried the dead body to the vale of Hebron, 
where it was laid in the earth ; and they were told that for the 
future the dead must be buried " in earth or stone " (p. 72). 

The pippins which had been placed under the root of Adam's 
tongue after a time began to grow, and three small wands or trees 
grew up, and stood in Adam's mouth until the time of Moses. 
Each grew separately by itself out of the same root, and was of 
an ell in length and no more. 

§ 3. The Finding of the Kods by Moses. 

After the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, they came unto the 
vale of Hebron; and one evening, as Moses was walking along, 
he came upon the place where the three trees were growing, 
Moses greeted these signs of the Triniiy, and drew them out of 
the earth, from which issued "so noble a smell," that all the 
Israelites believed that they had at last reached the land of promise 
(pp. 26, 73). 

By means of these wands Moses healed the sick, and performed 
numerous other miracles. When he knew that his end was near, 
he planted the wands beside a stream under Mount Tabor, in the 
land of Arabia (pp. 29, 75). 

§ 4. The Finding of the Eods by David. 

For a thousand years the wands continued in the same state, 
until King David, instructed by God, found them, and brought 
them to Jerusalem (pp. 28, 75) \ 

* The old Dutch legend, Cfeichiedenii van het heylighe Ortiy$ (ed. Beijeau), 
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As it was eventide when he reached home, he planted the wands 
in a ^' dike/' and set trnsty men to see that no harm happened to 
them. On the mornings he found the wands grown into one tree 
with three branches springing from the top, so he did not attempt 
to remove it, but builfc around it a strong wall, and to mark its 
yearly growth he put around it a silver ring. For thirty years 
the tree stood in the same spot, and after that grew no more 
(pp. 2S, 76, 77) ^ 

Under the holy tree David did penance for his sins, and composed 
the whole of the Psalter (pp. 30, 78). 

§ 5. The Eood-tree cut down by command of Solomon. 

For fourteen years David was engaged in building the Temple, 
which after two and thirty years was completed by Solomon. 
When the work was almost finished, the carpenters found them- 
selves in want of a large beam, but they could not find any tree 
of suflScient size to furnish it, except that which David had planted ; 
whereupon Solomon ordered it to be cut down and taken into the 
Temple. The carpenters measure off thirty-one cubits, and after 
working it up, they find it one cubit too long. They take off the 
excess, and on measuring it again find it one cubit too short 
(pp. 30, 79, 80). Thrice they alter it to no purpose, so they inform 
the king of their extraordinary failure, and he commands them to 
make a bridge with it across an old ditch 2. 

contains the following account of two miracles performed by David on his way to 
Jerusalem : — 

XII. 

"King David» here, aa Scriptures say, 

A great lord meets upon the way. 

All leper-like, with sores and blains, 

Till David cured him of bis pains. 

xin. 
And as he journeys with the trees, 
Three black men coming soon he sees. 
Who, touched with those three rods of might, 
Became, in good sooth, pure and white.** 
^ " To the west of Jerusalem is a fair church, where the tree of the Cross grew.** 
MaundeviUe, in Early Travels in Palestmei ed. T. Wright, Bohn's series, p. 175. 
^ .The brook over which the tree was placed is caUed Kedron in Norris's Cornish 
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§ 6. The Rood-tree discovered by the Queen of Sheba. 

Here it remained until the Queen of Sheba, on her visit to 
Solomon^ discovered it^ and paid great honour to it. She advised 
Solomon not to allow the beam to remain, for a man should die 
thereon who should destroy the Mosaic Law; so he caused it to be 
removed, and buried deep and hidden from all men (pp. ^!Zy 83)^. 

§ 7. The Rood-tree found in the Piscine. 

Here, after some time, there sprang up a deep well, which, owing 
to the beam of the sacred tree, was endowed with miraculous powers 
of healing ; so it was visited by the sick, who bathed therein and 
were healed (pp. 3a, 82). 

When Jesus came upon earth, the tree began to float ; and when 
the Jews were in want of a '^ tree " on which to hang our Lord, 
they thought of the floating beam, and took it up and made thereof 
a cross (pp. 32, 84, 155). 

§ 8. Of the Number of Pieces in the Cross. 

The Cross was made out of two-thirds of the beam ; and the part 
above ground was eight cubits long, the pieces on each side were 
of three cubits (p. 85). 

In the Golden Legend (p. 155) the four pieces of the Cross are 
mentioned as consisting of four different kinds of wood : — 

(i) The upright beam; (2) the over-thwart or cross-bar^ upon 
which the arms were nailed ; (3) the piece upon which was fixed the 

Drama, i. 425. Maundeville speaks of the Bood-tree as having once been used as a 
bridge over the brook Cedron (Ewrly Tra/veU m PaUiHne, Bohn*s edition, p. 176; 
Notes and Queries, voL vii. p. 334, 1853). 

* The old Dutch legend in Berjean's ffoly Cross says that after Solomon was 
rebuked by Queen Sheba for letting the tree serve for a bridge, he gave orders 

"To place it o'er the temple's door. 
Where men should bless it evermore." 

Abias (Abijah) afterwards took the gold and silver from off it, that Solomon had 
placed around it, and the Jews removed it froni the Temple. 
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table containing the superscription ; (4) the socket, or mortise, in 
which the main beam stood. 

The four kinds of wood were palm^ cjrpress^^ cedar, and olive. 

"Quatuor ex lignis domini crux dicitor esse; — 
Pes cracis est cedros ; corpus tenet alta cupressus ; 
Palma manus retinet; titula Istatur oliva." 

§ 9. The Legend of Maximilla, the first Christian 
Martyr. 

The Northumbrian version of the history of the Cross-beam 
(pp. 62^-85) has a few variations from the Southern versions, and 
introduces a legend, probably of later origin^ that I have not met 
with elsewhere in an English form^. Instead of the beam being 
turned into a bridge, Solomon is said to have caused it to be placed 
between two pillars of the Temple, and to have commanded that 
once a year every one should visit the " holy tree," and honour it 
"in their best manner." So it befell upon a year that all the 
country far and near went to Jerusalem to honour the sacred 
beam; and among the worshippers was an unbelieving woman 
(p. 80)- 

" She sought thither the sight to see. 
And trowed no virtue in the tree." 

The woman, whose name was Maximilla, in unbelief sat upon the 
"tree," and forthwith her clothes took fire and burnt like tow. 
Then she began to prophesy, 

"And said, *My Lord, mighty Jesu, 
Have mercy, and on me thou rue.^' 

When the Jews heard her call upon Jesus, they were exceedingly 
angry, because she hid slandered their God by the mention of 

* Some Bay the stem was made of cypress, because it was a wood that did not easily 
decay. 

* This le^^nd Is found in Arundel MS. 507 : " Entre eux Tient une femme Mazi- 
malla;" and in the Cornish play of **The Beginning of the World" (The Oomuk 
Drama, ed. Norris). 

b 
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a new one^ so they turned her out of the town and stoned her to 
death — 

"She was the first that suffered shame, 
For the mentioning of Jesu's name." 

Many who had witnessed this sight honoured the " tree '' more 
than any earthly thing (p. 82), whereat the Jews were grieved, and 
therefore secretly removed it, and east it into a " dike," for they 
were afraid to bum or break it up. But God would not suffer 
the tree to be hid, but sent his angels between "undern and 
prime" to move the water in the dike; and all the sick and sore that 
got into the ditch when the water was moved, were healed *^ through 
virtue of the holy tree." Then the Jews took the beam out of 
the water, and turned it into a bridge "over a beck" (p. 82), 
hoping that it would soon be destroyed by the great wear and tear 
that it would be subjected to. Thus the tree lay until the sage 
queen " Bame SibelP " came to Jerusalem, when she laid her clothes 
upon the bridge, and went over it barefooted, and "prophesied" 
that the " tree " was a true token of a " doomsman " who should 
judge all men. Here the tree was allowed to remain until Christ 
was about to suffer death (p. 83). 

§ 10. The Making of the Nails of the Kood^. 

The Northern version of the history of the Bood contains also 
a legend on the making of the nails^ which is as follows : — 

The Cross is made^ but three nails are wanting. The Jews go to 
a smith in the town, and bid him quickly 

" Make three nails, stiff and good, 
To nail the prophet on the rood." 

^ The Qaeen of Sheba is here oonfounded with Sibyl, as in the Arandel MS. 507 : 
"La sage reyne Sibille vient a Jerosalem pour esprouuer le sauoir de Salomon." 
The old Dutch legend of the Cross does not make this confadon, but the story of the 
piscine goes before the story of the Queen of Sheba's visit ; and as SUnUa is put to 
death, she is evidently confounded with the Maximilla of our English legend. The 
subject of chap. 49, bk. i. vol. i. of Gretser, is — '' Orueem Domini apud Ethnioos per 
Sibyllas fuisse prsnunciatam.'* 

• This story is found in Norris's ComUh Drama, pp. 433-439. 
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When the "smith" hesad that Jesus^ whom he believed to be 
a prophet '^ true and good/^ was to be cnxeified^ he was greatly 
grieved, and determined that he would not make any nails for this 
purpose (p. 84). 

With boldness he answered the Jews^ and said^ '* Ye shall get 
no nails from me. God has set his mark upon me, so that I cannot 
work." In his bosom he hud his hand, and said he had hurt it 
on a '^ brand, '^ and had such pain in it that he expected to lose 
his hand. 

The Jews would not believe him, but demanded to see his hand, 
which, when they saw it, appeared as though it were sore, but in 
reality was not so. 

The Jews, being satisfied, were going about their business, when 

"Forth came then the smithes wife, 
A fell woman, and fiill of strife." 

By the Jews she stood, and did not say much for her husband's 
good. " Sir," said she, " since when hast thou had such a malady ? 
Yesterday evening your hands were uninjured. But since sickness 
is sent to thee, these men shall not be unserved, but shall have 
the nails ere they go, as soon, at least, as I myself can make 
them." So she set to work, blew fast the bellows, and at last 
made the iron hot. Then the Jews helped her to strike the iron, 
so that the three nails were soon made. Though they were very 
large, and roughly made, the Jews would not refuse them, but took 
them immediately, and with glad hearts hastily went their way 
until <hey came to " Sir Pilate." 

$ 1 1. On the Number of the Nails. 

The number of nails employed in the Crucifixion is a contested 
point. A writer in Notes and Queries^ Series III. vol. iii. p. 315, in 
showing that tkree nails are depicted in the Crucifixion as early 
as the twelfth century, quotes the following from Labarte's 
.Handbook of the Arts of the Middle A§e% : — 

" Kg. 14. Copper crucifix, twelfth century, Coll. Soltykoff. (No, 
3311, Debruge Labarte Coll.) Copper, enamelled and gilt. The 

b2 
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Saviour is not clothed in the long Byzantine robe of the eleventh 
century, but in a tunic descending to the knees, in which he is 
represented until the fourteenth century. His feet are not crossed 
or nailed, but rest on a tablet (stippeditanum), which a third nail 
fixes to the Cross. Before the thirteenth century, Jesus was 
attached to the Cross by four nails, one to each hand and foot. 
In consequence of some anterior discussions, the feet from this 
period were placed over each other, and attached by a single nail, 
it having been settled that three nails only were used at the Cru- 
cifixion. Cimabue is said to have been the first painter who 
adopted this arrangement. This crucifix (fig. 14) was made at 
the end of the twelfth century, when the four nails had been 
rejected, but the feet had not been superposed ; so, to get rid of 
the difficulty, the third nail is here attached to the tablet which 
supports the feet." 

" St. Gregory Nazianzen says of the taking down from the Cross, 
rv/Avov r/3i(r?}Acp K€Cfi€vov ftJA^ Xa/ScSv, dearly intimating that our 
Saviour was fixed to the Cross with tAree nails only. 

"Nonnus, the Grreek poet, in the fifth century describes the 
sacred feet of our Lord as placed one over the other, and fastened 
down with a single large nail. 

" On the other hand, St. Cyprian, St. Augustine, St. Gregory of 
Tours, and Pope Innocent III, as also Rufinus and Theodoret) 
reckon /our nails.'* (F. C. H. in Notes and Qtieries, Series III. 
vol. iii. p. 39a.) 

iElfric speaks of /our nails : '* The Jews . . • . . fixed him [Jesus] 
on a Cross with /our nails." {Tke Homilies of jElfric, ed. Thorpe, 
vol. i. p. 217.) 

The author of the Ancren Rvwle notices the tradition of three 
nails : " His dear body, that was extended on the Cross, broad as 
a shield above, in his outstreitched arms, and narrow beneath, 
because, as men suppose, the one foot was placed upon the other 
foot.'' {Ancren Riwle, p. 391.) 

Curtius, in his treatise Be Clavis Dominids (seventeenth cen- 
tury), is in favour of four nails. See Gretser, vol. i. bk. i. cap. 93 ; 
jLipsius, lib. ii. cap. 9. 
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$ 12. The Finding of the Cross by St. Helena. 

After the crucifixion the Jews tried to hide the Cross from 
Christians, so they buried it along with the two crosses whereon 
the thieves were hung, and for two hundred years they lay " under 
earth" (pp. 35, 108). 

Adrian knew where the Cross was^ but to prevent Christians 
from finding it out, he built a heathen temple on the spot; and so 
the place was forsaken, and finally neither pagan nor Christian 
knew where the Rood lay (p. 35) . 

After a time Constantino became emperor 1, pious and honourable, 
and a friend to Christians^ although as yet he was unbaptized. 

In the sixteenth year of his reign, a foreign but mighty nation 
assembled on the banks of the Danube to make war upon the 
Boman people ^. Constantine^ praying for divine assistance^ marched 
against his foes ; but^ when he saw the hostile hosts, he was sad 
unto death, expecting that all his army would perish in the 
conflict. The night before the battle the emperor had a vision, in 
which he saw an angel, who bade him to be of good cheer, and 
to look up to heaven. On looking up he saw in the sky the sacred 
token of Christ's Cross, and above the Cross was written these 
words : " By this conquer " (p. 3) . 

On the morrow he commanded a cross to be made, after the 
pattern of that which he had seen in his vision, and caused it to 
be borne before him in battle, instead of a banner. 

As soon as the enemy saw the sign of the holy Rood, they were 
seized with a panic, and fled; so Constantine won the victory 
through the power of the Cross (pp. 4, 36, 37, 88, 109). 

When the emperor returned home, he made enquiry concerning 
the Cross, and whose token it was. Christians came and told him 
of the Trinity, and of the advent and, death of Christ; so the 
emperor became a Christian, and was baptized by Pope Silvestei: 
(PP- 4, 3^)- 

^ The dates given in these legends are veiy incorrect. No. I. places Constantine's 
reign in the year 133 after the Passion ; in the Yercelli poem (No. XI. Gk>lden 
Legend) it is "an C yere and more.'* 

' Eusebius, in his lAfe of Constwniine, &o.» speaks Only of the war between the 
emperor and Maxentius. 
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CoDstantine^ through reading holy books^ learnt that the Cross 
was somewhere in Jerusalem ; so he sent Helena his mother (who 
is said to have been seventy years old at this time) there to find, if 
possible^ where it was hidden. 

When Helena came to Jerusalem, she called together all the 
Jewish citizens, and bade them choose the wisest of their kin^ who 
should come before her and tell her what she was desirous of 
knowing. 

A thousand of the wisest of the Jewish people appeared before 
her, and she commanded them to select the wisest from among 
them to answer a question that she was al)put to propose to them 
(pp. 6, 38, 91). 

After leaving the queen's presence in great fear, they discussed 
among themselves what the question might be. Then one Judas^ 
the son of Simon^ and brother of Stephen the martyr, said unto 
them : " I know what the question will be ; for the queen will ask 
us where the Cross of Christ was laid. But beware that none of 
you tell her; for I know well that thereupon shall all the ordi- 
nances of our law be destroyed. For Zacheus my. grandfather said 
to Simon my father, and my father at his death said to me, 
^ Inquiry shall be made concerning the Cross on which oxA elders 
hanged Jesus Christ; but beware, tell not^ for any torment 
that thou shalt suffer, where the Cross of Jesus was laid; for 
after that it shall be found, the Jews shall reign no more^ but 
Christian men shall have the sovereignty; and truly this Jesus 
was the Son of God'" (p. 8). 

The Jews, having listened attentively to the discourse of Judas, 
unanimously declare that they, will not reveal where the Cross is 
hid, and cautioned Judas to keep silent respecting it (p. 9). 

Helena again summoned the Jews before her, and threatened 
them with fire unless they quickly made known where the Cross 
was to be found. Alarmed at the queen's threats, they presented 
Judas to her, saying, ** Lady, this man is skilful and learned, and 
able to make known to you all the things that thou art desirous 

^ The first and second of our legends, agreeing with the Veroelli Cross poem, 
fepresent Simon as bidding Judas to reveal the place of the Cross before he is put 
to death. 
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of knowing/' Then the queen let all the others go^ but retained 
Judas^ who, however, refused to give any information. Then the 
queen commanded Judas to be cast into a deep pit, where he was 
kept without meat or drink for seven days, at the end of which 
time he expressed his willingness to tell the truth concerning the 
Cross. When he was taken out of the pit, he brought Helena to 
the place of the crucifixion, and there offered up a prayer^ beseech- 
ing God to disclose the place where the crosses were hidden (p. lo) ; 
whereupon the earth quaked, and there arose " the sweetest smell 
of all the most precious perfumes.'' Then Judas rejoiced and said, 
"Verily Jesus is the Saviour of the worlds" Having said these 
words, he began to dig, and at the depth of twenty feet he found 
three crosses, which were removed to Jerusalem. He could not 
say, however, which was the Cross of our Lord, so he awaited the 
manifestation of divine power. About noon the Jews brought in 
the dead body of a young man that was about to be buried. Judas 
retained the bier, and laid one of the crosses upon the dead body, 
and then the second; and when the third touched the corpse, it 
came to life, and blessed the name of the Lord. Then the devil 
was greatly enraged, and was heard crying in the air and saying, 
" Judas, what is this that thou hast done ? Thou hast done the 
opposite what the other Judas did. Through him I won many 
souls, and through thee I shall lose many ; through him I reigned 
over the people, through thee I have lost my realm" (p. ii). 

Judas, being filled with the Holy Ghost, cursed the devil, and 
said, '* May Christ sink thee into the deep abyss of hell ; " where- 
upon the devil was no longer to be seen or heard. After this, Judas 
was baptized by the name of Cyriacus, and in time became bishop 
of Jerusalem (p. 12). 

Helena longed to possess the nails of the Cross, and commanded 
Cyriacus to make search for them. He did so, and discovered 
them glistening in the earth like the purest gold. The queen, 
by a voice from heaven, was bidden to take the nails to set them 
in the bridle of her son Constantine^ (p. 13). For three years he 



^ Some say that one nail was wrought as a bit, and fastened to the bridle of 
Constantine's horse, while two others were secured to the helmet. Other legends say 
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carried them about with him, and afterwards placed them beside the 
Cross. At St. Denis are the nails and the king's crown (p. lao). 
She gave also a part of the Cross to her son, and the other part 
she left enshrined in gold, silver, and precious stones, in a church 
which she caused to be built upon Mount Calvary (p. 96). Thus 
was the holy Rood found on the third of May, which we call Holy 
Rood Day. 

§ 1 3. Another Legend concerning the Finding of the 
Cross (pp. 108-12 1 ). 

Constantine, being desirous of finding the holy Cross upon which 
Jesus had suffered, sent two messengers, Benciras and Ansiers, to 
his mother Helena, bidding her without delay to make search for 
the holy Hood. The queen had with her at this time a skilful 
goldsmith, who owed a large sum of money to a Jew, under a bond 
to yield an equivalent in weight of his own flesh if the debt should 
not be paid when due. The day of payment came, and the gold- 
smith was unable to satisfy the Jew's claims. The case came 
before the queen's court, and was tried by Benciras and Ansiers, 
who ask the Jew how he proposes to take the penalty. He replies 
that he intends to put out the debtor's eyes, then to smite off his 
hands, and lastly to cut off his tongue and nose. 

The judges bid him take the flesh, but beware to take no blood 
with it, for that was not included in the contract. The Jew says, 
" Methinks the worst part of the bargain is mine — 

To take the flesh if I assay. 
Then the blood will run away. 

Ye have ruined me by your decision; a curse light upon you 
for it." 

Then the judges declare the Christian man to be quit, and 
condemn the Jew to forfeit his goods to the queen, and to lose 
his tongue. 

that one nail was thrown into the Adriatic Sea to quiet a whirlpool there, two nails 
were placed in the bridle of Constantine's horse, and one in Constantine's crown. 
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The Jew, aghast at this decision, offers to disclose where the 
Ix)rd's holy Cross is to be found ; whereupon Helena declares that 
if he can do so he shall receive a full pardon, but shall lose his eyes 
in case he does not perform his promise. 

Then the Jew leads Helena to Calvary, and digs up three 
crosses, &c. 

§ 14, How to make the Sign of the Cross. 

iEIfric, in his instructions for making the sign of the Cross 
(p. 104), gives the Western mode as follows: — ^With three fingers 
must one make the sign of the cross, and bless himself, on account 
of the Holy Trinity. He seems to condemn the use of the open 
hand in making the sign of the Cross^ (p. 104). 

*' The gesture of benediction is ... . either Greek or Latin ; it is 
always given with the right hand, the hand of power. In the 
Greek Church it is performed with the forefinger entirely open, the 
middle finger slightly bent^ the thumb crossed upon the third 
finger, and the little finger bent. This movement and position of 
the five fingers form, more or less perfectly, the monogram of the 
Son of God." (Didron's Christ Iconog. p. 407.) 

'*The Latin benediction is given with the thumb and two 
first fingers open, the third and little finger remaining closed." 
{lb. p. 408.) 

§ 15. The Exposition of the Cross ^. 

There was, in the year of our Lord six hundred and fifteen, an 
impious king of Persia, named Chosro^s, who commanded all his 
subjects to call him the King of kings and Lord of lords. With 
9 great army he invaded Jerusalem, and destroyed the churches of 
the Christians. He went to the holy sepulchre with the intention 
of destroying it, but a great fear withheld him. Nevertheless, he 

1 "Make the sign of the croM on your mouth with the thumb, and say, *God be 
our help ;' then a large cross from above the forehead down to the breast, with 
the three fingers.'* (Aneren Riwle, p. 19.) See Gretser, vol. i. lib. iv. cap. i, 2. 

' See pp. 48-57 ; 87-107 ; 122-130 ; 161-169. 
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took poflsession of the holy Bood left there by Helena^ and oorried 
it away into his own countrjr. Forthwith he raised a high tower 
of silver, ornamented with all kinds of precious stones ; and therein 
he set a throne wrought of " red gold," in which was represented 
the sun, moon^ and stars, so that it looked Uke heaven. . By means 
of pipes perforated with small holes, he caused watet to descend 
as rain; and causing horses to tramp constantly through hidden 
trenches^ he imitated the noise of thunder. He even imitated the 
song of angels by means of '' secret whistles." Here on his throne 
he sat, endeavouring to represent God himself; and beside him 
on his right side he placed one of his sons ^, feigning him to be 
God the Son; and a third person on his left hand represented 
the Holy Ghost. To his eldest son the impious king resigned his 
throne, and for many a day practised his cursed " maumetry." In 
those days there was an emperor named Heraclius, who was 
renowned far and vdde as a brave, pious, and God-fearing sovereign. 
Chosroes' son was envious of the Christian king's renown, and 
determined to win from him his kingdom. The two armies met 
near the banks of the Danube, and the son of Chosroes proposed 
to the emperor to decide the contest by a single combat on the 
bridge of the river. Heraclius consented, and through the divine 
assistance won the victory^ and slew his opponent. Then Heraclius 
came to Persia, and found the impious Chosroes, Uke a God^ sitting 
on his throne. Because he had honoured the Cross, the emperor 
offered to spare his life, if he would forsake his *^ maumetry" and 
be baptized. On his refusal, Heraclius commanded his head to be 
struck off, and gave the kingdom to the son of the heathen king. 
The holy Rood he removed, intending to carry it back to Jeru- 
salem. After he had despended from the Mount of Olives, he 
essayed to enter the gate of the city (by which the Saviour went 
to his Passion) on horseback, in royal array; but the stones lying 



^ Some legends say that the Cross placed on his right represented the Son, and 
a cock on his left represented the Holy Ghost. The Cross seems to have heen a 
true representation of the Son. **The earliest Christian artists, when making 
a representation of the Trinity, placed a cross beside the Father and the Holy Spirit 
— ^a cross only, without our crucified Iiord." (Didron's Christian Iconography, 
p. 369, Bohn's Illustrated Library.) 
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lound the place suddenly cloeed about^ and formed an impenetrable 
wall. 

At the same time an angel appeared standing on the wall, 
with the sign of the cross in his hand, and reminded the emperor 
that Christ had entered by this gate in humbk clothings riding 
iq)on an ass. HeracUns, thus rebuked for his pride, dismounted, 
and stripped himself of his royal robes, and barrfooted bore the 
Cross into the city, the obstacles to his entrance having suddenly 
disappeared. When the Cross entered the city, it gave forth a most 
delightful savour, and filled all places with its sweetness, and all 
assembled began to praise the Cross thus, saying, <* O thou mar- 
vellous Cross, more luminous than the stars^ greatly art thou to be 
honoured and loved by all the world ; for thou alone wast worthy 
to bear the ransom of the world. Sweet tree, save thou this 
assembly that are here this day gathered together for thy honour 
and praise." 

Thus was the precious tree re-established, and the ancient 
miracles were revived. 

This took place on the fifteenth day of the month of September, 
and is still commemorated by the festival called The Exposition of 
the Holy Cross ^ 

$ 1 6. Traces of the Cross before the Crucifixion. 

The Cross is mentioned in the Old Law. It was planted in 
Paradise ; Adam took shelter thereunder when he had sinned ; the 
blood of Abel cried from under it. 

It was the fact of Isaac's carrying the wood for his sacrifice in 

^ Many miracles are related in some of these legends as being connected with the 
Eood after its exposition (see pp. 103, 104, 130, 16^169). A few are mentioned 
in coxmection with the Invention (see pp. 115, 159, 160). Gretser has something on 
the oil of the Gross, vol. i. lib. i. cap. 91. See p. 115 of this yolume. 

In Harl. 3351 If. 50 bk., mention is made of a great miracle of a knight called 
Sir Boger Wallysborow ; how he in the Holy Land wanted to bring off a piece of the 
Cross ; how his thigh opened manrellonsly, and received it ; how he was carried to 
Cornwall, when his thigh opened and let the fragment of the Cross out. A piece of 
this he gave to his parish church, "Cross-parish/' and the rest to St. Buiyan'a 
College. 
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the form of a cross upon his shoulders, that prompted Ood tha 
Father to send an angel to arrest the arm of Abraham^. 

The four corners of Noah's ark were made of it^ (p. ii6). 

Gretser (vol. i. lib. i. cap. 43-46), as figures of the Cross, men- 
tions Jacob's ladder, Jacob's staff, the transposition of Jacob's 
hands in blessing the sons of Joseph, the scarlet cord in the window 
of Rahab, the nail with which Jael slew Sisera, the oak and rod 
of Gideon, &c. 

Moses' wand came from this tree ; and in Egypt the Israelites 
were saved by the sign of the cross. Moses raised a cross in the 
wilderness, by which those who were stung by serpents were healed. 
When he held up his own hands, it was in the form of a cross. 
The dispute concerning the priesthood was settled by Aaron's rod 
having a cross upon it (p. 117). (See GretBer, vol. i. lib. i. cap. 44.) 
When David went to fight with Goliath, he was armed with a staff 
like a cross (p. 118). 

^ Didron's Christ, Icmog,, Bobn*s Illustrated Library, p. 370. 

^ For the following interesting note I am indebted to the kindness of the Rev. 
Dr. Barry : — 

'*The Scripture saith, 'Abraham circumcised 318 men of his household.*' Hear 
the meaning first of the 18, then of the 300. The ten and eight are represented, the 
ten by I, and the eight by H. There thou hast the beginning of the name IHSOTS. 
But because the Cross, in the form of the letter T, was to cany the grace (of sal- 
vation), therefore he adds the 300 (which is represented by T in Greek). So he 
shows forth Jesus in the first two letters, and the Cross in the third." (Letter of 
BarnabcUf so called, c. ix.) 

. In c. xii. of the same Epistle, the Cross is spoken of as symbolized by the out- 
stretching of the hands of Moses during the battle with Amalek (Exod. xirii. 8, &c.), 
which is assumed to have been a stretching out of both hands as on the Cross, though 
the mention of the " rod of God in my hand " (Exod. xvii. 9) suggests a different 
posture. 

Then, ''All day long I have stretched forth my hands," &c. Sa in Bom. x. 21, 
but Isa. IxT. 2 is ' I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people,' 
is explained as foreshadowing the Cross. 

Next, the " pole " of the brazen serpent is explained as £[>reshadowing a cross. In 
&ct, some old translators render kv Bok^ by '* in cruce.'* 

On these passages Hefele refers to Justin. Died. c. Tryph, n. iii, p. 204 ; Tertullian. 
adv. Jud, c. 10; adv. Marc, iii. 18 ; Justin. Apol, I, n. 35 ; Dial, c. Tryph, n. 97. 

* This is not expressly in Holy Scripture, but in Gen. xiv. 14, 318 is given as the 
number of Abram's servants in the war against the kings ; and in xvii. 36, 27, all the 
men of his house are circumcised. 
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INTBODUCnON. XXIX 

When Elijah met the widow of Zarephath^ that woman picked 
np two pieces of wood, which she held up in the form of a cross ; 
and God, for that action^ increased the quantify of meal and oil in 
her house^ and afterwards permitted the prophet to restore her son 
tolife^. 

The sign of Thau in the Old Law is a token of the cross^ 
(p. ii8). 

" The Cross, made with beams put together, had the shape of the 
Samaritan Tau, says St. Jerome^, whose words are these : ^ In the 
oldest Hebrew letters, which the Samaritans now make use of^ the 
last, which is Tau, had the form of a cross.' This Tau, like a 
cross, was like the T of the Greeks, according to Paulinus, who says 
that the shape of the Cross is expressed by the Greek letter Tau, 
which stands for three hundred. The Cross of our Lord was some- 
thing different from the letter Tau ; the beam that was fixed in the 
earth crossing that which was athwart it above^ and made as it 

were a head by rising above it This is the form of the Cross 

which St. Jerome means, when he compares it to birds flying, to 
a man swimming, and to a man praying to God with his arms 
extended." (Humphrey's Montfaucon^ vol. x. pt. ii. bk. iii. cap. i, 
p. 158, quoted in Notes and QuerieSy 1853, ^^^' ^' P' 4^^') 

The paschal lamb seems to have been roasted in the form of a 
cross. 

'^ This lamb, which was to be roasted whole, was a symbol of the 
punishment of the Cross, which was inflicted on Christy To yap 
oitTfatxtvov irpoparov, jc.r.X. For the lamb which was roasted was so 
placed as to resemble the figure of a cross; with one spit it was 
pierced longitudinally, from the tail to the head; with another it 
was transfixed through the shoulders^ so that the forelegs became 



^ Didron's Chriit, Iconog., Bohn's UluBtrAted Library, p. 37. ** * Lord,* saith she 
[the woman of Zarephath] to Elijah the holy prophet, * behold I am gathering two 
Bticks.' These two sticlu betoken that one stick which stood upright, and that 
other also of the precious Gross, which went athwart it." {Ancren Ritole, p. 403.) 

' In Ezek. ix. 4, 6, the mark spoken of is the letter Thau, 

' A certain Jew who had become a conyert to Christianity, used to say that the 
Tau of the old alphabets resembled the sign of the Cross. (Origen, in Notet and 
Queries, Series II. vol. rii. p. 53.) 
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extended/' (Vide Justini Martjri Opera^ edit. Oberthiir, vol. ii. 
p. io6, quoted in Notes and Queries, 1853, vol. viii. p. 545.) See 
also Oretfier, vol. i. lib. i. cap. 44; Lipsius, bk. i. eh. 8. 

§ 17. The Analogy of the Cross in Nature\ 

The first man and woman were made in the form of a eross 
{p. 118). The Cross is the head of Holy Writ^ the fomidation of 
^^g79 ^uod the rule of holj life. 

It is made up of four notches and three woods, by which is 
understood the seven arts. Multiply three and four together^ and 
it gives us the sum of the Old and of the New Laws — ^ten of the 
Old, and two of the New. 

Man's form is like a cross^ and he is composed of seven elements 
— ^the body of four, and the soul of three. 

The Cross was made of wood, and not of stone, for very good 
reasons — ^through a tree man was lost, through a tree man was 
saved (p. 119). 

The world is in the form of a cross ; for the east shines above our 
heads, the north is on the right, the south at the left, and the west 
stretches out beneath our feet. Birds, that they may rise in tlie air, 
extend Iheir wings in the form of a cross ; men, when prayings or 
when beating aside the water while swimming, assume the form of 
a cross. Man diflfers from the inferior animals in his power of 
standing erect and extending his arms. 

A vessel, flying upon the seas, displays her yard-arms in the form 
of a cross, and cannot cut the main unless her mast stands, cross- 
like, erect in the air ; finally, the ground cannot be tilled without 
the secret sign, and the Tau, the crucifixion letter, is the letter of 
salvation. (Didron, p. 372.) See the curious plate to p. 42, bk. i. 
ch. 9 of Lipsius's De Cruce, Amsterdam, 1670. i2mo. 

Thus we see that old writers found traces of the Cross through- 
out all nature, and in the words of one of our seventeenth cen- 
tuiy authors, poet and divine, are ever exclaiming — 

* *' The sign of the Cross is impressed upon the whole of nature." {Apol, i. | 72.) 
' Rabanus Maurus {Be Laudfbua Sancke CruciB) detects the Cross eyeiywhere. 
(Didron, p. 373.) 
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INTRODUCTION. XXXI 

" Who can blot out the Cross, which th' instrament 
Of God dewed on me in the sacrament? 
Who can deny me power and liberty 
To stretch mine arms, and mine own cross to be? 
Swim, and at every stroke thou art thy cross! 
The mast and yard make one when seas do toss. 
Look down^ thou spy'st ever crosses in small things; 
Look up, thou seest birds raised on crossed wings. 
All the globe^s frame and sphere is nothing else 
But the meridian's crossing parallels." 

J 1 8. The Story of Longinus. 

There are two kindred subjects taken up in the present pages : 
(i) The story of LongintiSy who, as usual, is confounded with the 
centurion that pierced the Saviour's side (see p. 106) ; {7) The 
uplifting of the Cross at the Crucifixion (p. i^i)* 

On this subject, see Gretser, vol. i. lib. i. cap. 21 : " Num 
Christus humi, an in sublimi sit suffixus cruci." 

It is generally agreed that the Saviour was nailed to the Cross 
before it was fixed in the ground in an upright position. 



For further information on the Cross^ and the various legends 
connected with it, see — 

History of the Holy Oross (Berjeau^ J. P.), Lond. 1863. 

The Ancient Cornish Drama (ed. Norris), Oxford, 1859. 

Sacred and Legendary Art (Jameson^ A.), Lond. 1848. 

History of owr Lord (Jameson, A.), Lond. 1864. 

Didron's Christian Iconography (Bohn's Illustrated Library), 
Lond. 1851. 

Works of Jacobus de Yoragine and of Babanus Maurus. 

Hortus S. Orucis (Gretser, J.), Ingolstadt, 1610. 

Gretser's Worhs, 17 vols. Eatisb. 1734-41 ; of which vols. 1-3 
treat of the Cross. 

De Cruce (Lipsius, J.), Amsterdam, 1670. 
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46. LEGENDS OF THE HOLY EOOD. 

p. viii, 98. Of "The Uplifting of the Holy Rood," No. V, there are two 
other copies ; in MS. Cambr. Univ. Libr. li. 1. 33, and in MS. Cotton Vitellius, 
D. 17. 

p. 50, 1. 386, for such read suth 

p. 57, 1. 482, for whom read who?* 

p. 58, 1. 504, for verat read verse 

p. 134, 1. 83,/<?r i-loUed read v loLed, and strike out illolled,^. 231, eol, 2, 

p. 135, side-note, 1. 131, for Isaiah read Hosea (xiii. 14). 

p. 205, 1. 241, for keijjed read keiyed ; cp. keyed, P. PI. B. v. 623 (and 
613), A-text I-kei^ed, lockt. 

p. 237, col. 1, spene is * spend, spill.' 

p. 237, col. 2. Swarmes for * ? ' read * ? armes = arms, clutches '. (See 
my answer to the reviewer in T7ie AtTtenaimif Feb. 10, p. 185. — K. M.) 

p. 238, col. 2, jjarmes, /<?r *(?the arms)' read "inward {^t vital parts." 
(The word has nothing whatever to do with scourges or scourging, as was sug- 
gested by a reviewer in The Athenceum, for Christ was not scourged while 
hanging on the Cross.) 
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LEGENDS OF THE HOLT EOOD. 
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I. 

DISCOVERY OF THE SACKED CROSS. 

Hear ye now what I shall say to you concerning the holy rood 
(cross) upon which Christ suffered, how it was found on this day. 
When that one hundred and thirty-three years had elapsed after Christ's 
passion and ascension to heaven, then reigned Constantino the great, 
Kaiser in the city of Rome. He was pious in morals and honourable 
in actions, a supporter of Christian men, and, nevertheless, was not 
yet baptized. In the sixth year of Constantine's reign there was 
assembled a great foreign folk at the river which is called Danube, 
and they were ready to fight against the Kaiser and the Roman 
people. Then was it soon made known to the great Kaiser Con- 
stantine, and he immediately gathered together a great army, and 
marched against his foes with a sorrowful mood, and oft looked up 
heaven- wards, earnestly praying for divine assistance. When they came 
to the river then saw he the great and innumerable host of his enemies ; 
then was he exceedingly sorrowful and sad even unto death, because 
he thought that they would all perish. Then on that same night, that 
Constantine slept and rested himself, there came to him an exceed- 
ingly beautiful (fair) angel in white shining garments, and he awoke 
him and said, "Constantine, be thou not sad, but look up now unto 
this heaven." And he immediately looked up unto heaven and there 
saw the sacred token of Christ's cross standing opposite him, and 
distinguished by the brightness of a great light, and these words were 
written above the cross : " Constantine, with this sign thou shalt over- 
come and subdue all thy enemies." He then awoke blithely (joyfully) 
because of the fair sight (vision) and for the great promised victory; 
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[pilRE HALGAN RODE QEMETNES.*] *U;^v.irM'^-^f£-P'f 

•"^ ■• 32. (Bodleian /(r3t^<>^ /r, & 

Library) leaf ^ ^ 

10.] ' 

Geliera^ ge nu hwset ic eow secgan wille ymbe ]>a halgan rode 
])e crist on ])rowode. hu heo on ])eoBne daeg gefunden w»s. 
j>a^a W8BS agan an hund* wintra 3 }>ri 3 })ritti wintra sefter ^MS.nund. 
cristes ]>rowunge 3 upstige to heofenum; y& rixode constan- 
tinus se msere casere on roma byrig. He waes eawfaest on bea- Beicriptionof 

'the Emperor 

vmm. 3 arfeest on dsedum. cnstenra manna fultmnend. 3 nses comtantine. 



]>eah ]>agyt gefullod. }>a on ^a,m sixtau gsere ]>e oonstantint«« h^« 
lixode ))a waes gesamnod micel aelj^eodig folc to ))8ere ea. ))e is J^"***^ 
gehaten danubia. 3 wseron gearwe to fihtane ongean ]>one kasere. 
^ on[gean] ))a romaniscan leode. ]>a wear6 hit sona ^SLtn mseran 
constantine ]>am kasere gecjd. 3 he ]>a sone gegaderode micele 
fyrde. -} ongsen his fiond ferde mid carfullum mode. 3 gelome 
beheold wi}> heofenas weard. biddende giome godcundne fultuw. 
]7a hio to ])8ere ea coman. J^a geseah he %8er ])a mjcelan 3 ]>a 
ungerimed*lican ferde. })8era his fionda. }» wses he swi'Se sarig 3 * [loaf 10, 
geunrodsad 0% dea%. for )>an J^e he wende f hi ealle scoldon 
sweltan: ba on bare ylcan nihte be constantinus slep: n hine conBtantine> 

''•'•' ' IT ^ vision of the 

gereste. Jia cow him to sum swi^e faeger eencgel on hwituw scin- cross. 

endum reafe. 3 hine awehte. 3 cwc^. Oonstantint^ ne beo ]7U na 

unrot. Ac beseoh nu up into bissere* heofenan. 3 he ^a sona « The letters 

* •» "^ re are added 

beseah up on j?8ere heofenan. 3 yser geseah f halwaende tacen between the 
Christea rode on myceles liohtes brihtnesse ongean him geset. 3 
gemearcod. 3 ]>as word bufen })are rode awritene waeron. Con- 
stantinus on fisum tacne ^u ofercymst 3 ofer-swi'Sest ealle j>ine 
fiond; he awoc J)a bli]>elice for ]>8Bre feegeran gesih'Se. 3 for J)8ere 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4 DISCOVERY OF THE SACRED CROSS. 

and he marked on his head and on his banner the sign of the holy 
rood in honour to God. Then immediately on the morrow the Kaiser 
conmianded to be made a golden rood of the same form that he had 
seen so gloriously shining in the heavens, and he commanded it to be 
borne before him against the heathen. As soon as they looked upon 
the sign of the holy rood they inmiediately became terrified and turned 
to flight; and Constantine the great Kaiser had the victory, and his 
army slew the heathen, and some moreover were drowned in the river. 
On this day the Almighty God gave great victory to the noble King 
Constantine, through the great might of the illustrious cross of Christ. 
After that the great Kaiser again returned home to his own city. 
Then he commanded to be summoned before him all the elders and 
scribes of the Jewish folk, and asked them whose token that might 
be which he had seen shining so gloriously in the heavens. They 
then replied, "It is the great and the glorious heavenly token upon 
which the Son of the living God has suffered." When those that 
were Christians heard of this, then came they forthwith to the noble 
Kaiser Constantine, and with very joyful mood preached to him con- 
cerning the Holy Trinity, and the holy advent of the begotten Son 
of God, in what wise he was bom of the human body of the holy 
woman Saint Mary; and they told him of the sufferings which our 
Saviour suffered on the cross, for the salvation and redemption of 
mankind, and how our Lord was buried in the tomb, and on the third 
day rose immortal from the dead ; and harrowed hell, and bound the 
old devil ; and afterwards ascended to heaven and prepared a way of 
return for those who shall merit it. When this was told to the noble 
Kaiser Constantine, then became he very joyful in mood, and sent his 
mother Helena with a great army to the city of Home to the bishop, 
and bade them earnestly beseech him that he would come and baptize 
him. Then immediately the bishop thanked God for this, and baptized 
the King in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
and firmly strengthened him in the true faith. And he then brake 
in pieces and destroyed all the idols, and consecrated churches there, 
and appointed all ecclesiastical orders according to the ordinances (of the 
Church). After that the great Kaiser Constantine was confirmed in the 
true faith, then began he to learn the divine lore and to read the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PMke HALOAN R0D£ gemetnes. 6 

mseran behatenan sige. 3 mearcode him on heafde halig rode tacen. 

3 on his gu^fanan gode to wur%mjnte; Da sone on mergen 

het se kasere constantint^ gewyrcan ane gyldene rode on J^sere 

ilcan gelicnesse. Jye he on heofenum swa maerlice scinende geseah. 

3 heo beforan him beran het ongean* ]>a h8e]>enan. Sona swa hio * [leaf 11.] 

on f halige rode taken beseagon. ]>a wurdon hio sona afyrhte. 3 

to fleame gehwyrfde. 1 constantinus se msere kasere ba si&^e hsefde. Constantine 

® "^ •* . re galn.avIctory 

3 his fyrd j>a h8e]>enan ofsloh f 3 hi eac sume on J)8ere ea wurdon through the 

adrsencte ; on ]>isum dsege se sebnihtiga god sealde mjcebie sige 

y&m mseran kininge constantine. ]>urh f mjcele msegen J^sere msere 

Christes rode. Mfter ]>am ^e se maere kasere eft ham gewaende to 

his agenre bjrig into rome. ])a het he him to gelangian ealle ])a He conauiti 

ealdormaen. n ba boceras baes iudeiscan folces. 1 acsode hiom hwses about the 

. Cro86. 

tacen f bion mihte J^e he on ]>8ere heofenan swa mserlice scinende 
geseah. Hio ]>a cwsedon hit is f mjcele 3 f msere heofenlice 
tacen. ]>e ]>8es lifigendan godes sunu on ])rowode. Da f geacsodon 
]>e ]>8er cristene wseron. ]>a coman hio hrsedlice to %am mseran 
kasere constantine. 3 swipe blij^um mode him bodedon J^a halgan 
])rynesse. 3 be ])am halgan tocyme. psss acsennedan godes sunu. on 
hwylce wisan he ^aksenned wsere burh msenniscne lichaman of * [leaf 11, 

. . back.] 

]>sere halgan fsemnan sanctA marian. *] tealdon Ydf^i pa, ])rowunga pe 

ure hselend on psere rode 'Srowode. for mankjnnes hselo. *] alesed- 

nesse. *] hu ure drihten on byrgenne waes bebyriged. *] on pa,m 

%riddan dcege undeajjlice of dea'Se aras. 3 helle gehergode. 3 ]>one 

ealdan diofol geband. 3 seo})]>en to heofenum astah. 3 j>ider weg 

gerymde ]>am pe f geeamian willa%. Da ]>is pa,m mseran kasere 

constantine geteald wses. p& wearS he swi^e bli^e on mode. 3 

assende |>a his moder elenan mid myclum werode to rome byrig to 

^am} biscope.3 hine giomlice biddan het. f he rsedlice him tocome 1 ms. "Sa. 

3 hine gefullade; ba sona se biscop ]>8es gode bancode. -] hine constantine u 

baptized. 

gefullode on fseder naman. 3 sunu 3 on ]>8es halgan gastes. 3 hine 
fbstlice trymede. to pa,m rihtan geleafan. 3 he ]>a ealle hiora 
diofol-geld tobrsec. 3 towearp. 3 him psdr cirican gehalgode 3 ealle 
ciriclice hades gesette be 8endeb3n*dnesse. Da sio^^en se msera 
kasere constantinus ^wses getrymed mid rihtan geleafan. He * [leaf 12.] 
pek liomian ongan p& godcundan lare. 3 ]>a halgan cristes bee 
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6 DISCOVERY OF THE SiiCBED CROSS. 

holy books of Christ. When he had learned in the holy books in 
which place our Lord was anhanged on the cross, then sent he his 
mother the holy woman Helena with a large army to the great 
city Jerusalem, that she might enquire there concerning the holy 
cross; and he bade her that she should build churches in that same 
place where she, through God's assistance, might find the holy cross. 
The blessed queen Helena then put her trust firmly in God Almighty 
and departed. When she entered into the great city of Jerusalem, then 
bade she to be assembled before her all the Jewish folk. When they 
came before her then spake she unto them, thus saying: ^'I know, 
having learnt in your prophetical books, that you were from the first 
chosen by Christ himself ; and ye know how our Lord wrought divine 
miracles — ^many blind he caused to see, and to the deaf he gave hearing, 
and drove out devils from demoniacs, and cleansed the lepers, and 
raised the dead to life, and healed many and divers diseases ; and your 
elders through the devil's lore doomed the Kedeemer, the Almighty 
Lord, deliverer of the earth, to death, and hanged him on the cross ; 
and he on the third day arose from the dead. And your hearts are 
yet hardened so that ye may not understand nor acknowledge the true 
Creator of the earth, the Saviour and Redeemer; but the curse still 
abideth over you, which your elders themselves asked for in the passion 
of our Lord, when they said, 'His blood and the vengeance of his 
blood be upon us and upon our children.' But choose ye now the 
wisest men of your kin so that they may rightly answer that which 
I shall ask them." And they then in great fear went out, and earnestly 
considered what the question should be. And then they chose a thou- 
sand of the best of the learned Jewish men and brought them before the 
holy queen. Then spake the holy queen Helena : " Take heed now to my 
words. Behold I have ye not learned in your prophetical books concerning 
the advent of the begotten Son of God, and how our Saviour was 
hanged on the cross as his own will was. So ye yourselves have 
learnt all these things and know them, and yet will not now understand 
what I wish to enquire of you." They answered and said, " Tell us, lady, 
wherefore thou spakest so sternly to us?" And she answered and 
said, '' Go out and choose you of these the men who are best learned 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PJre halgan rode gemetnes. 7 

ri^dan ; )?a he geliorued hsefde on )>am halgan bocum. on hwyl- 
cere stowe ure drihten on rode ahangen woes f ]>a, saende he his 
moder jja halgan fsemnari elenan mid myclum werode to bare Helena goes 

, , to Jeraaalem 

wuldorfullan byng hierusalem. to bam -b hio bser ofaxian scolde *« ^eek the 

, * ' * Croes. 

)« halgan rode. •] he hire behead -f hio scolde on ))aere ilcan stowe 
cirican gefcimbrian }>ser hio }>urh godes fultuw J?a halgan rode 
gefindan mihte; Seo eadige cwen elena ]>a, fsestlice hire hiht 
gesette on gode selmihtigum. ^ tcferde; pa hio ineode on )?a 
wuldorfullan byrig ierwsalem. ba het hi hiore toffesawmian eall shecomuits 

. . . . the Jews. 

f iudeisce folc ; ))a ]>a hi coman beforan hire. ^ sprsec hio hiom 
to. "} ]?us cwce^ ; Ic wat ^ geliomod hsebbe on eower witegung- 
bocuw f ge wseron fram frym^e gecorene fram~ criste selfum. ^ 
ge witan hu ure drihten godcuude wuldre geworhte. fela blinda 
he onlihte. ^ deafuw *hearcnunge forgeaf. ^ deofla heof niannum * [leaf 12. 
adrsefde. 3 reofli[c]e he geclaensode. *] deade he to life arserde. 
^ msenige mistlice untrumnessa he gehselde. 3 eowre eldran ])one 
selmihtigan drihten middaneardes alesend ])urh diofles lare to 
dea^e gedemdon. 3 on rode ahengon ; 3 he on ]?aw ^riddan daege 
of dea^e aras f 3 get eowre heortan aheardode siondon f ge ne 
magon ongeton ne oncnawan ]?8ene sojjfsestan scyppend middan- 
eardes hselend; [3 alesend; ac] seo awyrgednes^ ofer eowwuna'S. UntheMs. 

se is wrongly 

|)e eower yldran absedon sylfe on j^aera ]?rowunga ures drihtnes. ]>& added to 

hio cwsedon sio his blod 'j his blodes wraec. ofer us. 3 ofer ure 

beam; Ac geceosa^ eow nu ]?a wisestan maen of eowre meegSe 

to ]?awi f hio me rihtlice ^wyrdan magon ]?aes ic hiow axian xiie Jews are 

wille ; 3 hio ]?a mid myclum ege uteodon. 3 giornlice ]>ohtan 

hwaet seo acsung beon scolde. 3 hio ))a gecuron jjusend ]?ara betst Atiiousandof 

gelaeredra iudeiscra manna. ■] }>a toforan j?are halgan cwene i«w»^Jew» 

gelaeddon. Da sprsec seo halige cwen elena. undernima^ nu **®^®"*^ 

mine word, la hu ne lior*nodon ge on eowrum witegung-bocum * [leaf 1.3.] 

be ]>B.m tocyme )>aes ancaennedan godes sunu. -f ure haelend 

ahangen waes on rede swa his agen willa waes. swa ge selfe ealle 

\>a. ))inc witan 3 cunnan. *] nu get ge ongytan nella'S jjses ic eow 

acsian wille ; Hi andswarodon hire. *] cwaedon ; sege us hlaefdige, 

for hwi ])u us )?us sti))lice word tosprece ; Hi ^swarode 3 cwec^. 

ga^ ut 3 geceosa^ eow of ^iamn fa weras ]>e betst gelaerede 
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8 DISCOVERY OF THE SACRED CROSS. 

that they may show me this day all the things which I shall ask of 
them." Then they with great dread went out from the queen, and 
discussed among themselves and anxiously considered what the question 
might be. Then spake there one called Judas, " I know indeed what 
the question will be : it is about the holy cross on which our elders 
hanged the Nazarene Saviour. If this queen will ask about this, then 
consider whether ye will declare it unto her, for we know assuredly 
that afterwards all the ordinances of our elders shall be destroyed." 
He said then again, "Zaccheus, my old-father (grandfather), said to 
my father, and my father to me, thus saying, * My dearest child, when 
there shall be an enquiry concerning the holy cross, on which our 
elders hanged the Saviour Christ, then take heed that thou reveal it 
ere thou be quelled to death, for never any longer shall the Jewish folk 
have sovereignty, but the kingdom shall belong to those who believe in 
the Almighty God, because that he is truly the Son of the living God.' 
Then answered I my father and said, *My father, if our elders knew 
that he was the Son of the living God, wherefore did they hang him 
on the roodV Then said my father to me, *Juda, my dearest son, I 
was never of their mind, nor aided them in their counsels, but I ever 
spake most strongly against their speech (counsel), because I always 
believed on the holy and marvellous name of the Son of the living 
God, whom our elders hanged for envy, and for wrath doomed him 
to death, and hanged him on the cross ; and he was laid in the tomb, 
and on the third day, of a truth, arose from the dead ; and after his 
miraculous resurrection he appeared to his beloved apostles ; and thy 
brother Stephen firmly believed in him, and therefore the Pharisees and 
Sadducees then doomed him to death and with stones beat him (to 
death). Then said he, ''My Lord, impute thou not these sins unto 
them, which they work upon me." * Then said my father again unto 
me, ' I advise thee, my dear son, that thou continually and firmly 
believe on Christ, the Son of the living God. Then shalt thou have life 
with him ever in eternity.* These things my father Simon said to me, 
as I have now said them unto you. Take thought now whether ye will 
declare it unto her if she will ask you about it." They answered 
and said, "We never before heard these words nor these things 
which thou now sayest unto us. If this queen shall ask about these 
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bion. f hio me on ]>isum dsege ealle ]>a ]>inc gecy)>aQ magan Jye 

ic heom acsian wille. Hio ]>a mid mycelum ege uteodon fram 

)>9eTa cwena. 3 heom betwionan geflit hsefdon. -} geomlice ]>ohtan 

hwset seo axung beon mihte; ]>a sprsec ]>ier an iudas waes ge« JudMiaji 

haten. Ic wat 8o]>lice hwset )>eos axung bion wile, ymbe ]>as knows of the 

halgan rode }ie ure jldran ]>one nazareniscan hselend on ahengon. 

Gif ]>eos ewen ]>ises axian wille. ]>onne behealdan ge hw8e]>er ge _. 

hit hire gecy|ian willen. for J>an we witan 8o]>lice f sio^S^n 

ealle iire yldrena gesetnesse toworpene bio]>; he cwce6 ]>a eft 

Zacheus min ealde faeder saede minum fseder. 1 min feeder *8aede * [i^i3» 

back.] 

me -} CW8&6 to me. min bearn f liofesta ]>ofi seo axung gewur}ie hib 

ymbe ]>a halgan rode. )>e ure yldran haelend crist on ahengon. zaccheui had 

]>on wama ]>u ]>e -^ ]>u hio ky^e. esr ]>am ]>u to dea^e gecwylmed infomiAtion. 

wur])e. for]>am nsefre ma iudeisc folc Isenc ne rixa^. Ac ]>on bi]i 

)>8era manna rice ]>e gelefa^ on ])one selmihtigan god. for )>am |>e 

he is 80]>lice ])8es lifigendan godes sunu ; ]>a ^swarode ic minum 

faeder 3 cwarS. feeder min gif ure yldran wysten -f he waes crist 

]>seB lifigendan godes sunu for hwi ahengon hi hine on rode ; ]>a 

cwc^ min fseder to me. luda min beam f leofesta uses ic naefre 

on heore ge]>eahte. ne heom set ]>8ere spriece ne gefultumede. 

Ac ic aefre swiJ>or ongean hio spraec forJ>on })e ic ongeat simble 

his ]>one halgan -} wundorlican naman ]>8es lijigendan godes 

sunu. J)8Bne ure yldran for andan ahengon. 3 for graman to 

dea^e gedemdon. -} hine on rode ahengon. -} he waes on byrgene 

gelegd. '} on ]>am (iriddan daege soj^lice of dea'Se aras. *"} aefter his * peaf 14.3 

wuldorfullan aeriste he hine aetewede his gecorenum liominc- 

cnihtum. 3 ))in brojjer steffani^^ faestlice on hine gelefde. ] J>a for- Stephen the 

))aw ysL fariseiscan 3 sundorhalgan hine to dea^e fordemdon. 3 j^'^ljf'®' 

hine mid stanen oftorfedon. )>a cwce^ he min drihten ne wit )>u 

heow J?as synna )>e hi on me wyrca^. J>a cwoe6 min faeder eft to 

me ic Isere ]>e min liofa beam f )>u anraedlice 3 faestlice gelyfe 

on crist ]>aes lifigendan godes sunu. )K)n haefst ]>u lif mid him a 

on ecnesse. pas ]>inc me saede min faeder symon. swa ic eow nu 

gesaed haebbe. ]>aenca^ ge nu bwae]?er^ ge hit hire cyj)an wUla^ gif *MS.j>w«I>er. 

hio eow )>ises axian wille. Hi andswarodon 3 cwaedon. Ne ge- 

herde we nae&e aer ]>as word ne ]>as )>inc ]>e ]>u nu segst. Gif |>eoB 
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10 DISCOVEIIY OF THE SACRED CllOSS. 

things then take heed to thyself that thou never disclose it unto 
her. We know it not nor are able (to know)." Wlien they were 
thus speaking among themselves, then called them thither the queen's 
soldiers and commanded that they should quickly come before the 
great queen. When they stood before her, then said she unto them, 
" Of a truth I say that I will bum you all with fire except ye 
reveal to me truly the holy cross of Christ." Then became they 
immediately much terrified, and presented to her then the one who 
was called Judas, and said to her, "Lady, this (man) is true, and he 
is the most skilful and learned of us, and he is able to show thee 
all the things which thou askest of us." The queen let them all go, 
and took Judas alone and said to him, "Now is thy life or death 
in thine own power ; choose now whichsoever thou wilt." Judas 
tli^n answered and said, "If any man be hard pressed with hunger, 
and one lay before him stones and loaves, will he ever be so foolish 
as to eat the stones and to leave the bread 1" Then answered him 
the great queen Helena, "If thou wilt live in heaven or on earth, 
then show me where the holy cross of Christ is preserved." Judas 
answered her and said, "I know not nor can, because it was done more 
than a hundred years ago, and I am young, and do not remember it." 
The great queen Helena answered him, "I have read in the holy 
books of Christ that the place is called Calvary — ^in which our Lord's 
cross is preserved. But make known to me where the place is, or I will 
command thee to be put to death by hunger." Then Judas again answered 
her and said, " I know not the place (nor can I), for I was not bom 
then." Then conmianded the queen Helena that they should take him 
and put him in a deep pit without meat or drink, and then dwelt he 
there seven days and seven nights ; and then on the seVenth day 
Judas called up from the pit and thus said, "I entreat and conjure 
you to take me out of this pit, and I will show you the holy cross 
of Christ." When he was out of the pit then went he to the place 
in which our Lord was hanged. When he came thither then he stretched 
out his arms and prayed to Christ, and thus said, "My Lord and 
Saviour Christ, thou who createdst heaven and earth and sea and 
all creatures which are therein, I entreat thee for thy great mercy 
that thou reveal to us thy holy cross, upon which thou sufferedst 
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cwen ]>ises axian wille ])onne wama ]>u )>e f )>u hit hire nsefre ne 

cy^e. We hit n3rten ne ne cunnen. Da hio I'us hiom betweonan The Jews 

. know nothing 

sprsecen. ]>a chopodan )>are cwene csempan ]>ider. 3 hio hetan f oftiwCroM. 
hio rsedlice coman toforan ])are msere cwenan. ^a hio beforan 

♦hire stodan. J>a cwarS hio hiowi to. So^lice ic secge f ic eow *[i«afi4, 

ealle on fyre hate forbseman. buton ge me soblice sfecyban ba Helena 

, Tx. . ^ f thwatensto 

halgan cnstes rode. Hi wseron ba sona swibe afyrhte crewor- bum them to 
den. 1 sealdon hire ba ssnne be ludas wies sehaten. 1 hire to they reveal 

•^ ' ^ o J theCrow. 

cw8edon. Hlaefdige j)es is so}>f»8t 3 he is gleawest ure gelsered 3 

he mseg ]>e ealle ])a ]>inc gecyjian ye ]>u us acsost. Seo cwen for- Judas is 

let ]>a hi ealle 3 nam iudan aenne. 3 him tocwc^. Nu is on 

J>inuw agenum gewealde ge J?in lif ge J?in dea'S. geoeos nu swa 

hw8&J>er swa J>u wille; he ^swarode iudas J>a hire. 3 cwarS. Qif 

hwylc man si hearde ofhingred. -] man him lec^ toforan 

stanas 3 hlafas. hwa is eefre swa dysig. f wille etan ]>a stanas -} 

Isetan ])a hlafas. Him ]>a tocwcB^ seo msera cwen elena gif ]>u 

wille libban on heofenum 0^6^ on eor])an. ]>on cy]> ]>u me. 

hwser sio halige rode cristes gehealden sy; Iudas hire ^swarode 

1 cworS. Ic nat hit. ne ne can. for ban hit wses gedon mare bonne He refuses 

to diecloae the 

for hundtiontigum gserum. 3 ic eom iung 3 f ne geman. him and- cross, 
wyrde seo msera cwen. elena. Ic hsebbe geraed on )>am halgum 
cristes bocum -f seo stow hatte *caluarie locum ye ure hselendes * [leaiis.] 
rod on gehealden is. Ac gecyj> me hwser sio stow sy. oS^ ic 
mid hungre hate ye acwellan ; Hire ^swarode y& iudas eft;. 3 
cwofS. Ne ic J>a stowe ne can ne ic J?a gyt geboren naes j J)a be- 
head seo cwen elena f hine man name. -} sette on senne diopne 
sea% buton sete 3 buton wsete. -} ]>a wunode he ]>aer seofan dagas He is cast 
3 seofan niht. 3 ])a on y&m seofo^n dsege ['Sa] cliopode iudas up 
of ^m sea'Se. -} J>us cworS. Ic eow bidde 3 halsige f ge me of 
yisam seaj^e upateon. 3 ic eow getsece J>a halgan cristes rode ; Da 5®^"^;!? 
he of ^am sea'Se w»s. j^a for he to J>are stowe ye ure hselend on h^^®'"^ 
ahangen wses. )>a he ^ider com. J>a a]>aenede he his handa. j to caivary. 
criste gebsed. -} %us cw£b%. Min drihten hselend crist )>u ye 
gescope heofenas 3 eor]>an 3 s«e 3 ealle gescaeffca ye on )>am sion- 
don. Nu bidde ic ye drihten for J)inre mycelan mildheortnesse. 
f yn »tywie us ]>ine ya, halgan rode, ye ]>u on Jirowodest. 
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12 DISCOVEAY OF THE SACBJSD CROSS. 

(death) and redeemed mankind, cause to ascend from that place the 
sweetest smell of all precious perfumes, that I may firmly belieye on 
thee, thou that art King of all kings, thou that livest and reignest 
ever in eternity." When Judas had finished this divine prayer, then 
immediately all the place quaked, and there arose from that place the 
sweetest smell of all the most precious perfumes. Then forthwith Judas 
marvelled greatly and thus said, ''I say of a truth that the Son of 
the living God is the Saviour and Redeemer of all mankind that will 
believe in him. I now entreat and conjure thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, 
that thou blot out my sin, that I may be in the number (of the elect) 
with my brother Stephen, of whom many good deeds are written (in the 
book) among the miracles of the apostles." When he had said these 
words then he took a spade and delved the earth. When he had delved 
twenty feet in the earth then found he three roods ; and forthwith 
then he was very joyful. He took the three roods and bore them to 
the great' city of Jerusalem before the great queen Helena. She then said 
to Judas, " Tell me on which of these roods our Lord was anhanged. 
I know that two of them are those of the two malefactors who were 
hanging on each side of him." Then Judas knew not what to say unto 
her, but took the three roods and set them in the midst of the great 
city of Jerusalem, and there awaited the glory (manifestation) of the Lord. 
Then it came to pass this day at noon that they brought in a young 
man that was dead. Then was Judas very glad of this, and said to the 
great queen Helena^ " Lady, now may ye perceive the might of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Thereupon Judas bade them set down the corpse, and he 
then took one of the roods and laid it upon the dead body, and then 
prayed very earnestly to God Almighty for his name and for his great 
mercy (and he also bad all the people to pray) that God Almighty 
would show, through his great might, which cross it was that he himself 
was hanged upon for the salvation of mankind. The body lay still 
as dead as it was before. He then took the second rood, but it was 
all the same. So he took the third, and then forthwith the man arose 
alive and whole, and blessed the name of the Lord. And all those 
who were there blessed, praised, and magnified the name of the Lord. 
Then was the malicious devil of hell stirred up with anger and with 
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-} mancyn alesdest. ;] do f ]>ffir astige upp of ]>8ere stowe se JadMoffen 

swetesta stsenc ealra diorwur]>ra wyrt-gemanga. f ic ]K)nne fsest- 

lice on ye gelefe. f ]>u eart * ealra kyninga kyning. ]>u ^ liofost. * [leaf is, 

;] rixast a on ecnesse. ]>a iudas ]>i8 godcunde gebed gefylled 

hsefde. ]>a sona biofode eal seo stow ;] ]>8er astah up of ^re stowe 

se swetesta stsenc. ealra diorwur]>esta wyrtgemanga. )>a sona 

iudas ^Saes mycluw wundrode. ^ J)us cwc^, Ic 8oJ)lice secge f se 

ancsenneda godes sunu is hselend. 3 nergend. ealles mancynnes. 

ye on hine gelyfan wylla%. Ic ]>e nu bidde 3 halsige min drihten 

hielend crist. f )>u adilegie mine synna f ic mote bion on ]>8em 

gerimtsele mid minum bro]>er steffane ]>e fiola goddra dseda siond 

be him awritene. gemang ]>ara apo^tola wundor-gewurcum ; )>a 

iudas ysLS word gecweden hsefde. ]>a genam be ane spada. 3 dealf They dig np 

])a eor]>an. ]>a he hsefde gedolfen twentig fota on ]>8ere eor^San. and And three 



]>a fand he )>rio roda. ]>a wses he sona swi]>e bli]>e. Genam ])a %a 

]>rio rodan. 3 bser hio to )>8ere wuldorfuUan bjrig. ien^alem. to- 

foran ])are msere cwene elenan. Hio cw8B% %a to iudan *sege *[ieaf 16.] 

me on hwylc ]>iosse roda ure hselend ahangen wsere. Ic wat 

f y& twa siondon ]>ara twegra sca^ena ]>e on twam healfeon 

his hangiende wseron. ])a njste iudas hire f to secgenne. Ac 

genam J)a ^ J?rio roda 3 gesette heo onmiddan jjsere wuldor- They brfog 

fallan byrig ien^^alem. 3 )>8er gebad drihtnes wuldres. pa hit JvuMiem. 

wses set none )>ies daeges. )>a beer man senne geongne cniht for%- 

feredne. Da wses iudas J)fles swij)e bli]>e. 3 cwarS. to Jwere mseran 

cwene elenan. Hlsefdige nu ge magon oncnawan ])a mihte ures 

drihtnes hselendes cristes; hwset iudas het ]>a settan f lie 3 

genam y& ]>a ane rode 3 legde uppe ]>am deadan bsed ]>a swijie 

giome god aelmihtigne for his naman 3 for his mseran mild- 

heortnesse. 3 eall f folc ealswa biddan het. f god selmihti 

scolde geswuteligan ]>urh his mseran mihte hwylc sio rod wsera 

be he self on ahangen wses for mancynnes hselo. Se lichama The true crote 

''=>*' it discovered 

Iseg swa foi^ dead swa he ser wses. He genam )>a oJ)re. Jja **^2d Si?' 
wses hit eal f ilce. pa genam he *J)a )>riddan. j^a aras se t^^^^' 
cniht sona libbende 3 gesund 3 drihtnes naman bletsode. 3 ealle 
)>a ]>e )>ser wseron bletsodon 3 heredon 3 msersodon drihtnes 
naman. pa wses se ni]>{ulla diofol on helle mid eorre 3 mid 
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hot-heartedness, and he therewith loudly roared and thus said, " Lo I 
what man is this that hath now betrayed me 1 O thou Nazarene Jesus ! 
through thy passion thou hast regained to thyself all^ the souls that 
I formerly by myself had betrayed. O thou Judas ! what is this that 
thou hast now done to me 1 Erewhile I, through one Judas, the be- 
trayer of Christ, was honoured, and I drew much people to hell, but 
through this Judas I am degraded." Then Judas became filled with the 
Holy Ghost and thus spake, " May the Saviour who liveth and reigneth 
sink thee into the deep abyss of hell!" Forthwith was the devil no 
longer anywhere to be seen or heard. When the blessed queen Helena 
heard this, she marvelled much at the great faith which Judas had 
in God, and she commanded that the cross should be worked up with 
gold and with silver and with precious stones (gems), and that churches 
should be built in that same place in which the holy rood was found, as 
her son Constantine had previously ordered. And Judas was then bap- 
tized by the city bishop (metropolitan), and the bishop changed Judas' 
name and after he was baptized called him Quiriacus. And he afterwards 
flourished so greatly that, after the death of the bishop, he was elected 
and consecrated a bishop. Then began Helena to enquire very earnestly 
concerning the nails which had been driven through the hands and 
feet of our Saviour. She commanded them to bring to her the holy 
bishop Quiriacus, who was formerly called Judas, and said to him, " I 
bid and conjure thee that thou make a search for the nails with which 
our Saviour was fastened to the cross." And forthwith the holy bishop, 
with his mass-priests and with his deacons and with the believing folk, 
departed thither to the place called Calvary, and bore with him the 
holy rood. When they came to the place, then he raised his eyes up 
to heaven and secretly beat on his breast and thus said, " My Lord 
Jesus Christ, I pray and beseech thee for thy great and exalted mercy 
that thou show me the nails with which thy holy body was fEustened 
to the cross." When he had spoken these words, all the people said 
"Amen." And there came up a great light from the place in which 
the holy rood was discovered, and there appeared the nails shining 
and glistening in the earth like the purest gold. All those who were 
there spake and thus said, "Now may we know and understand of 
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hatbeortnesse astyred. 3 he fa swij>e hlude rymde 3 )?us cwcb^. Satan's 
Hwset is la nu f me beswicen bsefS. Eala |)U nazarenisce 
bselend )?urb J?ine J)rowunga j)e J?u getuge to J>e ealle J>a sawla 
))e ic aer ]?urb me beswican hsefde. Eala )?u iudas bwset is )?is 
"^ ]>u me nu gedon bsefst. Mr ic J^urh ]>one iudas cristes 
belseweud wses gewur|>od 3 ic mycel folces to belle geteab 
Nu ic ]?urb ]?isne iudan earn fram aworpen. Iudas wear¥ ]?a 
gefylled mid ]>am balgan gaste 3 ]?us cworS. Se baelend ]>e 
lio£Ek% 3 rixa^ J>e bessence on Jjone diopan belle grand. Sona 
]>a nses se diofol )>8er nabwser gesewen ne gebered. Da bio ]>is 
geberde seo eadige cwen elena. ]>a wundrode bio swi]>e ]>9es 
mycelan geleafan ))e iudas. to gode baefde. 3 bio ]>a balgan cristes The Cross is 
rode bewyrcan bet mid golde 3 mid seolfre. ■] mid diorwur]?uw ornamented, 
gimmuw. 3 cirican bet getimbrian *on J>8ere ilcan stowe }>e seo * [leaf 17.] 
rod on afiinden wses. Swa bire sunu constantiuus eer beboden 
hsefde; •} iudas J^a fiillubt underfeng set ]>am burb-biscope. 3 Judasis 
se biscop iudas naman awsende. •} bine bet quiriacuw sio^en 
he gefuUad wses. •} he ))a seo)?)?en mserlice ge]?eah. f sefter Jjsbs 
biscopes for^si'Se. he wear^ to biscope gecoren. •} gehalgod. 
Da ODgan sanct& elena swi^e gioriilice axian ]>a nseglas |>e ures 
bselendes band a 3 his fet }>urh adrifene wseron. Hio bet biore Helena 

- _ _ _ , , . , , inquires for 

togefeccan ]>one halgan biscop cwinacum. ]>e ser wses mdas thenaiisof 

gehaten. 3 him to cwcb^. Ic J)e bidde 3 halsige f J>u ofaxie 

fia nseglas J?e ure bselend on j^sere rode mid gefsestned wses. *] he 

Bona se halga biscop mid his msesseprestum 3 mid bis diaconum. 

3 mid )>am geleaffulluw folce J?ider for. to J>8ere stowe caluarie 

locum. 3 mid him beran bet ]>a halgan rode; ]>a bio to ])sere 

stowe coman ]>a abof be his eagan up to beofenum. 3 digellice 

on his briost beot. 3 jjus cwee^. Min dribten bselend crist. 

Ic J?e bidde 3 halsige for J?inre mycelan 3 mse*ran mildbeort- J^Y^^' 

nesse. f }>u me gecyjje J>a nsegelas ]?e J?in halige licbama on 

]?8era rode mid afsestned wses ; J)a be )?as word gecweden hsefde. 

)>a cwcr6 eal -f folc amen. 3 ])ser com mycel leobt up of Jjsere 

stowe be seo halige rode on afunden wses. 3 bser setywedon ba Judas 

, ^ ® . ,. / / di^oversthe 

nseglas. 3 on ]>are eor]>an scman 3 blican swa f seloste gold; naus. 
ealle jja J)e fser wseron. sprsecon 3 J>us cwsedon. Nu we magon 
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a truth that the (only) begotten Son of Qod is the Saviour and Redeemer 
of all mankind that believe in him. And then the holy bishop St. 
Cyriacus, with great joy and gladness, took the nails and brought them 
to the worshipful queen Helena ; and forthwith she bowed ber knees and 
inclined her head to the earth, and inwardly she prayed to the nails, and 
earnestly began to consider to what purpose she might best employ the 
nails. Then came there a voice from heaven and said, ** Take the nails, 
Helena, and command them to be forged on thy son the Emperor Con- 
stantine's bridle, then shall he obtain victory and peace in every battle." 
And then she did as was bidden her through the Holy Ohost, and she then 
gave many gifts to the bishop Quiriacus. And the holy bishop had so 
many gifts from God that he through his divine prayers healed many 
divers diseases. And the blessed queen Helena again returned to the city 
of Eome, and made known all these things to the great Kaiser Constantine, 
and she bade all her folk that they should ever keep this day, on which 
Christ's holy rood was found, in great honour. The Jews had taken 
Christ's holy rood, tbrough the devil's lore, and had hidden it under the 
earth one hundred and thirty-three years, but the merciful Lord would 
not permit that the cross on which he himself had willingly suffered 
and redeemed all mankind should be any longer concealed, but that it 
should be gloriously manifested, as we have before told you, on this day, 
for his praise and honour, and for our heal and preservation from all 
the devil's temptations. It is meet that we ever honour this day with 
church-going and with alms-deeds and with holy prayers, so that we 
may so sanctify ourselves through the holy rood of Christ that we may 
escape all assaults of devils in this life and their fellowship in the future 
life. And may our Lord, who suffered on the holy rood, so help us 
that we may observe what our Lord's will is, and what is needful for 
ourselves ; and ever let there be thanks to him because he suffered for 
us, and to him ever be praise and honour for all his goodness which he 
xhath shown to mankind, for ever and ever to all eternity. Amen. 
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oncnawan 3 ongeton so]>lice. f se acsenneda godes suniL is 

faeelend. -} lysend ealles mancynnes. )>e on hine gelefa^ ; 3 he 

]>a se biscop Bcmctus cwiriacus mid mycelre blisse ^ mid gefean. 

genam ]>a nseglas 3 bio brohte to )>are arwur]>an cwene elenau. st.auiriac 

^ heo sona heore cneowe gebygde. 3 hire heafod ahelde to fsere ^ Helena. 

eor]>an. 3 inweardlice bio gebsed to )>am nseglan. "} giomlice 

]i8encan ongan. bu bio ymbe ]>a Dseglas betet gedon mibte. Da 

com stflefn of heofenum. i cwee^. Nim bas needas elena. i beo voice bade her 

•' r © J to forge them 

besmij>iaii bat on J>ines sunu bridle constantinus J>8bs caseres. J^f®"' 
psenne gefeertS be sige. 1 sibbe on aegbwylcuw *gefeobte. 3 beo fa [leaf is.] 
swa dyde swa bire beboden wses. ]>urb J^one balgan gast. -} bio 
]?a gifede mycele )>inc ]>am biscope cwiriace ;) se balga biscop 
swa mycele gife baefde aet gode. f he J?urb bis godcunda gebeda 
msenige mistlice untrumnessa gebselde ; 3 heo y& seo eadige cwen 
elena eft onffean for to rome byrig. 1 ealle bas bine bam mseran Helena 

' . , , , , 1 ,, ^ , returned to 

kasere constantme gecydde. 1 heo budon ba eallum bam folce. Rome, and 

**•'•'. ^ ^ related all 

■f beo symble J)ysne daeg mid mycelre arwur]?nesse bealdan *>»«• 

scoldon. j)e seo balige cristes rode on afunden wsbs; )>a iudeas ^^^wn. 

naman ]?a balgan cristes rode )>urb diofles lare. ^ bio hebyddon au folk wera 

under eoi%an. an bund geara 3 ]>ri ^ ]>rittig geara ; ba nolde se honour the 

day on 

mildbeorta dribten gejjafigen J)e on hire self willes ]?rowode. 3 on which the 

' Cro«8 waA 

]>am rode tacne call mancyn alysde. ^ heo bebyd alsenc wsere. found, 
ac heo wuldorfuUice geswutelode eal swa we ser beforan eow 
rseddon. on Jjisum balgan dsege f him selfum to lofe 3 to wur^- 
mynte. 3 us to bsele. *^ [g]escyldnesse wij> ealle diofles costnunga *[ieaf 18, 
us gedafena^ ^ we ]>isne daeg. simble wur]>ian mid ciric-socnum. 
•} mid selmesdeedum. 3 mid halgum gebedum. f we ]?urh ]>a Letusbieu 

ounelves 

balgan cristes rode us gebletsian moton. f we ealle diofla on through the 

" ® ^ , Cross fromaU 

]>isum life. 3 on J>am toweardan hynj>a. ^ midwununga for- J^jjf**^^ 
bugan magon. 3 motan; we dribten ]>e on j^aere balgan rode 
]>rowode us gefultumige f we hit swa to bealdan motoR swa ures 
dribtnes willa si. -} us B[e]lfu77i )>earflic si. si him simble \>aac 
J)»8 ]?e he for us ]?rowode 3 si him simble lof 3 wuldor ealre^ his ^^^^jf' 
godnessa. J)e he mancynne gecyd haefS. a on ealre wurulda giOT?*^"^^^ 
wuruld a on ecnesse. AMEN, ^^ *^®'- 
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PE HOLY BODE. 



[fol. 63 6.] 
1 treo. 
s de)>e. 
8burf. 
4 bulke. 
B jMit we. 
< furstiboujt. 

7 And b\],\a 
bnrf atreo to 
lyue. 



B broujte. 
9 B)e. 

u> boujte. 

iiOfJ>etreo. 
la omitted. 
i8I,e. 

M ich wole. 
»* 50U nou. 
wfe. 
17 man. 
u sinne. 
» his. 
«> surne. 
a» fe3 hit. 

» MS. And, 
H. Ane. 
S3 louerd. 

M omitted. 
35 whan. 
« fulfuld. 



37 mid. 
» smirie. 
30 aqnenche. 

[fol. 64.] 



II 

pE HOLY RODE*. 

[Ashm. MS. Bodleian Lib. 43.] 

pE holi rode J)e swete tre^f ri^t is to habbe i» munde 

pat ha]? from stronge de\>^ ibro^t to lyuef al mankunde 
pom' a* tre^ we* were uerst uorlore* i a/nd uerst ibrojt 

to gnmnde 
And }K)ru a tre seJ>J>e to lyue^ ibrojt* ihered be ]>alke 4 

stot^nde 
Al [h]it com of one more f J>at ous to dejje brojte* 
And J)at ous bro3te' to lyue ajen^f Jjoruj* ihe«t«« J)at ous 

bo3te" 
Of ye appeltre" Jwtt our uerste" fader f ]>en" lujier appel 

nom 
In ye manere yat icbulle^* jou^" telle f ye swete rode com 8 
po adam our'* uerste fader^'^f ye sunne" badde ido 
And idriue was out of paraisf and eue is'' wif also 
After milse ^eme*^ hi cride f J>ei it** late were 
Ane^ bi-heste [he] hadde of our lord*' f J>o me him drof 12 

out yere 
pat^ wen^ ye tyme were uolueld*' f our lord*' hiw* wolde 

bi)ienche 
And wij)^ oile of mylse smerie^ hiwif and his sunne*^ 

quenche^ 
Gret hope hadde to ]>is bihestef adam euermo 
In ye ualeie of ebronf he lyuede in tene a/nd wo 16 

Twei sone he hadde aeyye f caym and abel 
pat on slou3 yat oyer uor en-vie f as ^e wite)> wel 



* CoUated with HarL MS. 2277 (imperfect). 
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11. 

HOU pE HOLY CROS WAS Y-FOUiV^DE*. 
[Yemon MS. Bodleian Lib.] 
hE holy Rode, J)e swete treo* riht is to hauen in muynde, [foi. as h, 

col. 2.] 

pat ha]> from strong de]> i-brouht' to lyue al Monkuynde, 

porwh a treo we weore for-lore* and fiirst i-brouht to Through • 

tree mankind 
grounde, ^^^ ruined, 

4 porwh a treo seb|)e to line i-brou3t* I-heried beo )>ulke »nd through* 

tree were 

Btounde I »v«*- 

AI hit com of one More* ]>at ys to de]>e brou^te^ 
And yat vs* to lyue a^ein* J>orwh Ihesus jjat vs bou3te; 
Of }»e treo* }>at vre furste Fader* ])e lu|)er Appel of nom*, 
8 In ])e Maner- fat ich ow telle wole* }>e swete Rode com : 
% po^ Adam vre furste Fader* }>e sunne hedde i-do 
And i-driue out of Paradis*, and his wyf also, 
After Miloe wel ^eome he criede*, J)ei3 hit late were; 
12 A bi-heste he hedde of yr lord*, bo me him drof out God promised 

' Adam the 

bere, OU of Meici 

when he was 

pat whon }>e tyme weore folfuld* vr lord him wolde bi- pjJJJJi^*®' 

)>enche, 
And mid Oyle of merci smere him' and his sunnes 

quenche : 
Qret hope hedde Adam* to bis bi-heste euer-mo: Adam and 

Eve lived in 

16 In ]>e valeye of Ebron* he liuede mid teone and wo: great hope of 
Twey Boncs he hedde seJ)J?e*, Caym*_and Abel: JhefuvSta 

For Envye* J?at on slou^ )?at o]?ur*, And ]?at ^e witej? wel ; w^'' *" 

Two sons they 
had, Cain and 
* The Title is taken from the Index. '^*>«>- 
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po caym hadde his bro]>er aslawe i iflemd he was ]>eruore 
po adam isei ]>at he hadde f is twei sones uorlore 20 

He wep cmd made deol Inou^f lord he sede ]>in ore 
Ney wowman ichabbe to muche ibe f Inele com ney hire 

nammore 
pre harmes ichabbe J)oru hire iheuedf my-sulf uerst 

uorlore 
And myne sones bo]>e alasf and of al womman is more 24 
Nolde adam come j>o ney is wiff two hondred ^er ne 

more 
Vor wo J?at he hadde uor hiref cmd euere he lyuede in 

sore 
Seype he hadde tokaynge of our lordf ]>at he scholde to 

is wif wende 
Ne dorste he no^t be ]>er a3enf an sone he hadde aten- 28 

ende 
*n not quite Scth he let is name *nempnef and se)>]>e he hadde mo 
Al is lif ]>e sell moT^f ladde m tene amd wo 
po he was of nyne hondred 3er f a/nd two and ]>ritti old 
pe streng)>e him failede of is lymesf is bodi bicom al 32 

cold 

He ne mi^te no^t swynke aboute j)e erj)e f J)e wedus up to 

drawe 
Of is lif he was anuyd f he wilnede be of dawe 
He sat a/nd carede of is lif f he clupede is sone seth 
Sone he sede icham weri ileued f ic^ wilny muche my dej? 36 
po ic^ was idryue of porais f our lord bihet me ]>ere 
To smerc me wij> J?e oile of mylce f wen it tyme were 
So longe ichabbe abide ]>er-afterf )>at I ne may libbe 

nammore 
To porais ]>ou most ]>er-after gof and bidde him mylce 40 

and ore 
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po Caym hedde his brobur i-slawe* i-flemed he was ber- Caindewhii 

' brother, and 

^ fore : waa banished. 

20 po Adam say^ ]>at he hedde* bo|>e his sones for-lore 

He wep and made deol i-nouh*: 'Mord," he seide "]>m 

ore I 
Neih wommon ichaue to muche i-beo*, I nule come neih Adam'aays 

that he wUl 
hire no more I oome near hia 

wife no more, 

. preo harmes ichabbe for hire i-had% my self fdrst for- 
lore, 
24 And nou my sones, welawey ! * of Al. wommon is more '* : nor did he for 

more than 

% po nolde Adam come neih his wyf* two hundred ^er soo years. 
and more, 
For wo ]>at he hedde i-had*, and euere he lyuede in sore : 
From TT lord toknynge he hedde se]>]>e* ]>at he scholde Adam and 

Eve come 

to his wyf wende : together 



28 Ne dorste he not beo ber a-aeyn': A child he hedde ^e bears wm 

' '' " another son. 

atte ende, ^^^ 

Sethf he let his nome nempne% and se]>]7en heo hedden 

mo : 
Al his lyf ]>is sell mon* liuede in teone and wo : 
Ifpo he was of Nyne hundred ^er*, and two and ]>ritti ^^3^^^ 

rvlfl old he was too 

"^"' feeble to woric. 

32 His streng)>e faylede of his limes*, his bodi bi-com al 

cold; 
Mihte he not aboute \e eor])e swynke*, ne )>e weodes yp 

to drawe; 
Of his lyf he was a-nuy^ed* he wilnede to ben of dawe : He was tired 

'' " '^ of his life. 

He sat* and Garede of his lyf*: he clepte his sone Seth: [foi.89, 
36 " Leoue sone* icham weri of-liued*, ich wilne aftur my dej> : He t^is seth 
po ich was i-driuen out of paradys*, vr lord bi-het me ^J**™"^ 

Paradise for 

pere the ou of 

WiJ> Oyle of Milce smere me* whonne hit tyme were; *"^* 
So longe ichabbe ]>er-afitur a-bide* ]>at ich may libbe no 

more : 
40 To Paradys }>ow most }>er-after go* and cr en him Milce 

and ore; 
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pe angel ]>oa schalt ]>0r Ifyndef ]>at drof me out at ]>e 

5ate • 

Say icA abide ]>ulke bihestef me ]>enc]> it come]> to late 
^nc2 ]>at elde me ha]> ouercomef ]>at I ne may libbe 

longe 
MBMwmde, Bede him J)at ich deie mote f one? J>e oile of mylce auonge * 44 
Ine can narine wei qua]> is sonef yaderwBjrd ich wene 
Leue Bone qua]> adamf ]>e wei is wel i-sene 
Wen ]>ou comst to ]>e ende of ]>is ualeie f a grene wei ]>ou 

Bcbalt weTide 
pat ri^t euene estward ge]> f to porais last ]>e on ende 48 
p^r-bi wende ]>i moder onc^ ichi ^ ich porais uor-let 
Enmch stepe J>at we on stepe f uorbamde imder our uet 
Ne my^te neuereft J>er graa growef tmd al J)e oJ)er wei 

is grene 
For ]7e foule sunne }>at we dude f our stapes worj) isene 62 
[foi.64 5.] per-by Jm>u myjt wi]>]>oute defautef to porays euene 

gon 
Seth nom is fader blessyngf cmd wende him uor]> anon 
pe stapes be vond uorwelwedf as is fader bim sede 
po be to ])e ^ate comf be ne dorste go ner yor drede 56 
An angel com sone to ]>e ^ate f and escte wat be so^te 
He sede )>at to bim an emdef fram bis fSftder be bro^te 
pat be was old and weri ilyued f and ]>at bim longede 

sore 
After ye swete oyl of mylce f uor be ne myjte libbe 60 

namuTore 
3e qua]> ]>e angel is be so f be ne scbal fer-oi nojt 

doute 
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pe Aungel boa schalt bere fnide* bat drof me out atte Anangei 

5ate : gate of 

Sey yat ich a-byde ]>at ilke bi-heste*, ac bit come]> wel 

late, 
And ]>at Elde me ba]> ouercome* }>at i ne may libbe not 

longe; 
44 Bidde him }>at ich dye mote* and ^ Oyle of Milce a- 

fcmge": 
ir"I' con no wey," quaj> his sone, **J)iderward }>auh ich S^^fyj^^JJ^ 

wene " : ^»y- 

*' Leue sone," quab Adam bo', " be wei is wel i-sene, Adam was 

' ^ ' J^ * f > him go to the 

Whon }h)u comest to )>e bed of J)is valeye*, a grene wey ^**°^**5*o 

fou schalt fynde, ^;£^ 
48 pat ge]> as euene as he may* to paradys ])e on ende; 

per bi^onde J>i Modur and ich*, J>o we Paradys forleete, 2eSS*ISSi 

Euerich stude* J>at we on stepten* for brende al wij> vre pj^nto^eft" 

f «f« . the Garden 

*^^> of Eden. 

Ne mihte neuer efit* gras ]>er-on grouwe*, and al ]>e o]>ar 

wey is grene, 
62 For ]>e foule sunne ]>at we duden* vr fet-steppes beoj) 

euer sene ; 
perbi ]h>u miht wi]>-oute defaute* to Paradys euene gon*": 
Sethf nom his £adur blessynge*, and ])e wey ]>iderward 

nom; 
pe steppes he fond ful wel i-wered* as his fader him 

sede : 
56 po he to be ^ate com* he dorste go no ner* for drede* : seth reaches 

Paradise* 

f An Angel J>er com sone to ])e 5ate* and asked what he 
souhte : 
He seide* a tij?inge to him* from his fader he brouhte, He delivers 
pat he was Old* and weri of-liued*, and ]>at he ,was 
alonged sore 
60 After Jtc Oyle of Milce*, })at him was bi-hote*, for he 
mi^te libbe no more: 
ir"3V quaj> ))e Angel, "is he so*1 he ne schal J>er-of 
nout doute : 
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Put In J>m heued at Jie 5ate f anef stond J)i-sulf wiJ>J)Oute 
He pulte In is heued as lie bedf cmd bi-huld al aboute 
So murie ne J^o^te him neuar in no studef |>ei he stode 64 

hiwi-sulf wi))J)Oute 
So gret delit he hadde cmd loie f of ]>e foules murie song 
Of })e swete med al-so f cmd of J)e floures \er among 
Of ech maner frut ]>at he seif ]>at smolde also swote 
pat of ech mancr vuel as him jK)5tef amon mi^te habbe 68 

\er-oi bote 
Him ]>o^te ^if he moste ]>er6 f biholde In eny stounde 
Euermo he my^te In loie bef his lymes hoi cmd souwde 
Amydde j>e place J?at was so uair f he sei an vaire welle 
Of wan alle ]?e wat^res ]?at bej> anerj>e come]> f as ]>e }>e 72 

bok de]> telle 
ifiere. Ouer })e welle stod a tref wij? bowes brode and lere* 

Ac it ne bar mi\er lef ne rynde f as it uorolded were 
A neddre it hadde biclupt aboute f al naked wi]>]K)^te 

skynne 
pat was |>e tre cmd J^e addref ]>at made adam uerst do 76 

sunne 
Efsone he bihuld In ate ^ate f ]7e tre him ]>o^te he sei 
Vaire ileued and iwoxef up to heuene an hei 
A ^ong child he sei up ]>e tref in smale clo]>es iwou?^e 
• MB,<ifto, pe more of^ ]7e tre him J?03te tilde f jjoru-out helle 80 

grot^nde 
His broJ?6r soule abel ekf him J^o^te In helle he sei 
pe angel him drof ]k) fram J^e ^ate f ])at he nas nammore 

J)6r nei 
pe child he sede ]>at ])0U isei^f a noueward \>e tre 
Qodes sone it was ]>at wole aner])ef uor J^ine fader 84 

sunne be 
And J>e oile of milce wij> him bringef wen ye tyme 

luelle is 
And smere }>er-wij) cmd bringe of pynef J?i fader cmd 

alle his 
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Pult in byn bed* here atte aate*, and stond bi-self wib-oute " : Beth is tow to 

^^ ^ r r put hia head 

He pult[e] in his hed", as he bad*, and bi-heold al aboute; fawidethe 
64 So mune ]>ou3te him neuere in no stude*; ]>ei3 his bodi 
weore wiJ>-oute, 



If Him Jihou^te* ^if he moste jjere* bi-holden eny stounde, 
Euermore he mihte in ioye libbe*, in limes hoi and 
sounde* : 
If Anxidde be place* bat was so feir* he sauh a feir welle, He saw there 

a well that 

72 Of whom alle be watres on eorbe comeb*. as be Bok vs mppiiesau 

^ r r> r the waters of 

deej> telle; theearth. 

Ouer ])e welle stod a treo*, wij> bowes brode and lere*, *?»ere. 
* Ac hit ne bar. Lef* ne Rynde*, bote as hit for-Oldet were ; leaflees and 

bare, 

A* Neddre hit hedde bi-clupt a-boute*. al naket wib-outen embraced by 

* 'an adder. 

skynne ; 
76 pat was ])e treo* and ]>e Neddre* ])at furst made Adam 
do synne : 
He bi-heold eft sone in atte jate*, ]>at treo eft sone he seih, He looked in 

again and saw 

Swibe feir hed* and i-woxen* yp to heuene an heih: atreereach- 

^ *^ ' faigtoHeaven 

A-nowarde he sayh' a aong smal child*, in smale clobes —in the top 

•^ ^ ^ ' ' hesawababy 

i-wounde : *? "P^ 

clothes. 

80 pe Eoote of be treo him bhoiute tilde* a-doun to belle Therootofthe 

tree reached 
fifrOUnde : to Hell, where 

. \ . Abel his bro- 

Abeles soule his brojiur also* him ]>hou^te in belle he seih ; «»« ^^is. 
po drof }>e Angel* him from Jie jate* Jjat he no more ne 
seih: 

% "pe child," quaj> \^ Angel*, "]>at }h)u se^e* anouwarde on Thechiwin 

the tree was 

]>e treo, ood'sson, 

84 pat was Godus sone* ])at wolde on eor]>e* for ]>i fader 
sunnes beo, 
And J>e Oyle of Milce bringe mid him* whon Jie tyme brfS^tbeoii 

i-fuld is of Mercy to 

To smere })er-wij>* and bringen of peyne* J>i fader and 
alle his": 
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pe angel wende to ]>ulke tref an appel ^r-of he nom 
And tok seth J>er-of ]?re cumelesf J?o he to him com 88 

And hed him ]>ulke c«*meles leggef vnder Is fader 

tonge 
And bnrie him wen he were ded f cmd loke wat ]>er-of 

spronge 
Seth wende a^en as he comf nor ]>e wei was wel isene 
Cfoi.65.] Vor J>e stepes were al uorbrendf cmd J)e o})er wei al 92 

grene 
la^e. Po ^^ was horn a^en^ icome 5 his fader he fond ded 

• tniige. pe ci«meles he dnde vnder is^ tonge' f as ])e angel^ him 

°** hadde ised 

efffe -4nc? se})]7e^ he burede him as ri^t wasf in ualeie' of 

ebron 

sSfaa'but -^^ of-swonke is owe^ mete^f he nuste no betere 96 
xT»u wwMc. iwon 

•a. WiJ>J)ywne an* vewe 5er J>er-afterf J)is ct^meles gonne 

lovpsprfnge. [upsjpringe^® 

'^>«o'a>w pre [faire] jerden^^ Jier woxe oP*f vaire J>om alle J>inge" 

Mf^rt1>f P^ ^^ ^^'^ iwoxe to" ye lengjTof of an elne^*^ icA wene 

i?Jiffild. ^^ }>ulke Stat hi stode longe f cmd euermore grene^* 100 

M^dfi^Se Vorte moyses J>e prophetef aboute eode^^ in ye londe 

^e*°* To lere yat folc of israelf [and] J>o vond he ye ^crdon 

"'^ stonde 

MtoiuSii ^^ ^^^ ^® sede" gret toknynge^^f of ye holi trinyte 

Fader and sone cmd holi gostf of ]>is ^erden ]>re 104 

afii^*"**"^ Vp he hem nom**^ wij) gret honwrf cmd in auair^^ cloJ> 
»hiwounde. hem wond^* 

"fflSide "^ swote smul yer com out of^^f yat smulde^ in-to al 
» londe. yat lond^ 

»l»eb€t rp^ cowfermy [ye] bet^ is lawef he ber*^ hem norJ> in^ 

is bond 
jrtkman. jj^j^ sikemow^® [J)at] yerto hopede f is hele anon^ he 108 

vond. 
Mrijt. To teche Jjat folc J)e rijte** lawef J>e jerden aboute he 

ber 



» 



on. 
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If po wende J)e Angel* to bulke treo*, an Appel jjer-of he The Angei 

takes an ap-> 
nom ; pie off the 

tree and gives 

88 preo Cumels he tok him ]>er-of se]7))e*, ]h> he to him com, nota. 
And bad him ]>u]ke Cumels* legge vndur his fader tonge ^?t^£ 
Whon he weore ded* and i-buried', to loke what ]>er-of them under 

Adam's 
Spronge : tongue when 

t^ m m m m hC IS dCAd, 

If Seth* wemle a-^eyn as he com*, J)e wey was wel y-sene, 
92 For )>e stappes weore* al for-brend*, and ])e oj^ur wey al 
grene : 
po he was hom a-^ein i-come* his fader he fond ded; • 

He dude |>e Cumels vndur his tonge*^ as ^ Angel him when Adam 

, . died Seth did 

bea, as he was 

And seJ)J)e buriede him, as riht was*, in J>e Vaal of 
Ebron, 
96 And bi-swonk his owne mede*, ))0 he nuste non o])er 
whon : 
irWi))-Inne a fewe jer Jieraftur* J)is Cumels bi-gonne to After a few 

yean the pips 
Spnnge ; begantogrow. 

preo smale ^erden ^ woxen*, feire }H)rwh alle )>inge; Three smau 
po heo weoren i-woxen to }>e leng]>e* of an Elne, ich ForViong"^' 

time they re- 
Wene, malned only 

100 In }>ulke stat heo stoden longe* and euere-more grene, ^' 

% Forte Moyses ]>e prophete* eode her in ]>is londe 

To leren ]>e folk of I[s]rael*, and he fond )>e ^erden stonde: Moses found 
"Lo her," he seide, "gret toknynge* of J)e holy Trinite, took them up. 
104 Of Fader* and Sone* and HoUgost* : of ])eose jerden J>re": 
Yp he hem nom* wi]> gret honour*, in feir clo]> he hem 

wond; 
A' swote smel* J?er com a-non out of*, )>at smelde in-to 

al ]>at lond : 
To Confermen bet his lawe* he bar hem forb in his He bore them 

forth in his 
hond : hand and 

healed the 

108 Vche seek mon* J>at J)er-to hopede* his hele a-non he ^^ 
fond: 
To teche ]>at folk ]>e rihte lawe* ye ^erden wi]> him he 
beer. 
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And eke to hele sikeme^if two ^emd fourti ^er 
ichoifefeye ^W^® ^® ^®^® scholde^ f }>e ^erden he sette er 
«siif. Vnder |)e hul gf tabor f deide him sulf^ ))er 112 

smorejian. per stode })e ^erden grenef mo j>en' a ]>ouseiid ^er 

Vorte Seint dauid ^ kyng com i J?at was of gret power 
*"•• So }>at he was J>oru )je holi gostf ihote vorte heie* 

To ]>e hul of tabor f in ]>e lond of arabie 116 

»j>reo3eorden. pat he J)ulke 5erden Jire'^f vette and wij> him nome 
T«r^ *** Nye dawes' he was }>uderwardf ar^ he J>uder come 

WiJ> gret hont^r he nom hew up: }>o he J)e 3erden 

• nom. VOnd® 

pe suotnesse ^t ]>er-of comf velde al ]>at lond 120 

Wi]> gret melodic of is harpe i 8etnt ' dauid }>e ^erden 

.... ^erden nom' 

nom. These 

oStfcSto H -^^^^ ^ ierw«al€m hem [he] laddef cmd ny}>e dai^* how 

rp^' he com 

Minadurae ^ * dcmc studc^^ he hew sette f uor it was in Jjc euen- 

M|«ueninge. J^g^ 

wiSoder. Vortc amorwc J)at he iseie"f wuder" he* my^te hew 124 
bringe 
A morwe ]>o he com ]>Mof to one hi were alle icome 
omitted. ^^ Imored so uaste also^'f J>at hi ne mi^te awei be [i] 

V beo ynome. „ rv,**« 17 

nome ' 
»wSa.^™*' pat alle J>re bicome^® to onf wat^® bitokene)) J)is 

» omitted. Bq^ Jj^^aO fa^Jgy ^j^ g(j^^ ^^^ Jj^jli gog^r j^l ^j g^ i^ Jg ] 28 

u earere. g^^^^ dauid aboute bis holi aerde f a strong: wal let rere*^ 

»hoalongf ^ -^ ° 

wwer^ And nom gode ^eme hou it woxe^f fram 5ere to ^ere 

MM^' pat he my^te at[t]e laste iwete^f hou old fat ^ tre were 

»^ ^^1* * cercle of seluer he bondf ech jeres scute J>ere* 132 

»h^e,>^ So J>at wiffiwne**' }>ritti jerf }>is** tre wox^'^ wel heie*® 

wSomore. -A-C it^ nc wox^ nawmore^ J)er-aft«r'^f as hi wuste^^ bi 

nH!OTS8M ]>e [siluer]*® beie 

»ftSmBt. Ac eucr in on J)er-aftcrf swij>e vaire it stod'* 

afterwards 8eint dcmid it hont^red^ wel f uor he wuste fbatl it 136 

faireynouhit ,^ ^ -* 

»tod. was good'" 



» onurede. 
»god. 



* H. omits line 132. 
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And helede J)er-wi}> seke Men*, two and Fourti ^eer* : 
IT Sebbe bo he dyen scholde* be ^erden he sette er Before he 

"^ died he plant- 

112 Yndur be Hul of Tabor, and dyede him-s^lf ber: ed the trees 

^ » ^ r under Mount 

po stoden ])e ^erden grene* More yen A ]H>usund 5eer ^»m>'- ^m» 
Forte seint Danid* J>e kyng com* J>at was of gret pouweer, ^^^^^ 
So ]>at he was*, ]>orwh )>e holigost*^ i-hote forte hei3e 
116 To ye Hul of Tabor, in ye lond of Arabye; 

pat he ynlke 3erden fette* and heom wi]> him nome : 
Nyne dayes* he was J?iderward* er he J>ider come: 
WiJ> gret honour he nom hem vp*, ]h> he ])e 5erden fond: coSj^' 
120 pe swotnesse J^at J^er-of com* fiilde al y&t lond : 

Wiy gret Melodye of his Harpe* seint Dauid ye ^erden. 

nom, 
And heom hom to Jerusalem* J>e Ni)>e day hom he com; Semto^^ 
In a priue stude he hem sette*, J)0 hit was in ye Euen- J«™«*«"- 

ynge 
124 Forte a Morwe ]>at he se^e* whodere he hem mi^te 

bringe; 
A Morwe* J?o he com hem to* to one jerde heo weren 

alle i-come, 
And i-Mored also^ faste* J>at heo ne mihte ben a-wey 

i-nome ; 
If po heo weoren alle* to on by-come* what bi-tokneb bis The three 

trees becftme 

128 But Fader and Sone* and Holigost* and al o god hit is? ^«. . ^ 
IT Seint Dauid* a-boute J>is 3erden* a strong wal he lette ^^^^^ 

arere, Davidbuiita 

"*'^*^ strong wall 

And nom good 5eme* hou longe he woxe*, from jere* to See!°^^* 

5ere; 

WiJ> a Cercle* he bond hym a-boute*, ^er after jere, He put a 

132 pat he mihte atte laste i-wite* hou old bat treo were: around, to see 

' ^ * ' howmuchthe 

So y&t wi}>-Inne J)ritti jer* yia treo wex wel hei5e, treetocreaaed 

"Ac hit wox no more afterward*, and J?at he wuste* bi 

ye selueme by^e; 
Ac euere in on afterward* Feir and Orene hit stod; 
136 Seint Dauid* hit honourede wel*, for he wuste ))at hit 
was good : 
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loff. po Seint dauid hadde ido f ]>e 8U9»ne of^ lecherie 

!*^'i„. ^^ manslauit bo* he let slef vor' his owe wif vrie' 

' wyflf ffne. 

And our lord nom jjer-of wreche gretf 8wi|>e son he 

bicom 
His penaunce he dude Yuder ]>is tref ^t he ]>er-aore 140 

nom 

♦ makedeek p^ j^^ j^^^^^ ^^ j^,j4 garter f his suwne" vorte bete 

• wStSkere. P® ra|)6r' it hiw» was uorjeuef uor jwt^ [holi] tre so* 

f flbr be . 

"omitted. SWete 

loek. * po bigon* he ek«^® uor is sunnef ]7e holi" temple to** 

^ olde. _- 

M omiited. rero" 

"arere. 

i«H. omits Swi)>e noble iw ien^aalem ac he deide**f in ye fourtejie** 144 

Mfourteoj*. jere 

pe kyng Salomon is sonef ^at kyng was se]>])e ]ier0 
.Aft^ him ye temple buldef yat he ^are wer6 

MH. omits Two cmd yntti ^er he was }>6r^*-aboute f and is feder 
fourtene also 

jy^ritti. g^ j^^ j^ ^^g gj^ ^j^^ fourti^^ 3erf ar** yat worke^^ wew 148 

"-»* ido 

» bat. po ye^ work was al-mest ido f hem** vailed a vair tre 

»behou pat holi tre** was fairest Jk) f )>at hi myjte awer*' ise 

«owar. SalomoTi it** let velle and hewe**f as qt^eintelich^ as he 

Mhlre. * ' 

»heweand miate 

fulle. ' 

a^makie. -^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ make*' more bi a fotf yen is 152 

ri^te 
And brojte it [in] -to is rijte stude*^f and lacy** wolde 

it yer 
po was it bi a*^ fot to schort f [as euene] as hi mete it er 
pe carpenters it let[e]*^ adounf in strong'* wrs,yye and 

grete 
To noying yat hi it bro^te to f hi ne mi^te it make** 166 

Lnete 
»makede. A brugge oucr an olde** dichf hi made** hit ate** 

laste 
po hi ne mi^te in ye temple f to non oyer wore it 

caste 



STstede. 
»legge. 



»lete. 
sistroiige. 



Matte. 
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f po seint Dauid i-suuged hedde be sunne of lecherie, David did 

penance for 

And Mon slauht bo' for Bersabe* be lette slen Vrie, Us adultery 

' ' and murder 

Vr lord nom J>er-of wrecbe gret*, swi]>e sori be bi-com; ^^'n^^'too 
140 Vndur Jie treo* bis penaonce be dude* J>at be Jjer-fore nom; p^^***** 
per be made ])e Sauter*^ bis suTines forte bete, 
And ]>e rckpere bit bim was for-3iue* for ]>e boly treo so 
swete : 
Ifpo bi-gon be eke* for bis sunne' Jie boly Temple to 
arere, 
144 Swi]>e noble in Jerusaiem', ac be dyede in ]>e fourtene]>e David died, 
3ere : 
if His sone, ]ie kyng Salomon*, ]>at after bim* kyng was andsoiomon 

hisflon reigned 
pere, in hla stead. 

After bim* be Temple bulde forb* bat beo follicbe redi soiomon 

' * ' ' buildsthe 

were : Temple, 

peraboute* be was ]>ritti jer*, and bis fader fourtene 

also; 
148 So ]>at bit was* foure and fourti jer* er ]>at werk weore 

i-do: 
po bat werk' was almest redi* bem faylede a feir treo* : When the 
pat boly treo was be feireste bo*, bat me minte owbere almost done 

'^ "^ ^ '^ ' '^ they wanted a 

i-SeO ; Soodly tree. 

f pe kyng Salomon bit let bewen*, As qweyntelicbe as be 
mibte, 
152 And let bit nymen and make more* bi a fote ben bis ribte; They take up 

this holy tree, 

po bit was broubt to ribte stude* and i-laced scbolde 

beo J>er, 
po was bit' bi a foote to scbort*, as euene as beo 

meeten er; 
pe Carpunter bit leyde a-doun* in strong wra]>]>e and but the 

arete, *> nothhig 

o ' , , vrithit. 

156 To no ]>ing ]>at be bit eu^re dude* be ne mibte bit 
maken i-meetete : 
IT Abrugge ouer an Old dicb* beo maden ]?er-of atte laste, JJJg/^gfj 
For wrajjife >at beo ne mibten* to non o}>ur werk bit SSSS!"*°*** 
caste : 
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s meni 
> while. 
«aledAi. 
s omitted. 

«iBe3. 

7 Honurede. 

^akneo. 

•)>erne3. 



20 jurne. 
u louerd. 



per oucr eode^ mony* am(mf J)e wule' it j>er lay 
Nuste [nojt] alle wat it wasf j>at defoulede it aday* 
pe quene of saba com ]>eruor]> f an<2^ anon so beo it 

isei* 
Hoiiwred[e]'' it [wel] vaire cmd sat akne" f heo nolde 

come J?emey^ 
Bi ano]>6r wei heo wende uor]) f to Salomon heo com 
As heo him hadde wide^^ iso^tf to lemy of is wisdom 
poru g»'ace Jxjt our lord" hire jef^^f to Salomon heo 



160 



It' 



Win. 

u wham. 

I7vr>e. 

[fol. «6.] 
u deope. 
» MS. m«m. 
aoburie. 
a wel. 

23Sot>atlonge 
(lat )«r after- 
ward, 
as welle. 
2*MS.pre<. 
H.god. 
»flachgret. 

» Meni. 
a^ |>at J>er. 
a here fet 
wette l^ere. 
» Here hon- 
den. 
iiomoche. 

SI nojt. 

w an vrj>e. 

S3MS.M. 

tpeke.V.. 

bispac. 

M and here 

red. 

» fleote. 

« louerdes. 

S7 fonde )ye 

treo. 

» omitted. 



Vmakede. 



164 



pat Jwt" tre ne scholde nojt ligge jjerf jif" he dude 

bi hir6 rede 
Vor }>er scholde ^ut a mxmi deie on" J>ulke tre 
pom wam^* al ]ie lawe of giwes i destrued scholde be 168 
Salomon it let nyme sone i and vnder erfe^"^ it caste 
Wel depe^® [fur] fram alle men" f cmd burede*** it swijje^ 

yaste 
So longe so it ^er-aiier were"f a uair walle** J>er 

sprong 
And a uair [water] se]?l)e wi]? god** fiscf bo)>e dep^ cmd 172 

long 
Mony^ sikemen }^er^ come i and hor vet wesche J?er6® 
Ojjer hoden^ o)>er ba]>ede al f pur hoi anon [hi] were 
pat water hi hont^e muche**f cmd wolde Jjer-Inne 

wade 
Ac hi nuste nojiing" of ye tre f ))at al J?e vertu made 176 
SeJ)J>e it was })er-after longe f fat our lord anerlje** com 
And yat folc bispek** is dej? f cmd hor red** ]>er-of nom 
pis tre bigon to flete^ anon f as our lordes^ wille 

was 
pe giwes come cmd fouwde J?at tre^ fletynge ^er^ bi 180 

cas 
Hi nome it vp uor it was vilf and ileie hadde J?er 

longe 
And made'® ^er-ot j>e holi rode f our lord [J)er] on to 

honge 
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per ouer code mony a Mon*, J>e while J>at hit Jjer lay, 
160 A nusten not alle* hou holy hit was*, ]>at ^r ouer eoden 
al day: 
IT pe Qween of Saba* com ber forb*, ac anon bo heo hit Thedueenof 

,- I J J Bhebacame 

Seih, thereby, bul 

would not 

Honourede hit feire* and sat a-kneo*, and nolde not come crow it 

J)er neih; 
Bi a-noJjUT wey heo wende*, to kyng Salomon heo com, 
164 For heo hym hedde wel wyde i-souht*, to leorne of him 

wisdom ; 
porwh grace, }>at vr lord hire jaf*, to kyng Salomon she 

penoAded 

heo sede soiomonto 

remove the 

pat treo ne scholde ligge J)er', jif he dude by hire rede, *we. 
For ]>er scholde a mon ^it dye* on )>at ilke treo, 
168 porwh whom* Al J?e lawe of Gywes* distruj^ed scholde beo: 
IT Salomon hit let nyme sone* and vndur eorbe hit caste, Solomon 

buried it 

Wel deope and fer from alle men*, and buriede hit wel 

faste; 
So longe so hit jier-affcerward was* a wel feir welle sprong, a well 
172 A feyr watur wij) gret * sich*, bo)>e deop and long; ^7%dnsch, 

Mony seke* bat ber comen* and wusch heore feet ber-on, Many sick 

^ ' ' * people bathed 

Obur heore honden*, obur babeden al*, heore hele hedden therein and 

' ' r J were healed. 

anon : 
pat watur heo honoureden muche* and wolden ]7er-Inne 
wade, 
176 Ac heo nusten no J^ing of ]>e treo* ]>at al ]>e vertu Made : 

ebbe longe ber-afturward* bat vr lord on eorbe com, when our 

" '=' ' ' ■ * Lord came 

Anon* J?Q Jiat folk by-speek his deji* and heore Bed J"®^****** 
\eroi nom, *«««»*• 

pat treo bi-gon to fleoten a-non*, £ vr lordes wille was : 
180 pe Gywes comen* and founden J^at treo* fleotynde jTcr 
bi cas, 
Heo nomen hit Tp-* and for hit was foul* and i-leye 

hedde \eT longe. 
And maden jTcr-of J)e holy Koode*, vr lord |)er-on to J^JJe'crfSade 
honge; ^-^- ' 

3 



s 
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iFor. AruP^ ye tre was vil and old! and to Tili our lord 

9 to vyle oure also' 

louera alsOt 

*ommed. And^ ^nt hem ]H>3te ]>at^ tre to yairf ^at he werd ^er- 184 

on ido 
• croice. pe croys' aft^r our lordes* de]? f vnder er^ hi caste 
7wei. per hi him to de^e dude 5 onc^ burede it' )>er8^ yaste 

"omitted. And^ bojje croys eke J)er-wiJ> f J)at Jje Jieues henge* 

on er * 

Jjer. per hi leie ar^^ hi were ifounde f mo hen an" hondred 188 

" tuo. ' ' 

5er 
19 omitted. po^^ tltuB ami vaspasiauf ieruaa]£m nome 
wdertreigii And destruede*' alle ye giwesf yat neuereft yer hi ne 
come 
And al yat lond was ibro^tf In ye emperours bond of 
rome 
i«)wiof. And ydy is men al bisetf to nyme )>er-to^^ gome 192 

Seyye yer com an emperourf yat het adrian 
»iij.er. Smye heyene <md hiyer^ ekf a/nd worrede** ech cristene* 

!• werrede. 

man 
He wuste war ye rode layf yat god was on ido 
^l*^ And yat cristenemen )>e" stude hont«red[e] i wenne^^ hi 196 

[mi^te] come yer-to 
He let a temple of maumet'f in ]>ulke stude arere 
vaioute. pat me ne vend noying to loute^' tof bote maumet' 

J>ere 
Dwhaii. Wenne^ cristeneme?^ mi^te buder stele f hi ne dorste'^ 

Yor doute 
a here. And ck aicu hor^ herte^ it wasf to eny maumet' 200 

■hurte. , . 

aloute 
Momttted. Hi bileuede so al^^ulke stude 5 and muchedel uor 

fere 
«a. So yat myyinne an^* vewe jerf no cristenmon [ne] com 

J>ere 
"fonute. So yat ]>ulke stude wasf yor-lete"* mony aday" 
vcristene pot no cristenmon ne paynym^f nuste war ye rode 204 
p*yn. lay. 
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♦ 

For Jmt tree was for-oldet* and heo heolden vr lord 
lujier also; 
184 Jit hem J>hou5te- J>at treo to feir- J>at he weore ]ier-on irdo : 

PAt Crois se^ye- aftur yr lordes de]>' depe yndt<r be After chrbt^ 
Crudfixion 
eorbe heo hit caste, the Jews 

^ , , buried the 

per as heo him to dej)e dude* and burieden hit swijie croeses. 

f aste ; 
And J)e twey Croyses eke Jicr-bi* J)at }>e )>eoues hengen 

on J>er : 
188 Ver heo ly^en* er heo weore weoren i-founde\ mo ben There they 

Ue 200 yean. 

two hundred ^er, 
IT Forte ]>at Tytes* and Yaspajian* wij> al heore folk come^ 
And al ]»€ Gywes hedden distrayed* and heore pouwer 

by-nome% 
And al )>at lond was i-bronht* in-to ]>e Emp^rours bond 
of Bome, 
192 And mid his Men i-fuld* and bi-set* to nyme ]i6r-of 
Goome: 
IT Ac seyye ])er com an Emperour*, ]>at hihte Adrian, Adriaaimew 

Swi]>e he])ene' and 8wi]>e lu])er*, and werrede vche cris- Roodwas, 

tene man; 
He wuste wher Jje Bode lay ])at God was onne i-do 
196 And cristene men ]>e stude honoureden' whon heo mihten 
come ])flr-to, 
He lette a temple of Maumetes* in bulke stude arere, andbaota 

heathen 

pat me mihte not fynde* to loute to* bote Maumetes temple on 

•^ the epot. 

Jiere; 

Whon Cristene Men* mihten ]>ider stele*, heo durste nout rfoi.29&, 
- , . col. 10 

for doute, 

200 An eke a-3eyn herte hit was* to eny Maumete* a loute, 

So y&t heo bi-leueden ]>ulke stude*, and also for fere 

pat wib-Inne a fewe ^er ber-after* no cristene mon com christians 

' "^ ^ forsook the 

)»ere, place. 

So ]>at ])ulke stude was* for let mony a day, 
204 pat no cristene mon ne Fainym* nuste where be Bode ^^ !<»* aii 

" ' knowledge 

lay : • • of the Cross 
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A noble emperour yer com sej>)>e f J>«t het coti- 
stantjn 
In batail he was so muchel fat )>er nas of no fyn 
Se]>]>e com is fon and wonnel muchedel of is londe 
1 for to. He ^arkede aday is ost i ajen hew vorte^ stonde 208 

sbaume. As he toward batail* wende f he bihuld up an hei 
»eroice. Him })03te fat a uair croys'f up in heuene ne sei* 

8h?*hem Lettres he sei* ^r-on iwrite i he bigon hem** to 
•"«"• rede 

• burf. . WiJ)* ]jes^ signe }>ou schaltf maister be fulke' lettres 212 
•p«M«« sede 



pe emperour )>is vnderstodf J)ei he hefene were 
J^Anecroice. A croys® he let make^** sonef J)at is men byuore^^ him 216 

iitofore.' l)ej.g 

Mstede. In stude^* of is^' banerf to batail* he wende a-non 
">urf. And J)oru^* vcrtu of J)e holi croysf he ouercom is 

jfon 
»wan. Afid j,e maistrie cmd al is lond won"f In a [lute] 

stounde fere 
M after. Muche afterward" he Jjojte" se))J)ef wat fulke signe 220 



were 
Mwiseste. pe wisost[e]" men of [al] is londf biuore hiw he let 

bringe 
Menquerede. And enquered[e]" of )>e croysf wat wew J)e toknynge 
»ido. Hi sede })at at ierwsalemf god was [i]do*® on 

rode 
aj>uike. And fat fe giwes hudde fat*^ croisf as hi vnder- 224 

stode 
»whan. "Wen** ichabbe*^ fer foru** quaf fe emperour f myn fon** 
f*H. omits ibro^t to grownde 

» wi^e ' ^® worf*® ic^ neuer blife in*^ herte f ar*^ fe holi crois 
S;!- be ifouwde 
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eoJ)J)e )>er com an Emperour- )>at het Constantyn; ?*®S^SJ 

In werre and batayle he was so muche*, j>at ^r nas ^^^^g^t^w 
no fyn; 
Se]>])e comen his fon and wonnen* muchedel of his 
londe ; 
208 He jarkede a day his Ost* a-jeyn heom forte stonde; SjL*^™*^ 
IT As he touward J)e Batayle wende* he bi-heold vp an aponwm. 

, . As he went 

heu, to tmttle he 

saw a fair 

Him ))hou3te J>at a feir Crois' In heuene ))at he seij; croMinthe 
Lettres he sayj ]jer-on i-write*, he hem bi-gon to Kede* : ^^c^ ™ 
212 "Wi)> )>is signe Jjow schalt Mayster beo*," }>ulke lettres *JJ5t**,g* ***" 

Sede, conqueror/ 

" And wite J>e from }>y fon*, by daye* and eke by nihte, 
When Jjow jjenkest Jier-vppon-, spede J>ou schalt in fihte": 
IT pe Emperour J>is vndurstood-, J)eih he He))ene were, 
216 A* Crois he lette make sone* bat his Men by-foren him Hecaiueda 

' crosstobe 

bere, ™*d® »°d 

borne before 

In-stude of his Baner*, In Batayle a-non, him in battle, 

' f * and 80 

And J)orwh ye holy Crois* he ouercom alle his fon htoeSSSs. 

And won ]>e Maystrie*, and al his lond' in a luytel 
stounde ]>ere : 
220 Muche he }>ouhte Jjer-afterward* what )>ulke signe were ; 
pe wiseste Men of al his lond* bi-fore him he lette 
» bringe, 

And enquerede of j>e Crois* what weore )>e tokenynge : He made 
Heo seiden him* ))at in lemsalem* God was don on ye S"^"*"* 
Boode, 
224 And J)e Gywes J>at Crois hudden J>ere*, as heo hi€ vndur- He was toid 
stode : J«w8 had 

hidden it. 

"Whon ichabbe," qua)> J)e Emperour, ")>er )>orwh* my 

fon i-brouht to grounde, 
Ne worJ> ich neuere glad of herte*, er pe holy Cr[o]is beo 

i-founde " : 
po ye Emperour* of ye holy Boode* so feir Miracle inseij, 
228 He let him Bapti^en of seint Siluestre*, ye Pope ))at }>o conatantme 

was neih ; by Pope 

SOvester. 
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NOTA. 



ihifaadde 
•cbortliche 
grete. 



3 amounten. 
8 telle. 



* \fa.t non of 
^ou ne beo 
ikiiowe! neso 
wod ne beo. 

* Icli wole. 



^bane. 



7icb|7e. 



satte. 



9 Leoue. 

lobe. 

UeUe)». 

Uni8. 



Eleyne ]>at is moder wasf to ierusalem he sende 

To seche after ]>e holi crobf cmd heo gladliche yor]> 

wende 
po heo com )>uder heo let crief as heo hadde hire red 

Inome 
pat alle ]>e giwes of ])e cite f biuore hire scholde come 236 
po )>e giwes i-somned were f hi [hadde] schor[t]liche gret^ 

fere 
Gret cemseil hi nome )>er-of f wat J>e encheson were 
po sede on )>at het ludas f ich wene ]>at ich wot. 
Wat J>is somounce amounty^ schal f ^if ich [hit] telli^ 240 

mot 
Ich wene ]^ quene enqueri wole f as heo ha]> ijio^t 
After ye rode J>at ihe«u cristf was on to depe ibrojt 
pat non of jou be so wodf per-oi iknowe be*f 
Icholle'' 30U telle (30U) in cowseilf wat my fader tolde 244 

me 
po my fader Symeon f in is dej> vuel lay 
In cowseil he was to me iknowe f \fO he )>en® dej) isai 
ludas he sede leue sonef ^if it bitide}> so 
pat me enqueri of ye rode f yat god was on ido 248 

Loke yat yon be iknowe j>er-off r&yer yen me ye 

quelle 
pat sachee my fader tolde mef in corweil ichulle ye'^ 

telle 
He sede me a lute biuore is de]> f yat he was ate^ 

dede 
To burie in caluarie hul 5 ye rode J)oru comun rede 252 

Leue® fader ich^^ sede J>o5 wat eiled" 50U alas 
Wi wolde 50 him to deye do 5 wen he god was 
He sede ]>oru me nas^^ it no3tf ac vor he wij) sede 
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PE holy Bode' I-founde was% as ich ow wolle now telle : 
Constantin ]ie Emperour* he]>ene folk goQ faste quelle. 
For heo yt lord Ihem crist* to strong de]> brouhte; 
232 Alle ])e he]>ene Men ]>at neih him were* sone he brouhte 
to nouhte : 
Eleyne bat his Modur was* to lerusalem heo sende constontine's 

' mother. 

To sechen aftur ]>e holy Bode*, And heo gladliche forb Helena, goes 

' to Jerusalem 

wende: to seek the 

' ^ ^ Cross. 

po heo com ]>idere* heo lette crie*, as heo red hedde 
i-nome, 
236 pat alle Gywes of ]>e Cit^* to-fore hire scholde come : 

po be Gywes i-somened were* heo hedden ful gret fere ; sbe mmmona 

., . -.1 , the Jews 

Gret counseil ))ei nomew ))er-or what ]>e enchesun were; brforeher. 
IF po seide on* bat hette ludas*. ^'Ich wene bat ich wot Judas teiis 

*^ ^ . the elders 

240 What bis Somouns amounti schal*. ^if ich telle mot: concerning 

' '' th« Cross. 

Ich wene* ]>at ]>e Qweene enquere wole*, as heo ha]> 

i-)>ouht, 
Aftur ]>e Boode ])at Ihesu crist* to de]>6 was onne i- 

brouht ; 
pat non of ow* ne beo so wod* Jiat J)er-of i-knowe be, 
244 In Counseil ich ow telle wole ]>at my fader tolde me: 
IF po my Fader Symeon* in his de]> vuel lay, simeon.his 

In Counseil he was to me i-knowe* bo he on him be discioMdto 

* ' him where 

dej,i.say; Sdd^er™ 

"ludas," he seide, "leoue sone*, ^if hit bi-tyde)> so 
248 pat me enquere]> after ]>e Bode* ])at V^iesua was on i-do, 
Loke Jiat ]jou beo a-knowe })er-of* er \B,i me |>e quelle; 
pat Zachd^ my Fader tolde me* in Counseil ich. wol ]>6 

telle: 
He seide me a luytel bi-fore his de]>* ]>at he was atte 
dede 
252 To burien hire* vppe Caluarie Hul*, as heo nomen alle 
to rede": 
IT "Leoue Fader," i seide, "Jjo* what eylede ow Alias Though jesus 

Whi wolde ^e hym to dej)e do*, whonne fat he good was" : the Jews put 
IT He seide* "bi me nas hit nout* ac for )>at he wi])-sede 
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iMi. Myne* felawes of hor lawef hi him broate to debe' 256 

* oure lawe i 

dndehimi^e Se))J>e hi dude him in[t6] sepulcre i ac he aros to 

lyue 
^[foi.67.] Fram deye fen' )>ridde daif myd is wounden^ viue 
*w)ndeii. pen* fourtejje dai ]>cr afterward f to heuene he wende an 

hei 
In ]>e lond of gallile f as al ]>at folc isei 260 

'Znf Twel[f] monJ>e« it was ]>cr affc<jfward^ f and half jer* and 

pat steuene fat was my broker f preched[e] of godes 

•pi^hede lore« 

woure. Our^^giwes hiw ladde wi)>]H)ute [J>e] tonnf a/nd henede*^ 

him wij) stones 
M broaden. And to strongo [dej)e] him brojte Inou^f cwwi debrusede^* 264 

al is bones 
MiS^'^ler! P® mprwe after mydwynter daif to dej)e^' hi him 
todeK ijro^te 

And nou he: is in [fe] loie of heuene f fat he yo 

abo3te 
po ludas hadde fis tale itoldf fe giwes sede as hi 
stode 
i*»o. Telle ne hurde we neuer erf yus^* mnche of fe rode 268 

po fe tyme was icome f biuore fe quene hi come 
» cheosei*. Chescf^* anon quaf fe quene f on of fis twei dome 
wjeo. Lif and def jou is biuore f chesef wefer je^* woUef 

iThoUe. Bote je me fynde fe suete" rodef brewne echone l^e] 272 

schoUef 
Mtofore. Qret fjir l^^o let makef biuore" hor aire eie^* 
»grede. pe giwes bigonne to crie*° loudef fo hi fat fur iseie 
Jif eny mon wot fer-of hi sede f f awne wot ludas 
Vor sachee is fader fader f of gret power was 276 

pulke tyme fat ihe^t^ wasf oh fe rode ido 
»andane pe quene let nyme fo ludas f ami alle fe ofer*^ lette 

*"** go 

Mbad. And bed^ him be iknowe anon f he nolde uor none** 

* no. , . 

fmge 
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256 Mine felawes of rre lawe* jierfore heo him brouhte to 
dede; 
Seobbe heo lAm in be Sepulcre dude*, ac he a-ros to but he rose 

rr *- r r again to Ufe 

lyue the third day. 

Fro dejje* ye )>ridde day mid his woundes fyue; 

penne ]>e fourti)>e day ]jcr-afterward* to heuene he wende onthe 

an heih, day he 

' ascended to 

260 In }>e lond of Gkilil66- ]>at al J>at folk i-seih : heaven. 

Twelf MoneJ) hit was* }>er^fterward', and half a ^er* and 

more, 
pat Steuene' j>at my bro)>er was' preche gon of his ^J^jf^^^J*** 

lo^n . Judaai was 

*"^® > stoned for 

Oure Gywes' him hedde wiJ>-oute )>e toun' and stenede gSS^i"^,©. 
hiw wi]) stones, 
264 perwij> to defe heo him brouhte* and to brasede his 



pe Morwe after Mid-wynter-day to de))e heo him brouhte. 
And nou he is in ]>e loye of heuene* and he hire a- 
bouhte" : * 

If po ludas hedde his tale i-told* be Gywes seiden, as Helena again 

sends for the 
heo Stode, Jews; 

268 "We ne herde telle neuer er* J>us muche of J>e Koode": 
po }>at ye tyme was* bi-fore ye Qweene heo come, 
" Cheose)> seide ye Qweene yo' of yeoBe tweye dome ; she threatens 
Lyf* and DeJ>* is ow bi-fore*, chese]> whej>er ^e woUen, death if they 

272 But je* ye Holy Roode me bringe* Brenne vchone je ^'J**®~. 
schuUen": wdd^^ 

Qret Fuir heo lette make* bi-fore heore aire eijen ; 
pe Gywes bi-gonne to crie loudg* J>o heo ye fuir i-seijen. 
And seiden* "iif ber-of eny wot* benne wot ludas. They say that 

■''''' ' Judas knows 

276 For Zachee* his Fader* fader f of gret pouwer was, au about it. 

pulke tyme )>at Ihe^^c was* on ye Boode i-do": 
pe Qweene* bo lette nyme ludas* and be obere heo lette The Queen 

'^ "^ ^ ' retainsJudas 

cm and sends the 

'^ ' rest away. 

And bad him ben A-knowe*, and bo he nolde for no- [foi.29^ 

,. "^ 001.2.] 

ymge 
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pe quene him lette wel uaste byndef and m strong 
^^ prison bringe* 

^^fiwte P^ wi)>jK)ute mete and drinkel seue daw^s he lay 
J^^^j^ Vor hongur he bigon to crief wel loude )>en Beue]>6* 
dai 

And sede bringe]> me of ]>is wof cmd ichulle 30U lede 
»beo. per ich wene )>e rode be^f as my fader me sede 284 

po he out of prison comf myd muche folc he wende 
*^' To ])e place as^ ])e rode wasf as is fader him kende 

])o he to )>e place comf he sat adoun akne 
lekteifhit* ^^ ^® ^^^ 5^ ^* is'soJ>'f }»at J>ou' god <md man 288 

^ H- And ]>at ]>ou [of marie] were ibore f send ons here |>ira^ 

grace 
*^^' And toknywge J)at we fynde motef fe rode In )>isse® 

place 
ii^hldde! -Anon so ludas hadde )>is bonef to our lord ibede® 
ui^i\ted^ P^ ^^^ bigon to quake f cmd out of one stede 292 

10 smot. per sprong^^ out a smoke cmd wende an hei f cmd muche 

place fiilde 
Suettere smul ne my^te bef )>en ye smoke smulde 
po ludas ])is iseif loude he gan crie 

11 omitted. Ihe«« is oue^^ al-mi^ti godf ibore of maide marie 296 
[foi.67 6.] ^^Q^ ig j^^ bileue)> oJ>erf as ichabbe mony a-day" 

M omitted. ' Take ichulle to cristendom f cmd uor-sake })e^' giwes 

lay 
He let him cristeny hasteliche f and ^o he icristned 

was 
Mnemny. ^^ 1^^ y^ ncmpuc^* jq[wiriac f J)at er het ludas 300 

Mschouie. pQ nome hi spade and schole^f cmd ner ))e place wende 
M ^pe. Depe^' hi gowne to delue f }>er as ))e smoke out^^ kende" 
M wende. g^ j,^^ jjj foutiden rodcu ]>re f ]>o hi hadde idolue 

longe 
"bw^uib Our lordes rode cmd J)e^* o^er twof J>at ]>e J)eues were on 304 

louerdes , 

ctoice 111 an-nonge 

tySde? bo Biside our lord him to scende f ))0 nuste hi of J)e J>re*^ 

nusten hi of 
t^breo. 
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280 Pe Qweene him lette bo faste bynde* and in-to stronsr JudMia 

prison bringe, CT^SSSit 

Wi}>-oute mete* and drinke* J)er seue dayes he lay; '*^- 
For strong hunger loude he criede* }>ene seuejje day, 

And seide* " bringeb me of bis wo* and ich ow wole telle on the 

^ ^ ^ seventh day 

and lede heaflbnto 

ten all he 

284 per-as ich wene* )>at }>e Eoode beo*, as my fader mfe ^J"***®"* 



po he out of prisun com' mid muche folk he wende He is taken to 

* Calvary, and 

To J>e place J>er ye Eoode was-, as his fader him kende ; <>»€« up a 
po he to ]>e place com- A-doun he sat on kneo, 
288 Lord he seide*, " jif hit is so})* J>at J)Ow God and Mon beo, 
And y&t' Jjow of Marie weore i-boren* send vs nou J)i 

grace 
Sum toknynge* J>at we fynde mowe* J)e Roode in ))is 
place " : 
IF Anon* J)o ludas )>is bone hedde* to vr lord i-bede, 
292 pe Hul bi-gon to qwake* and out of one stedef 

A' smoke sprong out* and wende an heiy, and muche ^jJoy^*" 

place fulde, 
Swettore J)ing nas neuer non* J?en J)e smoke smuldef 
po ludas )>is i-sayh* loude he bi-gon to crye, 
296 " Ihesits is one Almihti God*, i-bore of Mayde Marie ; 
"Wood is* }>at eni o)>ur by-leeuej>* as i-phabbe mony a day, 
Taken i-chuUe to Cristendom* ich forsake Gywene lay": ?"*" 

'' "^ beoomesa 

He let him cristene hastiliche* and }>o he i-cristened was, ^,^*"** 

300 He let hi?» nempnen Quiriak* fat er* he hette ludas": ^"i'^- 

IF po nomen heo spade and ^ schouele* and ner ]>e place ^ ms. iand. 
wende, 
Deope heo gonne to delue* jjer as })e smoke out wende; 

So ))at heo founden Eoodes )>reo* J)0 heo hedden i-doluen '"^'^ Crosses 

longe, discovered. 

304 pe Eoode ])at God was on i-do* and ]>at ]>e twey ]>eues 
were on an honge , 

Bi-syden vr lord* him to schende*, ac he nuste whuch of 
))e J)reo 
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1^. 

> which. 
*Ao. 



«gode. 

•atte. 
< none. 
Thfan. 
9 in a here. 
* nom Hit 
Rode. 
Wvpe. 



Ude)»e. 

NOTA. 

13 ^uUinge. 
u loude gan 
to. 

14 fore 



UaUe. 

i«)m hast her 
a man ijeue i 

17 dxede. 
13 wham. 



UwhUe. 
30 he. 



Hichwot 

»niake)>. 

93)>i8ne. 

Monso. 

9B>arfon)iat. 

* ich waa. 
»tit 



9* strenje. 
w omitted. 
MM. 
"Buy. 

* originally 
tptUle but 
altered to 
*pme. 



pat^ holi croys J>at hi sojtef wuch* it my^te be 
And^ najyeles hi nome alle ])ref anc? toward toune 

here 
To eleyne ^ gode quenef wi}) wel glade* chew 308 

Bi ])e wei ate^ heie non* f me gan a^en hem'' bringe 
A ded bung] man vp an here® f toward buriynge 
Quiriac nom })e one* rode f o/w:? ef[t]sone ^ oJ>er 
iln(^ leide vp^^ ]>is dedeman f ac he ne aros vor 312 

no])er 
Hi leide ]>e ]>ridde him upon f one? he aros wel 

blyue 
And bigan to Jjonky godes sonef )>at bro3te him fram 

dej)" to lyue 
po com J)e deuel jollynge^* uor)>f [awcfl loude he gan*' 

grede 
Alas nou is my my^te ido f euermo** he sede 316 

IhesTis ihe^tM wat ]>encstouf al^'^ folc to )>e lede 
pou hast her in-warde i^eue man f })i?ig*' J>at icA mest of- 

drede*' 
pom wan*' ich was verst ouercomef cmd nou icham al 

[ibrou^t] to grownde 
Alas }>ulke sori wule"f J>at it^® was euer ifounde 320 

Vor Inabbe power non so gretf aner]>e among marine 
3if hi make]> ]>e fourme of )>e croys f ]>at Ine mot anon 

]>a7ine 
per-uore ichot^* ))at ech manf wole nou fat BoJ)e ise 
pat ye croys me haj)^ ouercome f a/waf al bileue me 324 

Alas alas J)is ^ tyme f nou icA worj) [al] vor-sake 
ludas ludas wat was ^ei wi wostou \>U8 on^ take 
pom yat^ ludas was ihote f ihe^t^ to defe ich 

brojte 
iiwc? J)om ludas icham ^ ouercome f otm^ ibrojt to 328 

nojte 
Me ne tid^ neucreft^ strenc]>e^ non f bote eny mow 

wole'^ wi}>^ wille 
Semy^ me to paie is flescf is soule vorte spille* 
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pe holy Crois ^oi heo soubten* whuch of )>e ]>reo hit 

mihte beo; 
Ac nojieles heo nomen alle l>reo' and toward toune hem '^jjJ^gJJJJ 

here JenMatem, 

308 To Elejne )>e goode Qweene* wi]> wel glade chere; 
Bi ]>at hit was hei^ nou* me gon a^eyn hem bringe 

A ded Momies bodi- vppon A here* to-ward buryinge; mSb«Mtoga 

Quiriak nom J)is o Rode* and effc-sone ]je ojier, corpse. 

312 And leyde vppe )>is dede Mon*, ac he ne a-ros for ^/J^^jJ^^ 

nouJ>er; thJbJST 

He leyde )>e ]>ridde Urn vppon* and he a-ros wel blyue, J^JJ^^J^g, 

And bi-gon to ])onke Godes sone* J>at him brouhte to JJJiJJ'P"*® 
lyue: 

If po com ]>e deuel jellynde for]?* loude he gon crie and The Devn 

came yeumg 

grede, • »"*,,, 

o ' complaining 

316 "Alias nou is my power a-go*," her-after more he sede; ''^^^^^ 
^Ihemis Ihesus* what Jjenkestou-, Alle folk to fe lede, ^°^° 
pou hast here in Monnes warde* ]>i9ig ]>at ich mest drede, 
porw whom* ich furst was ouercome* and nou I* am al to 

grounde ; 
320 Alias ]>ulke sori while* ]>at heo was euere i-founde, 

For ich nabbe nou* power so gret* on eor]>e a-mong 

Menne ; 
3if me fourme]> enes ]>e Crois* anon ich mot go f^eonne^ 
per-fore ich wot J>at eueri mon* wol nou ]>e so]>e i-se, 
324 pat )>e Crois me ha]> ouercome* and al my power bi-nome 

me; 
Alias ]>at ich ]>is tyme i-sayh* nou ich wor]> al forsake I 
ludas ludas* what was })e* whi woldestou J>us on take, 
porwh on ludas ]>at was i-hote* Ihe^uc to de}>e was a Judas bad 

. brought Jesus 

1-brOUht, to death, and 

by a Judas 

328 And borw a ludas ich am ouercome* and i-brouht to satanwas 

'^ brought to 

nouht ; »««»»*• 

Streng]>e ne wor]> me neuer non* bote eny mon wole mid 

wille 
Semen me to payen his flesch* his soule forte spille; 
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iWhao. 



*«BiBOiiIe 

awynne. 

♦J>e. 

» omitted. 

«ful. 

8com|>uher 
nomore. 

[fol. 68.] 
^oueroome^ 
al. 



iof>e. 

u makedfl. 



332 



Uhli. 



iSnemni. 
1* erst. 
»a. 



le omitted. 
i~ preciouses. 
MVpe. 

90 desirede. 



n^eode. 



Wen^ my 8treng)»e is me bynomef vondi ich mot [mid] 

gymie 
And myd treson jif ic^ mayf eny man to me wynne^ 
I ne may her no leng bileue f vor ]>at ^ me )>enche]> longe 
Vor J>at* croys )wt is me so' neyf In pyne icham wel* 

stronge 
Go henne ' anon qua]> ludas f ne com her nenereft 

more® 
I-founde it is ]>ei it late bef ]>at ouercome ha]> al* ]>i 336 

lore 
He ]>at her jyis dede manf from deye hroybe to lyue 
Pulte ]>e [her] wi]> is power f In-to helle grot«nde blyue 
Muche was ]>at^® loie of ]>e croisf ]>at [men] made^^ ]>o 

)>ere 
Wil> gret song cmd procession f )>e quene hi it^ here 340 
ludas nom |h> cristendomf cmd ]>o he ibaptised was 
He let him neiwpne" qwiriacf J>at er" het ludas 
pe quene of seluer and [of] goldf an^** riche scryne 

wrojte 
And^^ of ^ymmes presiouse ^"^ f arw? )>e rode J>er-on bro^te 344 
Vp ^® J)e hul of caluary f J»er hi ]je rode fouwde 
A noble chirche heo let reref ihered be }>ulke" stouTide 
po desired[e]^ ]>e quene muche f after ]>e nailes )>re 
War-wi}> our lord was f Inailed to )>e tre 
Quiriac )>at het er ludas f wende^^ to ]>e place 
As ye crois ifouTide was f cmc? bad our lordes grace 
pat he jif is wille weref ]>e )>re nailes hiw sende 
pe nailes wi)> gret li^tinge f out of J)e erj)e wende 
Quiriac ])onkede oure lord cristf wi|> gret loie he is^ 

nom 
And tok hem eleyne ]>e gode quene f ]>o he to hire com. 



348 



352 
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Whon my fstrengjie is neih by-nome* fonde ich mot wi^ 
ginne 
332 And mid tresun ^if ich may* eny Men to me winne ; 
I* may here no lengore bi-leue* for J)is me ]>inke]> longe, 
For )>e Crois J>at is me bi-fore* in peyne ich am wel 
stronge " : 
V ludas seide*. '' so henne a-non* ne cum bou here no Judas bids 

^ Satan begone, 

more, ^^ w« power 

^ b at an end. 

336 I-founden is )>eih hit late beo* ])at ou^rcomen ha]> al ]>i 
lore; 
He J>at her is* J)e dede mon* fro de}> i-brjuht to lyue "MayChrbt 
Pult te wib bi pouwer al* in-to helle wel blyue": quicwyinto 

' ' *^ " HaU/hamid. 

Muche was ]>e loye of )>e Crois* ]>at me ]h) made Jyere^ 
340 Wi]> gret song* and processiouTi* ]>e Qweene heo hire here ; 
If ludas nom cristendom* and ^ he i-cristened was 
He let him nempne Quiriac* ]>at er heihte ludas: 
IT pe Qweene of Seluer and of Gold* A gret Schrine heo The Queen 

made a great 
Wrouhte, "brine of 

silver and gold 

344 And of jymmes preciouse* and ]>e Boode )>er-Inne brou^te, J?**f^^ 
Vppe )>e hul of Caluarie* J>er heo })e Boode founde; therein. 

A Feir Churche heo lette a-rere* i-heried beo bulke a fair church 

' she then 

StOUnde ! reared. 

IF po be Qweene* desirede muchel* aftur be navies breo, Then »he sent 

-^ ^ ^ t^ J f^ ' for Judas, 

348 Wherwith vr lord was* I-nayled to be treo: and bade hhn 

*' ' make search 

Quyriac* J>at er hihte ludas* wende to })e place, forthenaus. 

per as )>e Crois i-founde was*, and bad vr lord of grace 
pat God, jif his wille were*, )>e )>reo Nayles him sende ; 
362 pe Nayles* wil> lihtynge gret* vp of ]>e eotpe wende ; Judas finds 

Quiriac Jjonkede Ihe^u crist* wij> gret loye he hem nom. 
And tok hem Eleyue ))e goode Qweene* ))0 he to hire 
com; 
IT pus was Jie holy Roode i-founde* ]>e ]>ridde day of May ]^^^**® 
356 pat we clepe|> in holichirche* )>e Holy Boode day; da^ofSl!^ 

Quiriac* }>at }>e holi Boode fond* Bisschop se)>)>e he was. 
In heuene he is nou seint Quiriac* ]>at fiirst hette 
ludas; 
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Swite. 
s omitted. 
«heo. 
»MenL 
« was hit 
^ me. 

8 Of hire 
festenashi 

9 Of cristene 
men al )>at. 
Wwan. 
Uall^atlond. 



19 lonerd. 
i^beron. 
i« hit iM). 
IS Uber. 
i«bente. 
V ^r nej. 
18 Hder. 



» a^e f no- 
more |»ider. 



90 ailf arare. 
^ preciottfles. 

91 ]« sterren. 

»tiirnde. 

M a)Mmdre. 
9>makede. 
96 meni men. 

»bmrf. 
9B(atfoIci8e3 
ofte. 

»makie. 
[fOl.68b.] 



Pe Holi rode was^ ifouTidef as je wite))' m may 
And^ an-hansed was^ in septembre f )>e holi rode day 364 
Mony* ajer was* bitwenef rijt is J)at we^ telle 
Of eij)er feste %ffcer o))er® f nou)>er bileue I nelle 
A kyng )>er was in p^ce ]>o^f cosdroe was is name 
Cristemen ]>at* he fond f he bro^te alle' to schame 368 

Wi}) his power he woh^^ alsof alle J>e londes" })er aboute 
po he com to ien^^alem f of )>e sepulcre he was in 

donte 
pat our lord" was on" ileidf anon so he ))is isei" 
Vor al is power J>at was so Infer" f he ne dorste^' come 372 

}>er nei^'^ 
Ac' a partie of ]>e suete croys f )>at Soin^e Eleine jjeder" 

brojte 
He tok wi)) him' and wende ajen f nammore fuder^® he 

ne J>03te 
Of Jjulke tre he was wel' prout f J)ei he' hiwi-sulf luj>er" 

werd 
A swi)>e hei tour of gold and seiner f he let him sone 376 

rere^ 
3ymmes and stones presious^f ]>er-aboute he let do 
pe fourme of sonne amd monef a/nd oP sterres^^ also 
Scyne as it hem-sulf weref and turne^ aboute vaste 
As Jiondring** he made** eke oftef ))at muche folc* 380 

agaste 
pom'' smale holes myd queyntisef J)at water offce^ )>ere 
He made^ valle adoun to grottndef ri^t as it reyn were 
As yeruor)) as cou)>e eny manf make^ myd queyntise 
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By-seche we fe holy Koode* j>at brouhte )>e deuel to [foi.3o, 

grounde^ Beseech the 

360 And seint Quiriac* and seint Eleyne*, ]H)rwh whom heo st.Quiriao' 

and S*. 
was i-fouwde, Helena, to 

intercede for 

pat heo bi-sechen God for vs*. bat on be Boode schedde "■ ^**> ^°^* 

^ ' t f so that we 

his blood, may come to 

' Heaven's Joy. 

pat we mote to )>e ioye of heuene come* ]?at is so swete 
and god. Amen* 

PE holi Roode was i-founde* as je wite)> in May, ?^^'^ 

Honoured he was se})))e' in Septembre* )>e holi Jja°^*° 
Rode day; t5s"^'* 

Mony a jer ))er was by-twene*, rijt is ))at we telle, September. 

Hou )>is feste was by-gonne* for-soj/e ly3en i nulle : 
A kyng her was on eorbe bo*, Cosdre was his nome, There wa* a 

Iring named 

368 Cristene Men bat he mihte fynde* he brouat hem alle to cosdre.a 

' " "^ persecutor of 

Schome ; Chriatlans. 

Wi}> his luj)er power he won also* al j>e londes ber-aboute, He conquered 

many lands. 

po he com to lertwalem* of fe sepulcre he hedde doute, 
pat vr lord was Inne i-leyd- a-non so he J)is i-seih, 
372 For al his power bat was so luber* sit ne dorst he come He came to 

Jerusalem, 

her neih, and took 

'^ possession of 

Ac a partye of J)e swete Crois* J>at seint Eleyne ))ider apart^^the 
brouhte of which he' 

He tok wi)) him' and wende a-jein* no more )>idere he p'®"**- 
ne ]>ouhte; 

Of ))ulke treo* he was wel proud-, ))eih he him-self he)>ene 
were, 
376 A* swibe heia tour of Gold and Seluer* he let him sone He reared a 

' ^ high tower, 

a-rere. 
Of gimmes* and of stones precious* )>er-aboute he lette do; 
Fourme of Sowne* and of Mone* and of Sterres also and imitated 

the heavens, 

Schinen*, as hit hem-self were*, and tornen a-boute fiaste, r?)?"""'^ 

' ' ' moon, and 

380 And ))undringe he made ek* }>at ))e folk ofte a-gaste, ^"^1^*^" 
Mid smale holes ))orwh queyntyse* Jjat watur ofte fere ^^^"*°* 
He made hit ofte to grounde falle* as Jjeij hit Reyn were, 
As ferfor)> as cou)>e eny mon* make mid queyntyse, 

4 
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3 in. 

8bi. 

* gan ryne. 

Smeseob 

selbe prute. 

•M3.godet, 

It 

9 H. omits 
this line. 
Won. 



UH. omits 
this Une. 
» sette. 
13 to h^^ mo 
fette. 

u As in be. 
» lifthalf me. 
MHe. 

1' moche. 

IB maistor. 

]9Ac. 
• » hit was a 
bastard. 
SLbat. 
»at. 
33 he harde. 

3* werrede. 



» omitted. 



«Tl))este. 
37 omitted. 
3Band. 
3B oat of. 

** deignede. 
SI H. omits 
vor him. 
M omitted. 
83 No more. 
M mid an 
vrt>lich man. 

33 omitted. 

3* mid. 

37 for]ywende. 

3»J»t. 

39 host al. 
tt (>at noman 
ne. 

« wheder 
aboue o)>er. 
^ and after. 
« hit dijte. 
**was 
ymaked. 
^ to-gadre. 



pe fourme as it an heuene werd f he made^ on' alle wise 384 
Wende aboute myd' queyntisef cmd as reyn ofte reyne* 
Ac me such wel selde lujjer prute' f come to gode* fine 
Anouewar is^ tour amydde al J)is 1 is* sege he let rere 
In is ri^t half he made an sege 5 is on sone he sette 388 

jjere' 
To sitte him-sulf as^^ a godf in heuene as ])ei it were 
As it were in stude of godes sone f ]>(7t no7» defaute 

nere^* 
In is lifthalf he made" anoJ>er f a uair cok he let vette" 
In" stude of jje holi gost f in is lifthalf bi hiw^' sette 392 
And^^ sat him-sulf al amyde f )>e fader as )>ei it were 
And sone cmd holi gost bisidef gret^^ prute was j>ere 
Nou was ]>is a wonder^* hynef cmd a wonder god also 
And^^ euer me )>enc]> he was abast^f and sAao^ him com to 396 
Eraclius )>e emperour ]>at cristene was of ^' rome 
Of )>is mysuarynge prute f hurde^ telle ilome 
Wi]> is ost he wende i^i-to is londf and worrede^ on him 

uaste 
In is heuene he^ sat as a godf ]>at noting him ne 400 

agaste 
So J>at is eldest^ sonef he het wende^ ate laste 
Ajen J)e emperour wi)>^ is ostf cmd of* )>e lond him 

caste 
Vor him ne dedeyned*^ nojt vor him^^f of is heuene 

ene*" ali^te 
Nammore'* j>en it were a godf wi)> erj>liche mew** to 404 

fi^te 
His o))er" sone wi)>^ is ost: a^en ye emperour wende*^ 
po hi toward jie^ batail comef hor eifer to ofer sende 
pat hi bitwene hem-sulue twof ]>e^ batail scholde do 
And al hor ost^ stonde cmd biholde i cmd none^ come 408 

J)erto 
And we))er of hem aboue** were f habbe scholde Jie my^te 
Of oJ)eres mew cmd al is lond f after** is wille di^te** 
po J>is vorward ymad was** f harde*" hi smyte to grounde 
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384 pe fourme as hit heuene were* he made on alle wyse; 



A-nouwarde his Tour* amidde al ]>is* his sege he lette 
a-rere, 
388 In his Eiht half he made a sege* his o sone he sette j^ere, 

To sitten onne him-self as a God* in heuene* as beih He set 



- ., himself up as. 

hit were : God the 

Father. 

In-stude as ]>eih hit were godes sone* ]>at no de-faute nere ; his son 

In his Luft half* he made a-no]}ur* and feir he lette fette GodtheSon, 

892 In-stude of ]>e holi-gost*, bi his Luft half* he him sette, and a third 

And sat him-self a-midde* be Fader as beih hit were : represented 

' ' 'the Holy 

And sone* and Holi-gost* bi-side* gret pruyde was J)ere: g*»<»*- 



EBaelius ))e Empcrour* J)at cristene was of Bome, iS^ro'^of 

Of })is mis farinde pruyde* he herde tellen ofte and S'thS;**^^ 
i-lome ; 

In-to his lend* he wende wib his Ost* and werrede wib and made 

' ' war upon 

hiw wel faste; cosdre. 

400 In his heuene he sat as a Qod*, as ]>eih him no-)>i9ig ne 
a-gaste, 



Him ne deynede not ones for him* of his heuene a-lihte, But the 
404 No more ben hit weore a Qod* wi)> er]>liche mon to Emperor 

would not 

nhte : aUght from 

his heaven. 

His sone* a-jein ])e Emperour* mid his Ost he sende, 
po he to ]>e Batayle come* er ei]>er to o]>er wende, 
pat heo bi-twene hem-selue two* J)e Batayle scholde do, 
408 And al heore Ost* stonde and bi-holden* and no mon His army iros 

conquered by 

come I)er-to, *^»'"» 

And whe]>er of hem so a-boue were* habbe scholde ]>e 

mihte 
Of ])e oJ>eres Men* and his lond* after his wille dihte ; 
po ))e forward was ymad* to-gedere heo smite to grounde, 
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imakede. 
'andatte. 



s eaerechon. 
* say him to. 
B omitted. 



•tolde. 



▼to. 

• and. 

9 and his sone 
him ne). 

10 H. omits he 
8ede)7oa. 



u beo> nej. 



[fol.69.] 

umakedest. 

3S)70lede 

haxde. 

i^myne 
honden. 



i» omitted. 



i« ich wole 
abowe. 
w bote, 
he^ere. 



uteo)>e. 

u omitted, 
aomakie. 



And fo^te as it was hor ri^tef cmd made^ harde wounde 412 
Ate* laste J>e emperourf J)en oJ)er ouercom 
And as yorward was al is folcf in is baundone nom 
And let hem cristny echon' f aw^ siwy after his* wiUe 
And )>is \uper kyng sat euer atomf in is heuene wel^ 416 

stille 
As a^ god and nuste no^t f ]>at he was byne]>e ibro^t 
iinc^ so Yuele his men him louede f ]>at hi ne wamde* 

him no^t 
pis emperour him wende vorj) f iw-to^ ))is heuene an hei 
He^ Yond him sitte as a god i his sone him sat wel ney^ 420 
Heil be J>ou he sede ))0U^'* false godf in ^in false heuene 

ifounc^e 
Nym \fin sone cmd ^in holi gostf vor je be|) ney" 

aswounde 
Bi him ]>at ]>ou ]>e makest^ after f ]M(t ]K)lede nor ous^' 

wounde 
Bote |>ou wole on him bileue f ^an schalt [her] in astounde 424 
Of myn hond^* ]>olie de]>f am? ]>i prute be ibroujte to 



Umakede 

bat lond. 

» bileoaed ! 

alin. 

ssongod 

bileoue. 

«hi. 



Vor al ]>in heuene Inele bileuef ne^*^ uor mark ne pounde 
Nai sertes qua)> ]>is dper f ]>ou ne schalt me [nojt] so lere 
pat ichulle abuye*® to eny manf bote he herre^^ jjen 428 

icA were 
pe emperour drou out is swerd f cmd smot of is heued 

ri^t ])ere 
His jonge sone ]iat sat him bi f ]>at was in is te]>e^^ jere 
He let him^® cristny cmd make* kyng f of al is fader lond 
His men he ^ef al ]iat seluer clanliche f ]iat he )>er 432 

uond 
Myd ]>e gold cmd myd ]>e seluer f ]>at he yond also ]>ere 
pe chirchen )>at ]>e o]>er hadde destruedf )>er-wi]> he let 

rere 
And made alond^ jjer*® wel bileuedf one? libbe in" 

godes lawe 
AUe )>at nolde tt^rue to god^ f he^ bro^te sone of dawe 436 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EXPOSITION OF THE CEOSS. 58 

412 And fou^ten as heore ri^te was' and maden harde wounde^ 

Ac atte laste* be Emp«rour* be obur ouer-com andhia 

' *^ ' ' ^ kingdom fell 

And al his folk*, as forward was*, in his baundun nom, jnto hig 

' ' ' hands. 

IT He lette cristen eu^richone* and suwen him to his wille: He compelled 

' tne people to 

416 pis lujier kyng sat eucre a-tom* In his heuene wel stille, ^J^uu. 
As A God' and nuste not* ))at he was bi-ne])e i-brouht, 
And so Yuel he was bi-loued of his men* )>at heo nolden 
him telle nouht ; 

V pis Emperour hiw wende forJ>' in-to his heuene an heih, ^JSreon"^ 
420 He fond hiw sitte J>ere as a god' his sone him sat wel £{jfti~°*^ 

neih; *»«^^«°' 

"Heil,*' he seide', "sire false god* in J>is felse heuene 

i-founde, 
Mid J>y sone* and mid ))in hori-gost'* je be|> neih a- •(*fc)hori 

swounde : *^y K^ost ? 

^ (intended as a 

Bi him J>at })0u makest ye aftur* Jjat for vs J>olede wounde, gj^^idahim 
424 But Jk)u woUe on him bi-leeue* })0U schalt here in a stounde J^dbeSwe 
Of myn hond J>ole dej>' and ]>i pruyde ben i-brouht to Christ" 

grounde ; 
For al ))in heuene y nul bi-leue* ne for Mark* ne for 
pounde*' : 
IT "Nay Certes," qu[o]d J>is o]>er', *' J)Ou ne schalt me not cosdw 

BO lere, obey, 

428 pat ich to eny mon schnle a-bouwe* bote he herre ]ien 
ich were": 

V pe Emperour drou^ out his swerd* and smot of his hed J^^**®***^ 

riht ])ere: 
His jongeste sone* ]>at bi him sat* ]>at was in his ten)>e Hfsson, ten 

jere, is baptised.' 

He let him cristene and make kyng* of al his fader lond ; 
432 His Men he jaf al ]>at seluer* )>at he )>ere fond, 
% Mid J)e Gold and riche })inges' })at he fond J>ere; 

pe chirches Jjat ye schrewe destruyde* he lette per-wiy vp ^^^^^^^^ 

a-rer«' cSes. " 

And made al yat lond in god bi-leeue* yere in Godes lawe ; 
436 Alle Jjat nolde twme to God* he brou^t hem sone of dawe : 
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iRode. 



* bttrgli. 



* omitted. 
4 him was. 

•aje. 



* wende ]>o 
anon. 

•burj. 

NOTA. 

w louerd. 
u er he cam. 

MJ>er were. 

» bi l^ober 

walBtod 

)7eifor)y. 

i« and l^is. 
15 vnwor)>I. 
Mdeol. 



J7J,er. 
*8 aboae. 



^ louerd. 



20 vpon a. 
2i omitted. 

S3 com in. 



a^a^e! 
(Temperour. 



[fol. 69 b.] 
**8churte 
and to. 
»mid. 

* a3e. 
a? eye. 



440 



444 



pe holi crois* ]^t he vond jjeref ))at god was on ido 

Adoun he nom wij) grei honwr f aw<i ladde wij> hiw also 

To ))e boru5^ of ierusalem f am? j>o he com yer biside 

Vp ])e hul of olyuet f an stouTide he gan abide 

Al )>at folc aboute him comf wi]> gret hont^ myd alle 

And ]K)nkede god of ]>at' cas f ]M(t hem dude^ ^ biualle 

pat ]>e swete holi crois t a^en'^ moste come 

pat ]>e lu)>er kyng cosdroef hem hadde er bjnome 

pe emperour wende adoun J)e hul^ wi)> vair procession 

pen'' wei )>at our lord wende f toward is® passion 

po he com to J)e boruj* 5 cmd wolde In ate jate 

A uair miracle our lord^® sendef ))at he ne moste com In" 448 

J>er-ate 
Vor ))e stones ))at were J>er^^ aboue: adoun anon ali^te 
And bi J)e wal stode euene uor})*'f Jwt nomon In ne 

mi^te 
Sori was J>is emperourf and al is^* folc also 
And dradde j^at hi ynworjie^^ were f such holi ]>ing to do 452 
per was wop cmd cri^^ Inouj f on god ))at he hem sende 
Som grace ^if is wiUe weref J>at hi saueliche In wende 
po^' stod an angel ouer*® ye ^atef a crois he huld an 

honde 
Sire emperour he sede J>ulke tymef yat our lord^* was her 456 

alonde 
po he com In at ]>is jate f to be to depe ido 
Vp an^ sell asse he rod f and^ in feble cloj)es also 
He ne com^* wij> no gret nobleief so*^ as you dost nou 
WiJ> riche clones ne oJ>er prute f yei he were as hei as 460 

you 
Mid ))is word he wende ajen ))is emperour*^ anon 
And li3te adoun cmd alle is clo))es ( caste of euerichon 
Anon to is scerte cmd^ is brechef sore wepynde wip* 

alle 
pe stones arise vp i^en^f yat were adoun lualle 
And lie^ euerich in is ri^te studef as hi hadde er ido 
And ye jat up as it was er i ye wei clene also 



464 
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pe holy Crois ]>at he fond ^ere* ])at yr lord was onne i-do, He took the 

A-doun he nom wi]> gret honour and ladde wi]> him also 

To J)e Borwh of lerrisalem*, and ]k) he com J)er bi-syde and brought 

440 Vppe J)e Hul of Olyuete* a stoonde he gon a-byde; iSTTjiSit 

Al ye folk a-boute him com* mid gret honour wi]>-alle Mount*of 
And )K)nkeden God* of fat cas* Jjat hem was bi-falle, ^^^^®"- 
pat |>e swete holi Crois* a-jein moste come, 

444 pat ]>e lu};ur kyng Gosdre* hem hedde er bi-nome ; 
IT A-doun of ye hul wende ye Empcrour* mid feir procession Then with a 
pulke wey )>at vr lord wende* to-ward his passion ; ^'!^**^h *** 

po he com to ye borwh* and wolde in atte ^ate jSS^m 

448 A feir Miracle yr lord sende* ]>at he ne mihte in )>er-ate ; 

For ye stones y&t a-boute were* a-doun a-non a-lihte 2on«!*ofUie 
. And stooden euene a-boute bi J>e.oJ>ur wal* J)at no mon 2)od round 

' ^_ ,v»:v,*« . about, and 

m ne milite; gevented 

Son was ye Emperour* and al his folk also entering the°^ 

452 And dredden ]>at heo not wor]>i weoren* a such holy Jerusalem. 
ying to do ; 
per was wepynge and cri i-nouh on god* y&t he hem sende 
Sum grace*, jif his wille were*, J>at heo to ye Borwh 
wende : 
% po stod yer-hi an Aungel* a Crois hee heold an honde : ^^^^ 
456 " Sir Emperour," he seide*, ** bulke tyme* bat vr lord and rebuked 

^ 7 r ^ r theEmperor'a 

was here a-londe, pride. 

po he com in atte ^ate* to deye to ben i-do, 
Yppon a sely Asse he Bod* in feble clo)>us also, 
He com wij) no gret nobleye* so as you dest now, 
460 WiJ> riche clo))us* ne wij> oyer pruyde*, J>eih he were as 
heih as Jjou": 
IT Mid )>is word he wende a-jeyn- ye Emperour a-non ^g hca**^ 

A-lihte a-doun- and his cloJ>us* of caste euerichon, ^ wTdiirt!" 

Anon to his schurte* and his Brech* sore weopinde wi})- 
alle ; 
464 pis stones risen vp a^eyn* J>at weren er doun i-falle, JJgtode^mB 

And lay* vche in his rihte stude* as heo hedden er i-do, 'e^o^®*'. 
And y&t jat opene as hit was er* and ye wey dene also; JJ^®f**J* 
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iiioinl>e 
swete Rode. 
3afote. 

Sprute. 

* H. omits 
and blisse. 

B 8wet smyl. 

* J>e contray 
aboute. 

7 al )>e stede. 
s bar \fe, 
NoTA cantif/. 
9 l^isne uue. 
w tofore. 

11 MS. 
worldle. 

la beo. 



pe emperour ])e swete rode nom*f a/wi al auote^ In 

bar 
pat folc siwede him wij> gret prece' f gret loie ow^^ blisse* 468 

was ])ar 
Anon ^r com so suote smuPf as it from heuene were 
pat al J>at cowtreie*^ fulde 1 cmd alle Jwt stode'^ J)ere 
pe emperour ber J>at' croysf iw-to ])e temple an hei 
He gan sjnge ])is nywe^ song f byuore^° alle J>at were ^er 472 

ney 
pou croys bri^tore to ))is wordle^* f |)ew alle J)e sterren 

be" 
pou art to honouri to )>is m&n f <md awel to louye 

tre". 
Holier J>ew alle^* )>i^g« fou one worJ>i were 
pat you ))e frut" of aP® J>e wordlf al one vp })e*^ bere 476 
pou suete tre ^at bere on J>ef J)e suete nayles J>re^^ 
And J)e suete berj>ene" of godes sonef ))at was ido on 

Saue nou al ))is companyef ))at igadered ber^ is 

iiw(^ here to-gadere to-dai^ ibro^t i in J)iw herynge 480 

iwis 
pis song song ))e ewiperour f J)at wel^ is jut vnderstonde 
Vor 5ut me it syngej) in holi chirche f wew^* me berej) J>e 

crois an honde 
pat^ folc honoured ek J>e crois f as me*' myjte come 

j>erto 
WiJ) oflfriwg and eke^ wij> songf cmd wij> o^er melodic 484 

abo 
pis was J>e holi rode dayf ^at in septembre is 
27haij»i>an€. peruorc me halwej> jut ^en^ dai : in holi chirche 

iwis: 



n to luye 

treo. 

M Jjan eni. 

1* tresour. 
16 omitted. 

18 also. 

19 burdoun. 

"'onjiewas 

ido. 

a her 

igadered. 

sa to dai to 

gadere. 



98 omitted. 
«whan. 



25 and J»at. 
Mhi. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EXPOSITION OP THE CEOSS. 67 

pe Emperour nom ]>is swete Bode* and al a fote him 
beer ; 
468 pat folk suwede him wij? gret pres* gret loye and blisse 
was ])er, 
Anon her com so swete a smul* as bei hit from heuene a sweet 

' ' smell came 

yfQYG from heftven. 

pat al hit smulde wij> gret loye* Jjat in J)e cuntre weren 
))ere; 
% pe Emperour bar J)is swete crois* in-to Jje temple an heih, The Emperor 
472 He gon siwge J)is newe song* bi-foren alle ))at weore ])er ^^*J® 

r\a{U • A new song 

he sang before 

" -I^E Crois brijtore to fis world- }en Alle >e sterres »»th«P«>pi«. 

J beo, 
pou art to honoure of alle men* and muche to loue of in honour of 

the Holy 

alle treo ; Rood. 

Holiore ))0u art ])en al J>at is- for J>ou one wor})iore were, 
476 pat ))0U |)e tresor of al J>is world* al one vppe J>e here; 
pow swete treo- j>at here on J>e* Jje swete Nayles also, 
pe swete bur))ene- of Godus sone- )jat on jje was i-do, 
Saue nou al J>is cumpanye* J>at i-gederet her is, 
480 And here to-day to-gedere i-brouht- in j>in heryinge i- 
wis": 
% pis song soong Jje Emperour- J>at wel is vnderstonde, 

For »t me hit singeb in holichirche* whom me bereb bat itisstmsung 

... ^ ^ in Holy 

crois an honde; church. 

Al )>at folk honterede ek* ]>at Crois* so feire so heo 
mihten do, 
484 WiJ> oflEringes- and wij> song* and wij> ojmre melodyes 
also ; 
% pis was |>e holi Bode day* ]>at in Septembre is This was the 

perfore me honourej) in holichirche* j>ulke day jit i-wis : Ho}y Rood, 

observed in 
September. 
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[fol. 71.] 

1 him tA)f\>e of 
dawe. 
a for he. 
s omitted. 



'here 
Maumet). 



Bletsmyte. 

« For )m. 

7 wode. 
> ido me. 

* ane gode 
dede. 



10 bynyme 
me. 



u ich haue. 

19 while. 
13 lil>er. 

i*l>o 

bemperoar. 
bis ieey 
1* noloie nojt. 
i< hulde. 



Wgredilhe. 
"vpe. 

» fersch. 

20 For J»o. 

21 al af ure. 



2* forbrend. 
2* hi fiilte )}e 
vounde. 

2!( omitted. 
2«Hi. 



»ifhi. 



*• neit god 
honure. 



QEyn quiriac ]>at biscop wasf prechede godes lawe 

^ Inlian ))e luj)er emperour i bro^te him of lif dawe* 488 

Vor J)e suete rode ^at he fond f otm^ uor' mew ))at' jierto 

drou) 
To bilene mew' on ihe»u crist f nor he it huld al wouj 
Seint quiriac was J>o biuore ))e emperour ibrojt 
He het him bileue on hor maumet'^f cmd )>o' he nolde 492 

no^t 
His rijt bond he smof^ of yerst f ich do he sede ]>is 
Vor* hast ofte iwrite J>er-wi)) f a^en our lawe iwis 
pon gidi^ hound qua]> Sein^ quiriac f wel hastou do bi me' 
Of a good Jjojt* ]>ou were wel vnderstonde 5 wel au^te ich 496 

blesse ye 
Vor bjnome is me" ]>ulke lyme f J>at me haj) ofte to 

Bunne idrawe 
Vor ichabbe*^ ofte iwrite' j>er-wij> f ajen ihe^i cristes lawe 
pe wule** ich was a lujjcr" giw f awe? on him ne bileuede 

no^t 
po ))is emperour isei**f J>at he nolde" ti«me is Jjojt 600 

He made him drynke led iweld f cmd In is mouj? halde" 

it ]>ere 
Euer sat ]>is gpde monf as him no]>iwg nere 
Vp a gredire hi*^ leide him seJ>J)e f ouer" a gret fur and 

strong 
To rosti as me dej) verst^® flesc f grece was yer among 504 
Vor^** jwt ftir was al of grece ^* f and col^^ and salt was 

ek })erto 
And of is flesc J>at was vorbarnd*' f ])e wouwden hi selte** 

also 
po"* he*' ne mijte })er-wij> tt*me is J>05t f ne to dejie him 

bringe 
He*' J>05te ^if he'^ mi^te him imrte i wij> eny o^er gynne** 508 

j>iwge 
Quiriac he sede bij^ench ]>e bet f and do after my lore 
And jif )k>u nelt honi^re our godes ^f bote ]>ou wolle do 

more 
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hand was 
first smitten 
off. 



Qeint Quiriac )>e Bisschop* prechede Qodus lawe: ^*'^2** 

488 ^ lulian )?e lujmr Emperour brouht him sej>))e of dawe, ^^^*« ^''• 
For ]>e holi Boode* ]>at he fond% and for he men |>er-to 

drouh 
To bi-leeue on Ihesn, criflt* for al he heold hit wouh ; 
po J)e Emperour hedde seint Qoiriac* bi-fore him i-brouht ^^^^p^* 
492 He bad him leeuen in heor Maumetes*, and Jh) he nolde jSi]^^*^' 
nouht, '^"ir!? 

** "' would not 

His riht bond he let furst of smyte- And al i-do he mrSHh?'*'' 
seide ))ifl : — 

"For J)Ou hast wel ofte* l)er-wi}) i-write* a^ein vr lawe 

• • •• 

1 WIS : 

V '^pon gidi hound*" seide )>is gode Hon*, ''wel hastou 

i-do by me, 

496 Of my good |)ou weore wel Tnderstonde* wel oujt i 

blesse J)e, 

For bou hast bi-nome me ]>ulke lime* ])at ha]> me ofte He rejoiced 

. _ at this, 

to SUnne l-drawe, because with 

' ^ that hand he 

For ich habbe ber-wib ofbe i-write* a-seyn IhesvL cristes lawe, ^^. ^"e" 

' ' ^ •' ' against Jesus 

pe while Jwrt ieh was Gyew and on him bi-leeuede nonht :" ^*»'^*- 
600 po J)e Emperour sai^ })at he nolde* nout tornen his fouht hSItoSSk* 
He jaf him drinken welled led* and in his mou)> helde bSut^fajSred 

l>ere, '^"^• 

Euere sat ]ns gode mon* as |>eih him no|>ing nere; 
Vp A Gledeire he leide him sej>))e* ouer a gret fuir and JJ^ him*on 

strong, » gridiron. 

604 To Bosten as me dej) versch flesch* grees was j^er Among, T^y rowted 
For y&t fuir was* al of Col* and grece' and J»t salt was ^^^^ 

eke }>er-to, 
And of flesch ))at was eke for brend' ]>e woundes he 

salte also, 
po heo ne mihte tome }>er-wij> his ))Ouht* ne to dej> him 
bringe, 
608 Heo bi-J>ouhten hem* ^if heo mihte* wij> eny ojjer J)inge ; oouid not 
IF " Quiriac" he seide* "J>enk on ])i-self- and do aftur my lore, determina. 
5if bou nult not* vr codes honoure* bote bow woUe more, remain a 

'' '^ ^ ' Christian. 
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1 sau pei* bat hem nart cristene noat* f and ichulle'* de-boner 

* cristlne nert 

nojt. "be 

'ichwole. 

«l>emuri6iyf And Murilif^ ^ou schalt ledef and )>at ]>ou schalt ise 512 
»noide after \>e gode mon nolde do after him )>o^f a caudron he let 

him do. 

fulle 
« \,eton puite. Wi]> se]>ing oile vol Inou} f and let him ]>er-Inne pulle® 
7\>e, per-Inne he BeJ> ]>ew' godemoTif vorte he weri was 

hJ^e^* pe godemon herede our lord crist^f and noJ>e* worse 616 
p^. he" nas 

**™' So Jwt ye emperour iseif J>at he ne mi^te hiwi ouer- 

come 
w^urf j>e "V^ij, a swerd he smot him })oru ye herte" i Jh)*^ he was 
MandjK). Q^t Inome 

[foLTift.] And is soule to heuene wendef after ]>is tormentynge 

(Jod uor J)e loue of Setw< quiriac f to })ulke Joie ous 620 
bringe. 
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Sey J)at J)Ou nart' cristene nout* and ich woUe de-boner beo, 
512 And murie lyf ]>ou schalt lede })er-afterward% and ]>at 
]>ou schalt i-seo": 
po be sode mon nolde don after bim% a Caudrun he They then 

•^ ^ *^ put him in a 

lette fulle cauldron of 

boiling oil, 

Wi]> Oyle* and let hit se]>en &ste* and let him )>er.Inne 

puUe ; 
per-Inne he se)> ]>e gode Mon* forte ]>at he wen was: 
516 pe gode Mon heriede yr lord euere and neuer ])e worse imkhewas 

. . none the 

mm nas; wone. 

po )>e Emperour i-sau^* ]>at he ne mihte him so oner- 
come, 

With a swerd he smot him ]>orwh ]>e herte* )>o he was Then they 

it -n • smote him 

of be Babe mome : through the 

heart, and his 

His soule wente to be loye of heuene* aftur his tor* souiwe^tto 

heavw. 

mentynge, 
520 Crist for ])e lone of Seint Quiriao* to ]nilke loye tb 
bringe A. M. E. N. ! 
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THE STOKY OF THE HOLY BOOS. 



III. 



« [Harleian 
MS. 41 S6. fol. 
766. col. 1.] 



When Adam 
was 930 years 
old and on hia 
deathbed, 
• nearly 
effaced. 



he bad Eve 
call all his 
sons before 
him to receive 
his dying 
blessing. 



[fol. 76 b, 

col. 2.] 



His sons ask 
th^r father 
what ails him. 



He replies 
that he is ill- 
bestead and 
has his fill of 
pain and 
sorrow. 



Tliey ask him 
to tell them 
what pain and 
sorrow are 
like. 



Beth tells his 
Cither that his 
sidmess arises 
from a longing 
for the fruits 
of Paradise, 



THE STORY OF THE HOLY ROOD*. 

-pY 'morte prvmi parentis Ade 

et de incepdone crada Christi. 
When adam onre form &der dere 
Was of elde nyghen hundreth jere, 
And ))arto [thrittjy*, J>an he kend 
pat his life drogh nere ]>e end; 4 

pan said he vntill eue, ^']>ou sail 
All my suns bifor me call, 
pat I may blis J>am or I dy." 
And als he bad scho did in hy; 8 

Scho cald []>am] vnto him ]>at tide, 
pai come and stode aU him biside, 
Als he in his sekenes lay, 

And vnto him ]7us gan ]>ai say: — 12 

"Fader, what harm es )?e on hand, 
pat ]>ou es in )>i bed ligand. 
And wharto hastou cald vs hederl" 
pan said he to )>am al to-geder: — 16 

"Suns," he said, «I far fol ill, 
Of pine and sorow I find my filL" 
And ]>ai answerd and said ogaine : — 
"Fader tell vs what es payne, 20 

And how it es sorow to haue. 
Say YS )>e suth, so god ]>e saue; 
For whils we in J>is werld haue bene, 
Of sekenes haue we seldom sene/' 24 

pan said seth, "for suth I trow, 
Fader, ))at })0u ^emes now 
Of poradis fruit forto ett mare. 
Of J)e whilk ]k)u has etin are ; 28 
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And ]>arfor ligges ]>ou sorowand swa, 
Bot say to me and I sail ga 
Sone vnto paradis ^ate, 

32 And I sail grete ]>are in ye gate; 
I sail mak site and sorows sere. 
And so I hope god sail me here. 
And send sum angell me to gete 

36 Sum of ]>at fruit ]>at )h)u wald ett.'' 
Adam vnto seth ]>an telles : — 
'^I jeme no fruit, ne no thing els, 
Bot I haue dole with-owten dout> 

40 And euil in al my lims obout." 
pan said seth and ]>ai all bidene, 
"We wate neuer what euil es to mene; 
Tell Ys what thing ye greue )>uSy 

44 Wharto suld J)0u laine fra ybI" 
Als he lay ]?an ]>us said he: — 
"Al my suns herkins to me ! 
When god had made me with his will 

48 ^owce moder ]>an he made me till; 
In ^areuSiB sone he ys sett, 
And gaf ys leue al fruit to ett; 
He outtoke no thing bot a tre 

52 pat he forbed bath hir and me; 
In middes of paradis it stode, 
And was knawing of ill cmd gude; 
pe est he put in my powst^ 

56 And ye north at my will to be, 

And till jowre moder he toke y&t tide 
Bath ye west and ye sowth syde; 
And twa angels he toke ys till, 

60 Ys forto were fra alkins ill; 

Till on a tyme, sons, suth to say, 
Oure angels went fra ys oway, 
Bifor god ]>aire wirschip to ma; 

64 pan [com] ye fende ]>at es oure fa^ 



and declares 
lus readiness 
to go thure, 
if he can find 
tiie way, aiid 
procure, by 
means of 
sorrowful 
supplication, 
some of the 



▲dam says he 
wants no 
fruit. 



Seth desires to 
know what it 
is Adam 
wants. 



Adam tells his 
sons of their 
parents' 
disobedience. 



How they ate 
of the 

forbidden tree 
in the middle 
of the garden. 



The East and 
North were 
under Adam's 
control, 
[fol. 77.] 

whileEveheld 
sway over the 
West and 
South sides of 
the garden. 

On a day 
Adam and 
Eve's good 
angels went 
away to do 
honour to 
God. 
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The devil, 
taking 

advantage of 
their absence, 
caused our 
first parents 
to eat of the 
fOTbidden 
fruit. 



whereforeGod 

was 

displeased, 

and 

tiireatened 
Adam and 
Eve with 
divers 
penalties. 



Upon Adam's 
body sixty and 
ten wounds 
were to come, 
from head to 
foot. 



But as the 
remedy for 
thisOod 
promised 
them the oil 
ofmereif. 



Adam's 
sorrow is so 
great that he 
bewails the 
lack of 
medicine. 



Eve 

thereupon 
weeps and 
prays God for 
foii^ye 



And in ^owre moder fand he stede^ 

And did hir do efter his rede; 

Sone scho ette, als he hir red, 

Of J>e fruit god vs bath for-bed ; 68 

Scho bed it me and I ette sum, 

And ]>us bigan oure care to exxmi 

pe gerrard ))us gan hir bigile, 

And me also, alias ]}at while 1 72 

pan of oure werk was god il paid. 

And als sone vnto me he said: — 

^Adam, for )>ou has left my lare 

And broken ]>e bode |>at I bad are, 76 

And mare wroght efter ])i wife, 

pan efter me J>at lent ])e life, 

Vnto )>i bodi sal I send 

Sexty wowndes amd ten to lend, 80 

Bight fra ])i heuid vnto J>i hele, 

Eghen and eres and ilka dele; 

And all ]>i lims on ilka side 

Witht sorows sail be ocupide.'" 84 

He said, ''suns, god has sent ]>is thing 

Vntill vs and all oure of-spring; 

Bot oure lord god almighty 

Said we suld haue oile of mercy, 88 

In ]>e werldes end, if we wald crane, 

Of all })is site vs forto saue;" 

All on ]>is wise when he had talde. 

He feled sorows ful many-falde ; 92 

He cried and said him self vnto, 

"Alias! caytif what sail I do; 

pat slike sorows er to me send, 

And has no medsin me to mendl" 96 

When eue herd ])at he said swa, 

Scho wepid and had ful mekell wa, 

And vnto god fast gan scho call, 

"Lord forgif me ))ir angers all! 100 
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I wroght J>e werk, J)at wate I wele, 
Wharfore we haue }>is dole ilkdele." 
Scho praied adam on j^is manere, 
**Lord lat me haue j>i sorow sere, 
For sertes I did all J)e syn 
Wharfore ])ou es |>ir angers in." 
pan adam answerd hir vntill, 
"It may noght be wroght at oure will, 
Oure lord of heuyn J)at has it send 
Thurgh his might he may it mend." 

A dam yan ynto seth gan say : 
-^ " Sun of a thing I sal ])e pray, 
Forto wend als I sail J^e wys 
Vnto J>e 5ates of paradis, 
And at ])e jates, when J)0u cuwies right, 
pou sal mak sorow in goddes sight; 
Fall to erth and powder ye. 
And pray god haue mercy on me, 
For J>an par auenture send sail he 
Su.m of his angels to J>at tre, 
Of whi[l]k springes J>e oile of life, 
pat medcyn es to man and wife, 
par forto send me sum dele, 
124 pan hope I Jjat my care sal kele," 
pan answerd seth and said in hy, 
"To do J)i will I am redy, 
Bot J)e bus teche to me ye way. 
And what I sail to ye angell say." 
Adam said, "sun tell him till 
How J>at I haue angers ill, 
And tell him also of ]>is thing 
How ])at my life es nere ending; 
And pray him me to certify 
Of ye oile of mercy weterly, 
pe whilk god hight me of his grace, 
When he me put out of ))at place ; 



104 



108 



112 



116 



120 



128 



132 



136 



and desires to 
bear Adam's 
punishment. 
[fol77.colA] 



Adam 
beseedies 
8eth to go to 
the gates of 
Paradise, 



and to pray 
toOod 
to send him 
mme -of the 
cil of mercy y 
a medicine for 
"man and 
wite." 



Sethsaysheis 
quite ready, if 
his father will 
teach him the 
way and what 
to say to the 
Angel. 

Adamdfarects 
hhn to tell the 
Angel that he 
Is near his 
death, 



and wishes to 
have the ot/^/ 
mercy which 
was long ago 
promised him. 
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The way, 

Adam says, is 

easy. 

A green path 

reaches even 

unto the gates 

of Paradise. 

Turning 
eastward 
many 

footsteps will 
be seen, 



which were 
made by 
AdamandEve 
when they 
were driven 
out of Eden. 



Cfol.77b.] 
For wherever 
their feet 
touched,there 
the grass 
withered and 
dried iip. 



Seth departs 
forPftradlse. 



He finds the 
withered 



which bring 
himtoEdMu 
He fiills down 
on his face, 
casts dust on 
his head, 



and cries to 
Ood for the 
oilofmereif 



If he now ]iat sand to me will send, 

Of all my sorow it sail me mend : " 

*^And sun," he said, ^'I sail ]>e say 

Wharby Jjou sail ken J>e way: 140 

pou sail sone find a grene gate 

Euyn vnto paradis ^ate; 

Wend estward cmd for no thing let, 

Vntill yon in y&t way be set; 144 

pan many fotesteps saltou se, 

Bath of yi moder and of me ; 

For by fat ilk way went we twa> 

pi moder and I with-outen ma, 148 

When we war put out of j>at blis 

To won in midelerth for oure mis; 

And ]>e sin of vs twa allane, 

Was so grete and god with-gane, 152 

pat in what stedes oure fete gan fall, 

pare groued neuer gres, ne neuer sail, 

Bot euermore be ded and dri, 

And falow, and fade, for oure foly; 156 

pus saltou fiind, with-outen mis, 

Right to ]>e ^ates of paradis." 

Seth es went, with sorows sad, 

Furth right, als his fader bad, 160 

And hastily he fand j>e way, 

Als adam vntill him gan say. 

With welkit steppes, many ane, 

Als his fader bifore had gane; 164 

And euen he held ])at ilk gate 

Vntill he come to paradis jate: 

On his face ]»an fell he downe 

And kest ponder opon his croune 168 

Ful mekill mumi[n]g gan he make^ 

And sorowed for his fader sake; 

And vnto god fast gan he cri 

Of adam forto haue mercy, 172 
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176 



180 



184 



188 



192 



196 



200 



204 



208 



And oile of mercy him to send. 

So ])at he might in liking lend: 

So als he made his praiers fast, 

God sent saint michael at )>e last; 

He bad )>at seth he suld yp rise 

And said ynto him on )>is wise : — 

"Seth," he said, "what sekes j>ou here! 

I am michaell goddes messangere. 

My lord of heuyn has ordand me 

Ouer all his men keper to be; 

And sertanly to )>e I say, 

pat ))e thar nowjier grete ne pray 

Efter ))e oile of mercy here. 

For ]>ou gettes it on no manere, 

Yntill a tyme if ])oa tak tent 

When fine thousand jere er went> 

Twa hundret and twenty }>ar-till, 

And also aght als es goddes will; 

pan sal god send doun his sun 

Crist in-to })e werld at won; 

For mannes sins ]>an sal he dy, 

And so fra bale he sail )>am by; 

Qrauen he sail be in a stede 

And rise ])e thrid day right fra ]>e ded. 

And lif ogayne, in lim and lith; 

And adam ]ian sail rise him with; 

Adam and all his of-spring, 

pat god vntill his blis will bring; 

With crist Jian sail )?ai right vp ryght 

And wende to won in lastand light; 

pan sal ]>i fader right vp rise 

And wend to welth in paradis; 

And ])at same crist als I tell |>e 

In ])e flum sal baptist be; 

To saue man saules he sail be send 

And all fals trowth he sail defende; 



that should 
restore his 
father to 
health. 
WhUeSethis 
fast praying, 
St. Michael 
appears and 
bids him to 
rise. 



**Iam,'*be 
says, ** God's 
* messenger,* 
and 'keeper' 
of all God's 
men. 



Itisv 
weep or pray 
here for the ^< 
nfmercjff for 
you will new 
get it unto 
0228 years 
liave elapsed. 



Then shall 
God send 
Christ to die 
for man's sia. 



On the third 
day he shall 
rise from the 
grave, 
and Adam 
shall rise with 
him. 



[ft>1.776,col. 
2.] 

andasoend to 
heaven. 



Christ shall 
be baptized in 
(he Jordan. 
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He shall give 
theoUqf 
mercy to the 
repentant 
•innera. 



He shall give 
them endless 



Tenthyfather 
his days draw 
to an end. 



But first do 
what I am 
about to tell 
you. 

Go to the 
gate of 
Paradise, 
put in thy 
head, letting 
thy body stand 
without; 
if thouseeet 
any marvels 
come again 
and tell them 
to me." 

Beth did as he 
was bidden. 



He heard 
tiiere noise 
and noble 



He saw gay 
herbs and 
treest and 
heard plenty 
of birds' songs. 
In the midst 
of Paradise he 
saw a well out 
of which 
flowed four 
streams, that 
watered all 
the world. 



Above the 
well he 
perceived 
there stood a 
fair tree* 
having many 
branches, but 
barkless and 



pe ojle of mercy sal he gif 
Till all ])at in his law will lif ; 
And till all y&t will sese of sin 
Sal he gif blis )>at neuer sal blin; 
pan sail ^i fader cum fra paine 
And dwell in paradis ogajne; 
parfore if ])0U )>i fader se 
Say him als I haue said to ]>e, 
'His daies er dreuen ynto )>e end, 
Langer in ])is life may he noght lend.' 
Bot first now, or })0U wend oway, 
Sail )>ou do als I ]>e say; 
Wende vnto paradis jate 
And put in bot ]>i heuid |>arate, 
And lat ]>i body stand ])aroute, 
And luke what ]>ou sese }>e obont; 
And if ]>ou any selkuth se 
Cum ogayne and tell to me." 
Seth went and did on ])is manere, 
And saw ful many selkuthes sere; 
He herd ]>are noyse and nobill smell, 
Swetter ]mui any tong might tell; 
Gay herbes and trese |>are gan he se. 
And fowles sang ful grete plenty ; 
In middes of paradis saw he right 
A well )>at was schinand fill bright, 
Of })e whilk foure flodes ran out, 
And went ouer al )>e werld obout; 
He saw of ]>a foure flodes clere 
Come al ]>e water in ]>is werld here; 
Obonen |>e well persayued he 
Whare fare stode a ful feire tre. 
With branches ]>aron maniane, 
Bot bark ne lefe ne had it nane; 
pan had seth meruail in his mode 
Whi Jiat tre so naked stode; 
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280 



And wele he hopid, his hert with-in, 

pat it was for his fader sin, 

Als ]>e steppes war ]>at he had sene; 

pat neuer bare none herbes grene. 

And all for ^e sin of ]>am twa, 

parfor he trowed Jje tre was swa; 

Al )>ifl thoght when he had left, 

In ogaine ]>an luked he eft^ 

And hastily ])an gan he se 

A meruaile of ])e mekill tre ; 

Him thoght ]>at it stode yp fill eujn 

And rechid on heght right to )>e heuyn, 

And bark inogh ]>ar-on was sene 

With leues y&t was gay and grene; 

And in ]>e crop of |>at tre on hight 

A litill childe he saw full right, 

Lapped all in clathes clene, 

Als it right )>an bom had bene, 

So till his sight it semed ^ing, 

He had grete meruaile of ]>is thing; 

Vnto l^e erth })an luked he 

And saw \>e rotes of ^&t same tre, 

Weterly him thoght })ai fell 

In-to )>e Ytterest end of hell. 

And ))are him thoght he had a sight 

Of his brojjer saul ful right, 

Abell |>at was sakles slaine. 

pan to J>e angell he went ogayne 

And tald vnto him albidene, 

Als he ]>are had herd and sene ; 

He pried ]>e angell tell him mare 

Of )>e childe ])at he saw ]>are; 

pe angell answerd him in hy, 

And said what it suld signify; 

^'pe childe ]>at ]>ou saw in )>e tre, 

pe snn of god for suth es he, 



He believed 
that the tree 

stood tllUB 

bare on 
account of hia 
parents' sin. 



[fol. 78.] 



Lookingabout 
a second time. 



the tree 
appeared to 
reach to 
heaven, 
and was 
covered with 
bark and 
leaves. 

In the top of 
the tree he 
saw a little 
child wrapped 
in swaddling 
clothes. 



He looked 
down on the 
ground, and 
the roots of 
the tree 
seemed to 
reach to the 
uttermost 
ends of hell, 
and he seemed 
to see the 
soul of his 
brother AbeL 

Then went he 
to the Angel 
again, and 
told him all 
that he had 
seen, and 
asked the 
meaning of 
italL 

The Angel 
tells Seth that 
the child is 
the Son of 
God» 
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who shall be 
sent from 
heaven to 
earth, 
and also 
restore his 
father to blisa 
That be is the 
€il €f mercy 
promised to 
Adam, 



and he shall 
bring Adam 
»MS.o/ 
itfspnng, 
and all his 
offspring from 
baletoendlesa 
blisft. 
Then the 
Angel takee 
three kernela 
of the tree 
that caused 
<ftir bale and 
gives them to 
Beth and 
speaks as 
[fol. 78, coL 

follows : 
•'Within 
tliree days 
after thy 
return Adam 
shall die and 
be buried. 
When he ia 
laid in earth 
put these 
three kernela 
into his 
mouth, 
for of them 
shall three 
* wands ' 
spring; 
the first shall 
be a cedar 
tree, the 
second a 
cypress, and 
the third a 
pine tree. 
These wands 
betoken the 
Trinity. 
The cedar is 
the Father, 
the cypress 
the Son, and 
the pine the 
Holy Ghost.'» 
Seth departs 
with the 
kernels 
and reaches 
home. 



His schewipg here noght els it ment 

Bot ])at he sail till ]>e erth b^ sent; 

He sail fordo \i fader sjn, 

And ynto welth ogayne him win; 284 

He es ))e oile of mercy right, 

pe whilk was to ])i fader hight, 

When he fra paradis gan wende, 

Thurght formast fanding of ^ fende ; 288 

Fra bale to blis ])is bam sal bring 

pi fader and all his of-spring^, 

pat ordaind er in ]>e werldes ende, 

Fra wa till endles welth to wende." 292 

pe angell ]>an toke kirnels thre 

pat war tane of ))at same tre. 

Of ]>e whilk oure bale bigan, 

And vnto seth l)us said he l>an: — 296 

"With-in thre dales when J)OU cumes hame 

Sail )>i fader dy Adam, 

And in a graue he sail be graid, 

And, when he es in erth so laid, 300 

pir kirnels J>at I gif Jje to 

pan in his mowth ]>oa sail |>am do, 

For of |>am sail thre wandes spring, 

And ilkone sail be of sere thing: 304 

pe first of cyder suthly es, 

pe secund sal be of cypres. 

And ]>e thrid of pine sal be ; 

And ]iai bitaken ]>e trenit6, 308 

In Jje cyder }>e fader alweldand, 

And in cypres |>e sun we vnderstand. 

In ])e pyne )>e hali gaste bi skill.*' 

pus tald J>e angell seth vntill, 312 

And when he was ))us kyndely kend, 

Hastily hamward gan he wend. 

And hame also with him he had 

pe kirnels als |>e angell bad, 316 
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328 



332 



336 



340 



344 



348 



jTke obitu primi jparentis ode. 

When seth had wroght all on ]>is wise 
And <;umSn hame fra paradise, 
Yntill his fader fast gan he fare, 
Als he lay in sekenes sare, 
And tald vnto him albidene 
How he had done whare he had bene. 
And how ]>e angell gan him hete 
pat he suld haue his bale to bete, 
Oile of mercy fra god send 
To sane him in )>e werldes end. 
When adam herd him sogat say, 
pa wordes ful gretely gan him pay, 
And in his life )>an anes he logh, 
For he hopid forto win fra wogh, 
And forto be saued sertainely; 
parfore to god ))us gan he cry, 
" Lord me list no langer lif, 
Mi gaste in-to ]>i hend I gif 
Forto wis it at \i will, 
In whilk stede so it sail go till*' 
pus he died with-in ]>e thrid day 
Als ]>e angell vnto seth gan say; 
pan had he lifed in ]>is werld here 
Nien hundreth and threty jere; 
For mans kinde was |>an so Strang, 
pat ]>ai moght wele lif so lang. 
When he was ded J)us als I tell, 
Both wife and barnes opon him fell 
And lay opon |>e cors criand, 
Heuid to heuid and hand to hand, 
pai trowed to turn life him vntill. 
For ))ai kowth ]>an none o)>er skill ; 
And als ]>ai mumed with dreri mode, 
Michaell come and by )>am stode. 
And o])er angels gudely graid, 



He teUs his 
fiktherofhifl 
Jouniey, 

and how that 
iheoUof 
HMTcy should 
be sent 
to save him 
at the world's 
end. 



These wwds 
pleasedAdam, 
and for onoe 
in his life 
he laughed. 



He thanked 
God for his 



and gave up 
the ghost. 
When Adam 
died he was 
930 years old. 



Man's nature 
was then 
vigorous, and 
he might live 
to such an 
age. 

Cfol.78 6.] 
When Adam 
died, his wife 
and bairns 
fell upon him 
and lay crying 
upon the 
corpse, head 
to head and 
hand to hand, 
for they 
thought to 
restore him 
to life. 
But Michael 
appeared to 
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them and thtis 
ftpake to Beth, 
" Weep no 
more, for it is 
CKmL's wUl. 



Take np the 
corpse and I 
will shew yoa 
what to do 
With it." 
They took up 
the body, and 
followed the 
Angels, all 
singing " full 
solemnly " to 
the Yale of 
Hebron, 
where they 
graved Adam. 



Adam's 
bairns were 
greatly 
astonished at 
all this, 
but the Angel 
tells them that 
the dead must 
be buried in 
earth or stone, 
for all that 
are bom shall 
die. 



1 MS. lift. 

Beth then 
thinks of the 
kernels and 
puts them 
under his 
fother's 
tongue. 

Of those three 
kernels sprang 
three trees 
from which 
great marvels 
arose. 



In Adam's 
mouth these 
wands stood 
until Noah's 
time, after the 
flood, 1072 
years. 



And ynto seth al |>us he said: 352 

"Wepes namore, bot bese still, 
For ))iis it es my lordes will, 
pat I sal teche here ^ow vnto 
How ^e with |>is cors sail do; 356 

Takes him vp and wendes with me, 
For in erth sail he bereed be." 
pai toke ]>e cors vp ]>am omang, 
And ])e angels bifore gan gang 360 

Singand all ful solempnely, 
And makand nobill melody; 
To Jje vale of ebron ^i him broght 
And groue him ]>are, als yam. gade thoght. 364 
pan al his bames awonderd ware 
Of ]>e sight ]>at |>ai saw y&Te ; 
pe angel said |>an to ]>am in hy, 
"Of Jjis thing haues no ferly, 368 

For als we now do him vnto 
So sal je with ^owre ded men do; 
Gl«rs beri })am in erth or stane, 
For all sail di J>at life^ has tane." 372 

Seth yan opon )>a kimels thoght, 
pat he fra paradis had broght ; 
In his fader mowth he |>am did 
Als ye angell gan him bid; 376 

Of ]>a kimels thurgh goddes grace 
Wex thre wandes in litill space, 
And of ]>a wandes grete ferlis fell, 
Als men may here me efter tell j 380 

Ful mekill sele was to jjam sent, 
Als men may here wha takes entent; 
-tTke tribuB uirgis in ore ode (jr««cewdbus 
In adams mouth |>ir wandes stode, 
Till tyme of noie effcer ye flode, 384 

pat was to wit with-outen were, 
A thowsand sexty and twelue ^ere; 
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388 



392 



396 



400 



404 



408 



412 



416 



420 



And furth ^it groued ]>ai in adam 

Fra noie till tyme of abraham, 

Fra abraham ^it stode ]>ai ]>en 

Vntill })e cumyng of moysen ; 

And nowjjer flitted fer no nere, 

And ilkone groued by fam self sere; 

Ane elne of lenkith Jja wandes ware 

And all ]>is time wex ]>ai nomare, 

Bot in astate ay war ]>ai sene, 

And euer grouand in like grene ; 

Lang efter |>at tyme |>us bifell 

pat Jje childer of israel 

Went with moyses thurght ^ se, 

Fra pharao and his men^^, 

pat mekill wa had to fam wroght, 

And in grete bondage had })am broght; 

pai past ]>e se bath hale and sounds 

And pharao and his men war dround; 

And when J?aire fase war fns for-done 

To Jie vale of ebron come fai sone, 

And als l^ai in ])at dale gan dwell 

Forther-mar fan ^na bifell ; 

Opon ane euyn als moyses ^ode 

He saw whare jjir thre wandes stode, 

pat are in adams mowth was sett, 

And with grete honore he fam grett; 

"For suth," he said, "Jjir wandes mene 

pe trinity J>am thre bitwene, 

pat on J)is wise er samin sett. 

For in J)e rote all war fai mett." 

pa wandes ])an thoght he forto take 

Wirschip to jjam forto make ; 

And fra ])e erth when he drogh yam out 

So nobil smell was ])am obout, 

And so gude sauore gan )>ai fele, 

pat his men wend wonder wele 



Tbey went on 
growing untU 
the time of 
MoBes, and 
removed not 
from their 
place. 

[fol.786,col. 
2.] 

Ea«h 

increased an 
ell in length 
and no more. 
In this state 
they 

continued 
until the 
exodus of the 
Israelitesfrom 
Egypt. 



The Israelites 
crossed the 
Red Sea in 
safety, but 
their foes 
were 

drowned. 
Then the folk 
came to the 
Vale of 
Hebron, 
wherein they 
did dwell. 
One evening 
as Moses was 
walking along 
he saw the 
place where 
the three 
wands were. 
He greeted 
them witli 
great honour, 
knowing tliat 
they were the 
sign of the 
Trinity. 



He drew them 
out of the 
earth, and so 
noble a smell 
arose that all 
the folk 
weened that 
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they had at 
last reached 
the Land of 
Promise, foi 
which they 
thanked Ood 
yriih might 
and main, 

Moflestook 
the three 
wands and 
wrapped them 
in a clean 
doth. 



They were 
thus kept 
together for 
forty-four 
years, and all 
that were 
worm-smitten 
or torn by wild 
beasts were 
cured by 
touching the 
wands. 



[fol.79.] 
It came to 
pass that the 
Israelites 
lacked water, 
and displayed 
a want of 
trust in God. 



Moses teUs 
them to have 
faith, and 
water shall 
be given them. 



Ood had 
commanded 
Moses to smite 
the flint 
twice. 



which when 
he Iiad done, 
abundance of 
water came 
forth. 



But Moses 
took all the 
merit of this 



pat |>ai bad bene cumen rigbt, 

To ]>e land of best |>at ]>am was bigbt; 424 

Al bis folk ]>ai war ful fajne 

And loued god witb migbt and mayne : 

Moyses toke ])a wandes scbene; 

And lapped ]>am in clatbes clene, 428 

And als a relik obout |>am bare, 

Witb wirscbip, als })ai wortby ware: 

Ay wbils l^ai dwelled so in fere, 

And ]>at was foure and fourty ^ere, 432 

And all ])at war witb wormes smeten, 

Or els witb wilde bestes beten. 

And ]>ai migbt negbt ^a, wandes nere 

pai suld als fast be bale and fere, 436 

So ])at defaut suld ]>ai find nane, 

Tburgb towebeing of |>e wandes allane: 

So it bifell |>e folk bad care 

For ]>at ])am wanted water ])are, • 440 

And in ]>aire bertes ])ai bigan 

To be mis-trowand ilka man, 

To god ]>ai grocbed al bidene; 

And moyses said to ]>am in tene, 444 

"Mistrowand men berkins to me, 

If je in trowtb will stedefast be. 

We sail gett water grete wane 

Here out of ]>is bard stane." 448 

For god bad bidden bim on ])is wise 

pat be suld strike on jje flint twise, 

And largely |>an suld it gif 

Water fat jjai witb migbt lif ; 452 

pan witb bis wand ^ stane strake be 

And water went out grete plenty, 

pat men and bestes bad ]>aire fill 

Of water at faire awin will ; 466 

And for moyses toke all pe mede 

And loued nogbt god for bis gude dede, 
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460 



464 



468 



472 



476 



480 



484 



488 



492 



Ne gert )>e folk na louing make 

To him ]>at sent it for ]>aire sake, 

parfore oure lord god all-mighty, 

Said vnto mojses opinly, 

pat he suld noght ])a childer bring 

Vnto J>e land of his heteing, 

pat was ])e land of promisiowne, 

pat he had made vnto )>am boune. 

pan mojses wist and wele he kend 

pat his life drogh nere ^e ende ; 

To ))e hill of thabor fan went he 

And |>are he sett ])ir wandes thre, 

By-side a water vnder Jjat hill, 

For he hopid it was goddes will 

pat gude werk suld with ^sjn be done; 

pan efter ))is he died sune. 

Qtiomodo damd tulit uirgaa m terasaZem. 

Still |>an stode ])a wandes ])are 
A thowsand 3ere and wex nomare, 
Bot in astate ay gan j^ai stand 
Till dLcmiA was king of iews land ; 
And ))at was a lang tyme bitwene. 
And euer ])ai groued ilyke grene ; 
pan danid was thurgh ]>e haly gaste 
Warned ]>at he suld wende in haste, 
In-to ])e land of araby 
Till Jje hill of thabor hastily, 
pe thre wandes J)are forto fett, 
pat moyses fe profett had sett; 
To ierusalem J>at ))ai war broght 
For thurgh }^jr suld be wonders wroght, 
And diuers dedis done bidene, 
And efterward so was it sene; 
pus when dauid warned was 
Till araby sone gan he pas, 
To ])e hill of thabor fast he ^ode, 



therefore God 
said that he 
should not 
bring the 
children of 
Israel unto the 
Land of 
Promise. 



When Moses 
knew that his 
end was near, 
then went he 
to the Mount 
Tabor and 
there he 
planted these 
three wands 
beside a 
stream under 
the hill, 



and soon after 
this he died. 



After this the 
wands 
remained 
in the same 
state for 1000 
years until 
David became 
king of the 
Jews, 



Through the 
Holy Ghost 
David went 
into the land 
of Arabia, to 
the hill of 
Tabor, where 
he found the 
three wands. 

[fol. 79, col. 
2.3 
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He took them 
out of the 
ground and 
there aroae a 
sweet smell 
and noble 
melody. 



David laid the 
wands 

together in a 
caseofbrij^t 
sOver. 

As he went 
along, sick 



through 
virtue of the 
wands. 



Glad and 
blithe David 
came unto his 
country, and 
on the ninth 
day he reached 
Jerusalem. 



He then 
phinted the 
** wands " in ft 
"dike," and 
set trusty men 
to watch 
them, 

and he 
intended on 
the morrow to 
find a better 
place for 



Whare })ip ilk thre wandes stode; 

Vnto 1)6 stede he went full euyn, 

Als he was warned with god of heuyn ; 496 

And when he of ^e wandes had sight 

He honord ]>am with all his might, 

And toke ))am vp out of grounde; 

And swilk a smell ]>are was ]>at stounde, 500 

And noise and nobill melodi 

Of diners maners of minstralsy, 

pat dauid and his men^^ wend 

pe haly gaste had fare descend, 504 

So mekill mirth gan with j>am mete 

Of nobill noyse and sauore swete; 

pan dauid laid ]>a wandes in fere 

In a kase al of siluer clere ; 608 

He sang ful fast so was he faine 

And on J>is wise he went ogayne; 

And als ]>ai went so by \>e strete, 

Seke men many gan ^&i mete, 512 

All war ]>ai helid in gude degr^, 

Thurgh vertu of Jia wandes thre. 

Dauid was ful glad and blith, 

Vnto his cuntr6 come he swith; 616 

pe nyend day efter hame come he 

To ierusalem J)e riche cet6, 

Bot night it was thurgh goddes will 

When ))ai come J>e cete vntill, 520 

On ]>e wandes had dauid thoght 

With wirschip whare he sett Jjam moght. 

And in a dike he did ]>am right 

Biside his castell all ]>at night, 624 

And seker men he sett to wake, 

So yskt ])ai suld no harmes take; 

On )>e mom he thoght to seke a space 

To plant ]?a wandes in honest place, 528 

Forto be keped honestly, 
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536 



640 



644 



648 



652 



566 



660 



664 



And wirscliipd als Jjai war worthy. 
To rest he went es noght at laine, 
And sone at mom he come ogaine; 
He fand his wandes hale and sownde 
Ful fast grouand on ])e grounde, 
And )>ar-of grete wonder him thoght^ 
Bot remu ]>am ]>an wald he noght, 
For in hb hert he trowed right 
pat ])ai war sett thurgh godis might; 
par-fore he lete ]>am stand j^are still, 
And bad ))at none suld negh )>am till; 
And forto dwell with-outen dout 
He made a stif wall |>am obout, 
Stalwurthly of lime and stane, 
So ]>at negh to |>am suld nane. 
pe same lenkith ^it war ]>ai ]>are, 
Als mojses in desert )>am bare; 
Bot ]>us when dauid sett ]>am has, 
pan wex ]>ai so ])at wonder was, 
pe body wex in a hale tre 
And ]>e crop was branches thre; 
And for it wex so dauid made 
A serkell al of siluer brade, 
And bad ))at it suld sawded be 
All obout ])e haly thre, 
pat he might wit, with-outen were, 
How mekill it wex ilka ^ere; 
For it wex grete thurgh goddes grace 
And also lang in litill space; 
In |>at stede ])an stode it yare 
Threty ^ere and sumdele mare, 
And wex ful fast, I ynder-stand. 
For ])e tyme was nere cumand; 
pan dauid wex dreri in mode. 
For in his hert he ynderstode 
pat [he] a sinful man had bene 



When he 
came to look 
at them hi the 
mornhig, he 

[fol. 79 6.] 
found them 
growmg fast 
in the 
ground, 
but he did 
not attemptto 
remove tliem. 



For a 

safeguard he 
buUt a stiff 
wall of lime 
and stone 
around them. 



The wands 
were then of 
the same 
length as In 
Moses' time. 
But now hi a 
short ttane 
they grew and 
became one 
great tree with 
three 
branches 
springing 
from the top. 
David made a 
silver circle 
(ring) to mark 
the growth 
of the trunk 
year by year. 



For thirty 
years the tree 
stood in this 
spot and 
increased 
yeariy. 
David, 

knowing that 
he had been 
a sinful man. 
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made his 
moan to God, 
and, sitting 
under this 
holy tree, to 



make amends 
for his sins, he 
composed the 
whole of the 
" psalter- 
book ;- 
and in 
remission of 
his sins he 
began to make 
a kirk. 
For twenty- 
four years 
he went on 
building day 
and night. 
But God bids 
him to build 
no more, on 
account of his 
sinful life. 

[foI.79&,col. 
2.] 



David desirei 
to know who 
is to build 
God's house. 



He is told that 
his son 
Solomon shall 
complete the 
woric. 



David then 
caUsallthe 
elders of the 
city to him, 



and bids them 
crown 

Solomon his 
son as king. 
Thus he gave 
his crown 
away 



And Ynt[o] god he gan him mene; 

Sitand vnder ))at haly tre, 

Grete sorow in his hert had he, 568 

And in his sorowing said he |>us, 

Miserere mei deua et c\ 

And so he made his mis to mende 

pe sawter buke right to |>e ende; 572 

And in remission of his syn 

To mak a kirk he gan bigin, 

And ]>are-oboat he begged fast, 

Till foure and thwenty jeres war past; 576 

And bisid him both day and night 

With werkmen }>at war wise and wight; 

And for he was a synfuU man 

Of god })us was he warned fan : — 680 

''A hows to me saltou neuer make, 

And ])at es for ]>i sinnes sake/' 

Dauid answerd and said in hy, 

"Lord, wha sail make ))i hows bot I, 584 

Wha sail vnto ]ji werk tak tent. 

Sen ynto me no sele es sent." 

"Salomon ))i sun," said he, 

'^Sall mak a temple ynto me, 588 

pat euer-mare sal be in minde, 

And in meneing omang man-kinde." 

pan dauid wist righ[t] wele inogh, 

pat his life fast till ende drogh, 592 

Of ]>at cet6 gert he call 

pe eldest men and maisters all ; 

And hastily |>ai come him till 

Forto wit what was his will; 596 

pan ynto ]>am al ]nis said he, 

"Takes Salomon my sun for me, 

For, sirs, als sune I sal be ded, 

And god has chosen him in my stede; 600 

His corown so he gaf oway 
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And so he died ])at ilk day; 
pan in a grafe }>ai gan him graue, 
604 Whare kinges suld ]>aire beriing haue, 
With sang and grete solempnit^, 
Als fell to swilk a lord at be. 
Quomodo Salomon perfecit templum. 

Salomon was corond king, 
w^^ And led ]>e land at his liking; 

Moste sutile werkmen has he soght 
And on ])e temple fast ])ai wroght. 
And endid it of masonry 

612 In Jie space of jeres twa cmd thretty; 
Forto tell all his fader tyme 
And efter ))e wirking of him; 
And when it suld till end be brogh[t]y 

616 pe wrightes })at J>e timber wroght 
A mekill balk ])am bnd hane ane, 
In ]>at cuntr^ ])ai konth find nane, 
pai soght in toun and in cet^, 

620 And nowre-whare might ]>ai find a tre, 
pat wald acorde vnto ]>aire met, 
Bot ])at ])at dauid king had sett; 
It forto take ]>e king cumand 

624 And bad it suld no langer stand; 
pan doun ]>ai hewit ]>at haly tre 
So y&t Jiaire werk might endid be; 
pai caried it vnto )>e kirk 

628 And ordand werkmen it to wirk; 
pe maisters has |>aire mesure tane, 
pe lenkith threty cubites and ane ; 
pai polist it and made it plaine, 

632 Bot all J>aire wirking was in vayne; 
When it was made efter jiaire merk, 
pai wand it 7p vnto ^ werk 
And langer ]>an ]iai fand )>e tre, 

636 By a cubet ]>an it suld be ; 



and died 
that same 
day, and was 
buried with 
regal 
lolenmity. 



Solomon was 
downed king. 



and in thirty- 
two yean he 
completed the 
Temple. 



When the 
Temple was 
almost 
finished, the 
earpenten 
wanted a 
large beam, 
and sought 
far and wide 
for a suitable • 



At last they 
found the tree 
planted by 
David. 
Solomon bad 
them hew it 
down. 
When this 
was done, 
tiieytook the 
measure of it, 
and found it 
to be 31 
cubits in 
length. 
[foL 80.] 



After 
poUshing it 
they fbund 
that it was 
one cubit too 
long. 
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They took the 
beam and 
shortened it, 
and on 
measuring it 
ftgain they 
found it to 
be shorter 
than the right 
fflze. 

Thrice they 
altered it, but 
they could not 
get the right 
measure. 



Then they 
sent for 
Solomon, 



who ordered 
the tree to be 
placed in the 
Temple, 



where it lay 
many a year 
between two 
pillars of the 
kirk. 

Solomon bad 
that once a 
year every 
man should 
visit the 
Temple and 
honour this 
holy tree. 



80 it befell 
upon a year 
that aU the 
country far 
and near went 
to honour this 
tree. 

Among this 
company was 
a woman that 
bad no faith 



Of l>at fare J>ai war ynfaine, 
And sune ]>ai gat it doun ogajne 
Eft ])ai toke ])aire mesures ]>an, 
And kuttes it als wele als ))ai can; 
"Do wind it vp" biliue Jjai bid, 
£ot al was in waste ))at ])ai did; 
pan was it schorter ])an ^e assise 
Thrise wroght J>ai with it on ))is wise; 
Acorde to fat werk wald it noght, 
par-of ))am all grete wonder thoght; 
pai cald j^e king for he suld se 
How Jjai had wroght with Y&t tre, 
For mekill tene was )>am bitid, 
Sen }>ai war al so crafty kid; 
When Salomon saw it was swa, 
In-to Jje temple he gert it ta, 
And bad l^at it suld honowrd be, 
For sum might trowed he in Jjat tre; 
Anofer balk ))an haue ))ai soght, 
And al Jje werk till end Jjai wroght 
pe haly tre, on j>is manere, 
Lay in ye temple many a jere, 
Twa pliers of ))e kirk bitwene, 
pe king gert kepe it fare fill clene, 
And made )>e custom in ]>at cuntr^, 
And bad fat ilka man suld be 
In fat stede anes in ilka ^ere, 
And ilkone on f aire best manere 
pat haly tre forto honowre 
pat sefin bare oure sauioure. 
So it bifell opon a jere 
Al fe cuntr^, fer and nere^ 
Vnto ierusalem f ai went 
To honore fat tre with gude entent; 
A woman was fare fam omang 
pat in hir hert ay hopid wrang; 



640 



644 



648 



652 



656 



660 



664 



668 



672 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE STOHY OF THE HOLY KOOD. 



81 



676 



680 



684 



688 



692 



696 



700 



704 



Scho Boght ]>6der ]>e sight to se 

And trowed no vertu in ]>e tre; 

Hir thoght it was scome in hir wit 

pat o]>er men so bonord it; 

Maximilla was hir name, 

Scho sat ]>aron hir self to schame, 

And for scho trowed no might ]>arin; 

Hir clathes biliue bigan to brin 

Als herdes ]>at had bene right dry, 

pan cried scho loud, thurgh prophecy, 

And said, ''my lord mighty ihesu 

Haue mercy and on me yon rew." 

When ]>e iews herd hir on ihera caU, 

Grete tene in hert ]>an had ])ai all; 

pai said ''scho sklanders oure goddes euyn 

For a new god we here hir neuyn " ; 

pai bad |>at bald men suld be boune 

To haue hir tite out of )>e toune, 

And sune, with-outen dper rede, 

pai staned hir vnto ]>e ded; 

Scho was ]>e first ]>at suferd schame 

For ]>e neueni[n]g of ihesn name. 

It was )>aire custum, als men knew, 

pat who flo neuind ]>at name Ihesu, 

He suld be staned to ded als sone 

And so was with ]>at woman dona 

De probatica piaci/na, 

TT^ul many when )>ai saw )>is sight 

-*- Honord ^e tre with all ]iaire might. 

And ])arto made ]>ai more loueing 

pan yntill any o]>er thing; 

parfore |>e iews thoght grete despite, 

And to fat tre Jmi went ful tyte; 

Out of j>e toun J>ai did it draw, 

For men yar-in no might suld knaw. 

For |>ai saw grete worde of it went. 



CfoI.80,ooliL] 
MazimUla 
washernftiDt: 
but, M ah« 

WMSittillg 

by herself bar 
clothes took 
fire and burnt 
Uketow. 



"Lonl 
Jesu," she 
said, "hftTe 
mercy and pitj 
upon me. 
The Jews 
wereangrr 
that the 
woman had 
slandered 
theurGod 
by the 

mention of a 
new one, 
and bade Ixdd 
men turn her 
out of the 
town, and 
Btone her to 



8o she was 
the first 
Christian 
martyr, 
and all who 
mentioned the 
name of Jesus 
were 

commanded 
to be stoned. 



Many who 
law this 
•ig^t 

honoured the 
tree with aU 
thefa: might. 



The Jews took 
olftnce at this 
and drew the 
tree out of 
town, 
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but were 

ftftaidto 

break or bum 

it. 

Bo they east 

it into a ditch. 



Buterery 
dajr, between 
"underon* 
and "prime,'* 
God's angel 
came to this 
[fol. 80 5.] 
tree, and 
moved the 
wat«r in the 
ditch, 

and all that 
were sick and 
sore, If they 
might only gel 
into the water 
when it 
moved, were 
cured of thefr 



Then the Jews 
took the tree 
out of the 
water. 



and turned It 
into a bridge 
overa^'beck* 
(brook), so 



And men ]>arto toke mekill entent 708 

And many men honord it mare, 

pan goddes )>at in ]>e iewri ware; 

parfore J^ai ordand ]>am omang 

pat na more worde of it suld gang, 712 

Bot for vertu j>at was ]>ar-in 

pai durst it nowj^er breke ne brin; 

In to a dike ]>ai gan it kast. 

So to be wasted at ]>e last, 716 

parfore in |>at dike ]>ai it did; 

Bot god wald noght ])e might war hid, 

Sen )>at so grete word of it went, 

parfore his sande ])arto he sent; 720 

Euer-ilka day a sertaine tyme, 

Bitwix ]>e vnderon and ])e prime, 

His angels to ]>at haly tre 

Ful oft-si]>es men might ]>am se, 724 

pai moued ]>e water in ]>at tide 

And wesche ]>e tre on ilka side; 

And all men ]>at war seke and sare 

If )>ai in )>at tyme might be |)are, 728 

When |>e water was moued swa; 

Wha so might first in-to it ga, 

If he had neuer so mekill bale. 

Hastily he suld be hale 732 

Thurgh vertu of l>at haly tre; 

pis was knawin in ilk cuutr^. 

For mani ]>at blind cmd croked ware 

Hastily war )>ai helid ]>are ; 736 

So when ])e iews persayued right, 

pat thurgh ]>e tre was schewid slike might, 

pai said it suld noght lang be swa; 

Out of ]>e water ]>ai gan it ta, 740 

And ordand it to be a brig, 

Ouer a-no]>er bek to lig. 

For so yai trowed |)at mens fete, 
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744 



748 



752 



766 



760 



764 



768 



772 



776 



And bestes ])at went by ]>6 strete, 

Suld cum and ga all ouer y&t tre 

So ])at it suld wasted be; 

For grete despite in bert )>am tboght 

pat wonders tburgb it war wroght. 

pus lay ])is tre ])are, als I tell, 

Yntill )>e sage quene, dame sibell. 

Gome to ierusalem on a ^ere, 

Wisdom of Salomon to here; 

And by y&t side bir gate was graid 

Wbare ]>is haly tre was laid, 

And sone wben scbo )>ar-of had sight 

Scho honord it with all hir might, 

Eneland doune on ai])er kne, 

Swilk vertu trowed scho in )>e tre; 

Hir dathes gert scho J^ar-on lig. 

And bare fete went scho ouer j>e brig; 

Thurgh prophecy yaa J>U8 scho said — 

''pis ilk tre ]?at here es laid 

A Yerray signe wele may it seme 

Of a domesman J^at all sal deme, 

Als lord and maister moste mighty, 

pus may ])is signe wele signify.'* 

Scho lended )>are ay whils hir list, 

Grete wit of Salomon scho wist ; 

And se]>in ogayne gan scho ga 

To hir cuntr6 ]>at scho come fra, 

And ]>at tre euer scho gan honowre 

pat se])in bare oure sauiowre; 

pis haly tre lay in J^at stede, 

Vntill ])at crist suld suffe[r] dede, 

When dome was gifen ordand was he 

Forto be hanged opon a tre, 

pat als a cros ]>an suld be wroght; 

On swilk a tre ]>an had ]iai thoght, 

Sone a iew stode vp in hy, 



that it might 
be worn out 
by the feet of 



Thus this tree 
layuntU 
Dame Sheba 
came to 
JenuaJemto 
hear of 
Solomon^ 
wisdom. 



PasBfaigover 
this bridge 
she honoured 
ft with aU her 

might. 



She laid her 
clothes 
thereon and 
barefooted 
went over the 
bridge. 
She said the 
treewasatrue 
sign of a 
doomaman 
who should 
Judge all men 
aslordaod 



[fol.80 b, 
col. 2.] 
This tree lay 
in that plaoe 
until Cluist 
should a 



He was 
condemned to 
be hanged on 
a tree 

fiuhioned like 
across. 
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The Jews 
think of the 
tree "laid 
over the 
lake," 



and from it 
they make a 
cross eight 
cubits long. 



When it was 
finished they 
took it to 
Pilate, who 
was well 
pleased with 
their worib 



The cross is 
made but tiia 
nails are 
wanting. 
Hie Jews nm 
to a smith out 
of the town, 
and bid him 
make three 



lliesmltb» 
beUeving 
Christ to be a 
true prophet, 



does not 
intend to 
make the 
nails. 



And )>us he said thurgh prophecy : — 780 

"pe kinges tre, I rede, je take, 

pe whilk ^e laid ouer ]>e lake 

To make a cros both large amd lang 

pe kyng of lews J^ar-on to hang.'' 784 

To ])is ]7ai all assented ]>an. 

And rathly out of ]>e toune )>ai ran; 

pai toke ]>e tre ]>an ]>are it lay, 

pe thrid part ]>ai hewed oway, 788 

And of ]>e rembnand haue ]7ai made 

A large cros, bath lang and brade; 

Yiij cubites |>ai made it lang 

With-outen ])at in ]>e erth suld gang, 792 

And aj>er side of cubites thre 

pat abouen ])e heuid suld be; 

When it [was] made ])us at )>aire will, 

pe cet^ sone ])ai broght it till, 796 

To pilate went )>ai fol gude spede, 

He held him wele paid of ])aire dede, 

De fahrice clauoriam, 

E cros es made, als it sail be, 

£ot ]>an ])am nedes nayles thre; 800 

pe iews war ful redy boune 

And ran for na[i]les in -to ])e toune; 

Ynto a smith )>ai come fill sone 

And bad, ^'belamj, biliue haue done, 804 

Make thre nayles stif and gude 

At naile ]>e prophet on ])e rode"; 

When ]>e smith herd ]>aire entent. 

How ]>at ihera suld be schent, 808 

In hert he had ful mekyll wa 

Obout ]>e nayles forto ga, 

For of ihe^u he vndernstode 

pat [he] was prophet trew and gude; 812 

parfore wele in his hert he thoght 

pat for him suld no nayles be wroght; 
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He answerd ]>am with wordes fre 

816 And said ''^e gett none nailes for me, 
Qod has sent on me his merke 
So j>at I may wirk no werk;*' 
In his bosum he hid his hand 

820 And said he hurt it on a brand, 

"par-on," he said, "I haue slike pine 
pat I hope my hand to tyne." 
pan answerd )>e iews kene 

824 And said vnto him all in tene : 
"All for noght Jk)u feynes )>e, 
All j>i sare-nes will we se, 
And bot we find ]>i tales trew 

828 Ful sare it sail )>i seluen rew." 
pus thai thret him in )>aire saw, 
And gert him ]>are his hand out draw, 
pan was ]>are schewed in ]>at place 

832 Grete gudenes, thurgh goddes grace ; 
His hand semed als it war sare 
And hurting had it neuer ]>e mare; 
pe iews saw )>at it was so, 

836 And namore said )>ai him ynto; 
Furth come ]>an ]>e smithes whife, 
A fell woman and full of strife. 
By ]>e iews ])are )>ai stode, 

840 Scho spac hir husband litill gude; 
"Sir," scho said, and loud gan cry, 
"Sen when had )>ou slike malady; 
3istereuen, when ]>e day was gane,' 

844 Euill on )>i handes had ]>ou nane, 
And sen sekenes es sent to ]>e 
pir men sail noght ynserued be, 
pai sail haue nayles or )>ai ga, 

848 Als sone my self sail ]>am ma." 
Scho blew )>e belise ferly fast, 
And made ]>e yren hate at )>e last. 



But he 
answen the 
Jews with 
bold words ; 
"No nails yoa 
get from me, 
for I have 
burnt my 
hand on a 
[foLSlJ 
brand, 

and I expect 
I shaU lose 
my hand." 



Hie Jews did 
not believethe 
smith, but 
bade him 
show them 
his hand. 



which they 
saw hurt as he 
had said 
(though in 
reality it was 
not). 

8o they made 
no more ado 
about the 
matter. 
But out 



smith's wife, a 
cross-grained 
floolding 



By the Jews 
she stood, and 
said little 
good of her 
husband. 
"Shicethoa 
art sick,** she 
said, "these 
men sliall not 
go away 
unserved.'* 



So she set to 
work and 
made the 
nails herself. 
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the Jews all 

the while 
lending her a 
helping hand. 



They were 
▼cry roughlj 
made, buttbt 
Jews gladly 
took them, 



aad broughl 
them to 
Pilate. 



p6 lews helppid lur forto smite 

So )>at thre nayles war made fill tite; 852 

Hir husband saw and stode fill still. 

He durst noght say ]>at scho did ill; 

pai war full grete and rudely wroght, 

£ot ]>arfore ]>ai forsuke )>am noght, 856 

Bot sone, when ]>ai ])ir nailes had, 

Furth ]>ai went with hert fill glad, 

And hastily ysi toke )>e gate 

Yntill ]>ai come to sir pilate. 860 
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IV. 



FINDING OF THE CEOSS. 

De Inuencione ssjicte onids. 
II T£n aw to homire euer omang 
-L»J- pe cros J>at al our hele on hangj 
And how ]>at haly tre was fun, 
4 Was )>is feste ordand and bigun; 
pat tre YB aw forto do honoure 
pat bare oure lord and oure sauioure. 
Whils Constantjne )>e nobil king 
8 Lifd here in erth in grete liking, 
Trew he was, in dede and saw, 
And lelj lifed he in his law; 
In Borne he regnid als Emperoure, 

12 And gouemed it with grete hononre; 
So in his tyme, trewly to tell, 
All on ]>is maner it bifell : — 
pe grekis and ]>e folk of barbary 

16 Qederd ful grete cumpany, 
Forto gif batail ogaynes rome, 
And so by strenkit it to ouercom; 
And when king Constantino herd tell 

20 Off al j>is fare, how it byfell, 
In his hert he had grete drede, 
For fill grete power gup ]>ai lede; 
He ordand him grete cumpany 

24 Of men of armes and archery 
His land with fighting to defend. 
And to hald it fro his emnis hendj 
And als he lay opon a night, 

28 Bifore y&t day )>at )>ai suld fight, 

Him thoght he lukid to heuyn on high. 



[Harleian 

MS. 4196, 
leftf 149. 
■ -.001.2.] 



TheCroas 
ought always 
to be held in 
honour. 



Ck>nstantin« 
was true hi 
word and 



In Rome he 
reigned as 
Eknperor. 



TheOreeks 
and folk of 
Barbaiy 
gathered 
together to 
fight against 
Rome. 



When 
Constantino 
heard of this 
he was sore 
afhdd. 



bat prepared 
to defend his 



Bat as he lay 

apon a night, 
before the 
day that they 
should fight, 
it seemed to 
him that he 
looked toward 
heaven. 
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and law the 
CroMon 
which Christ 
died, and a 
voice spake 
thus to him : 

"Arrange 
thine arms in 
this fMne 



dialtthou 
overcome tby 
enemies. 
JntliiBsign 
put ftiUy thy 
trust, then 
Shalt thou 
have no cause 
for fear, for 
by this then 
Shalt have 
[leaf 150.] 
victory." 
On awaking 
he was very 
Joyful. 
Up he rose 
with a light 
heart, 

and went to 
Helena the 
noble Queen, 
and told her 
of his dream. 
Full glad was 
she of the 
tidbigs, 
and die 
caused a cross 
to be made to 
be carried 
before the 
Emperor. 



So he went 
forth to the 
war, and 
through the 
Cross 
overcame his 



8t. Helena 
was very 
Joyful that 
her son had 
returned safe^ 
and with 
might and 
main 

honoured the 
Cross. 
But of the 
Cross they 
knew nothing^ 
nor indeed 
of Jesus. 



And in ^ aire him thoght be sigh 
pe same cros ]>at crist was on done, 
And a voice sayd ]>us to him sone : 
^'Ordajne ^me armee^ on ]>is kin wise, 
pan sal ]>oa onercum |>ine enmise; 
And in ]>is figure fully ]>oa trayst, 
pan thar ]>6 no thing be abaist; 
Mak ]>is in ]>ine armes for|>i, 
pan sail ]>oa haue ]>e yictori." 
In hoe vmce. 

He wakkend ]>an and was ful glad. 
For he so gude herting ]>an had; 
Yp he rase with hert fill light 
And to his moder he went ful right, 
pat was sajnt Eljne ye noble queue, 
And tolde vnto hir ilkdele bidene; 
Of )>is tithing scho was ful fayne 
And gert ordan, with al hir mayne, 
pat he suld haue swilk armes dight, 
Als he had sene by gastly sight; 
His awin armes sone doun war laid 
And ]>e cros in his scheld purtraid, 
Byfore him in batayle to here, 
And so he went furth to )>e were; 
And thurgh )>e vertu of J)e croyce, 
Als he was warned by gastly voyce, 
Al his enmis he ouer-come 
And broght J)e victori to Home. 
Saint Elyne y&n was wunder fayne 
pat hir sun was cumen safe ogayne, 
And )>at ilk figure of ]>e rode 
Honurde yoi with mayn and mode; 
Bot of )>e cros no thing ]>ai knew^ 
Ne no thing wist y&i of Ihesu, 
Ne no thing wist ]>ai what it ment 
pat ysi honurd with gude entent. 



32 



36 



40 



44 



48 



62 



56 



60 
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72 



76 



80 



84 



88 



92 



96 



100 



pan king Constantine gert call 
Of lewry j>e maisters all, 
Forto enquere by J^aire clergy 
What thing )>at eigne suld signify : 
pai said, "sir, lely we 50W hete, 
Byfor J>is tyme was a prophete 
Hight ihemc, and [in] ])is same Cet^ 
Was he hanged on swilk a tre; 
Ful many men ])arbi was mend, 
And grete vertu jiarof was kend, 
Bot sone efter ]>e iews it hid, 
For no might suld of it be kid. 
And how it was hid sal ^e here. 
Sir, it bifell in ]?is manere — 
When ihe«wc vnto ded was done, 
pe iewB )>an tok ])aire counsail sone, 
Forto hide )>at ilke haly tre, 
So y&t it stdd noght honurd be; 
Vnder ye grete hill of caluary 
pore groue j>ai it fill priuely, 
With two crosses )>at theues on hang, 
And also )>e nayles )>at war Strang; 
Al kest )>ai priuely in a pyt, 
So y&t no man suld of ]>am wit; 
pore haue )>ai liggen, on ]>is maner, 
Sethin more ]?an two hundreth ^ere, 
Sethin Tytus and vaspasian come 
And destroyd mony iews of Bome; 
For right als )>ai boght ihesu fre 
For thritty penis of Jjaire mon^. 
So war j>ai sold to ]?aire enmy 
Euer thritty iews for a peny ; 
On ]>is wise war )>ai al broght doun, 
Vnder J)e Emperoure subieccione. 
So ysit no man wun )>ore' said 
Of ye Emperure bot ]>ai wald hald, 



Then 

Constantine 
called 

together the 
masters of 
Jewry, and 
asked what 
the sign 
signified. 
They said 
that before 
this time 
there was a 
prophet, 
mimed Jesus, 
*who was 
hanged on 
such a tree in 
this same city. 
Many were 
healed 
thereby, and 
recognised its 
great virtue. 
Soon after 
tiie Jews 
hid it, 
BO that it 
should not be 
h<moured. 



They graved 
it under tiie 
hill of 
Calvary, 
along with 
tiie crosses of 
the two 
thieves. 

Deaf 150, 

OQl.2.] 



Here they 
have Iain 
more than 
200 years. 
After this 
Titus and 
Yespasiui 
came and 
destroyed 
many Jews, 
for just as 
they bought 
Jesus for 
thirty pence, 
BO were they 
Bold to their 
enemies every 
thhrty Jews 
for a penny. 
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Far and wide 
are they sown. 
No Jew has a 
hoiue of his 
own. 



When Sir 
Adrian was 
Emperor of 
Rome, the 
Christians 
were 
persecuted. 

He wen Jmew 
where the 
Cross was hid. 



for Christian 
men came to 
honour the 
holy place, 
the Mount of 
Calvary, 



so he built a 
heathen 
temple upon 
the mount. 



No Christians 
ever after 
came there to 
pray, so the 
Cross passed 
out of mind. 



Long after 
this temple 
was 

destroyed 
and the 
place 1 



with thorns 
and briars. 

Deaf 160, 
back] 



And setliin als wide als |)ai er saun 

Has no lew hous of his awyn; 

Swilk maystxis war made ]?am omell, 

And efter ]?at tyme ])UB bifell: — 104 

In Borne ane Emperoure was ]>an 

pat named was sir adrian, 

Cristen law wald he none ken, 

Bot euer distryed al cristemnen; 108 

pis Emperoure wele vnderstode 

Whore his elders had hid J>e rode, 

And herby persayued he it right, 

For cristen men both day and night 112 

Come to honure ]>at haly stede, 

And bousomly Jjore made )?aire bede; 

pai honurd J)e mount of caluary. 

In wirschip of |ye cros namely. 116 

And )>is Emperoure of Rome 

Wist cristen men so j>eder come, 

pe cros he wold noght Jjethin take, 

Bot ]>us he ordand for )>aire sake 120 

In ])at same place to edify 

A temple for ]>aire maumetry, 

For cristen men suld ])an forbore 

In ]>at stede to mak prayere; 124 

pan cristen men ]>at place refused, 

None of Jjam efter ]?eder vsed, 

And so it wurthed at ])e last 

pe cros al out of minde was past, 128 

And )>at was for no man herd say 

parof ne in what stede it lay. 

Lang efber ]>e temple of maumetry 

Was all distroyd fro Caluary, 132 

pan groued }pe stede with thomes cmd breris, 

And of )>e cros no thing men hens; 

For two hundreth jeres war omell, 

Bitwix ]>e tymes ]>at I of tell. 136 
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140 



144 



148 



162 



156 



160 



164 



168 



172 



pan Constantine was Emperoure 
And rewlid rome with grete honoure; 
Ynto him was tolde in ]>at tyde. 
How )>at J)e iews J>e cros gun hide. 
Ynto his moder he said in hi, 
'^Moder, sen we haue ])e victori 
And myne enmise ]>ns er slone, 
Thurgh vertu of ]>e cros allone, 
And clerkis has told to 30W and me 
pat criste was ded on swilk a tre^ 
Ful fayn I wold j>at tre war soght 
And sone ynto more honure broght." 
pan said his moder, saynt Elyne» 
'^Snn, for sath I sal noght fyne 
pat haly tre or I haue fiin." 
And sone hir way scho has bigun, 
Fnrth scho went with faire men^^. 
To ierusalem, ]>at riche cetd. 
And when ^ iews herd hereof tell 
pat ]>e quene come ]>am omell, 
Orete wunder had y&i albidene, 
What thing hir cuming suld bimene. 
And al ]>e iews sone did scho call 
To cum into ])aire comun hall, 
pe sertayn suth hir forto lere 
Of thinges )>at scho wold enquere ; 
Here-fore J)e iews had mekil dout, 
pai gedird togeder in grete rout, 
And priuely ]>ai ask ]>is thing, 
What was ]>e cans of ]>e queues cuming. 
And sum, als |>ai had herd of hir, 
Said scho come for ]>e cros to spir^ 
Waron crist ynto dede was broght, 
And ilkone said ]>ai knew it noght; 
So was ]>ore ane )>at hiyght ludas, 
pat grete mayster omang |>am was; 



Unto 

Constantine 
it was told 
how the Jews 
had hidden 
the Cross. 



Constanthie 
tells his 
oiother 
Helena that 
he would like 
to find the 
Cross upon 
which Christ 
had suffered. 



Helena 
determines 
to discover it, 



aadgoee to 
Jerusalem. 



When the 
Jews heard 
of her coming 
they were in 
great fear 
and dread. 



Helena calls 
them into 
their common 
hall, and says 
there are 
certain things 
which she 
wishes to 
know. 
Hie Jews 
take counsel 
together as to 
what the 
questions 
might be. 

Some said 
that she had 
oometo 
enquire about 
the Cross of 
Christ, but 
they said 
they knew 
nothing of it. 
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JudMteUi 
the Jewi 
what Simeon 
histRtherhad 
told him on 
hie death-bed. 

<* * If any one 
enquires after 
theCron,do 
notdifldoae 
where it is to 
be found, 
onleesitbe 
[leaf 150, 
bade, ool. 2.] 
to save thy 
lilb/ 



He told ma 
^rtierethe 
Cross wai 
commonly 
reported to 
be hid.** 



Hereupon 
the Jews 
came before 
Helena, 



who 

threatened to 
put them 
to death 
unless they 
made known 
to her where 
the Cross was 
hid. 

To show 
them that 
she was in 
earnest she 
caused a fire 
to be made. 



Saint simyon sun for suth was he, 
And Simjon was sun of )ach6. 
pis ludas said, '^sumdele I mene 
Of thinges ]>at here bifore has bene; 176 

Simjon, my fader, als ^e sail here, 
Told vnto me on j>is manere : — 
When he wist wele sune forto dy 
^Suu,' he said, 'herkin me in hy, 180 

A counsail sail I tel to ]>e, 
pe whilk I will you hald priu^; 
If it bifall, sun, in ])i liue ^ 

pat any spir, o]7ir man or wiue, 184 

Or efter Jie cros will J)e ass, 
pat ih^^u crist on hanged was. 
Or ]>ai )>arfore do ]>e to dede. 
Tell )>am ynto swilk a stede, 188 

pat now es waste cmd al ynkid, 
For liore I wote wele was it hid; 
And if Y>vl toay )>i ded escheu, 
pan wald I )>at no man it kneu.' 192 

pus tald he to me in what stede 
pai groue ]>e rode bi camun rede, 
Bot if we any o)>er wise mai do, 
I rede we tel noman )>arto." 196 

pan had ])ai meruail in J^aire mode 
For ]yai herd neuer are of ]>e rode ; 
pan come )>ai furth, ilkone bidene. 
In comun hall bifor ]>e queue. 200 

Sone on ]>is wise scho said )>am to — 
"Dose swith and chese one of J>ir two, 
Whethir jow es leuir to suffer dede. 
Or els to tel me in ]>is stede 204 

Whore cristes cros in erth es hid, 
And bot je do, als I 30W bid, 
Ilkone )e sail be brint )>is day." 
And sone a fire scho did puruay, 208 
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And when )>ai saw )>e fyr on brede^ 
In ]>aire hertis ]>an bad )>ai drede : 
Ynto ye quene al gun ]>ai cry, 

212 "Lady, of yb here baue mercy, 

For we wote no thing how it was; 
If any wote )>an wote ludas, 
For he was ane old prophet stin, 

216 pe laws wele better mai he ciin; 
His elders war of ]>e aide state. 
And of ]>aire werkes sumdel he wate.'* 
pan lete scho al ]h> o])er go, 

220 And ludas toke hir ynto ; 

And for he wald tell no resonn, 
He was done in depe dangeoun, 
And yore he lay in mirknes grete, 

224 Seuyn dayes, with-outen drink or mete. 
For hunger he cried on ye senynd day, 
'^Saue me and I sail yow say 
Whore je sail fynd ye rude tre, 

228 Als my fader tolde ynto me; 
Ynto me es yla mater dym, 
Bot sum knawing I haue by him.** 
Fro prisun ysax was ludas tone, 

232 And furth went with ])am ilkone 
^Ynto ye mount of Caluary; 
pam folowd fill grete cumpany. 
And when ]>ai come whore ]iai wald be^ 

236 pan ludas knelid doun on his kne. 
He said, ''lord, yat all has in waldS, 
If tales be trew ]>at men has talde. 
If you be he y\a world bigan, 

240 And verrayli es both god cmd man. 
And of a maiden in erth was bom, 
Als sere prophetis haue said bifom, 
Send us sum takening of yi grace, 

244 To find ye rude tre in yla place, 



This fHgfatens 
the Jews, who 



dflclaie they 
know nothing 
oftheCroM, 



but that one 
Judas knows 
aU about it. 



Helana takes 
Judas and 
lets the 
others go. 



Judas was 
obstinate she 
cast him into 
a mirk 
dungeon, 
where he 



■even days 
without food. 
On the 
seventh day 
he declares 
hiB 

willingness 
to disclose 
where the 
Grass is hkU 



ReaflSl, 
ool. 1.] 



Forth Judas 
goes to 
Calvary, 
followed by 
a great 
company. 
When he 
came where 
be wished 
to be, he 
knelt down 
and prayed 
Qod tosend 
some tolcen of 
the Cross. 
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As soon as 
Judas had 
done praying 
the hill abore 
began to 
qiuike, a 
great smoke 
arose, and ^ 
gave forth a 
sweet smell. 



nien Judas 
cried aloud, 
•* Of a truth, 
Lord Christ, 
thou art the 
Saviour of 
the world, 
who was 
bom of the 
chaste 
maiden ; 
unto Tliy 
lawIwiU 
betake me, 
and for ever 
forsake the 
Jew's law." 



Then they 
made Judas 
a Christian, 
and changed 
his name to 
Quiriac. He 
afterwards 
became a 
bishop. 
They noted 
where the 
smell came 
from, and 
grubbed 
about the 
place until 
they found 
three crosses. 



Then Quiriao 
prayed God 
to send them 
the nails. 



Deaf 161, 
ool. 8.] 



Wharon ]>i self wald su£fer dede, 

If it be hid here in ]?is stede.'' 

Als ludas ])us gun his prayers make, 

pe hill obouen bigan to quake, 248 

And ]>arof rase a ful grete reke, 

Bot ])at was ful wele smelland smeke; 

Ful mekil mirth was ^am omell, 

Fo[r] neuer man feld swetter smell; 252 

pan ludas fast bigan to cry, 

And he said ful stedfastly, 

In veritate, christe, tu es redemptor rmmdi, 

"In suthfastnes, lord criste, I trow, 266 

pe sauioure of ]>is werld es ]k)w, 

pat bom was of ]>e mayden chaste, 

And sail be euer of mightes maste j 

Vnto J>i law I wil me take, 260 

And )>e leus law euer I forsake." 

pan cristen man ]>ai gan him mak 

And turned his name to Quiriak, 

Sethin was he Bisschop in hall kirk, 264 

And hali werkis oft gun he wirk. 

pai biheld whore ^ smel come out. 

And fast grubed ]>ai ]>ore obout ; 

So depe ]>ai grubbed and so fast, 268 

Thre crosses fand ]>ai at ])e last; 

Ane of crist both large and lang, 

And o]>er two ]>at theues on hang, 

Bot ]>ore was noman ])at knew 272 

Whilk was J)e cros of ihesu. 

pan Quiriak prayd, with hert and hend, 

pat god suld )>am ]>e nailes send 

pat nayled crist j>e rude vnto; 276 

And sune when he had prayed so 

Thre nayles aperd vnto J)are sight, 

In ]>e erth schineand ful bright; 

pai toke thre nayles cmd crosses thre 280 
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And bare-]>am to ]>e riche oet^ ; 
Ful mikel folk come y&m ogajne 
And of )>aTe &re ]>ai war ful fayne; 

284 And on a bere ])ore gun men bring 
A ded bodi vnto ]>e beryiing. 
Quiriak bad ]>am )>at it bare 
Set doune ]>e bere omang ]>am ]>are, 

288 So forto proue fare, or J>ai pas, 
Whilk of ]>a crosses cristes was ; 
Quiriak fast vnto god prayd 
And ane cros to ]>e cors he layd, 

292 And sethin ane o])er he laid ]>artil], 
Bot jit euer lay ]?e bodi styll; 
pe thrid cros ]>aD he toke for]>i 
And layd it vnto }>e ded body, 

296 And als sune als it neghed nere 

pe cors rase up, both hale and fere ; 
And al ]>e folk J^at saw ]>at sight 
Loued god, with al ]>aire might; 

300 And so ])ai past into }>e toun, 
With a fiRil fayre processioune ; 
Al loued J>ai god, with ioyful mode^ 
And saynt elyn scho bare ]>e rode; 

304 pan sone omang ])am herd )>ai jell 
A ful grete dyn of deuils of hell; 
pai cried, " alias and wayloway. 
For dole what sal we do ]>is day; 

308 pe tre es funden whilk we suppose 
Sail ger vs all oure pouwer lose, 
For we haue power in no place, 
Whore men on )>am y&t takin mase; 

312 Now mun oure power fro us pas, 
Wo wurth |>e while it funden was ! 
For fro j>at figure bihoues vs fle 
So with man-kind ouercu^roen er we; 

316 It pnttes oway all oure powere. 



and forthwith 
«h«re 
appeared 
three naila 

ghlning in 

the earth. 
Joyfully they 
return to 
the city. 
They meet 
men bringing 
a oorpse upon 
abler, 
dutalacbids 
them set the 
bier down. 



Then he bid 
each cross 
upon the 
dead body. 

When the 
third cross 
touched the 
corpse it rose 
up whole 
and sound. 



Forthwith 
they passed 
into the town 
with great 
procession, 
and St 
Helena bore 
the Cross. 

But a great 
yell and din 
of devils was 
heard among 
fhem crying 
"Alias and 
welladay, 
wfaatshaU 
we do this 
day, since the 
Cross is found 
and deprives 
OS of all 
power in this 
place? 



Woe worth 
the time it 
was found I 
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But w« care 
not for ail the 



provided we 



them commit 
deadly sin." 



[leaf 161, 
back, ooL IJ 
••Thou 
wicked devil,* 
nid Quiriae, 
-wend thy 
way into the 
deepest hole 
of hell, 
overmore in 
doletodweD.** 

Then the 
fiends 
vanished 
witha 
hideous ay. 



QueenHelena 
made a silver 
case, adorned 
with gold 
and gems, 
and enclosed 
therein the 
HolyCron. 



She built a 
church on the 
Mount of 
Calvary, and 
put the Cross 
therein. 
Men came 
from all 
quarters to 
honour the 
Cross, and 
many marvels 
were wroiu^t 
by it. 



So y&t we mai noght negh it nere, 

Bot-if we may with any gyn 

Mak ]iani to do dedly syn; 

pan with yam wil I wun and wake, 320 

For all ]>e crosses ]>at y&i can make, 

Bot I may neuer no man spill 

With syn, bot-if ]>am seluin will; 

Asay I sail, with sere sutelt^, 324 

To ger men syn and serae me." 

Quiriak said ]>an to ]>e fende 

'^pou wikked deuil ]>i way ]k>u wende, 

Ynto ]>e deppest hole of hell, 328 

Euermore in dole to dwell; 

For fdnden es now )>e haly tre 

pat fellis \i pride cmd yi poustd." 

pe fendes ]>an with hidose cry 332 

Yanist fro ]>am fol sudanly; 

pan went ]>ai fdrth with meri mode 

Ynto Jiaire temple ]>ai bare )>e rude. 

pan ]>e nobil quene Eline 336 

Qert mak a case of syluer fyne. 

With gold and precius stones plent6, 

And closid ]>arin ]>at haly tre; 

And on ]>e mount of caluary 340 

Qert scho mak a kirk in hy. 

And ]>ore scho set }>e haly tre 

Of all men honord forto be ; 

And sone when it was ]>eder broght, 344 

Fro sere sides men ]>eder soght, 

And fill grete grace was ]>ore schewd, 

And grete releue to lerd and leude; 

Thurgh cristen land so es it kend, 348 

pat fro ]>e fendes it mai us fend, 

So ]>at ]>ai may do us none ill, 

£ot-if oure self assent ]>artill ; 

For in world has he no powere, 362 
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Night ne day to negh us nere, 
If we his werkis will forsake, 
And cristes cros opon vs make. 
366 God grante us grace so to honoure 
pe cros ]>at bare oure sauioure, 
pat we may to ]iat blis be broght, 
Whilk crist with his blode to us boght 



TheCroM 
may defend 
us from the 
devil, if we 
keepouneWes 
free from sin. 
Let U8 ever 
honour the 
Croas, so that 
we may be 
brought to 
that bliss 
which Christ 
purchased 
with his 
blood. 
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THE UPLIFTING OF THE HOLY ROOD. 

Tjlor the confirming of our faith, and to the glory of our Lord, we 
-■- honour with songs of praise two days in the year on account of 
the Holy Rood, (ever) since it was discovered. 

The Jewish folk hid it (the cross) with evil intention. They would 
not that this treasure (the cross) should become a comfort to men. 
But the blessed Helena afterwards discovered it there, through the 
revelation of Christ, as He marvellously had manifested it; and she 
divided the rood as the Lord had instructed her, and left one portion 
in that same city in which Christ had suffered, as the writings inform us, 
enclosed in silver ; and she went home afterwards with the other portion 
of the precious tree to her dear son, in order to strengthen his faith. 

Now we celebrate the day on which it (the cross) was found in honor 
of our Saviour, who would suffer on it. It is after Easter in the year's 
course ; and we observe in harvest time with holy ministrations a second 
festival — that on which it (the cross) was brought again to Jerusalem, 
as we shall hereafter relate. It happened, unfortunately, as very often it 
still does, that the heathen nations invaded the land, and an impious 
king called Cosdrue came with a great army to the Holy Rood where 
Helena had placed it, in the aforesaid Jerusalem. Impiously bold, 
he harrowed then the land, and took the Holy Rood home to his own 
country. He was so uplifted and so wicked a ruler, that he would 
be God; and wrought then of silver a high steeple in the form of 
stone-work, and with shining gems surrounded all the house, and in the 
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[piERE HALGAN RODE UPAHEFEDNYS *.] 

E WURDIAD MID LOF-SANGUM FOR URES GE- ^^^^l^; 
LEAfan trymminge twegen dagas on geare drihtne to {^^j'** 
wur^mynte for l)aere halgan rode si'6^ii heo a^nden wses. 

pa iudeiscan hi behyddon mid hetelicum ge^ance. noldon f The Jeiro wd 

. 1 . il the Cross, 

se ma^m wurde mannum to frofre. ac seo eadige heleoa. ni eft but Helena 

® ^ found it. 

J)«er afunde Jiurh cristes onwrigennesse swa swa he mid wund- 
rum geswutelode. 3 to-daelde ]>a rode swa swa drihten hire 
gewissode. ^ forlet ]>a semie dsel on ]>8ere ylcan byrig. ]>e crist on ghe took 
browode. swa swa us cyba'S ffewritu. mid seolfre bewunden. i portion of 

, , . y o the precious 

wende ham si^^an mid Jiam ojirum dsBle |>8e8 deorwurjian tree, 
treowes to hire leofan sunu his geleafan to getrynmienne. 

Nu freolsige we J>one dseg |)e heo on afunden wses. J)am Two days are 
hselende to wur^mynte ])e wolde on hire J>rowian. se bi¥ ofer honour of the 
eastrum. on ymbryne ]>8es geares. •} we healda% on hserfest mid 
halgum ])enungum ojieme freols-dseg on J>am J>e heo geferod wses 
eft to hierusalem swa swa we her sefter secga'S. Hit gewearS 
for yfelnysse swa swa for oft git hv6, -p ^a. hse^enan leoda -p land 
gehergoden. ^ sum arleas cynincg cosdrue gehaten com mid cosdme 
micclum here to ]>sere halgan rode. ]>8er helena hi gesette on Jerusalem, 
Jifiere foressedan hierusalem. gehergode J>a f land. -} ^a, halgan away the 
rode genam ham to his earde. arleaslice dyrstig. He wses swa 
up-ahafen. -} swa arleas brega. f he wolde beon god. ^ worhte 
)>a of seolfre aenne heahne stypel. on stanweorces gelicnysse. ^ 

» The title in the MS. is *xuin. Kl Ochobeu. Exaltatio ^anctE Crdcis.' 
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upper-story lie wrought his throne all of red gold; and wonderfully 
drew out water by means of pipes, for he would cause rains, as if 
he himself were God. But he was nevertheless very foolish, for the 
rain might not be of service to any one. He laboured then still more 
to manifest his power, and bade the earth to be delved secretly with 
craft, so that horses ran constantly about the house through the secret 
trenches, dinning with their feet, for he would work thunder. Neverthe- 
less was he witless. 

He sat then in the house as High God, and placed the Holy Rood 
beside his throne, as it were for a companion in his impiety. He then 
sat there from that time forth, and to his son he assigned all his 
kingdom. But Christ destroyed him. An emperor there was in those 
days, named Eraclius, a Christian, of mature age, and undaunted in war ; 
and he adorned his belief with good works, and honoured God's servants 
with benevolent mind. 

Then came Cosdrue's son against the emperor Eraclius, for he desired 
to win his kingdom in battle. Then it was settled between them both, 
that they two should boldly go to single combat on the bridge of the river, 
and he who should get the victory should wield the kingdom, without the 
loss of the men who had come with them. Then they all said that if 
any man would assist either of them, forthwith he should be seized and 
with crippled limbs should be cast into the river. 

They then went both on the bridge together, and the believing (faith- 
ful) emperor killed the enemy of God, Cosdrue's son, and he afterwards 
wielded all his kingdom, and rode to Cosdrue. Then all the army 
joyfully submitted to Eraclius, and he received them and brought them to 
baptism. And no one would make known to Cosdrue the battle (which 
had lately taken place), because he was hateful to all his people. 

Then Eraclius went up to the steep upper-floor, and quickly said to the 
impious Cosdrue these words : " Life I will grant thee if thou wilt forth- 
with believe now on the Saviour Christ, and wilt promise that thou wilt 
be baptized, and I will be thy friend, and I will let thee have this land 
in thy possession ; if thou then dost otherwise thou shalt be put to death.'* 

Then would not Cosdrue believe on Christ, and Eraclius forthwith 
drew out his sword and beheaded him, and commanded him to be buried. 
He took his younger son, a boy of ten years old, and baptized him, and 
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mid *scinendum gymmum besette eall f bus. 3 on Jjsere upflora * [leaf im.] 
eall mid readum golde his cynestol geworhte. -} wundorlice mid S^'^e*^* 
Jieotum wseter ut-ateah wolde renas wyrcan. swylce he sylf god ^^* 
W8Bre. ac he w«es ful dysig for]>aii J>e se ren ne mihte nane- 
gum* fremian. He swanc J?a git swi'Sor wolde geswutelian his * ^^®- 
mihte. 3 het delfan ]>a eor^n digellice mid crsefte. swa f hors and imitates 
umon embe y bus gelome ]>urh ]>a digelan dica dynigende mid 
fotum wolde |>unor wyrcan gewitleas swa %eah. 

He saet ^ on ]>am huse swa swa healic god. 3 gesette ]>a 
halgan rode to bis heabsetle up swilce him to geferan on bis 
firacodnysse. He sset %a ])8er swa forS. 3 bis suna betsehte ealne 
his cynedom. ac crist bine fordyde. Sum casere wses on bam Eraciius lived 

. 1 i. 1 1. t atthiatime. 

dagum cristen. ^ gelyfed. eraclms gehaten. unearb on gefeohtum. He was a 

true 

3 he bis geleafan geglengde mid godum weorcum. 3 godes J>eowas Christian. 
wurJH)de mid wel-willendum mode. 

Da com yses cosdruan sunu togeanes %am casere. wolde mid 
gefeohte gewinnan his rice. Da gewear% him bam. f hi beald- 
lice twegen to anwige eodon on Jjasre ea brycge. 3 se^ sige 
gewunne weolde jjabs rices butan }>8era manna lyre j>e him mid Became 
comon. Hi ]>a ealle gecwaddon f gif senig man wolde beora cosdme's 
o^rum fylstan. f man bine sona gefenge. 3 foredum sceancum 
into Jwere ea wurpe. 

Hi eodon ^ begen on jwre bricge togsedere. 3 se geleaffulla 
casere alede ]K>ne godes feond cosdrues sunu. 3 be si^S^n geweold him. 
ealles bis rices. 3 rad him *to cosdrue. I>a beah eall se here bli^- bac£j'^^' 
lice to eraclio. 3 he hi underfeng. 3 to fulluhte gebigde. 3 nan 
man nolde cy]>an cosdrue f gewinn. forSan ])e he wses andssBte 
eallum bis leodum. 

Eraciius ]>a astah to ]«ere sticolan upflora. 3 cw«^ to ]>am 
arleasan ardlice J>as word. Lifes ic J>e geann. gif J)u anraedlice 
gelyfet nu on bselend crist. 3 cwy^st f ^u wille to fulluhte 
gebugan. 3 ic ]>in freond beo. 3 ic ]>8b Isete habban ]>is land to 
gewealde. gif ]>u |>onne elles dest. ]>u scealt dea]>e sweltan. 

pa nolde se cosdrue on crist gelyfan. 3 eraclyus sona his swurd EncUus dew 
ateah. 3 bine beheafdode. 3 het bebyrigan. 3 nam bis gingran ins cosdrue.' 
sunu si^S^n to fulluhte tyn wintra cnapa. 3 him cynedom forgeaf . 
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gave up to him the kingdom, and then delivered to his (own) army the 
high steeple, with all the silver; but he himself took the gold and gems 
into God's church. Then he carried the rood, with a procession of 
the people, again to Jerusalem, eagerly and joyfully. 

Biding quickly, they came at last to the aforesaid city; and the 
emperor sat on a royal horse, as was most pleasing to him. But when 
he would enter (the city) then was the gate closed, so that the stones 
fell suddenly together, and so it was wrought into a wall. 

Then were they terrified on account of that wonderful token, and 
forthwith looked sorrowfully to heaven, and saw our Lord's precious 
cross shining there; and God's angel bore it above the gate and thus said : 

"When that the heavenly king, Christ Himself, entered in through 
this same gate to His own passion, He was not clothed with purple, nor 
adorned with royal crown, nor rode He through this stone gate on a 
steed, but on the back of an ass He meekly rode as an example to men, 
that they should shun pride." And after these words the angel went up. 
Lo ! then the emperor quickly alighted, thanking God for the lesson ; 
and he took off his purple and his girdle of pall. Then he went with 
naked feet and took the rood, praising God with shedding of tears. 

Then befell a divine miracle to the stone-work. When the emperor 
came with meekness to them, then the stones parted and the gate opened 
tself There was also another marvel, so that a winsome (delightful) 
odor steamed on the holy cross, when it was on its way home, through 
the land and filled the air ; and the people rejoiced on account of this, 
being filled with the odor. 

No perfume could give out so delight^ a smeU. And then the 
emperor exclaimed with joy : " thou marvellous rood on which Christ 
would suffer and quench our sins with His precious blood ! O thou 
rood shining more than the bright stars of middle earth ! Greatly art 
thou to be loved, holy and winsome tree ; thou wert worthy to bear the 
prize of all middle earth ! Be mindful of this assembly which is here 
gathered together for the honour of God !" 

Then the emperor exalted the Holy Kood in that same place in which it 
stood at first, before the impious king, Cosdrue, took it therefrom. On that 
day the true Saviour marvellously manifested His power through the illus- 
trious cross, so that a dead man arose on that day, and four bedridden 
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betsehte %a his here |>one heagan stypel. mid eallum ]>am seolfre. Eraciiiu 
3 he sylf genam -p gold. 3 J>a gymmas. into godes cyrcan. Ferode ^rosa ^k^ 
^a |)a rode mid ]>8BS folces meniu ongean to hierusalem geome 
mid blisse. 

Hi comon ]>a setnextan caflice ridende to ]>8ere foresaedan 
byrig. 3 sset se casere on kynelicum horse swa him gecwemast waes. 
ac l)a J)a he inn wolde. J)a wear}) -p geat belocen. swa f I>a stanas 
feoUon faerlice togsedere. 3 wearj> geworht to anum wealle swa. 

Hi wurdon ba afyrhte. for bam fserlican tacne. i beheoldon a wonderful 

I J r •» token appears 

sarige sona to heofonum. 3 gesawon drihtnes rode deorwur^lice ^ *"™" 
Jiser scinan. 3 godes engel hi bser bufan ))am geate 3 cwerS. 

pa J>a se heofonlica cyning crist sylf inferde |>urh J>is ylce 
get to his agenre J>rowunge. nses he mid purpuran gescryd. ne 
mid C3rnehelme geglenged. *ne he on steda ne rad. ))urh J>is * Cieafi57.] 
stsenene geat. ac on assan hricge he rad eadmodlice mannum 
to bysne. f hi modignysse onscunion. 3 seffcer 'Sysum wordum 
gewende se engel up. Hwset 'Sa se casere caflice lihte ))ancigende 
gode Jjaere wissunge. 3 dyde of his purpuran. 3 his pellenan 
gyrlan. eode^}»a mid nacodum fotum. 3 genam j>a rode mid 
agotenum tearum god wurl)igende. 

Wear^ ba ffodes wundor on bam weorc-stanum ba ^a se casere Eraciiua 

' ^ '^ ' enters the 

com mid eadmodnysse to. J>a toeodon ^a stanas. 3 geopenode f city with 
get. Waes eac ober wundor swa f wynsum braB^. stemde on humility. 

A winsome 

fsere halgan rode Jia J)a heo hamwerd waes. geond f land. 3 ^& odor steams 
lyfte afylde. 3 f folc I>aes faegnode. afylde mid Jjam brae'Se. C">88. 

Ne mihte nan wyrt-brse^ swa wynsumlice steman. 3 se casere The 

*' •' "* Emperor's 

J)a clypode mid blysse. Eala J>u wundorlice rod. on Jjaere ¥e address to 
crist wolde ))rowian. 3 ure wita adwescan mid his deorwurJ>an 
blode. Eala )7U scinende rod swi]>or )K)nne tungla maere on 
middan-earde micclum to lufigenne. halig treow. 3 wynsum. I>e 
wurj>e waere to berenne ealles middan-eardes wurj). gemunde 
)>isne heap. Jje her gegaderod is gode to wurSmynte. 

pa ahof se casere J>a halgan rode up on ^sdre ylcan stowe. |)e Theexaita- 
heo on stod aet fruman. aer j>an ^e se arleasa cynincg cosdrue hi J*®®**- 
gename. On 'Sam daege geawutelode se so'Sfaesta haelend wun- 
dorlice mihte. ]>urh his )>a maeran rode, swa f an dead man aras 
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ones were there wonderfully healed^ and ten lepers from their lingering 
disease, and many maniacs regained their senses. And many sick ones 
were healed of various diseases at the Holy Rood for the honour of Christ. 
And the emperor afterwards performed many good deeds there, and 
endowed God's churches with lands and sustenance, and restored God's 
praise. He went then to his royal seat to Constantinople, with great 
faith meditating upon God's greatness. Now is the day called in Chris- 
tian books Eaxdtatio Scmctce Cruds, that is in English speech. Uplifting 
of the Holy Eood, because that it was exalted with great honour on the 
foresaid day to the honour of the Lord. 

It is nevertheless to be noticed that it (the cross) is widely distributed, 
by means of frequent sections, to every land. But the spiritual token 
(signification) is with God ever incorruptible, though the tree be cut in 
pieces. The heavenly sign of the Holy Rood is our banner against the 
fierce devil, when we bless ourselves boldly through God with the sign of 
the cross and with right belief. 

Though a man waver wonderfully with his hand, nevertheless it is 
not a blessing except he make the sign of the holy cross, and forthwith 
the fierce fiend will be terrified on account of the victorious token. With 
three fingers must a man make the sign and bless himself for the Holy 
Trinity, which is a glory-ruling God. Sometimes priests say that Christ's 
betrayer (traitor), the impious Judas, shall not hereafter be condemned in 
the great day (of doom) to the deep hell, and they say that he may excuse 
himself to Christ, as if he of necessity committed that treachery against 
Him. But against that we say that Christ's word is not fialse. He said 
concerning Judas, that it were better for him that he were not bom, than 
that he should be His betrayer. Neither the Jews nor that secret traitor 
were compelled by God to that horrible intention, but when that Christ, 
who seeth all things, saw their evil will. He then turned it to good, so 
that their wickedness became to us for salvation. Each man who does 
evil with evil intention is guilty before God, though he may benefit some, 
and each man who does good with good will, hath his reward of God, 
though he may do harm to some by it, because the righteous judge giveth 
to each the reward according as he himself might determine (will) and 
his will might dictate to him. Now are the Jews and the shameless 
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on yam dsege sona. -} feower bedrydan yadv wurdon wundorlice 
gehselede. ^ tyn lic-]>roweras. fram heora langsumum broce. ^ 
fela *wode menn heora gewit underfengon. ^ manega untrume ♦ [leaf 157. 

back.] 

fram myslicmn co]>uiu ])8Br wurdon gehsBlede. set ]>8Bre halgan 
rode, criste to wur^mynte. ^ se casere si^^n fela goda gedyde 
|«er. '} godes cyrcan gegodode. mid landum. 3 bigleofum. 3 godes 
lof geedniwode. Ferde ^ to his cynestole to constantinopolim EncUiu 
mid micclum geleafen godes mser^a smeagende. Nu is se daeg constanti- 
gecwaeden on cristenum bocum. ExaUatio Sasicte cruds, f is on JJ*^®**"^" tft 
engliscre sprsece upahefednyss Jjsere halgan rode, forjjan J>e heo HJij'^'jjod." 
wses ahafen mid healicum wur^mynte on ]>&m foressedan dsege. 
drihtne to lofe. 

Is swa I>eah to witenne f heo is wide todseled. mid gelomli- '^^^^ 
cum ofcyrfuw* to lande gehwilcum. ac seo gastlice getacnung is JjJJJ,®^ the 
mid gode eefre a unbrosnigendlic. yeah. ))e se beam beo to-coruen. **®^*^ 
^ heofonlice tacn Jjsere halgan rode is ure gu^fana wi]> yone 
gramlican deofol. yonue we us bletsia% gebylde Jjurh god mid 
J)8Bre rode tacne. 3 mid rihtuwi geleafan. 

peah be man wafige wundorlice mid handa ne bi^ hit beah How the 

'^ f o r sign of the 

bletsung buta he wyrce tacn Jjsere halgan rode. *] se reSa feond cross should 

bij> sona afyrht for 'Sam sige-fsestan tacne. Mid yrym fingrum 

man sceall senian. 3 bletsian. for ]>8ere halgan ]>rynnysse. ye is 

)>rim-wealdend god. Hwilon cwe))a'S preostas. Jieet cristes IsBwa 

iudas se arleasa eft ne wurSe fordemed on yam. micclan dsege. to 

yaxa deopan helle. 3 cwe]>a% f he mage wv6 crist hine betellan. 

swilce he neadunge gefremode f facn wi'S hine. Ac we cwe^a^ 

]>8er togeanes. f cristes word ne bi% leas, he cwse% be yan iudan. 

f him waere betere f *he geboren naere yonne he his leewe wsere. *[ieaf i6gj 

Nseron y& iudeiscan ne se dyrna laewe ]>urh god geneadode. Judas and 

to %am gramlican ge]>eahte. ac ]>a ]>a crist geseah. se ye gesih^ be punished 

ealle J>ing heora yfelan willan. ya, awende J>e hit to gode. swa treatment of 

f heora yfelnyss us becom to heele. iElc man ye yfel de]> mid 

yfelum wiUan. is scyldig wi% god. yeah, ye hit sumum fremige. 

3 selc man ye god de% mid godum willan heefS his mede set gode. 

yeah ye hit hearmige sumum. for ya,n ye se rihtwisa dema de% 

eelcum y& mede. be yam ye he sylf wolde. 3 his willa him dihte. 
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traitor (Judas), who plotted against Him, guilty of Christ's death (though 
that it became to us for everlasting redemption), and none of them shall 
ever come to Christ's kingdom unless they repent them of their sin and 
turn to Christ. The Saviour is so merciful, that He would have mercy 
upon His own murderers if they would turn and pray for His mercy, as 
many of them did, as for instance the centurion who wickedly pierced 
Him (Christ) in His holy side, and afterwards turned to Him. The cen- 
turion was named Louginus. He saw then how suddenly the sun became 
dark from midday until noon, and all middle earth trembled, and rocks 
burst asunder ; then he turned to Christ, smiting his breast, saying 
loudly, Vere Filius Dei est hie — Truly this (man) is the Son of God. He 
then renounced his employment, and proceeded to the apostles, and was 
by them instructed in the faith, and with baptism was washed from his 
former deeds. 

Then he distributed all his goods in alms, and lived in purity as 
Christ's own servant (thain) in great abstinence, and preached to the 
heathen the true faith and forgiveness of sins, and put down idolatry, and 
performed miracles in God's name, until a cruel judge put him to death 
with great torments. 

But he wrought many marvels before the judge, amid the torments, 
and blinded the judge through the power of God, that men might know 
how merciful the Saviour is who had magnified him so. Then was he 
beheaded for the sake of the Saviour, whom he had before cruelly 
wounded on the cross, and he (now) dwells eternally in glory with Him. 
The heathen judge who put him to death was named Octavius. But he 
came afterwards to the place where he was slain, and sought his body, 
praying for forgiveness, with weeping and lamentation. Then forthwith 
he saw with sound eyes, being enlightened by the same who had before 
made him blind. Then the judge sumptuously buried the body of Lon- 
ginus, and believed on Christ, ever glorifying God until he departed this 
life. Glory and praise be to the benevolent God, who reigneth ever 
eternally. Amen. 
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Nu synd ]>a iudeiscan. 3 se sceamlease liewa cristes dea^es scyl- 

dige. be syrwdon be him. beab be hit us become to ecere alysed- None of them 

*='*•' ' ' " shall come to 

nysse. 3 heora nan He becym'S to cristes rice nsefre. butan Jiam ))e ^^'^J*'^ 
hit gebettan. 3 gebugan to criste. Swa milde is se hselend f he JIJ**^^***®^ 
miltsian wolde his agenum slagum gif hi gecyrran woldon. 3 
biddan his miltsunge. swa swa heora msenig dyde. swa swa se 
hundredes ealdor. ]>e hine hetelice stang on his halgan sidan. 3 
si%%an him beah to. se hundredes ealdor hatte longinus. He if>n«*n^» 

° pierced 

geseah ^a sona hu seo sunne ajjystrode. fram mid-deege o^ non. Christ's side. 
3 eall middan-eard bifode. 3 stanas toburston. ]>a beah he to 
criste sleande his breost 3 secgende hlude. Uere,filiu8 dd est hie. 
So)7lice )79es is godes sunu. He forlet %a his folgo^. 3 ferde 
to ]>am apostolum. 3 wear% gelsered to geleafan ]>urh hi. 3 mid 
fttUuhte ajjwagen fram his fyrlenum dsedum. 

He dselde J?a his eahta ealle on selmyssan. 3 on clsennysse 5?*^®^*"** 
leofode. swa swa cristes *'6egen. on mycelre forhsefednysse. 3 * [leaf I68, 
]>am h8e]>enum bodade ]>one sojjan geleafan. 3 synne forgifennysse. cimst, and 
3 towearp deofolgild. 3 wundra gefremode on godes naman. o^ 
f sum gramlic dema hine gemartyrode mid micclum witum. 

Ac he worhte fela wujidra eetforan )?am deman. betwux jjam 
tintregum. 3 ablende ]>one deman ]>urh godes mibte. f menu 
mihton tocnawon hu mildheort se hselend is. ]>e hine mersode 
swa. He wear^ ))a beheafdod for 'Saes hselendes naman. J>one ))e 
he ser gewundode wselhreowlice on rode. 3 wuna¥ on ecnysse on 
wuldre mid hiw. Octauius hatte se haebena dema be hine acwealde. Pt^" , ^ 

' ' beheaded by 

ac he com si^an |>8er he ofslagen wses. 3.gesohte his lie biddende oc*»viu8. 
forgifennysse mid wope 3 heofunge. pa geseah he sona gesund- Octavius was 
fidlum eagum. J>urh J)one ylcan onliht J>e hine aer ablende. 3 se converted. 
dema Jja deorwurSlice bebyrigde longines lichaman. 3 gelyfde on 
crist sefre wuldrigende god. o'S -f lie gewat of life. Sy wuldor 3 
lof J)am wel-willendan gode. se'Se sefre rixa^ on ecnysse. 
AMEN. 
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VI. 



• [Fairfax 
MS. 14, Bod. 
Lib. fol. 88 b, 
art. 63.] 



We all ought 
to honour 
the Cross. 



The Jews 
hid the Cross 
from tlie 
Cluistians. 



For 200 years 
it lay hidden. 



HOW pE HALI CROS WAS FUNDIN. BE SEINT 
ELAINE *. 

r\f J)e rode now for to rede 
^ ihesua criste he be mi spede, 
]>at ]>are-oii sufficed sorou^l pine 
to lause vs fra our wijier-wine ; 4 

we agti to buxumli hit here, 
for hit of bote is our banere^ 
ba]; 6n bodi cmd in hert^ 

againe alle our care hit is our quert. 8 

quen ihe^s I>er-of was vn-done, 
1)6 iewes hid hit efter sone 
fra cristen men hit to blinde; 

la)) ware ham ])ai sulde hit finde, 12 

Jjai wiste J)e cristen walde hit kepe 
for-J)i in erj) J)ai grofe hit depe 
vnder erJ), and o\er twa 

quare-on ))e theuis hang on squa ; 16 

))e ri3t rode |)ai went to dille 
out of ])e cristen mennis skille, 
])at if wi]) chaimce men on ham hit 
quilk ])ai sulde haue ))ai sulde no3t witt : 20 

% bot crist, l)at nane is to him like, 
walde no3t late his dere relike, 
squa noteful ]>ing, squa lang be hid, 
])at he ne walde ))at hit ware kid. 24 

quen hit had bene ij. hundre ^ere 
vnder erJ), J)at druri dere, 
to bote of ba)) our saule and life, 
he did hit be fundin ])orou a wife : 28 
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109 



32 



36 



40 



A' 



a du^ti wife^ ]>at hi^t Eline, 
was moder of king costantine, 
ho fande hit, qua-sum wil wite hit now, 
herkin and 1 sal tel hit ^ou. 
Is in stori. I. red and fande, 
quen costantine was liuande 
of rome ])en was he emperour, 
againe hejjin folk Btipe in stoure; 
be-tid a tide ]>at he]>in lede 
come him batail for to bede; 
sa mikil folk |?ai wi]> ham led 
]>at costantine was sare a-dred. 
]>ai come tille him ]>at ilk ni^t 
atte ]>ai sulde on ]>e mome fi^t. 
% A man ]>at selcou]> faire was graide 
44 come to ])e kinge a^ J>us he saide : — 
" costantine loke vp and se 
til heiuen-warde om? conforte Jie." 
he lokid vp and in j>at sijt, 
he sagh [J)ar] cristis crosse ful brijt; 
a titel ,sagh he J>ar-on lye, 
"here-in Jiou salle haue victorie.*' 
J>en did J)e kinge make [of] a neyuen* 
suche a cros as he sagh in heyuen^ ; 
and vp in trau]> he ras stede£ast 
and brajjeli on his faas he brast, 
awcZ did J>at cros be-for him lede 
and felled doun J)at cursid lede ; 
J)ai felle, Jjai fled J>a wijjer-wine, 
)>e victorie has kinge costantine 
]>orou ])e croice cmcT cristis mi^t, 
and )7orou Jjaire stedfast trau]> in [djrijt. 

Pen sende ])e king Constantino 
sandis til his moder eline 
for to do seche, wiJ>-outen hone, 
64 )>e cros ]>at criste on was done, 



Helena 
found it. 



48 



52 



56 



60 



Constantine 
is about to 
figlit a battle 
with heathen 
folk. 



[fol. 89.] 



In the night 
he sees a 
divine 

manifestation 
of the Crosa. 



1 read an 
etien. 

^reodheuen. 



By this token 
he gains the 
victory over 
his enemies. 



He sends his 
mother to 
look for the 
Cross. 
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Bencims and 
Ansiera were 
her 
messeDgers. 



The story of 
the good 
goldsmith, 
who owed a 
Jew a sum of 
money, and 
who was to 
forfeit its 
weight in 
flesh if he did 
not pay the 
debt when 
due. 



The debt was 
not paid, and 
the Jew 
demands the 
penalty. 



1 MS. has 
iew altered to 
cristen. 



Benciras and 
Ansiers try 
the case. 



to finde ]>at hali tree sum quare 

and make a kirke be ndsid ]>are. 

benciras cmd ansiers^ 

]>er twa men was messagers, 68 

l)ai ware sende to ))e quene fra rome ; 

bot herkenis how ]>ai gaue dome. 
IT J>is lauedi had Jjen hir wij> 

a cristen man, was gode goldsmi]>, 72 

quat ]>ing ]>at ho him of walda mou]>[e] 

atte hir deuise make he cou];e^ 

bot pouer he was of litil a^t. 

cmd to a iew mikil he a^t 76 

a soumme of money for to amount^ 

and askid him ful harde a- count ; 

]>e couenand was made ful harde 

and saide he made him suche forwarde^ 80 

if he his money mu3t no^t gett, 

]>at he sulde ^ilde him for his dett 

J)at ilk wejt at ))er was lesse 

he sulde ^ilde of his awen flesse. 84 

]>e dai Is past, ]>e dette yn-quit, 

J)e bodi be-houis be leue for hit. 
% I>e cnsten dred ful sare J)e pine, 

bot ))e iew walde neuer fine. 88 

ba)) to ])e quenis court |)ai come, 

]>e iew ])rali bad gif him dome. 

sharp grundin knife in hande he bare, 

]>e cristen^ stode nakid be-for him |iare; 92 

J)ai walde for money had him bojt, 

bot grante of ]>e iew gatte ]>ai no3t; 

of raunsouTi na mare )7en a risshe 

walde he take bot of his flesshe. 96 

% Saide benciras a/nd ansiers : — 

"])0U sal haue broker al J>i fers, 

]>6 quene has biddin ys to deme 

And al ]>at resou?i is to queme, 100 
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Ill 



say VB how ))0U wil him dijt 
aind we salle giue }>e dome ful ri^t." 
% "how," saide J>e iew, "bot be my lay, 

104 jwit werst ))at eucr I. can or may, 
his eien first putt out I. sal 
and his hende smite of wi)>-al ; 
tonge (md neise wil I. no^t saue, 

108 til atte I al my couenande haue." 
^ ]>e messagers him gaf ansquare 

'')>en semis hit no^t )>ou wil him spare, 
take )k)u )>e flesse we deme )>e, 

112 squa atte )>e blode mai sauid be; 
a drope of blode if atte )>ou tine 
we gif 30U dome, J>e wrange is J>ine ; 
al if his flesshe was salde amd bo^t 

116 his blode to selle neuer he )>o^t; 

]>e fallis ]>e flesshe, we ar wele knawen, 
kepe him }>e blode )>at is his awen." 
^ J)en saide j)at iew, "be saint drijtine 

120 me ))ink J>e wers part is mine; 
to take )>e flesshe if I. assay 
J)en J>e blode wil ryn a -way; 
for- done je haue me wij) jour dome, 

124 amd ]>at make je romains of rome; 
maugrefe J>er-fore mote je haue, 
alle )>at suche a dome me gaue." 
^ benciras ))en saide, "parfay 

128 alle has ))is court herde ))e missay, 
me and my felaw sir ansiere ; 
)>ou has missaide rijt foule here, 
we wil missay J>e na wijt, 

132 hot ellis of J>e we wil haue rijt; 
))e lauedi, for ho did vs leue, 
ho bad vs rijtli dome to giue, 
amd ))e soJ> we haue J>e saide, 

136 J)6r-fore Jk)U dos vs now vpbraide." 



ThttJew Mtys 
that he sliall 
fint put out 
his debtor's 
eyes, theu cut 
off his Iiauds, 
next his 
tongue and 



The Judges 
tell him to 
take the flesh, 
but no drop 
of blood. 



The Jew says 
that he is 
getting the 
worst of the 
bargain, for 
the blood 
must run 
away if he 
cuts the flesh. 

" A curse on 
you for your 
decision 
agahist me." 



The judges 
answer that 
they are 
determmed to 
do what is 
right. 
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[fol.89b.] 



They 

condemn tlie 
Jew, and 
declare his 
goods to be 
forfeited to 
the queen. 



The Jew then 
offers to show 
them where 
the Gross is, 
if they release 
him from this 
penalty. 



He asks time 
to make the 
necessary 
inquiries. 



Helena tells 
him that he 
shall lose his 
eyes if he 
does not find 
the place of 
the Cross. 

On the day 
appointed he 
came before 
the queen, 
and bids her 
follow him 
without 
delay. 



% J>e lauedi bad, wiJ>-outen lite, 

iugement on him )>ai sulde giue tite, 

for sicure was ho ]>an of site, 

]>at ]>e cristen man was quite. 140 

]>e iew was dampned, so at ]>e qt^ene 

sulde al hiscatel haue be dene, 
.In hir merci his tonge to take, 

)>at in hir presence suche wordis spake. 144 

J>e iew him ^u^t selcouj) tene 

atte ]>is dome at was sa kene, 

cmd saide on hi^t, atte al mujt here, 

"me ware leuer jou to lere 148 

quare lijs ^our lordis rode tree, 

}>en ]>us smartli dampned be.'* 
% "god wate frende," J^en saide eline, 

"))0U sal be quite of alle J>i pine 152 

if J>ou wil do as I. J>e bid, 

to shew vs quere )>at cros is hid." 

"lauedi," he saide, "be my lay, 

]>e so]> ^et can I. nojt say; 156 

bot sette me a certaine day 

))at wij> my maistris speke I may, 

I salle ye brings ti]>ande of hit, 

J)e quilk blej^eli J>ou walde witt" 160 

% "Gladli," ho saide, "here I }>e hi3t 

of a day respite cmd a nijt ; '* 
% saide elaine, "certis bot ]k)u hit finde 

of baj) ))ine eien Jk)u sal be blinde." 164 

% J>e iew him sped tawardc his tide, 

ouer his day durst he no^t bide; 

na selcou)> if he dred him sare, 

he wiste Jje queue walde him nojt spare; 168 

til hir he went better specie, 

and saide, "lauedi I. knaw my dede, 

priuely be-houis vs fare, 

cmd folowes me wi))-outen mare." 172 
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J>ar-fore he went him sone in hy 

vn-to ))e mount of caluary; 

cmd o]p0r folk went wij> J>e quene, 

176 ]>idder yea went al bedene. 
% sone quen ]>ai ])aire praier makid, 
]>e er)> ynder ham hit shakid. 
)>en saide ye lew ]>at al ]>is herde, 

180 **criste 1k)u art sauiour of ))is werde !" 
his cla)>is he kest, al bot his serke^ 
to make him nemil yn>to his werke; 
si]>en he toke a spade in hande, 

184 lange he dalue^ bot no}t he fande ; 
% quen he rijt depe had dellui[n] sare, 
mare J>en xx. fote or mare, 
y&i Cemde iij. crossis; an was ^at ilke, 

188 bot wiste )>ai nojt quilk was quilk^ 
)>e quilk mujt be )>e lordis tre, 
aaid quilk mu^t ^e theuis be : 
wi}> mikil ioy (md mikil gle, 

192 to J>e touTi Jiai bare ))a J>re; 

yer ware ]>ai done in cartaine place, 
for to a-bide our lordis grace. 

Aboute midward of J>e day cmd mare 
x«r^/ a dede man cors for]> }>ai bare; 

saint elaine made hir praier ]>are| 
so did al )>e folk was J>are, 
}>at crist sulde ham takening shaw 
200 his awen dere tree to knaw. 
on eiyer tree J>e cors on rane, 
bot alwais lay hit stil as stane; 
% ye jjrid )>ai touchid wij) his hide, 
204 cmd vp he rase wi))-outen bide, 
cmd spac wij> a bli)> voyce, 
cmd )>us gatis he hailsed J>e croice:— 
"god loke J>e cros precious )>inge, 
208 on )>e hange )>at heiest kinge; 



He brought 
the queen 
and other folk 
to Calvary. 



The Jew, with 
ipadeinhand, 
let to work, 
and after 
digging 
twenty feet 
or more, he 
found three. 



They carried 
thecrosseato 
the town 
with great Joy. 



About mid- 
day they 
teetedthe 
croMeebya 
deadbo<l^. 



Ab soon as 
the corpse 
touched the 
Gross of 
Christ, it rose 
to life, and 
addressed the 
Cross. 
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The Cross is 
carried to the 
Tempto. 



The tree, of 
which the 
Cross was 
taken, was 
stIU in the 
Temple, and 
gave out a 



by which its 
connection 
with the 
Cross was 
manifested. 



[fol. 90.] 



God bids the 
queen divide 
the Rood into 
four parts. 
One part was 
to be left in 
the Temple, 
another part 
was to goto 
Rome, the 
third to 
Alexandria, 
and the 
fourth to 
Rome. 



menskid wi]> his flesshe was ]>ou, 
of alle trees maste of vertu ; 
he has ]>e halghed at mast con ken, 
annd ]>e salle mensk al cristen men." 

^ ]>is miracle sene wi)> mani man, 
]>ai bare hit to ]>e temple ]>an ; 
]>e lewes to ])e baptim ran, 
]>er was cristened mani a man. 
quen Jiat cros was bro^t in 
men mu^t se )>ing« is ^et to mjm, 
for ]>at tree ]>at hit of was shorne, 
as talde is in )>is boke be-fome, 
a/nd al-wais in ]>at temple lay, 
amd jet was fimden \&r J>at day; 
hit jalde of hit sa squete a smel, 
how gode hit was can I. nojt tel; 
]>e smelle ouer al )>e temple spred, 
amd ]>er-wi]> amendid ilka sted; 
cmd bi ]>at smelling^ mu3t man se 
hit was shome of }>at ilk tree. 

% a iew \a\t mikil had herde and sene, 
he talde J>e soJ> vn-to J>e quene, 
and saide, his eldris talde him be dene^ 
qnatkin a tree hit sulde haue bene; 
quen ho had herde al his resouTi, 
)>en can ho make hir orisouTi, 
]>at god witering sulde sende hir sone, 
whar ho sulde J>at cros done. 

^ our lorde hir sende an angel wise, 
amd bad hir dele hit in foure portise; 
]>e tane sulde in ]>e temple lende, 
to rome men sulde \^ to]>6r sende^ 
til alisaundre to here ]>e ]>rid, 
]>e fir}) to here hir Seluin mid, 
to costentine witA hir to wende, 
amd alsqua did. }>at lauedi hende. 



212 



216 



220 



224 



228 



232 



236 



240 



244 
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IT In foure pecis ))ai hit smate, 

of }>e quiche got hit wate ; 

]>ai did ri^t with ij. as god ment, 
248 til roiue a/nd alisaundre ham sent ; 

)»e ])rid )>ai left in )>at cit^^ 

as in stede of auctorit^ ; 

J>e firj> led hir wi)> eline 
252 yn-to hir sone king costantine; 

to mete hir jode mani barouT^, 

wi)> grete cmd faire processioun ; 

wi)>-in )>e kirke of saint sophie 
256 ]>0r haue ]»ai sette hit richelie ; 

WBA neuer jet na tree in lande 

sa riche aft aa £ure shewande ; 

Men was wonte to eamA to se 
260 at ilk6 paskis Jiat hali tree 

daies iiij. ham sette for stage 

))e emperour wij? his baronage, 
IT a-pon ye day of mandee ; 
264 ))e riche quene wi)> hir meyne, 

a-pon J>e friday effcerwarde\ 

of pordouw for to serue hir part ; 

J>e clergi on J>e seterday, 
268 )>at kepers ware of cristen lay ; 

wij)-outen case ]>er dales )>re 

]>is cros was J^en^ cmd man mote sej 
V cmd hit was talde of mani man^ 
272 at a licour ]>er-of ranne, 

]>at wi)> beting6 was bote of bale, 

mid sekenes diners to make ham hale; 

a vessel, J>at hit ware nojt tint, 
276 stode vnder ]>at licour for to hint, 

for to dele vn-to )je vnfere, 

to sende ouer al )>e cuntree sere. 

PE grace of god is grete a/nd gode, 
y&t giuis YS ensaumple of )»e rode^ 



The queen 
divided the 
Rood as she 
WM bidden. 



She took a 
portion of it 
to Rome, and 
placed it in 

St. Saphier 



The ceremony 
connected 
with the 
finding of 
the CroM 
occupied 
four days. 

1 MS. Qft^r. 
warde. 



A liquor ran 
from the 
Cross, and 
healed many 
tick folk. 



Some of the 
liquor was 
caught in a 
vessel, and 
sent into 
divers 
countries. 
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Bfany mm 
only beUeve 
what they 
hsyeaean. 



Bat since the 
world has 
been made, 
miracles of 
the Cross have 
appeared, 
right and left, 
in diverse 
places. 



The Cross Is 
mentioned in 
the Old Law. 



This tree (of 
the Cross) was 
planted in 
Paradise. 



Adam took 
shelter under 
it when he 



The cry of 
Abel's blood 
came from it, 
when slain by 
hU bntHker. 



The four 
corners of 
Noah's ark 
were made of 
the wood of 
this tree. 



ma mi^W has our lorde wro^t 
yen ani man mai }>mk in J^o^t : 
bot man of trau)) is squa vnselj, 
J>ai traw no^t bot J>ai se wij) ey ; 
cmd y&t ynne)>is wil )>ai traw^ 
wiJ>-outen signe of grete vcrtu. 
me ]>ink, if ^e ]>e so]> haue so^t, 
J)at syn jje werlde was first wro^t, 
miraclis of }>e crossis mi^t 
has oft standen in stede cmd ri^t, 
oner and vnder, ri3t and left, 
in ]>is compas god has al weft; 

% bot-if man of him-selue be blinde, 
Tm-]>ink him wele he sal hit finde, 
ye liknes of J>is tree sa trew 
was in J>e aide laghe, be-for ye new, 
amt in ye new laghd alsqua sere, 
J>at sum ar gode of for to here. 

f I J>ink ]>is is J>at tree of blis 
y&t ri^twisnes to bundin is. 
had adam fundin hit atte hande, 
]>ar-wi}> he mujt had life lastande; 
)>at plauntid hit is in poradis 
a^d dos ye dede vp for to rise. 

IT owe? adam, quen he wro^t had wogh^, 
vnder )>is tree he him droghe, 
]>at did him god to resouw 
owe? did him hope of pordouw. 
ye blode of abel hit crid als, 
quen him had slaine his hroyer fals ; 
wi)>-in )>at cry was grete ying hid, 
y&t in ]>is cros now is kid. 
and dede, for so]>, had bene noe, 
had no^t him saued ]>at tree, 
of foure comers ye arche was made, 
als has ye cros of lange a/nd brade ; 



284 



288 



292 



296 



300 



304 



308 



312 



316 
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pe dore of ]>e arcbe a-pon j^e side^ 

and J)er was ihema wounded wide; 

qua wil ym-]>inke him in his mode 
320 mai finde mani takenis of ye rode. 
% Our lorde gaf moises a wande 

to wirk6 maistri wi}> in hande; 

sum time was hit worme, sum time ^erde, 
324 as men I.-noghe has saide cmd herde 

]>at wele be takenid. ]>at cipres^ 

})«r-of was wamis[t]^ moises, 

baj> in worde cmd in dede. 
328 quen isroel of egipt ^ede, 

of ]>at blessed lambis blode, 

a cros was made in signe of rode ; 

)>a at cros had on ham drawen, 
332 our lorde ham sauid as for his awen ; 

and el ]>a o]>er ware hot tint 

and tajt yn-to ))e angels dint. 
IT quen J>e Hedderes Jjat ware fel 
336 stanged ]>e folk of israel, 

quen ]iai welk in wildemes, 

vnder J>e warde of sir moyses, 

a nedder was sette a-pon a tree, 
340 Y&i quen ])e stanged mujt se 

ye nedder on ye tree yer hange^ 

]>ai ware alle warisht of ]>aire stange. 
IF quen ysA s&ghe, as ]>ai did offc, 
344 moises lift his hende on loft, 

ye quilist he helde his hende on croice, 

ay herde his awen folk )>e voice. 
IT quen strife was a-boute presthede, 
348 in ye dais a-mange ye iewes lede. 

to xij. men ta^t )>ai wandes xij., 

ilkan merkid his him-selue, 

a^ saide quilk wande beris blome 
352 sulde haue ye presthede wiy dome ; 



M08M*8 WMld 

cam* from 
this tree. 



IMS. 



At the 
Exodus we 
read that the 
Israelites were 
saved by the 
sign of the 

[fol. 90 &J 
Cross. 



Moses raised 
up a cross 
In the 
wilderness, 
by which 
those who 
were stung 
by adders 
were healed. 



In the 

dispute about 
the priesthood 
twelve wands 
were chosen, 
eadione 
bearinga 
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The 

prieBthood 
belonged to 
him that bad 
a cross upon 
hifl*wand.' 



David, when 
he went to 
fight with 
Goliath, bore 
a token of 
the Cross. 



The sign of 
Tav betokens 
the Cross. 



The Cross is 
1 MS. ^tio. 

the banner of 
Holy Kirk. 



It enables 
man to 
conquer his 
enemies* 



Of the Cross 
the first man 
and woman 
was made. 



By the Cross 
we were 
redeoned. 



\er florisht an^ as ^e haue herde, 
\^ cros a-pon ]>at ilk ^erde. 

H Heliseus on o))er-wise • 
did a dedeman for to rise; 
J>e staf J>at he a-pon him did V 
]>e crosse hit bare to tak in hede. 

IF quen dauid fa3t againe )>at etin 
has he no^t his staf for-^etin ; 
yn-to ]7e bataile he hit bare, 
mu^t na kinge squorde do mare. 
]>e signe of tav. in aide lawes 
be-takenis cros in our dawes, 
])e men at ]>ar wi]> blessed ware 
hit helped ham fra mis -fare; 
tav amd cros ba)> ar as an, 
bot. tav has ^erde a-bonen nan. 
of croice in j^e aide testament 
was mani bisening, qua to cowde tent, 

IF croice is, qua-sum* wil or nay, 
baner of hali kirk to-day ; 
man has no3t herde \at fole be lome 
)yat hali crosse has wi}> ham borne, 
bot has be-tid, ba)> now wnd are, 
)>e lesse folk ouer-come }>e mare, 
\eT croice was stad atte ani %t, 
if ]7e dude be tane wi]> ri^t. 
Of cros to telle for-gete I noght, 
of cros \% formast man was wro^t, 
of cros )>e first of alle wifis ; 
of cros god bo3t our saule liuis, 
]>6r-on he gaf him-self raunsoun, 
amd of him-self made gunfanouT^. 
J>e cros of medicine beris bote, 
ba)> in frute amd als in rote; 
in cros hit was for vs ]>e flour 
]>at we haue )>orou sa grete honour. 



356 



360 



364 



368 



372 



376 



380 



384 



388 
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a riche liknis ay beriB hit, 

hit is )>e heued of hali writte, 

foundement. of our.clergie, 
392 rewle hit is of haly vie. 

makid hit is of foure and ]>re, 

now is hit talde bot for a tree; 

nokis foure amd trees )>rin, 
396 syn J>e J>rid was done )>er-in. 

In trees )>rin arid faure porates 

I. ynderstande \^ vij. artis ; 

of iiij. amd iij., qua tellis e3ruen, 
400 he sal hit noumbre make of vij. 

]>ou do to gedder x. amd ij. 

)ye laghis twin sal ]>ou finde squa; 

In X. sal |70u finde \% halde, 
404 in tale of twa ]>e new is talde. 

man has on croice his schaping knawen, 

and he him-selfe on vij is drawen, 

ba]> in bodi and saule, I. say ; 
408 \% bodi of element3 twies tway, 

]>e saule hit has of strengthis ]>rin, 

))at takin of cros )»ai here wi}>-in. 
f quen god }>at ordeins alkin state^ 
412 of alle in his for-)H)^t he wate, 

ferlely puruaied he an; 

a cros of tree amd no^t of stane, 

bot ]>at was for to make mende 
416 of ]>e tree )>at was defende : 

his cros he has wro^t wttA craft, 

hit beris schap til alkin shaft. 

wele did moises )>at hit fande, 
420 amd dauid als ])at fot ]>e wande, 

amd salamon ]>at fel hit did; 

and ho )>at hit &nde, quare htt was hid, 

elaine at squa gerne hit so^t, 
424 amd til our note now has hit bro^t, 



TheCronis 
the head of 
Holy Writ, 
the 

foundation of 
our clergy, 
and the rule 
Of Holy Life. 



It is made up 
of four (nails) 
and three 
(woods), by 
which we may 
understand 
the seven arte. 
Multiply 
four by three, 
and it gives 
us the sum of 
the Old and 
the New Law 
(ten 

command- 
ments of the 
Old Testa- 
ment, two of 
the New). 
Man is 
oompoeedof 
seven 

slements, the 
body of four 
and the soul 
of three. 



There is a 
good reason 
why the Cross 
was made of 
wood and not 
of stone. 
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HOW pE HALT CEOS WAS PimDIN BE SEINT ELAINE. 



The world is 
full of the 
name and the 
■mellofthe 

[fol. 91 &.] 

Cross, 

St. Helen 
found the 



and worited 
them up into 
the bridle of 
Ck>nstantine, 



^MQ.Hm, 



uidmany 
were con- 
verted by it. 

Constantine 
bore them 
about for 
three years. 



The nails are 
now at 
St. Denis. 



This story is 
now finidied. 
Whoso can 
tell this tale 

better, let him 
do so. 

I teU it as I 
found it. 
There are 
many divers 
stories 4>f the 
Rood 



ho delt hit wisely as ho wilde, 
])at al )yis werlde hit is fiilfilde 
of ]>e name cmd of )>e smelle, 
for-J>i is gode jier-of to telle. 
Eline ne walde nojt for lete 
ye naylis, in hende cmd fete 
])at driuen ware ; ful ^ome ho sojt 
til ho ham fand, fund ho no^t, 
a werk of ham ho wro^t fill fine 
In bridel of king costantine ; 
was na cristal als bri3t, 
ne sa shene to mani si3t ; 
quidder-sum^ he ferde ])at sire, 
J>e bridel bri^tnes bare of fire ; 
mani ]>at sagh yat bridel bri^t 
tt^med to ye grace of goddis mi^t. 
costantine ham bare iij. ^ere, 
quen he droghe til his ending6 nere, 
out to ye bridil he ham lajt, 
(md to be side ye crois ham tajt, 
y&t mani vertu siyen wrojt, 
]>orou mi3t of crist y&t vs bojt ; 
at costantine noble cmd in fraunce 
god has made mani mustraunce. 

H At saint denis is his cronn, 
wi]> l^a nailis redy boun; 
mani man come seke a/nd sare 
at yaire hele had fundin yare. 

IT now ye crois is brojt til ende, 
ye crob mijt mote vs defende; 
qua-sum^ )>is tale can heter tende, 
for cristis loue he hit amende; 
yis tale, quej>er hit be il or gode, 
I &nde hit writen of ]>e rode, 
mani tellis diuerseli, 
for )>ai mai finde diuerse story, 



428 



432 



436 



440 



444 



448 



452 



456 



460 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HOW pB HALI CBOS WAS FUNDIN BE SEINT ELAINE. 



121 



IF ]>at fande ]>e crois he hijt ludas ; 
made bisshop of )>e tonn he was, 
cmd his name was tumid ))us, 

464 }>at he was calde quiriacus: 
IF quen fundin was )>is hali crois, 

)je warlaghtf saide on-loft wtt^ vois : — 
*^ a ha ludas ! quat has ]>ou done, 

468 )>ou has me greued, I wame ^e sone 
at )>ou did y&t cros ki)>e, 
))0u salle rew hit mani sij^e; 
]H)rou hit ware mani saulis myne, 

472 yai I am ferde now to tyne ; 
no3t for-J>i I. wil nojt nyte, 
fill wele IJsal ]>i dedis quite; 
a-no]>^ kingd gaine ^e sal rise 

476 yat sal make ye to grise, 

cmd do )>e suffer sa mykil shame, 
at ]>ou sal nite ihd^u name ; 
cmd ]>is was saide be tirand an. 

480 )>at quiriac was of si)>en slan : 
H )>at findis cry quen ludas herda, 
neuer ]>e mare was he ferde, 
bot waried he }>at qui})er-wine, 

484 cmd saide, " crist J>at is lorde myne, 
he deme ]>e in-to helle depe, 
euer in wellande wa to wepe." 
pat hali crois, I of haue red, 

488 quar-on ihe«iA9 for ys was spred, 
hit is our shilde cmd our spere, 
againis )»e feinde for to were; 
ilk day in were we weinde 

492 bot J>at ihera vs grace sende, 
]>orou ]>e crois a-gaine ]>e fende 
to be our socour at our ende. 



Someny 
JudM found 
the Cross, 



and that 
Satan WM 



thereat. 



ThedevU 
threatened 
1 MS. didit. 
Jndaswith 
his vengeance. 



Judas hade 
the fiend 
depart into 
hell 6»&p, 
** ever in 
boiling ufoe 
to weep." 



The Cross is 
our shield and 
spear against 
the devil. 
It will be our 
succour at our 
ending day. 
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VII. 



* [Harl. 4196, 
leaf. 177, 
col 2.] 



There was a 
king of Persia 
named 
" Chodroas," 
who had a 
son and heir 
and many 
servants. 



Every dty and 
town were 
under his 
hand. 

He set up a 
throne, and 
commanded 
his subjects to 

. [leaf 177 6, 
col. 1.] 
call him the 
Khig of kings, 
Ood,andLord 
of lords. 
iReadmoMtf. 
He was not 
satisfied with 
this only, but 
went to 
Jerusalem, 
and Uireaten- 
edthe 
Christians, 
and destroyed 
their 
churdies. 



He took his 
journey 
towards the 
Holy Sepul. 
chre with the 
intention of 
destroying it, 
but turned 
back for fear. 



EXPOSITION OF THE HOLY ROOD*. 

In feato eosaUadonis scmcte cruda. 

A king sum tyme in cuiitr€ was, 
pat had to name king chodroas, 
A sun he had ]>at was his ayre, 
And o])er rnenz^ many and faire. 
Of J>e cuntr^ of pers was he king, 
And all )>e land at his dedeing. 
He gert ilk cet^ and ilk toune 
Vnto his biding be so boune, 
pat in a trone up he him sett, 
And cumand fam with-owten lett 
pat king of kinges ]>ai suld him call, 
And allso god grettest of all, 
And lord of lordes both loud and still, 
And none on melde^ mete him imtill. 
Zit was noght ]>is in ]>at sesowne 
Inogh till his confdsione ; 
Bot to ierusalem he went, 
And said all suld be schamely schent 
pat trowed on ciist or on his lay. 
par-to he dose all ]>at he may, 
In ierusalem ]»aire kirkes he stroyde. 
And cristen men ful gretly noyed. 
He toke his wai ]>an to j^e graue 
Whare crist was layd J>at vs sail saue. 
It to destroy with all his majm ; 
Bot for ferdnes he turned ogayne. 
And durst do no thing at )»e kyrk. 
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28 Bot wikkedly ]>us gan lie wirk. 
Saint Eline J>e nobill quene, 
pat lang bifore bis tyme bad bene, 
Fand J>e cros^ j>at men cald jje rode, 

32 pat ibe«*c died on for oure gude, 
And to ierusalem sebo it brogbt, 
And graitbed it }>are als bir gude tbogbt, 
In siluer and go[l]d al bidene, 

36 For jjat it suld be kepid clene, 

And )>at same kirk gert sebo make 
Coriosly for J>at cros sake, 
For men suld bald )>at baly tre 

40 In bonore als it aw to be. 
Bot )»is ilk king cbosdroass^, 
Wben be wist wbare j>is ilk cros, was. 
He gert bis men witb grete maystry 

44 Haue it fortb witb bim in by 
Out of ierusalem cet6, 
And brogbt it wbare bim liked to be. 
Wben be was J>us cu??ien bame ogayn, 

48 Of bis iom^ be was fill fayne. 
And bastili fan' gert be digbt 
A faire toure all off siluer brigbt ; 
He made it nobilly for ]>e nanes, 

52 Witbin all fal of precius stanes. 
A trone of gold ))arin be sett, 
Witb precius stanes all ouer plett, 
And jjarein gert be gayly dygbt, 

56 Like son and mone and stemes brigbt ; 
Also zit gert be mak ])arin 
Propirtese by preu6 gyn, 
pat it was like untill a beuyn; 

60 And T&yn ]>arfro cuTTiand ful euyn 
And preu^ wbistils war omang 
Made euyn like to angels sang, 
pare in )>at toure als bim gude tbogbt, 



The Cross that 
the noble 
queen Helena 
had found, she 
1 MS. coTi. 
brought to 
Jerusalem, 



and adorned 
it with silver 
and gold. 

For the 
preservation 
of the same 
she made a 
church, where 
men might go 
and honour 
the holy tree. 



3 MS. choio- 
rocus. 

This impious 
king, when he 
knew where 
the Cross was, 
took posses- 
sion of it, and 
carried it 
away with 
him to his 
own country. 



8 MS. Jwn«. 
He raised a 
fair tower of 
silver adorned 
with precious 
stones. 



Therein he set 
a throne of 
gold, orna- 
mented with 
precious 
stones. 

By represen- 
tations of the 
heavenly 
bodies, he 
made the 
tower look 

[col. 2.] 
like heaven, 
and caused 
rain to 
descend 
therefrom. 
He even iml- 
tated the song 
of angels by 
means of secret 
whistles. 
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In this tower 
he raised a 
seat for him- 
self, and set 
theHolyCroas 
beside him. 
There he sat 
lilceagod,and 
bade all his 
subjects call 
him such. 
He assigned 
the kingdom 
to his son. 

For many a 
dajr he 
practised his 
cursed 

«* maumetry,** 
leading the 
folk in the 
devU's law. 
Thus with the 
devil we will let 
him dwell,and 
of hb son we 
will now talk. 
Eraclius 
lived at this 
time, a noble 
and Christian 
king. 



He had a wife 
and children, 
and led his life 
inChrist'slaw. 
The son of 
•'Choedroas** 
was envious (rf 
the Christian 
king's 
renown, 



and made 
preparattons 
to fight 



him, and to 
destroy him, 
if possible. 



Eracliua, 
hearing of 
this, gathered 
together a 
largeChristian 
company to 
defend his 
kingdom. 

The two 
armies met at 
a certain place 
near a river. 



A s^ untill him self he wroght, 

And ))are he gert with mekill pride 

Set )>e haly cros him biside. 

par als a god he sat in stall, 

And so he bad men suld him call. 

His kingdom and all his riallt^, 

Vntill his sun haly gaf he ; 

And on ])i8 wise ]>at cnrst caytiue 

In maumetry wald lede his line. 

And so he did fall many a day 

Ledeand ]>e folk in fendes lay. 

pus with l^e deuil we lat him dwell, 

And of his son I sail now tell. 

A nobill king of cristendum, 

pat namen was heraclium, 

Was gouemowre of grete [empire] 

Souerainly als lord and syre; 

Childer he had and worthly wife, 

In cristes law he led his life. 

pan )>is son of chosdroas 

In his hert euill angerd was 

pat }>is cristen king had name 

More ]>an he or his sire at hame. 

parfore he ordand him in hy. 

And gaderd a grete cumpani 

Of sarzins by his assent ; 

And with fill grete ost es he went, 

With pla cristen king to fight, 

And to destroy him if he might. 

Bot sone eraclius herd tell, 

Of >is felshed how it bi-fell. 

He ordand him fall hastily 

Of cristen men grete cumpany. 

Bot als it was oure lordes will, 

When aither come oJ>er vntill, 

In place whare )>ai swld batayl take, 
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132 



On )>is wisse gan )>ai couenant make* 

A water was J>am twa by-twene, 

And a brig all oner it clene. 

pe sarzyn was mekill of brede and lenth, 

And traisted mikill in his awin strenkth. 

parfore )>is forward gan he ma 

To do J)e batail bitwix J>am twa. 

And y&t )>e cristend man suld mete him 

In middes J>e brig was ouer J>e brim. 

And whej)er so might maistri win 

On his side stdd ]>e bataill blin; 

And he suld haue in his poust^ 

All ))at )»ai bath had^ land and fe. 

To ]>is couenant assented }>ai bath, 

And ]>arto band ))ai y&m with ath, 

pat if Jjaire men on ow)>ir side 

Come forto help )>am in )>at tide, 

pai suld be cut for ]>aire iomay, 

paire armes and Jiaire legges oway, 

And so be kasten in ]>e flode, 

And saue ]>am suld none erthly gude. 

When bath J>e sides war sworn )>ar-tilly 

pis couenand lely to fulfill, 

pe twa lordes* on j>e brig* met, 

And ai]>er hard on o]>er set. 

Ful fast ]>are faght )>ai tow in fere, 

And none ojjer durst negh jjam nere. 

pan cristen men, with hertes fre, 

Prayed to ih^m crist, Jjat he 

Suld send Jiaire prince J>e victory, 

Als he for ]>am on rode wald day, 

And all J>ai praied fan with a voice : — 

"Thurgh vertu of )>i haly croyce, 

Whar-thurgh Jk)U wan J>e victor! 

Of )je fende, oure fals enmy, 

pou grante )>is day oure prince to wyn 



The son of 
"CtaosdroM** 
proposed to 
Eraclius to 
decide the 
contest by a 
battlebetween 
the two on the 
bridge of the 
river. 

The Sarasin 
was great in 
breadth and 
length, and 

[leaf 178, 
col. 1.] 

trusted much 
in his own 
strength. 
He who came 
off conqueror 
was to have 
the other's 
possessions. 



To this plan 
both con- 
sented, and 
bound 
themselves 
with an oath 
to cripple and 
fbrom into the 
stream any 
one who 
should come 
to their 



I MB. lorde 
hrdei. 
s MS. bring. 

The two lords 
met on the 
bridge of the 
river, and set 
hard on each 
other. 

TheChristians 
with one voice 
prayed that 
their lord 
might have 
the victory 
over the fUse 
Sarasin. 
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Christ heard 
them and gave 
HiB faithful 
servant the 
victory. 

1 MS. mer. 



When the 
heathens saw 
that their 
master was 
killed, they 
were so 



new oaths to 
stand with 
Eraclius in 
evil and good, 
and with 
heart and 
hand. 

Wfllinglythey 
promised to 
become 
followers of 
Christ. 



[col. 2.] 

Eraclius 
received them 
with Joyful 
heart, and 
had tiiem all 
baptized that 
▼ery day. 



aSoinMS. 

Then Eraclius 
set out for 
Persia, and 
on his way he 
induced the 
people to 
become 
Christians. 
Those that 
refused were 
put to death. 



pe maistri ouere £on fals sarzyn/' 
On )>is manere all prayed ])ai fast ; 
And ihe^i^ herd )>am at )>e last^ 
And ordand to his trew serwand 
Of ]>e sarzin to hawe ouer^ hand, 
And to destroy him in ]>at place. 
Blisced be he ])at gaf slike grace. 
Sone when ])e sarzins saw )>is sight, 
How ]>aire maister to ded was dight, 
Swilk drede in hert had )>ai ilkane, 
pdfe ^ oblist (am BO^t aDam^ 
To hald Jje couenand made byfome, 
Bot new athes all haue ])ai sworn, 
With eraclius forto stand, 
In ill and gude, with hert and hand, 
And wilfully all hale hete )>ai, 
Forto leue on cristes lay, 
And forto bycam cristen men, 
And crist for ]>aire god euer to ken. 
Sone when eraclius saw }>at sight. 
He resayued Jiam with hert ful light. 
And cownsaild )>am with wordes fre, 
pat ))ai suld all baptist be, 
And trow in crist with gude entent, 
And to his saw all )>ai assent. 
So war ))ai baptist all )>at day, 
And lifed euer in cristes lay. 
Veraclius^ when J>is was done, 
In-to pers puruaid him ful sone. 
And with him all ])at cumpany 
pat bifore lifed in maumetry. 
And als he went thurgh>out )>at land. 
All ]>e folk )>at he )>are fand 
Ou]>er war )>ai baptist sone 
Or els ]>ai war vnto ded done, 
pus conquert he all j^at cuntr6. 
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176 



180 



184 



188 



192 



196 



200 



204 



Till he come tyll |7at same cet^, 
Whare Cosdroas so sitand es 
Als a god in grete reches. 
Into ye toure he went full sone 
And fand him sitand in his trone. 
Dubbed obut with pricius stanes, 
And dight ful nobilly for J>e nanes. 
Biside him stode j?at haly tre 
pat )>ai had soght so forto se; 
And souerainly for J)at tre sake, 
Wirschip to him gan y&i make, 
pan cosdroas was full af&aid, 
And J>us Eraclius to him said: — 
'^If )k> will haue )>i life in land, 
Als I say sail )>oa TnderHstand, 
For ]>ou has done )>is tre'honore, 
pal bare ihesa oure sauyore ; 
All if ]k)u did it noght for him 
Vnto ])e grante I life and lym. 
At ])e reuerence of J)is haly tre, 
If J)0 will trow in ihesu fre, 
And forsake all )>i mawmetry, 
pat )>ou and ])i folk yn affy, 
And turn }>e unto ihesu crist. 
And in his name will be baptist, 
pi life in land )>an haue ])0U sail 
And all yi kingdom still withalL 
And if )>ou will noght do ])is rede 
With my swerd Jjou sal be dede.** 
pis sarzin wald noght turn his mode. 
To leue his &ls goddes for no gude. 
parfore Eraclius ful sone 
Strake of his heuyd with-outen hone. 
And bad )>at he sul[d] haue beriing, 
By-caus ]>at he had bene a king, 
pan ]>ai toke ]>at haly tre. 



He came to 
the city of 
"Coadroas," 
where he 
fonnd the 
emperor 
sitting like a 
god on his 
throne. 



Beside hfan 
was the Holy 
Cross. 
When 

Eraclius'smen 
saw that sight, 
they did 
honour to 
*• Cosdroaa** 
fiorttenk»<if 
fltoChw. 
Eraclius thus 
spake to the 
heathen king: 
" Forasmuch 
Bfi thou hast 
done honour 
to the Cross of 
Christ, I wiU 
spare thy life 
if thou wilt 
forsake all thy 
* mawmetry/ 



and turn to 
Jesus Christ 
and be 
baptized. 



If thou wilt 
not follow my 
advice, with 
my sword Shalt 
thou be slain.** 
The heathen 
king refused 
to become a 
Deaf 178 b, 
col. 1.] 

Christian, 
therefore 
Eraclius struck 
off his head 
without more 
ado. 
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With hymns 
and noble 
1 MS. if. 
songs they 
took the 
Cross, and 
carried it 
away with 
them. 



As they drew 
near Monnt 
Olivet, which 
is on the way 
to Jerusalem, 
they came 
close to the 
gate of the 
city where 
Jesns entered 
when he came 
thither to 
soflbrpain. 



Much folk of 
the town had 
assembled to 
seethe 
procession of 
the Cross. 



Eracliusrode 
with much 
pride along 
with his 
nobles. 



But when 
they 

attempted to 
enter the city, 
the gates 
closed like a 
wall of stone, 
and they nw 
no signs of any 
mode of 
entrance. 



Sore afraid 
were they 
when they saw 
this miracle. 
* MS. Em^ 
ehitu. 



With fill grete solempnit^, 
And bare it^ furth so )>am omang, 
With himpnes and with nobil sang. 
And all )>e folk )>an war ful glad, 
pat )>ai )>is haly tre ])us had. 
Hamward ]>ai toke ye way in hj, 
With mekill mirth and melody; 
And als y&i come in }>e strete, 
Doun ouer jie mownt of olyuete, 
Als it fell in J)are iomay, 
To ierusalem ))e redy way, 
Qraithly furth )>ai held l^e gate, 
Vnto J>ai come till J>at ilk zate, 
Whare ihesuc crist went in fill playn, 
When he come J>eder at suffer payn; 
And mekill folk of ])at same toune, 
pat war cumen with processiowne, 
For wirschip of J)e haly tre, 
And sum ]>at reall sight to se, 
Eraclius him self gan ride 
Bifor ye prese with mekill pride. 
And o)>er lordes )>at with him ware, 
pe haly cros oma[n]g }>am bare. 
And )>us, with grete solempnite, 
Entred yai to )>at cet^. 
Bot when ])ai neghed )>e zates nere, 
pis meruaill fell on )>is manere. 
pe zates, )>at bifore war wide, 
Closed samyn sone in )>at tyde, 
pat kenyng of zate was )>are nane, 
Bot all closed alls a wall of stane. 
So y&t ])ai might no takning se. 
On whilk syde ]>ai suld haue entr^. 
Sone when )>ai saw yis wonder dede, 
In ]>aire hertes |)ai had grete drede* 
Eraclius' and o]>er ma, 
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244 When ])ai saw ])at it was swa, 
pai praied ih^st^c cure sawiowre 
In )>at case )>am to socoure, 
Thurgh uertu of J)at haly tre, 

248 pat ])ai might win to )>at cet^. 

pus praied })ai all with drery steuyn, 
Heuearid up faire heuides till heuyn ; 
And als ])ai loked so up on hight, 

252 pai saw ane angell schineand bright, 
Euyn opon jie wall standand, 
And ]>e signe of )>e cros ih his hand ; 
He stode obouen whare Jje zate suld be, 

256 And ]>ir wordes on )>is wise sayd he. 
He said, "when crist of heuyn king, 
pat lord es of all erthly thing, 
pis same wai to ])is cet^ went, 

260 pare forto suffer* grefe turment, 
In at ])is zate he toke ]>e way, 
Bot he come all on ojjer array. 
Grete hors for him none ordand was, 

264 Bot sitand on a simple ass; 

He was noght cled in kiriges clething, 
Bot pouerly went he in all thing; 
He went noght with grete minstralsy, 

268 Bot in his prayers ful preuely : 
Ensaumple suthly forto gif 
To J)am j?at in his law wald lif. 
In him to trow with trew entent, 

272 And mekely to wende als he went." 
When }>is was said, he went up euyn^ 
With grete light, till oure lord in heuyn. 
pe Emperoure ])an Eraclius 
276 Ful hertly thanked dere ihesuc ; 

And all )>e folk )>at with Yarn ware 
War ful faine of ))is ferly fare. 
Sone of his stede doun es he light, 



Eradf us and 
his company 
then prayed to 
God for help 
to enter the 
city. 



[t»1.2.] 

Aflthey 
looked up to 
heaven, they 
saw an angd 
shining biight 

tauding on 
the wall with 
the 8ign of the 
Cross in his 
hand, and 
thus he spake 
to them : 
< WhenChrist, 
heaven's king, 
entered this 
city by this 
gate, be had 

1 MS. iU4far, 



no great 
horse, but 
rode on a 
simple ass ; 

He was not 
clad in king's 
clothing, but 
went in 
poorly— not 
with great 
minstrelsy, 
but with 



prayer." 



Having thus 
spoken, the 
angel 

ascended to 
heaven. 
The emperor 
thanked (lod 
for the in- 
struction he 
had received. 

He then got 
off his horse. 
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cast off all bis 
gaydothiDg, 
his crown and 
ornaments, 

and bare- 
footed bore 
the Cross on 
its way. 
1 MS. eart. 



Then the 
gates opened 
wide, and 
they entered 
withsotemn 



The Cross 
was restored 
to its former 
place. 
That day 
many miracles 
were wrought 
by virtue of 
the Cross. 
Blind men got 
their sight, 
crooked men 



[leaf 179, 
col. 1.3 
straight, the 
dumb and 
deaf were 
healed, and 
devils were 
chased out 
of many. 



Unto Christ 
be honour for 
ever and ever! 



And kest of all his clething bright. 
His corown and his kinges array 
And his dubbing he did oway. 
And barefot went he on his fete, 
Bereand ])e cros^ by )ie strete. 
And on }>is maner did }fih. all. 
And when ])e king come nere )ie wall. 
It opind and wex zates wide, 
Als it had bene bifor Jiat tyde. 
pai entred }>an with solempne sang, 
Ful mekill mirth was ]iam oma[n]g; 
And ]>e cros bare )iai }>am bitwene, 
Till ]>e stede whare it bifore had bene, 
And up ]>ai set it really. 
And honord it als was worthi. 
pat day )>are, thurgh ]>e cors allane, 
War miracles wroght ful maniane, 
Of sere blind men ]>at had )>aire sights 
And crokid men war made ful right; 
Of parlesy war helid grete wane, 
And dum and defe ful maniane; 
And leprous men had hele in haste, 
And out of many war deuils chaste, 
pus war )»ai held fal grete plenty, 
Thurgh vertu of [fat] haly tre, 
pat bare ihe«u cure sawiowre, 
Vnto hiw* be euer honowre. 



280 



284 



288 



292 



296 



300 



304 
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DISPUTE BETWEEN MARY AND THE CROSS*. iKsSsft 

col. 8.] 

DispiUacio irU&r Ma/riam et Oriicem^ secfimdvm Apocrafum,. 



-12 



16 



I. 

Oure ladi free, 
on Rode treo*, 
made hire mon: 
Heo seide on ])e* 
)>e fruit of me* 
is wo bigoTt: 
Mi fruit !• seo* 
m blodi bleo* 
AmoTig bis fon, 
Serwe !• seo', 
J)e veines fleo* 
from blodi bon: 
Cros* ! ]k)u dost no troujje f 
On a pillori- my fruit to pinne, 
He ha)> no spot* of Adam sinne ; 
Flesch' and veines* nou fleo a-twinne, 
Wherfore I* rede of routhe* : 



Ourgndocu 
lady made tlM 
following 
oomplaint% 
agaiuat the 
Rood-tree:— 
On thee my 
fruit is woe- 
begone. 



My oflbpring 
is fastened to 
a tree, spot- 
less as he is. 
Alas I flesh 
and veins are 
come in twain, 
and there- 
fore am I sor- 
rowful. 



11. 



Cros* J)i bondes schul ben blamed, 
Mi fayre fruit* jjou hast bi-gyled ; 
20 pe fruites Mooder was neuere a-£ELmed, 
Mi wombe is feir*, foundea vn-fuyled : 
Ghyld' whi artou not a-schamed 



I, the motiier 
of my child, 
was never 
defomed ; my 
body isfkir 
and spotlees. 
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Great Jews 
sinned, and 
thou didst die 
for their wUd 
works. 
I melt in 
mourning, for 
my oflhpring 
is defiled. 

By great Jews 
is he crucified, 
and dies for 
man's guilt. 



On a pillori" to ben T-piled? 
Grete lewes* J)us weore gramed, 
And dyede* for heore werkes wyled ; 
In mournyng- I* may meltef 
Mi fruit* ]>at is so holi halwed, 
In a feeld* is fouled* and falwed ; 
Wij) grete lewes* he is galwed, 
And dye))* for Monnes gelte ; 



24 



28 



On account of 
the great 
Jews, gallows 
wa^upreared. 



A deadly 
drink, O 
Cross, tbou 
gavest to the 
Lord of life. 
His veins did 
burst through 
the torture. 



Defiled is my 
son, that 
never tree- 
passed, with 
thieves that 
ever loved 
riot. 

Why shall my 
son be nailed? 



III. 

T?Or grete lewes* galwes were greifed, 

-■- pat euer to Kobbyng* Ronne ryf; 

Whi scbal my sone' on j)e beo leid, 

pat neuer nuyjed* mon nor wyf ? 

A drinke of dej>* so)>liche seid, 

Oos ))ou ^euest* fe lord of lyf : 

His veynes to bursten* wiJ) ))i breid, 

Mi fruit stont nou* in a strong stryf ; 

Blod from bed* is hayled, 

Fouled* is my fayre fruit, 

pat neuer dude* tripet ne truit 

Wij) )>eues fat loueden* ryot and ruit; 

Whi schal my sone* be nayled? 



32 



36 



40 



Thou, O 
Gross, art 
made to bear 
fools full of 
sin. 

My son should 
be excused, 
and never 
ought his 
blood to run 
on thee. 
With thieves 
must he hang 
far in fen. 

Men may 
know me as 
a sorrowful 
mother. 



IV. 

Porw5 lugement* ]>ou art en-Ioynet 44 

To here fooles*, ful of sinne : 
Mi sone from J)e* schulde beon ensoynet, 
And neuere his blod* vppon ])e rinne ; 
But nou is trujje* wiJ) tresun teynet, 48 

WiJ) ))eoues to honge% fer in fenne ; 
Wi]) feole nayles* his limes ben feynet, 
A careful Moder men mai me kenne, 
In Bales* I* am boundef 52 
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56 



pat fruit was* of a Mayden torn, 
On a ]>eoues tre* is al to torn ; 
A Broche* J)orw-out his brest bo[r]n 
His holi herte- h&p wounde ; 



The Virgin's 
child is torn 
[fol. 316.] 
asnnder on 
a thiefs tree. 



V. 

rpre ))0U art loked* bi J)e lawe 

-*- peoues* traitours- on ye to d[e]ye, 

But now is trouJ>e' wij> tresun drawe, 

60 And verfcu* falle]> in vices weye; 

But loue* and treu])e', in sojifast sawe^ 
On a treo* tray tours* hem teye, 
Verfcu is- wi)) vices slawe: 

64 Of alle vertues* my sone is keye, 
Vertu- swettore jien spices f 
In fot* and* bond* berej) blodi prikke, 
His bed is ful of ]>ornes* )>ikke, 

68 pe goode bongeJ>* a-mong j)e wikke, 
Vertu dyej) wij> vices* ; 



Truth U dis- 
torted by trea- 
son, and 
virtue is fidlen 
in the way of 
vice (i.e. is 
treated lilce 
▼ice). 

Traitors tie 
love, faith, 
and sooth- 
fiutness on 
ttie tree. 



In foot and 
hand he l>ears 
bloody 
wounds. 
His head is 
ftill of thiclc 
thorns; the 
good man 
hangs along 
with the 
wicked. 



VI. 

Tre vnkyndef ))0U scbalt be kud, 
Mi sone step-Moder* I* J>e calle : 
72 Mi fruit was bom* wij> beestes on bed, 

And be my flesch* my flour gan falle, 

WiJ) my brestes* my brid I* fed; 

Cros* j)OU jeuest him* Eysel* and Galle ! 
76 Mi white Rose* Red is spred, 

pat fostred was in* a fodderes stalle ; 

Feet* and fa3rre hondes f 

pat nou ben croised* I* custe hem offce, 
80 I* lulled hem* I* leid hem softe : 

Cros ])ou boldest hem* hi^e on lofte 

Bou/wien-^in bledyng bondes* ! 



Unkind tree, 
my son's 
stepmother I 
call thee. 
My child was 
bom along 
with beasts. 
With my 
breasts I fed 
hun. 

My white rose 
is become red, 
even he that 
was fostered 
in a "fodder's 
stall." 

Feet and fair 
hands that 
now are 
crossed, oft 
have I kissed 
and lulled 
them, and 
laid them 
softly down. 
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I laUed aloft 
my love, and 
with cradle 
band I bound 
him. 

On the CroM 
he hangs; on 
thy stair naked 
and exposed 
to the wild 
wind. 



I may well be 
sorrowftil. 
Oodthead 
hath no rest, 
but leans on 
his shoulder- 
bone, and 
thorns pieroe 
hisfledi4| 



VII. 

Mi loue* i-loUed yp in )>6 eyr, 
Wi]> cradel bond* I* gan him bynde^ 
Gros he stike)i nou* on ]>i steir, 
Naked a-jeyn* J>e wylde wynde : 
Foules fourmen heor nestes' in )ie eyr, 
Wolues in den* reste ]>ei fynde, 
Bot Gbdes sone*, in heuene heir, 
His hed nou leone)>' on ]>omes tynde, 
Of Moumyng* I* may mynne f 
Qodes hed* ha)> reste non, 
But leone])* on his scholder bon; 
pe ])omes* )iorwh his flesch gon, 
His wo* I* wyte hit sinne : 



84 



88 



92 



So high thou 
boldest my 
son that his 
feet I cannot 
kiss. 

I thrust out 
my lips, I out- 
stretched my 
neck to kiss 
hisfset. 
The Jews 
drove me from 
the Cross, 
and on me 
madethebr 
mouths amiflB^ 
theh* games 
and their 
jokes. 

O Cross, thou 
bearestmy 
bird, beaten 
blue, along 
with fraud- 
ulent thieves. 



VIII. 

Cros to slen* hit is pi sleiht, 96 

Mi fayre fruit* ]>ou berest fro blis; 
Gros ]k)u boldest him so heih on hei3]>, 
Mi fruites feet* I' mai not kis; 
Mi mou)> I* pulte*, my sweore I* strei^t 100 

To cusse his feet*, so]) ]>ing hit is : 
pe lewes* from ]>e cros me kei^t, 
On me* ]>ei made heore mouwes amis, 
Heore games* and heore gaudesf 104 

pe lewes wroujten* me ful wo : 
Cros* I* fynde* ]>ou art my fo, 
pou berest my brid*, beten bio, 
A-mong ]>eose fooles fraudes* : 108 



IX. 



[Cross 
responds.] 



Cristes cros* jaf onswere: — 
Ladi to fe* I* owe honour. 
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pi brihte palmes* nou I* bere ; 

112 Mi schyning schewe)>* Jjorw \i flour, 
pi feire fruit* ou me giune]) tere ; 
pi fruit me florische}>' in blod colour 
To winne j^e world* yat lay in lure; 

116 pat Blosme Blomed* vp in J)i bour, 
Ac not for fe* al-onef 
But for to winne* all yia world, 
pat swelte* vndur ]>e deueles swerd : 

120 porw feet and bond* God let him gerd, 
To A-mende monnes mone* : 



Lady, fhy &tr 
fruit begfaia to 
ripen in me. 
It flouriahee 
on me with 
bloody liue. 
In order to 
win the lost 
world that 
blowom 
bloomed in 
thy bower, 
but not for 
thee alone, 
but to win all 
this world, 
that died 
under the 
deyil's sword. 



X. 



Adam dude* ful huge barmes, 
Whon he bot A bite* vndur a bouh, 
124 Wherfore ]>i sone* ha]y gprad his Armes, 

On a treo tyed' wij> teone I-nouh ; 

His flesch' is smite wi|> de]>es )>armes, 

And swelte]) heer-in* a swemly swouh ; 
128 His Breste is bored* wip de|>e8 swarmes, 

And wi]> his de]>* fro de)> he drouh 

Alle* his leoue freondesf 

As Ozie spac' in prophecie 
132 And seide — "J>i sone seinte Marie, 

His de]>* slou^ de)i* on Caluarie, 

3af lyf • wij?-outen endes* '* : 



Adam did 
huge harms 
when he bit 
a bite under a 
bough; 
wherefbre thy 
•on hath 
spread out his 
arms tied 
grievously to 
a tree. 
His flesh Is 
smitten with 
deatii's dint, 
and he dies 
herein in a 
swooning 
foint. 
As Isaiah 
spake: 
** His death 
slew death, 
and gave 

[fol. 316, 
eol. 2,] 

eternal life on 
Calvary." 



136 



140 



XL 

Pe stipre* Jiat is vnder pe vyne set 
May not bringe* forJ> J>e grape; 
peih ]>e fruit* on me beo knet. 
His scharpe schour* haue I* not schape: 
Til grapes' to fe presse beo set 
per rennej)* no red wyn* in rape ; 



The support 

of the vine 

produces not 

grapes. 

I have not 

sent the sharp 

shower to 

ripen the fruit 

hanghigon 

me. 

No red wine 
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■ untfl 

the grapes be 
•etin the 
press. 

I press wine 
for** knight 
and knave." 
Upon a 
bloody brink 
I press a 
grape with 
stroke and 
strife. 
In Samaria 
God gave a 
woman that 
precious 
liquor to 
drink. 



On Cross 
without edge 
of knife I 
cut fruit off 
God's trea- 
sure. 

I was pOIar, 
and bare a 
bridge. 
God is the 
way, the true 
way. 

None went to 
heaven until 
God died, and 
tau£^t them 
how thither 
men should 
gowheutbey 



Neuere presse' pressed bet, 

I* presse wyn* for kniht and knape: 

Vp-on a Blodi brinke 

I' presse a grape*, with strok and stryf, 144 

pe Rede wyn' renne)> ryf : 

In Samaritane* God jaf a wyf 

pat leof licour to drynke : 

XII. 

LAdi* loue do]) ])e to alegge 148 

pi fruit is prikked* wij> speres ord : 
On Cros*, wiJ)-outen knyiies egge, 
I- kerue fruit* of godes hord ; . 
Al is al red', Bib* and Bugge, 152 

His bodi blede))* a-^eyn )>e bord; 
I* was piler* and bar a brugge, 
God is weie', witnesse of word; 
God seij) he is* sojjfast weye i 166 

Mony folk slod* to belle slider, 
To heuene- mihte no mon fider, 
Til god dyed* and tau^te wbider 
Men drawen* whon Jjei dye*: 160 



In the Mosaic 
law a white 
lamb is the 
type of a 
saviour — ^tbe 
greatest of all 
meats. 

I was that 
chief beurer 
(of sins). 
Ibare flesh 
for the feast 
of folks. 
Christ,roasted 
in the sun, 
feeds both 
most and 
least. 

On me lay the 
Lamb of Love. 



XITI. 

Moyses ha]> fourmed*, in bis figour, 
A' whit lomb* and non ojier beste 
Schulde be sacred vr saueour, 
And be mete of mihtes meste; 
I* was )>at cheef chargeour, 
I* bar flesch* for folkes feste; 
IhesvL crist* vre saueour 
He fede]>* bo])e lest and meste, 
Bosted* a-jeyn ))e sonnef 
On me lay ))e lomb of loue, 



164 



168 
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I* was plater* his bodi a-boue, 
172 Til feet* and hondes* al-to cloue, 
WiJ) blood- I- was bi-ronne : 



Iwuthe 
platter which 
bare hiB body, 
until feet and 
hands were 
rent asunder. 



XIV. 

3 it Moyses* in Rule ba]> rad, 
We schulde ete vr lomb* in sour vergeous; 
176 Sour vergeous mai make* vr soules glad, 

To serwe sore* for sunnes ours; 

Sour vergeous schal make* Jje deuel a-drad, 

For he flecchej)* fro godes spous; 
180 Beo a staf* stonde]> sad, 

Whon ^e fongen flesch* in godes hous, 

pat staf* is Cristes Crouchef 

Stonde)> stifli* bi ]>at stake, 
184 Whon ))at 50 fongen* flesch in Cake, 

pen schal no feond* maystri make, 

3oure soules for to touche: 



Moses has 
bidden ns eat 
our lamb 
with sour 
verjuice. 
Sour verjuice 
may gladden 
our souls, and 
cause the devU 
to tremble. 



When ye eat 
Cli'rist's flesh 
in God's 
house, stand 
stiffly by the 
staifof 
Christ's Cross, 



188 



192 



196 



XV. 

Pr pordoun schewej)* be a shrine, 
WiJ> nayl* and brede* on bord is smite. 
Rede lettres* write be lyne, 
Bluwe* Blake* a-mong men pite: 
Vr lord I* likne* to j?is signe. 
His bodi* vppon a bord* was bite, 
In Briht blod* his bodi gau schyne ; 
Hou wo him was* may no mon wite, 
Red vp-on fe Roodef 
Vr pordoun brede*, from top too to, 
Writen hit was* wiJ) wonder wo, 
Wi)> Rede wourides* and strokes bio, 
Vre Book* was bounden in bloode* : 



Pardon on a 
tablet, writ- 
ten with red 
letters, mixed 
with blue and 
black, is be. 
tokened by 
Christ. 

His body 
upon a board 
was bent ; the 
blood illumi- 
nated his 
body, that 
shone red 
upon the 
Rood. 
Our pardon 
was written 
on his body 
from top to 
toe. 

Our book was 
bound in 
blood. 
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Adam 
drowned hit 
ghost in bitter 
gall; instead 
ofthiflgaU 
Ood gave us 
mead; with 
sweet mercy 
the bitterness 
is quenched. 
His body was 
the book, the 
Cross was the 
board, when 
Christ was 
clenched 
thereon. 
Were a man 
ever so blessed 
a saint no 
prayer could 
get pardon for 
him, until 
bookonboud 
was spread, 
dinted and 
driven with 
sharp nails, 
tiU feet and 
hands were 
riven. 



[fol.81«, 
col. 3.] 

I was the first 
press to 
. squeexe out 
the wine. 
Ibarea 
bridge to 
teach the 
way where 
seemly angels 
sit and sing. 
The Cross 
was a tablet 
of pardon. 
In book it is 
billed (writ- 
ten). 

When blood 
was written 
on Christ's 
body then was 
pardon 
obtained for 
siuneiB. 



XVI. 

Adam* stod vp in stede, 200 

In Bitter galle* his gost he dreint; 
A-^eyn J>at galle* Gtod jaf vs mede, 
WiJ) swete Merci* Bitter is queynt; 
His Bodi was Book* ^ Cros was brede^ 204 

Whon crist for vs* J)er-on was cleynt : 
No mon gat pordoun* wi)> no bede, 
Weor he neuere* so sely a seynt, 
Til book on bord* was spradf, 208 

Wi]i sharpe nayles* dunted and driue^ 
Til feet' and hondes* ai-to riue; 
His herte blod* vre book ha)> }iue, 
To make* yr gostes glad : 212 

XVII. 

Cristes Cros* jit spac ))is speche 
Furst was I* presse* wyn to wringe, 
I' here a Brugge*, wei to teche, 
per semely Aungeles* sitte and synge : 216 

Lord of loue* and lyues leche 
For J)e was set* sely sacrynge, 
To winne j?e world* J)at was in wreche; 
pe Cros was brede*, pardoun to bringe, 220 

Pardoun' In book is billed f 
What is pardoun* vppon to minne? 
Hit is forjiuenes' of dedly sinne; 
Whon blod was writen* on cristes kinne, 224 

Pardoun was* fulfilled : 



[Respondit 
Maria:] 
O Cross, 
wonder not 
though I be 
wroth. 







XVIII. 

ure ladi seide* Cros of J)i werk 
Wonder j)e not*, ^e^ I* be wroJ)e, 
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228 



232 



236 



pas seide Poule*, Cristes clerk; — 
pe feoUe lewes*, wi)> false o^^ 
lewes* ston hard, in sinnes merk, 
Beoten a lomb* wi]y-outen lo)>e, 
Softur ])en watur* yndiir serk, 
Meode* or* Milk* medled bo)>e! 
pe lewes' weoren harde stones f 
Softur yen w&tu/r' or eny licour, 
Or dew^ )>at li))' on ye lilie flour 
Was cristes bodi* in blod colour, 
pe lewes wolden* ha broken his bones* 



The f«ll Jews, 
atone-hearted 
in dark tiiu, 
have beaten 
a lamb, 
■ofterthan 
water nnder 
•Idrt ; softer 
than milk or 



together. 
Like bar 



bard 



the Jews. 
Softer than 
dew on the 
lUly-flower 
wasChrLit's 
body in 
bloody 
ooloun. 



240 



244 



248 



XIX. 

And mony A prophete* gan make mon, 
And seide* ^Mord send us yi lomb 
Out of ye wildernesses ston, 
To fende vs* from ye lyon cromp :'' 
Of mylde mount of Syon 
Be-com mon% In A Maydens womb, 
Made a bodi*, wi)> blessed bon, 
In a Maidens blod* yi bodi flomb : 
At Barreres* weore debate f 
porw) stones' In ye wildemes 
Men mi^te better* ha crepet I*-wis, • 
pen bored' in-to heuene blis, 
Til blod* brae vp ye jate' : 



Many a pro- 
phet moaned, 
and said, 
" Lord, send 
vs thy Lamb 
ont of the 
stone of the 
wlldemen, to 
defend ue 
Ihnn the 
lion's paw." 



Men might 
more easily 
creep through 
the stones of 
the wilderness 
than bore 
their way 
into heaven's 
bliss. 

But blood 
brake open 
the gate. 



XX. 



252 Qin monnes sone* was so nedi, 
^ To beo lad* wij) lomb mylde, 
Whi weore gylours* so gredi 
For to defoule* my faire childel 

256 Cros whi weore J)OU* so redi 

To rende my fruit*, feor in fylde? 



Why were 

beguilersso 

gTMdyto 

defile my fair 

child? 

O Gross, why 

wast thou 80 

ready to rend 

n\y ofl%pring? 
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[Cross 
replies :] 



Lady.to t 
the devU 
alraid, God 
shaped me as 
a shield 
against 



lama 

cho8en,choioe 
relick that no 
devil dare 
abide. 



Ladi to make* ye deuel dredi, 

God schop me a scheld'^ schame to schilde, 

Til lomb of loue* dyede f 

And on me jeld )je gost* wij) vols; 

I* was chose* a Eelik chois, 

pe signe of Jhesvi cristes crois, 

per dar no deuel* a-byde : 



260 



264 



XXI. 



Many folk I 
defend from 
their foe. 
[crux 

respondit :] 
Heaven's 
gates were 
closed close 
witil the 
Lamb of Love 
died. 

Mankind was 
tied in heU 
until Christ 
died and rose. 
At noon the ^ 
Lamb of Lov^ 
said " It is 
finished." 
Mankind are 
unbound, and 
heaven's 
doors are 
opened* 



Moni folk I* fende* from heore fos: 
Cristes Cros* )>i8 sawes seide: — 
Heuene ^ates* weore closed clos 
Til J)e lomb* of loue dyede, 
pis is write* in tixt* and glos : 
Aftur Cristes def* prophetes preide : 
Til )>e lomb of loue* dyed and ros 
In helle pyne* monkynde was teyde; 
At boure of bis none i 
pe lomb of loue* seyde bis Jjoujt — 
Nou is folfuld* j>at wel is wrou5t, 
A Mon is out of bondes brou^t 
And heuene dores* vndone: • 



268 



272 



276 



XXII. 



The Cross 
said: 



I was a pillar 
and stood 
full stUl. 
The devil's 
sword was 
rendered 



Christ's Cross 
hath cracked 
the devil's 
crown. 



Wi]> ))e Fader* )>at al schal folfiUe, 
His sone to heuene is an help, 
I- was piler- and stod ful stille : 
After oywr ^iftes* now gostes jelp, 
pe fend* Jiat al J>is world wolde kille, 
His swerd he pulte vp- in his kelp; 
To helle he horlede* from ))at hille, 
Beerynge* as a Beore whelp: 
A beore is bounden* and beted ' 
Cristes Cros* haj) craked his croun, 



280 



284 
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288 pe lomb ha)> leid* ye Lyoun a-doun; 
pe lomb is lord* in eueri toun, 
So Cristes blod* ha]> pleted : 



The lamb 
hath subdued 
the lion. 
The Iamb Is 
lord in every 
town. 



292 



296 



300 



XXIII. 

In holy writ* |>is tale is herde, 
pat goode jiftes- god vs jaf ; 
God sei|> him-self* he is schepherde, 
And Yche an heerde* bi-houe]) a staf ; 
pe Cros' I- calle* ye heerdes jerde, 
per-wi]> ye deuel* a dunt he ^af, 
And wij> ye jerde* ye wolf he werde, 
Wiy duntes' drof him al to draf : 
pe Cros' )>is tale toldef 
pat he was staf* in ye heerdes bond, 
Whon schep breken* out of heore bond, 
pe wolf he wered* out of lond 
pat deuoured' cristes fblde : 



Christ is a 
shepherd, and 

[fol. 316 br 
ooLl.] 
every shep- 
herd needs a 
staff. 

The Cross Is 
the shepherd's 
crook. 

Therewith he 
gave the devil 
a dint, and 
frightened the 
wolf, and 
drove him 
with the dints 
alltodzaff. 



XXIV. 

304 ^it seide* ye Meke Marie— 

J Roode* yovL reendest my Rose al red : 
preo lewes coomen* from Caluari 
pat day* |>at Ihe^u |>oled ded, 

308 Alle yei seiden* J>ei weore sori, 
For-dolled* in a drouknyng dred; 
pei tolden hem alle* wherfore* and whi 
Heore hertes were colde*, as lumpyng led ; 

312 pe furste* heore tale toldef 

Whon crist was knit* with corde on a stok 

His bodi bledde* a-^ein ]>at blok, 

porw feet and hondes* nayles gan knok, 

316 pen gan myn herte* to colde* : 



[respondit 
Maria.] 
O Cross, thou 
rendest my 
red rose. 
Three Jews 
came from 
Calvary the 
day Christ 
died, and sidd 
they were 
sorry and sore 
afraid. 

The first said : 
« On the 
Cross Christ's 
blood ran 
down the 
block. 

Through feet 
and hands 
nails were 
knocked. 
Then my 
heart b^n 
to grow cold." 
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TbtMoond 
•aid: 

"It was not 
that that 
caused me to 
be florrowfi]), 
■o much ai the 
letting np of 
the Cross 
after he was 
nailed 
tiiereon. 
Then the 
nails rent his 
hands and 
feet. 

The hard hat 
of thorns 
pierced his 
head. 
His Joints 
were dis- 
jointed, I 
perceived. 
Then wept I 
water, and 
tears did 
flow ; to caie 
Iwas 
inclined.** 



The third 
said: 

"Those pains 
you have told 
were the least 
he endured. 
Methougfat 
this pain was 
the greatest. 
All his flesh 
was flayed, 
and a sword 
went through 
Maxy*8 breast. 
Out of the 
Cross the 
knife came 
then. 

8he fell down 
in swoon 
thereat, but 
the Jews by 
tens and by 
twelves 
danced before 
her and 
mocked her 
grief.* 



XXV. 

PE Secounde seide nay* not jjat* 
pat dude serwe* in-to myn herte schete; 
But whon )>e Roode ros* and doun was squat, 
pe najles* renten bim hondes and feete, 320 

porw-out his helm* ]>e harde hat 
pe ]>omes' in-to his flesch gan crepe. 
His loyntes* vn-Ioynet* I* tok good gat ; 
po weop I* water* and teres leete, 324 

To care I* was enclyned i 
In doddres of blod* his her was clunge, 
pe flesch was from* )>e bones swonge, 
Drui^e drinkeles* was his tonge, 328 

His lippes to clouen* and chyned*: 

XXVI. 

PE ]^ridde seide* |>is ]>ouhte me lest 
Of ]>eose peynes' and o)>er mo, 
pis peyne |>ouhte me* peyne mest; 
Al his flesch* he let of flo, 
His Mylde Moder- stod him nest, 
Loked ypward' And hire was wo, 
A Bwerd swapped hire* J)orw )>e brest: 
Out of J)e cros* J)e knyf com Jk), 
pis siht sauh I* my-seluef 
pe swerd of loue* ]>orw hire gan launce, 
Heo swapte on swownyng* )>orw ^cct chaunce ; 340 
To scomen hire* ]>ei gan daunce, 
lewes* bi ten* and twelue*: 



332 



336 



Mary said: 
Since the 
three Jews 



S 



XXVII. 

in lewes made* so muchel mon, 
To seon my brid*, bounden in brere, 



344 
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348 



352 



In sad serwyng* moste I* gon* 

To seon blodi* mj chyldes chere: 

Fadres* and Modres* )»at walken in won 

Schul loue heore cluldren' beo skiles clere; 

peose two loues' weore in me al-on. 

For £ader and moder* I* was here, 

peose two loues' in me weore dalt f 

I* was fader* of his flesch, 

His Moder hedde* an herte nesch, 

Mi serwe flowed* as water fresch, 

Weopyng* and wo* I* wait : 



bewailed the 
■nflbrings of 
my son, it 
b«^ovedine 
to giye way to 
sorrow when 
Isawinysoji*s 
IsoeaU 
bloody. 
FathMv and 
mothers both 
love their 
children. 
These two 
loves were 
centered In 
me. 

I was father 
andmothOT 
here. 



356 



360 



364 



368 



I 



XXVIII. 

N me weore tacched* sorwes two, 
In )>e fiader* mihte non a-bjde, 
For he was eaere' in reste and Ro, 
loyned* in his loyes wyde, 
I* serwed sore* for to sei so : 
I- say whon )>at my derlyng dide, 
WiJ) duntes* he was to dejie i-do, 
Vp-on a tre* his bodi was soyled; 
Whon trou]>e is (old* and darted f 
Of alle loyes* God is welle, 
per mihte no serwe* in him dwelle, 
I* serwed sore* as Clerkes telle, 
Mi pyne* was not departed* : 



Afather'sand 
a mother's 
sorrow WW* 
felt by me. 
The ftither in 
rest and peace 
' could feel no 



I sorrowed 
sore to see 

pnjr dttrling 

done to death 
by dints, and 
his body 
defiled on a 



God is wen of 
an Joys, no 
sorrow could 
abide to Him. 



372 



XXIX. 

T-|E hattore loue* J>e caldore care, 

M Whon frendes fynde* heore fruit defoyled; 

pe dispitous lewes* noldc not spare, 

Til trie fruit* weore tore and toyled ; 

Neuer Mayden* Moumede mare, 

I' sauh my child* ben surded and soyled, 



The hotter the 
love, the 
colder the 
grief. 
The cruel 
Jews would 
not cease 
until the fruit 
was torn and 
qwilt. 

[fol. 316 &, 
col. 2.] 
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I saw my Bon 
defiled, and 
IMS. 
hmoykd, 
my heart was 
torn by the 
sword of 
sorrow. 
For I saw my 
son bemoiled 
with blood, as 
Simeon had 
foretold. 



Myn herte to-clef- wi)> swerd of car6 ; 
!• sauj my brid' wtt^ blod bem-oyled^ 
As. Symeon- seide beo-fom f , 
pe swerd of serwe*, scharp T-grounde, 
Schulde jiue* myn herte a wounde ; 
In more wo* J>en I* was bounde 
Neuer« buirde' ha)> bom* : 



376 



380 



At the cruci- 
fixion the 
dead did 
wake, the day 
turned to 
dun night, the 
mirk moon 
made mourn- 
ing, the light 
leapt out of 
the sun, the 
temple walls 
did shiver and 
shake. 
The veils in 
the temple 
spun in two. 
O Cross, why 
wouldst thou 
not crack 
when 
righteous 
blood ran 
down thee, 
and when kin 
lost kin ? 
Thou didst 
stand stifFas 
a mast when 
life departed. 



St. Denis said 
that the whole 
world went 
then to wreck. 
He saw the 
planets lose 
their 
brightness. 



St. Denis said 
the day of 
doom draws 
to an end. 



XXX. 

PE dede* wor)>ily gan wake, 
pe dai t^wTied- to nihtes donne, 
pe Merke Mone* gan Moumyng make, 384 

pe lyht out leop- of ]>e sonne, 
pe temple walles- gan chiuere' and scbake, 
Veiles in ]>e temple* a-two J)ei sponne : 
Cros* whi noldestou not crake, 338 

Whon rihtful blod* on )>e was ronne, 
And kuyndes- losten heore kendef: 
Whon my fruit* on J>e was fast, 
Cros* whi weore J>ou not a-gast? 392 

pow stod fitif* as eny mast, 
Whon lyf* left vp his ende*: 

XXXI. 

TTThon Jjat Prince* of Paradys 
^^ Bledde* bojie brest* and bak; 396 

An hejjene clerk* was seint Denys, 
He seide* J>is world* wente al to wrak, 
He sau5 >« planetes passen* out of here prig, 
pe brihte sonne* gan waxen blak; 400 

pe Clerk* J>at was so wonderly wys 
Wonder wordes* J>er he spak, 
Denys* }?is grete Clerk seide f 
peday of doom- drawej) to an ende, 404 
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Al vr kuyndes* ha)> lost tt kende; 
Til God ))at dyed* for vch a kuynde 
For Monnes kuynde deyde* : 



All things did 
act against 
their nature 
whiJe Christ 
was dying for 
all mankind. 



XXXII. 

408 T^oules fellen* out of heore fliht, 

-*- Beestes gan Belwe* in eueri binne : 
Cros* whon Crist* on ]>e was cliht, 
Whi noldestou not* of moumyng minne? 

412 pe Cros seide* ladi briht, 

I- bar ones J>i fruit* for monnes sinne, 

More to amende* monnes riht 

pen for eny weolfe* )>at I- gan winne; 

416 Wi)> blod- God bou^te his broker f 
Whon Adam* Godes biddyng brak; 
He hot a bite* fat made vs blak, 
Til fruit weore tied* on treo wi)> tak*, 

420 0' fruit* for anojjer' : 



Fowls fell out 
of their flight, 
beasts did 
bellow in 
theh: bins. 
O Cross, when 
Christ was 
bstened on 
thee, why 
didst thou not 
give way to 
grief? 
The Cross 
thus replies : 
"I did bear 
thy fruit for 
man's sins, 
more to 
amend man's 
right than to 
gain any 
wealth. 
Adam's biting 
a bit of apple 
made us all 
bhick, until a 
fruit was tied 
with tack on 
tree. 



XXXIII. 

Sin Cristes Cros* fat kepef jifte 
Graunted* of J>e fadres graunt, 
I* was loked* I* schulde vp-liffce 

424 Godes sone* and maydenes faunt, 
No Mon hedde* scheld of schrifte ; 
pe deuel stod lyk* A lyon raumpaunt, 
Mony folk* In-to helle he clihte, 

428 Til fe crosses dunt* ^af him a daunt; 
Mi dedes are bounden' and booked f 
Alle ye werkes* fat I* haue wrouht 
Weore fouwden* in fe Faderes' fore-fouht, 

432 perfore ladi- lakkef me nouht, 
1* dude* as me was looked : 



I was ordained 
to uplift God's 
Son, else there 
would be no 
shield against 
the devil. 



The devil 
stood like a 
lion rampant, 
and many folk 
he carried off 
to hell, until 
the Cross's 
dint gave him 
a check. 



10 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



146 



DISPUTE BETWEEN MARY AND THE CKOSS. 



XXXIV. 



Through 
blood and 
water 

Christendom 
was wrought. ' 

Andaman 
maybe 
baptized in 
Christ's blood 
by virtue of 
true belief. 



Christened we 
were in red 
blood when 
Christ bled on 
the Cross of 
Cypress and 
Olive. 



Porw Blod* amd Wattw- crifiliendam was wrouht, 
Holy writ* witneflse}? hit wel, 
And in wille* of BO]>ft,st ]>ouht, 
A Mon mai' be eristened skil; 
pat blod* )>at us alle bouht 
Digne cristenyng- gan vs del ; 
At cristenyng* crist for-jat vs nouht, 
His blessede blod* whon we gan fel : 
Maiden* Moder* and Wyuef 
pi fruit ha]) 3iuen vs baptem, 
Cristened we weore* In Red rem, 
Whon his bodi bledde* on J>e Beem, 
Of Cipresse. and Olyue- : 



436 



440 



444 



XXXV. 



Jesus said to 
Nicodemus 
that we must 
be born 
again, first in 
the flesh, next 
in the font. 



[fol. 316 6. 
eol. 3.] 



Had I not 
borne Christ, 
mankind 
would have 
been left in a 
forlorn lodge, 
there to grunt 
and groan. 



AS Ihew seide* to Nichodemw* • 
"But a Barn* be twyjes bom, 
Whon domw«-day schal blowen his bemw«, 
He may elles liggen* loddere for-lorn, 
Furst of a wombe% J>er reujje r%mu8y 
SiJ>J)e in a font", ])er synne awey is schom": 
I* was cros' to monnes quemiw, 
I- bar Jie fruit* J>ow bar bi-fom, 
For \\ beryng" Al-onef 
But jif I- hedde* I'-boren him eft, 
From riche reste* mon hedde beo-reft 
In a loren logge* I*-left', 
Ay to grunte* and grone* : 



448 



452 



456 



XXXVI. 



Thou art 
heaven's 
queen, thy 



lou art I'-Crouned- heuene queue, 
porw )>e burjje- J>at J)ou beere, 



460 
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464 



468 



472 



pi garlond is al* of graces grene, 
Helle Emperesse- in heuene Empere ; 
I' am a Relyk' ]>at shine]? shene, 
Men wolde wite* wher ))at I* were, 
At J>e paHement* wol I* bene, 
On domes-day prestly a-pere; 
Whon Ihe^u schal seye* riht J>ere i 
"Trewely vppon ]>e Roode tre 
Mon* I dyede for fe ; 
Mon what hastou* don for me* 
To beon- my frendly feere* 1 " 



garland is of 
green graces, 
and thou art 
even empress 
of hell. 
I am a relick 
that shines 
clear, and at 
the parlia- 
ment to be 
held on 
Doomsday 
men shall see 
me appear. 
Then shall 
Jesus say : 
Man, I died 
fortlieeonthe 
Crose ; what 
hast thou done 
for me to b« 
worthy of my 
friendly 
fellowship,? 



XXXVII. 

At J>e parlemewt* shul puiten vp pleynyng, 
Hon Maydenes fruit* on me gan sterue, 
Spere* and spounge* and sharp nayling, 

476 porw )>e harde hat* J>e heued shal kerue, 
Shul preie* to }>at rihtful kyng : 
Vche mon schal haue* as J>ei a seme, 
Rihtful schul ryse* to riche restyng, 

480 Truyt- and tripet* to helle shal sterue: 
Mayden Meoke and Myldef 
God haj> taken in ^' his fleschly trene 
I' bar ]>i fruit* leoJ)i and lene; 

484 Hit is riht J)e Roode* helpe to a-rene 
Wrecches* ))at wraJ)J>e J>i chylde* : 



At that 
parliament 
complaint 
shall uprise. 



Each shall 

have as they 

deserve that 

day. 

The righteous 

shall ascend to 

a rich resting. 

place. 

Tlie wicked 

shall die in 

hell. 

I bore thy 

fruit, and it is 

right that I 

should help to 

arraign the 

wicked that 

injured thy 

chUd.- 



XXXVIII. 

PE queen a-cordet* wij> ]>e cros 
And a-jeyn him spak* no more speche ; 
488 pe queen 5af* ]>e Cros a cos, 
pe ladi of loue* loue gan seche, 
peij hire fruit* on him were* dijt to dros, 
Whon rendyng ropws* gan him reche : 



The queen 
agreed with 
the Cross, and 
gave it a kiss. 

She even 
began to love 
the Cross. 
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Christ's Cross 
has kept us 
from loss. 
So does 
Mary's 
prayers and 
God our 
leecli. 
The queen 
bore fruit 
first, and the 
Cross after- 
wards, to 
deliver us 
from hell. 



Cristes cros* ha)> kept vs from los, 
Maries preyers* And God vr leche, 
pe qween* and ye Cros* a corde : 
pe qween bar furst* ]>e cros afturward, 
To fecche folk* from helleward, 
On holy stayers' to steyen vpward 
And regne* wij> Qod vr lorde* : 



492 



496 



XXXIX. 



The Clerk 
that made 
this allegory 
of Mary's woe 
for our 
instruction 
was a witness 
of Christ's 
passion. 
But the Cross 
is a cold 
creature, deaf 
and dumb, 
though it has 
been here, 
metaphori. 
cally, en- 
dowed with 
life. 

None ever 
heard Christ's 
Cross speak, 
nor did our 
Lady lay any 
blame upon it. 



PE Clerk* ]>at fourmed* )>is figour 
Of Maries wo* to wite som, 
He saih hiw-self* J)at barde stour, 
Whon godes Armtw* weore rent aroum; 
pe Cros is a cold* Creatour, 
And euere ^it baj) ben* def* and dom, 
peij ))is tale beo florisshed* with faire flour, 
I* preue bit* on Apocrafiim; 
For witnesse* was neuer foundetf 
pat neuere cristes cros spak, 
Oure ladi leide* on bim no lak, 
Bot to pulte* ye deuel a-bak, 
We speke* bou crist was woundet* : 



500 



604 



508 



XL. 



In fleshly 
weed Ood did 
him hide. 
Of gentle 
maid was he 
bom to 
bleed. 



On a stock- 
like steed He 
rode, we read, 
' in red array. 



From devil's 
dread may 



IN Flessbly wede 
God gan bim bede, 
Of Mylde May 
Was bore to blede, 
As Cristes Crede 
So]>ly wol say; 
On a stokky stede y 
He Rod* we Rede, 
In Red Array ; 
From deueles drede 



512 



516 



520 
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524 



528 



pat Duyk vs lede, 

At domes-day : 

Whon peple* schal parte" and pacef 

To heuene halle* or to helle woode, 

Cristes cros* and cristes blode 

And Marie preiers*, J>at ben ful goode, 

Grant vs J>e lyf* of grace* Amen. 



tfaAt duke lead 
UB upon 
Doomsday. 

When people 
shall part to 
heaven or to 
hell, may 
Christ's Cross 
and Mary's 
prayers obtain 
for us the life 
of grace. 



Explicit disputacio inter Mariam 
et Crucem. Secundum Apocrafum. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IX. 



[* Donee 
MS. 126, fol. 
90 6.] 



[WITH AN AND AN /*.] 



God came into 
this world, 
and died for 
the love of 



His body hung 
black and 
wan on the 

Cro8S. 



/^ odys sone ]>at was so fre, 
" In-to J>is world he cam, 
And let hym naylyn vp-on a ire, 

Al for ]>e loue of man ; 
His fayre Wod J>at waa so fre, 

Out of his body it ran, 
A dwelful sy5te it was to se; 

His body heng blak cmd wan, 

WiJ) an O and an I. 



The crown of 
thorns pierced 
his head. 



To a pillar he 
was bound. 



In his bitter 
passion he 
ever thought 
of man. 



II. 

His coroune was mad of |>om 

And prikkede in-to his panne, 
Bojje by hynde cmd a forn ; 

To a piler y-bowndyn 
Thesn was swijje sore. 

And suffrede many a wownde 
pat scharp and betere wore. 

He hadde vs euere in mynde, 
In al his harde J>rowe, 

And we ben so vnkynde, 
We nelyn hym nat yknowe, 

WiJ) an O amd an I. 



12 



16 



20 
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24 



28 



32 



III. 

But-jif we loue hym trewe, 
Houre peynys ben in helle, 

Jarkyd euere newe; 

Who so wele loue trewe 

Bybold ihesu on J>e croys, 

How he heng pale of hewe, 
And cryde wi]> mylde voys. 
Me ))risti)) he gan to kalle, 
pe iewis herdyn J>ys, 

Eysel meynt wi)> galle 
pey bedyn hym y-wys, 
With an O and an I. 



Love Christ, 
and look to 
the Cross, 



and see how 
he cried for 
drink. 



The Jews 
gave him 
vinegar and 
gall. 



IV. 

His J>rist was to seyje 
For loue of manys soule, 
36 Hym longede for to dey^e ; 
Who so be proud in herte 
Pynk on god al-my^t 

And on his wowwdys smerte, 
40 How rewly he was a-dy5t ; 
Godys sone in trone, 
pat hey^est is of my^t, 
Tok batayle a-lone 
44 For oure loue to fy5t, 

With an O and an I. 



Jesus longed 
to die. 



For love of us 
he did battle 
alone. 



V. 

pe batayle was so stronge, 
At many a betyr wownde. 
48 pe ryche blod out spronge : 

Trewe turtyl corounyd on hylle, 
pat heyjest art of kynde, 
py loue chaungyj) my wille, 



In this battle 
the blood 
flowed out. 
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WITH AN AND AN /• 



I will forsake 
the devil, and 

[fol. 91.] 
serve the 
gracioiis lady 
St. Mary. 



Whan Jjou comyst in my mynde ; 

pe fend I forgake anon^ 
THor on lady so hende; 
-*- To seruyn ]>e lady fan wil I gon, 
For jhe is of my kende, 

With an O And an L 



52 



56 



I am one of 
those whom 
thy sorrow 
has redeemed. 



VI. 
Ich am on of ]>o 

pat J>y sone bou5te dere, 
He schal me nat for-go. 



60 



AMEN 
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X. 



[WITH AN FOE AN /*.] 

As J>ou for holy churche rijt 

Bare J>e blody face, 
To J>e y praye, boJ>e day cmd ny5t, 
4 Of ioye sende me a space. 

Wij) an O. for wnd an I. a space for to a-byde, 
Thu bere myn amde to J>at lord. J>at bare J)e blody syde. 
If Ihe^u kyng in trone, 
8 Lord in magest^ 

To J>e y make my mone 

WiJ> herte good and fre. 
Frendes haue y none 
12 That wolde me knowe ne se, 

My wonynge ys allone, 
Lord wel wo ys me 1 
WiJ) an O. amd an I. My wonynge is wel wykke, 
16 Frendes haue y fewe, My fomen walkej? Jjykke. 



[♦ Douce 
MS. 128, fol. 

258.] 



To thee who 
snflbred for 
holy Church, 
I pray for joy. 



JesuB, to thee 
I make my 



I have no 
friends, and I 
am very 
sorrowftil. 



I have few 
friends, but 
many foes. 
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PKFrom THE INVENTION OF THE HOLY CROSS*. 

Caxtoii*8 
Golden 
Legend, third 

foi.cxxxi. ' f\f thynuencion of the holy crosse cmd first of this word 
^^ Inuencion / 



Sow™ nnSe Inuencion of the holy crosse is sayd by cause that this 
aSd^otheraf*** ^7^ *^® ^^^7 crossc was founden* for tofore it was founden 

S'^ai^"*** of seth in paradyse* terrestre / Lyke as it shall be sayde here- 
after : and also it was founden of salamon in the monte of 
lybane and of the queue of saba / in the temple of salamon 
And of the lewes in the water of pyscyne* And on this 
daye it was founden of Helayne in the mounte of caluarye/ 

fiS^^of^the TH^® ^^^y Crosse was founden two hondred yere after the 

SwGospeiof resurrexcion of our lord* It is redde in the gospell of 

teibh^Sseth nychodemus / that whan Adam wexed seek: Seth his sone 

Smdfaefor weutc to the yatc of paradyse terrestre for to gete the oyle of 

^roy.^' mercy for to enoynte wyth alle his faders body : Thenne ap- 

pyered to hym saint mychell thaungell and said to hym/. 

traueyle not the in vayne/for this oyle. for thou mayst not 

haue it tyll fine thousand and fyue hondred yere ben passed / 

how be it that fro Adam vnto the passyon of our lord were 

[*foi. but fyue M cmd *xxxiij yere / In another place it is redde 

col. 1.] ' that the aungell broughte hym a braunche. and commaunded 

hym to plante it in the mounte of lybanye. Yet fynde we 

in another place : that he gaaf to hym of the tree that adam 

1 The first edition (1483) is in the British Museum, but was overlooked till this piece and 
the next were in type. 
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ete of / And sayd to hym that whan ]>at bare fruyte he shold be 
guarysshed and all hool/Whan seth came agayn, he founde 
his fader deed / and planted this tree vpon his graue / And 
it endured there vnto the tyme of aa\a,mon / cmd by cause he cross Si'time 
sawe that it was fayre / he dyde doo hewe it doun / and sette it 
in his hows named saltus / cmd whan the queue of saba came 
to vysyte Salamon / She worshypped this tree by cause she 
sayde the sauyour of all the world shold be ha,nged theron / 
by whom the royame of the lewes shall be defaced and seace : 
Salamon for this cause made it to be taken vp and doluen 
depe in the grounde / Now it happed after that they of Iheru- J^jjjjj^^ 
' salem : dyde doo make a grete pyte for a pyscyne : where as J^J'^^J?'* 
the mynysters of the temple shold wesshe theyr bestes J?at ^***^<**« 
they sholde sacrefyse / and there founde this tree / cmd this 
pyscyne hadde suche vertue that the aungels descended cmd 
jaeuyd the water / And the fyrst seek man that descendyd in 
to the water after the meuynge / was made hool of what 
Bomeuer sekenesse he was seek of* And whan the tyme ap- 
proched of the passyon of our lord / thys tree aroos out of the 
water and floted. aboue the water / And of this pyece off tymbre 
made the lewes the crosse of oure lord / Thenne after this 
hystorye : the crosse by whiche we ben saued . came of the tree 
by whiche we were dampned / cmd ^ water of that pyscyne 
had not this vertue onely of the aungel : but of the tree / 
Wyth this tree wherof )>® crosse was made there was a tree 
that wewte ouerthwarte* on whyche the armes of our lord 
were * nayled / And another pyece aboue whiche was the table / [* foi. 
wherin the tytle was wryten : and another pyece whenn J)® 001.2.] 
sokette or morteys was maade that the body of the crosse 
stood- in: Soo that there were foure manere of trees That is The Cross 

consisted of 

of palme of cypres / of cedre and of olyue / Soo eche of thyse four kinds of 
foure pyeces was of one of these trees: This blyssyd crosse The Cross was 

^ hidden for 

was put in the erthe and hid by the space of an C yere and P®"^^"^"® 
more* But the moder of themperour whiche was named y®*"* 
helayne founde it in this manere / For constantyn came wyth 
a grete multjrtude of barbaryns nyghe vnto the rjnier of the 
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dunoe / whiche wold haue goon ouyr for to haue destroyed al 
the countr^ And whan constantyn hadde assembled hys 
hoost / He wente and sette them ageynst that other partye / 
but assone as he heg&n to passe the ryuer : he was moche 
aferd / by cause he shold on the mom haue batayle / And in 
the nyght as he slepte in his bedde : an angel awoke hym* 
and shewed to hym the sygne of the crosse in heuen and sayd 
Constantine's ^q Yiyca I Beholdo on hye on heuen / Thenne sawe he the crosse 

vision of the "^ 

Cross. made of ryght clere lyght / and was wryten there vpon wyth 

lettres of gold / In this sygne thou shalt ouercome the batayle / 

By help of the Thenne was he alle comforted of this visyon / And on the 

token of the 

Cross he mome / he Dut in his banere the crosse : and made it to be 

defeats his Z "*^*"^ ' * 

enemies. ^^^^^ tofore hym and his hoost. and after smo[te] in the hoost 
of his enemyes: and slewe cmd chaced grete plenty / After 
this he dyde doo calle the bysshoppes of the ydoUis / and 
demaunded them to what god the sygne of the crosse apper- 
teyned : cmd whan the[y] coude not answere somme crysten 
men bat were there tolde to hym the mysterye of the crosse* 
and enformed him in the faith of the trynyt^. Thenne anone 
C*foi. he byleued parfytele in god / owc^ dyde do baptyse hym *and 

«>^-iO after it happed that constantyn his sone remembryd the vyc- 

torye of his fader : Sente to helayne his moder for to fynde 

Helena goes the holy crosse Thenne helayn wew[t]e in to Iherusalem / and 
'toe'^SL''' dyde doo assemble alle the wyse men of the countre : cmd whan 
they were assembled / they wolde fayne knowe wherfore they 
were called : Thenwe one ludas sayd to them : I wote wel J)at 

JSrtJ^'SS she wyl knowe of vs where the crosse of Ihesu cryst was leyed : 

th!f c^ but beware you al / that none of you telle hyr / For I wote 
well thenwe shal our lawe be destroyed For zacheus myn 
olde fader sayd to symon my fader / And my fader sayde to 
me at his deth : be wel ware : that for noo tourment that ye 
maye suflfre / telle not where the crosse of Ihesu cryst was leyde 
For after that it shall be founden- the lewes shall reygne no- 
more, but the crysten men that worshyppe the crosse shal 
thenne reygne. And verayly this Ihesus was the sone of god : 
Thenne demaunded I my fader: whe[r]fore had they hanged 



« 



Judas tells the 
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hym. on the crosse S3i;hen it was knowen that he was the sone 
of god. Thenne he sayd to me feyre sone I neuer accorded 
therto : But gaynsayd it alwaye / but the pharysees dyde it 
by cause he repreuyd tbeyr vyses / but he aroos on ^ thirde 
daye and his discyples seeyng he ascended in to heuen / Thenne 
by cause that Stephen thy broder bylyued in hym the lewes 
stoned hym to deth / Thenne whan ludas had sayde thyse 
wordes to hys felawes / they answerd we neuer herde of suche 
thynges* Neuerthelesse kepe the wel yf the queue demaunde 
the therof • J>at thou saye nothyng to hyr / whan J)® queue 
had called them / and demaunded the3an the place where our 
lord Ihesu cryst had be crucefyed / they wold neuer telle ne The Jews 

would not ten 

ensygne hyr : Thenne commaunded she to brenne thew alle / Helena where 

^^ ^ ' theCroaawM 

but thenrae they doubted and *were aferde / and delyuerd [*foi. 

ludas to her \and\ sayd / Lady this man is the sone of a pro- ooi. 2.] 

phete and of a lust man and knoweth ryght wel the lawe /****** ®"°^* 

and can telle to you all thynge wat ye shall demaunde hym / 

Thenne the quene lete all the other go and reteyned ludas 

wythout moo / Thenne she shewed to hym his lyf and dethe 

and bad hym chese whiche he wold* Shewe to me sayd she 

the place named golgata : where our lord was crucefyed by 

cause / and to the ende that we maye fynde the crosse / Thenne 

sayd ludas it is two C yeres passed and more / and I was not 

thenne yet bom / Thenne sayd to him the lady / by hym that Helena 

was crucefyed. I shal make the perysshe for hungre. yf thou telle •'"^**- 

not to me the trouthe / Thenne made she hym to be caste in to 

a drye pytte / and there tourmented hym by hungre / and euyll 

reste. whan he had ben seuen dayes in that pytte / Then/ie Judas at last 

consents to 

sayd he yf I myght be drawen out : he shold saye the find the 
trouthe / Thenne he was drawen out / and whan he came to 
the place / anon the erthe moeuyd and a fumme of grete swete- 
nesse was felte in suche wyse that ludas smote his hondes 
to-gyder for ioye* and said in trouthe Ihesu cryst thou art the 
sauyor of the world / It was so that Adryan the Emperour 
had do make in the same place where the crosse laye a temple 
of a goddesse by cause that all they that came in that place 
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shold adore dui^ goddesse But the quene dyde do destroye 

J)® temple / Thenne Iisdas made hym redy and began to dygge / 

And whan he came to xx paas depe / he founde thre crosses 

And broi^it iban. to the qveiie / And bj Gamn hd knewe not 

whiche was the crosse of our lord he leyed them in the mydle 

of }y^ cyt^ : and abode the demonstraunce of god : cmd aboute 

the houre of none / there was the corps of a yonge man brought 

[• foi. to be bu*ryed / ludas reteyned ^ byere cmd layed vpon it 

col. 1] ' one of the crosses / and after the second, and whan he layed 

Th« true ou it the thyrdo / anone the body that was deed came agayn 

found. to lyf / Thenne cryed the deuyll in the eyre. ludas what hast 

Th6 devil 

TBibat Judas, thou dou *. thou hast doou the contrarye that thother ludas 
dyd / For by hym I haue wonne many sowles / and by the I 
shall lose many by hym I reyned on the people / and by the I 
haue loste my royame / Neuerthelesse I shall yelde to the this 
bountee For I shal sende one that shal punysshe the / and 
that was accomplysshed by lulyan the appostata : whiche tour- 

o^wrod nientyd hym afterward ^ whan he was bysshop of Iherusalem : 
and whan ludas herde hym he cursed the deuyll and said to 
him Ihesu cryst dampne the in fyre perdurable / After this 

SSSSa^and ^^^ ^^ baptyscd flwu^ was named quyryache / And after was 

a bishop. made bysshop of Iherusalem / whan helayn had the crosse of 
Ihesu crist / and that she had not the nayles / Thenne she sente 
to })® bysshop quyryache that he sholde go to the place and 

The finding of sccke the uaylcs / Thenne he dyde dygge in therthe so long 
that he founde them shynyng as golde. thenne bare he them 
to the quene / and anone as she sawe them she worshypped 
them wyth grete reuerence* Thenne gaf saint helayn a parte 
of the crosse to her sone : And that other parte she lefte in 
Iherusalem closyd in gold : syluer* and precyous stones / And hyr 
sone bare the nayles to the emperour : And the Emperour dyde 
doo sette them in hys. brydel [and] in his helme whan he wente 

Eusebius to bataylc : This reherceth Eusebe whiche was bisshop of Cezar 

relates some 

of these / how be it that other saye otherwyse : Now it happed that 

lulyan the appostata dyde doo slee quyryache J>at was bysshop 
of Iherusalem : by cause he had founden the crosse / For he 
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hated * it soo moche / that where someuer he fonnde the crosse / cxnS*"6 

he dyd it to be destroyed / for whan he wente in batayle ayenst ^^' * ^ 

them of perse he sente and commaunded quyriache to make 

sacrefyse to thydollis // And whan he wold not doo it / he dyde toraSented by 

do smyte of his rygbte honde / cmd sayd wyth this honde hast ApMtaSf 

thou wryten many lettres / by whiche thou repellyd moche folke 

fro doyng sacrefyse to our goddes : Quyryache said thou wood 

hounde thou hast don to me grete proffyte. F<xr thou hast 

cut of the honde wyth whiche I hane many tymes wreten to 

the synagoges that they sholde not byleue in Ihesu cryst : And 

now sythe I am cryBteii / thou hast taken fro me that whycha 

noyed me: Thenne dyde lulyan do melte leed and cast it in 

his mouth cmd after dide do bringe a bedde of yron / and 

made quyryache to be layed cmd stratched theron / and after 2,^ed 

layed vnder brennyng cooles. and threwe therin grees and c«Sb.** * 

salte / For to tourmente hym the more / cmd whan quiriache 

moeuyd not* lulyan themperour sayd to hym / other ]>ou shalt 

sacrefye our goddes / or thou shalt say at the leest thou art 

not crysten / and whan he sawe he wold do neuer neyther he 

dyde doo make a depe pytte ftil of serpentes and venemous hii 

tormentora 

bestes / and caste hym therin / and whan he entred* anone the <»«* him into 

' •' ' ^ ^ a pit full of 

serpentes were all deed / Thenne lulian put hym in a cawdron serpentB. 

fiill of boylynge oyle : and whan he shold entre in to it / he 

blyssyd it and sayde / Fayr lord toume this bayne to baptym 

of martyrdom / Thenne was lulyan moche angry : cmd com- ^t to*death. 

jroaunded that he shold be ryuen thorugh his herte wyth a 

swerd / and in thys manere he fynysshed his lyf / 

The vertu of the crosse is declared to vs by many myracles / mSSiesaro 
For it happed on a tyme that one enchauntour hadde dysceiued crow!* ^ **** 
a notarye : and broughte hym * in to a place : where he had cmiH. 
assembled a grete conpanye of deuylles / and promysed to him ^^ ^-^ 
that he wold make him to haue moche rychesses And whan 
he came there he sawe one persone blacke sittyng on a grete 
chayer: and all aboute hym all full of horryble peple cmd 
blacke whiche had speres and swerdes: Thenne demaunded 
this grete deuyll of the enchauntour who was that clerke / then- 
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chauntour sayd to him / Syre he is otires / thenne said the deuyll 

to him : yf thou wylt worshyp me and be my seruamite / and 

renye Ihesu cryst: thou shalt sitte on my right side The 

A company of clcrke anoue blessid hym wyth the signe of the crosse* and 

devils were y ^ o 

fl?1tiA"*t? ^y^ *^** ^® ^*® *^® seruaunt of Ihesu cryst his sauyour 
Crow'**** And anone as he had made the crosse / Y grete multytude of 
► deuylles vanyshed awaye / 

IT It happed that this notari after this on a tyme entred wyth 

his lorde in to the chirche of saint sophye / and kneled downe 

on his knees tofore thimage of the crucifyxe : the whiche cruci- 

croaa turned fyxe as it semed loked moche openly and sharply vpon him* 

" a^notuy!*° Thenne his lorde made him to goo aparte on a nother side : 

and alway the crucifyxe tomed his eyen towarde hymu Thenne 

he made him goo on the lefte syde / avkd yet the crucifyxe 

loked on hym Thenne was the lorde moche amerueylled / and 

charged hym aind commaunded him that he sholde telle him 

wherof he had soo deserued that the crucifixe soo behelde and 

loked on him / Thenne sayd the notarye that he cowde not 

remembre hym of noo . good thynge that he had done / sauf 

that on a tyme he wolde not renye ne forsake the crucifyxe 

The sign of tofore the deuyll / Thenne lete vs so blysse vs wyth the sygne 

kee** out'of* ^^ *^® blcssid crossc that we may therby be kepte fro the power 

£e de7ii' ^ ^^ ^^^ goostly wod dedcly enmye the deuyll / And by the merites 

c * '?L ^^ *^® gloryous passion that our sauyoure * Ihesu cryst suffred 

*»^-2J on the crosse after this lyf we maye come to euerlastyng lyf 

in heuen/ AMEN. 
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THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS*. [•c«ton'. 

Golden 
Legend, third 
ed. 1498, 

Here foloweth thexaltacton of the holy Crosse / ccixvu. b, 

cd. 1.]* 

rpHe exaltaeton of the holy Crosse is sayd* by cause thiit on 
•*- this day \^ holy crosse and fayth were gretly enhaunced / 
and it is to be vnderstonde that tofore the passion of our lorde 
Ihesu. mat, ^ tree of the crosse was^ a tre of fylthe / for }>® S^^JSJ* 
crosses were made of vile trees : and of trees without fruyt : * orig.Kww. 
for all that was planted on the mount of caluarie bare no 
frute It was a fowl place / for it was the place of j>® torment 
of theuis : It was derk for it was in a derke place a/nd wythout 
bewt^ / It was the tree of deth / for men weren * put there to c* fot 
deth. It was also the tree of stenche / for it was planted coi.2.] 
amonge the caroyn^s / and after the passion the crosse was After the 
moche enhaunced / for the vyltd was transported in to pre- no longer a 

•^ * ^ Tile tree. > 

cyosit^: Of the whiche the blessyd saynt andrew saith / O 
precious holy crosse god saue the: His bareynes was tomed 
in to fruyte / as it is sayd in the cantycles / I shall ascende vp 
in to the pahne tree : His ignobylit€ or vnworthines was tomed 
in to sublymit^ and heyth The crosse ]>at was torment of Sghte?1i»n 
theuis / is now bom in the front of themperours / hys derknes **>•*""'• '•y** 
is tomed in to lyght and clemesse wherof crisostom sayth the 
erosse aoid \^ woundes shall be more shinyng than the raies 
of the Sonne at the iugement: his deth is eonuerted in to 
perdurabilytd of lyf / wherof it is sayd in the preface : that 
frowhena ])at the deth grew / frothens the lyf resourded / and 

II 
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THE EXALTATION OF THE CKOSS. 



How 

*' Coedroe" 
took away 
ftx)in 

Jenualem a 
piece of the 
Cross. 



Of the impiety 
of**Coedroe.»' 



[♦ fol. 
CClxvUL 
col.l.] 



Of the 

contest 

between 

"Cosdroe" 

and 

*'Herade.* 



the stenche is tomed in to swetnesse canticomm j / This exal- 
tacion of the holy crosse is solempnysed amd halowed solempnly 
of the chirche: for the fayth is in it moche enhaunced : for 
the yere of our lorde vj C anS, xv our lordc suffryd his peple 
to be moche tormented by the cruelty of the paynems. And 
cosdroe kyng of perceens subdued to "his empyre all the reames 
of the worlde / and he cam in to iherusalem and was aferde and 
adredde of the sepulcre of our lorde : And retoumed : But 
he bare with him the parte of the holy crosse / that saynte 
Helene hadde leffce there : 

And thenne he wolde be worshypped of al the peple as a god. 
And dyde doo make a tour of golde and syluer / wherein 
precyous stones shone* And made there in the ymages of the 
Sonne, and of the mone : and of the sterres And made that by 
subtyll conduytes water to be hydde. And to come downe in 
manor of Rayne. 

And atte the laste stage, he made horses to drawe charyottes 
rounde * aboute lyke as they had meuyd the tour and made 
it to seme as it had thondred / and delyuerde his reame to his 
sone / and thus this cursid man abode in the temple amd dyde 
doo set the crosse of our lord^ by him wnd commaunded that 
he sholde be callyd god of all the people / And as it is rede in 
libro de mit[r]ali officio / The sayd cosdroe resident in his trone 
as a fader / set the tree of the crosse on his right side in stede 
of Y sone / amd a cocke on his lyffce side in stede of the holy 
goost / and commauTided that he sholde be called fader / And 
thenne heracle the emperour assembled a grete oost / and came 
for to fyghte wyth the sone of cosdroe by the rjoier of danubye / 
And thenne it pleysed to eyther prynce : that eche of theym 
sholde fyghte one agaynst that other vpon the brydge / amd 
he that sholde be vaynquysh imd ouercome : his aduersarye 
sholde be prynce of thempyre wythout hurtyng eyther of bothe 
oostes / wnd soo it was ordeinyd and sworn* And who someuer 
sholde helpe his piynce. sholde haue forthwyth his legges amd 
armes cut of: amd to be plonged. and cast in to the ryuer: 
And thenne heracle commaunded him all to god / OAikd to the 
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holy crosse / wyth all the deuocyon that he myghte: and "H«nMji«- 
thenne they foughte longe / and at the last our lorde gaaf the "Cowiwe'** 
Tictorye to heracle: nmd subdaed him to his empyre. The 
oost that was contrary and al the peple of cosdroe obeyed theym 
to the crysten fayth / and receyued the holy baptesme / And 
cosdroe knew not thende of Y hataylle / For he was adoured 
amd worshyped of all the peple as a god / soo that no man 
durst not saye nay to him And thenne heracle came to him / 
and fonde him sittyng in his siege of golde / And sayd to hym / 
For as moche as after the manere thou hast honoured the tree 
of the crosse / Yf thou wylt receyue baptim / and the fayth of 
I}iesu cryste / I shall gete it to the * and yet shall thou holde J^T, 'J^ 
thyne trone^ and reame wyth lytyll hostages / And I shal lete ®®*-*-^ 

1 Orig. crone. 

the haue thy lyfe / and yf thou wylte not* I shall slee the wyth 
my swerde / and shall smyte of thyne hede And whan he 
wolde not acorde therto: he dyde anone doo smyte of his "ComItm" 

is tifitn 

hede / And copimaunded that he sholde be beried : by cause 

he had be a kynge : And he founde wyth him one his sone of 

the age of ten yeres / whom he dyde doo baptyse. and lyfbe 

him fro the fonte. And left to hym the reame of his fader. 

and thenne dyde doo breke that toure^ / And gaaf the siluer to • Orig. tmr: 

theym of hys oost / And gaaf the golde and precyous stones for 

to repaire the chirches that the tyraunt had destroyed / And "Heracto- 

ctrries awaj 

took the holy crosse and broughte it agayne to Iherusalem !!!®^'!^*^ 

And as he descended fro the mount of oliuete / and wolde haue Jeni»i«n. 

entred by the gate : by whiche our sauyour went to his passion 

on horsbacke aoumed as a kynge* sodenly the stones of the 

yates de[s]cended : and loyned theym togyder in the yate lyke 

a walle / and all the peple were abasshed / And thenne the 

angell of oure lorde appered vpon the gate holdyng the signe 

of* the crosse in his howde / And sayd: whan the kyner of •ori«.wp«*t« 

•^ "^ ° IhttigiMOf. 

heuen went to his passion by this gate / he was not arayed lyke 
a kyng / ne on horsback But came humbly vpon an asse / In 
shewyng the example of humylyt^ whyche he leffce to theym 
that honour hym / And whan this was said he departed and 
vanysshyd away / Thenne the emperour toke of his hosen / and 
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Barefoot and 
nearly naked 
he .enters 
Jenualem. 
1 Ortg. toooh. 



«Orlg. 

and And, 

i* fol. 
CClxviil. &, 
col. 1.] 



s Grig here. 



Miracles were 
wrought by 
virtue of the . 
Cross. 



Other 

accounts are 
given of 
Heracliusand 
his opponent. 



[* fol. 
CClxviil. 6, 
col. 2.] 



shone himself in wepynge. And despoylled hym of alle hjB 
clothes in to his sherte / 

And took ^ the crosse of our lorde : and bare it moche 
humbly vnto the gate / 

And anone the hardenesse of the stones felte the celestyall 
commaundement / and ^ * remeuyd anone. and opened cmd gaue 
entree vnto theym that entred Thenne the swete odour that was 
felte that daye whan the holy erosse was taken fro the toure 
of Cosdroe / and was brought &j&n to Iherusalem fro soo ferre 
GouTitree / and soo grete space of londe retomed in to iherusalem 
in that moment / and replenysshyd it wyth all swetnes : Then^ze 
the riht deuoute kyng began to say the praysynges of the crosse 
in this wyse O crux sple^ididior / <fe c : O crosse more shinyng 
than all the steeres / honoured of the worlde rihte holy / and 
moost amyable to all theym whiche oonly were worthy to here' 
the raunson of the worlde : Swete tree / Swete nayles / Swete 
yron : swete spere beryng the swete burdens / Saue thou this 
preset^te company, that is this day assemblyd in thy lawde 
€md praysinges : And thus was the precious tree of the 
crosse reestablyshid in his place and thauncyent myracles 
renewid For a dede man was reised to lyf / And iiij men 
taken wyth the palsei were cured and helid. Ten lepers were 
made clone : and xv blynde men receyuid theyr sight ayen / 
Deuylles were put out of men / and moche peple cmd many 
were delyuerde of dyuerse siknesses cmd maladyes. Thenne 
themperour dyde doo repayre the chirches. and gaaf to them 
grete yeftes : and after retomed home to his empyre : And it 
is sayd in the cronycles that this was done other while : For 
thei sawe that whan Cosdroe had taken many reames. he took 
Iherusalem / And zacharye the patriake. and bare awaye the tree 
of the crosse. And as heracle wolde make peas wyth him: 
the kyng cosdroe sware a grete othe: that he wolde neuer 
make peas wyth crysten mew and romayns yf they renyed not 
him that was crucifyed / and adoured the sone / And thenne^ 
heracle : whiche was armed : wyth faith bro*ughte his cost 
ayenst him : and destroyed and wasted the perciens wyth many 
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bataileff that he made to theym / and made costdroe to flee tnto 

the cjt6 of thelyfonte /And at the last cosdroe had the flyxe in 

his bely / and wolde therfore crowne hys sone kyng / whiche 

was named mendasa And whan syroys his eldest sone herde 

herof / he made alyaunce wyth heracle / cmd pursued his &der 

wyth his noble peple and set him in bondes : and susteynid 

hym wyth brede of trybidacton and wyth water of anguysh / 

And at the last he made to shote arowes at him bi cause he ?S55droe*'** 

woldd not byleue in god / ami soo deyed : And after this thyng ^" ***®* *** 



death with 
arrov^. 



he sent to heracle the patryarke. the tree of the crosse : a^d 
all the prysoneres / And heracle bare in to Iherusalem the 
precyous tree of the crosse And thus it is rede in many 
cronycles also. Syble sayth thus of the tree of the crosse / 
that the blessyd tree of the crosse was thre tymes wyth the 
paynems* as it is sayd in thystorye tripertyte : O thryes blessid 
tree / on whiche god was stratched / This perauenture is sayd 
for the lyf of nature / of grace : and of glory : whiche came 
of the crosse / At constantynople a lewe entrjd in to the The story of 

' , . the Jew who 

chirche of saynt sophie / and considered that he was there J™^*y 

alone / and saw an ymage of Ihesu cryst / And took his swerde ^^^ ^^^^* 

cmd smote thymage in the throte / and anone the blood guysehid 

oute and sprange in the face and on the hede of the lewe / 

And he thenne was aferde ami took thimage / and cast it in to 

a pytte / And anone fledde away : And it happed that a crysten 

man met him and saw him all blody And sayd to him / fro whens 

comest thou thou hast slayne some man / and he sayd I haue 

not: The crysten man sayd verely thou hast commysed some 

omycide / For thou art all bespronge wyth the blood / and 

the lew sayd. verely the god of the crysten * men is grete and [*foi. 

the f&jth of hym is ferme and approued in all thynges / I haue coi. i.]* 

Bmyten noo man but I haue smyten thymage of Ihesu Crysf 

and anone yssued blood of his throte / And thenne the lewe 

brought the crysten man to }>® pytte / And there drewe out 

that hooly ymage* And yet is sene on this daye the wounde 

in the throte of thymage / And anon the lewe bycame a good j^<>w **»• ^^"^ 

DcCftluG ft 

crysten man and was baptysed. In syrye in the Cyt^ of baruth ci'nsiian. 
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ther was a crysten man whiche had hyred an boos : for a jere / 

€md he hadde sette thymage of the cmcyfyxe by his bedde / 

to whiche he made dayely his prayers / and sayd his deuocion / 

and at the yeres ende he remeued and tooke an other hous. and 

forgate and lefte thymage behynde hym / And it happed that 

a lewe hyred that same hous / And on a daye he hadde another 

lewe one of his neyghbours to dyner : and as they were at 

^miitThe "^®*® / ^^ happed hym that was boden in lokyng on the walle to 

^^y!^^ espye this ymage / whiche was fyxed to the walle and began to 

how?^ * grynne at it for despyte / And agaynst hym / that badde ^ hym / 

ioxig, hadde, ^^^ ^^ thretoned and menaced hym : by cause he durst it kepe 

in his hous thymage of Ihesu of nazareth : and that other lewe 

sware as moche as he myght that he neuer hadde sene it / 

ne knewe not that it was there / And thenne the lewe fayned 

as he hadde ben peased / and after went straite to the prynce 

of the lewes / and accused that lewe of that whiche he hadde 

Pt*^*r^ sene in his hous : Thenne the lewes assembleden and came to 

beaten lor 

ctS*?? his *^® ^^^^ ^^ ^y™ ' -^^ ^^^ thymage of Ihesu cryst / and they 
house. ijQj^g ^^^ jg^g Qj^^ ]^^Q jjym y ^jj^ ^j^ ^ jjyjjj niany Iniuryes / 

Thecroflswas And casto hym out half dede of theyr synagoge / a/nd anone 

Led. ^ they defowled thymage wyth theyr feet / and renewed in it all 

ccixix. the tour*mentes of the passyon of our lord / and whan they 

Blood came P«rced his sydc wyth the spere / blood and water yssued h&hun- 

torfchfromthe dauTitlyin soo moche that they fylled a vessell / whiche they set 

ther ynder. And thenne the lewes were abasshed and bare this 

blood in to theyr synagoge / and all the soke men and malades 

that ware enointed ther wyth / were anone guarysshed amd made 

hooU : And thenne the lewes told and recounted alle this thinge : 

Mie^^dand by ordrc to the Bysshop of the countree : and alle they wyth 

one wylle receyued baptyme in the fayth of Ihesu cryst / and 

the Bysshop put this blood in ampulles of crystalle and of glas 

for to be kepte / And thenne he called the crysten man that 

had lefte it in his hous / and enquyred of him who hadde made 

soo fayre an ymage / cmd he sayd that nychomedus hadde made 

it / And whan he deyde / he lefte it to gamalyell : and Qamaliel 

to zachee and zachee to laques / and laques to symon / And 



werebaptixed. 
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had ben thuB In Ihernsalem vnto the destruction of the Cyt^. Migmtions of 

the iiDAge. 

And fro thens hit was bom in to the Royame of agryppe of 
CiyBten men / And fro thens it was brought agayn in to the 
countree. and it was lefite to me by my parentes by ryghtfuU 
herytage / and this was done in the yere of our lord seuen 
hondred and 1. 

And thenne all the lewes halowed theyr synagogues in to oftiw 
the chyrches and therof cometh the custome that Chyrches ben of churchw. 
halowed : For to-fore that tyme the aultres were but halowed 
only / and for this myracle the chyrche hath ordeyned / that the 
fyftc kalendas of decembre /Or as * it is redde in an other * Misprinted 

'' a< in orig. 

place : the fyfte ydus of Nouembre shold be the memorye of 
the passyon of our lord / wherfore at rome the chyrche is 
halowed in thonore of our sauyour / where as is kepte an 
ampuUe wyth the same blood : amd there a * solempne feste cciSi* 6 
is kepte and done / (md there is proued }>« ryght grete rertu ^^\ ^'^ 
of the crosse vnto the paynems and to the mysbyleued men in 
all thynges / And saint gregory recordeth* in the thyrde booke 
of his dyalogues : that whan andrewe bisshop of the Cytd of 
fundane suffred an hooly nonne to dwelle* wyth hym / the •*««««« in 
fende thenemy began Temprynte in his herte the beault^ of JSdrew™ 
her / in suche wyse / that he thoughte in his bedde wycked SfSSwi ^ 
wad cursyd thynges / And on a daye a lewe came to rome and Si*iJS!lf 
whan he sawe that the daye fayled and myght fynde no Ajewinthe 
lodgynge. he wente that nyght / and abode in the Temple of a^u^ms 
appollin / amd by cause he doubted of the sacrylege of the place/ ^!^ta. 
how bee it that he hadde no fayth in the Crosse* yet he 
markyth amd gamysshed hym wyth the sygne of Y <^osse : 
thenne at mydnight whan he awoke / he sawe a companye of 
euyll spyrytes: whiche wente to-fore one Lyke as he hadde 
somme auctor3i;^ of puyssaunce aboue thother by subiection / 
and thenne he sawe hym sytte in the middes a-monge the other : 
and began to enquyre the causes and dedes of eueryche of 
thyse euylle spyrytes : whiche obeyed hym / and he wold knowe 
what euylle eueryche hadde do / But gregory passyth the manor 
of this yysyon / By cause of shortnes' But we fynde semblable 
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renders an 
aooountof Us 
Actions to the 
chief deyU. 



^cameta 
orig. 



C* fol. 
CGIxlx.&, 
col. 2.] 

One SATS he 
hes caused 
tempests and 
ahipwrecks. 



Another is 
erownedfor 



monk to 
commit a An 
of the flesh. 



One of the 
fiends tells 
how he has 
tempted 
St Andrew, 
s So hi first 
edition, but 
readtMmM. 



in ^ lyf of fadeors / That as a man entryd in a Temple .of 
thydoUis / he sawe the deuill syttyng / and all his mejmy abonte 
hym And one of thyse wycke spyrytes came and odoured hym / 
and he demaunded of hym / Fro whens comest thou and he 
sayde / I haue ben in suche a pronynce / and hane moeued 
grete warres: and made many trybulacyons and haue shedde 
moche blood* and am come^ to telle it to the: and Sathan 
sayd to hym* in what tyme hast thou done this, and he sayd 
in thyrty da*yes and sathan sayd : why hast thou bee so longe 
there aboutes / and sayd to them that stode by hym : goo ye 
and bete hym / and all to-lasshe hym. Thenne came the 
seconde and worshypped hym / and sayd Syre I haue ben in 
the see / And haue moeued grete wyndes and tourmentys and 
drowned many shyppes / and slain many men / And sathan 
sayde how longe hast thou ben aboute this / and he saide xxij 
dayes. cmd sathan sayde hast thou done nomore m this tyme / 
(md commaurided ]xit, he shold be beten / and the thyrd came 
and said I haue ben in a Cyt6 and haue meuyd stryues and 
debate in a weddyng / And haue shed moche blood / and haue 
slayne ^ husbond: and am come to telle the / and sathan 
axed / in what tyme hast thou done this : amd he sayd in x 
dayes / and he sayd hast thou done nomore in that tyme / And 
commaunded them that were aboute hym to bete hym also: 
TheuT^ came the fourth and sayd / I haue ben in the wyldemes 
xl yere : amd haue laboured aboute a monke one? vnnetbe at the 
last I haue throwen and made hym to synne of the flessh / and 
whan sathan herde that / he aroos fro his sete / cmd kyssed hym. 
and toke his crowne of his hede / and set it on his hede / and 
made hym to sytte wyth hym. and sayd thou hast done a grete 
thynge / and hast laboured more than all thother / and tim 
maye be the maner of the vysyon : that saint gregory leueth : 
whan eche had sayd / one sterte vp in the mydle of them all / 
and sayd he had meuyd Andrewe agaynst the name^ / And 
had meuyd the fourth parte of his flessh agaynst her in tempta- 
cion* cmd therto that yesterday he thought so moche in hia 
minde on her that in the houre of euyu songe he gaf to her 
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in lapyng a buffet / and sayde pleynly ^ai she myght here it ^^^^^^ ^ 
ihat he wolde synne wyth her: thenn[e] the mayster com- J^^**"* 
maunded hym that he shold performe j>at he had * begonne : C* foi. 
and for to make hym to synne he shold haue a synguler 
Tictory* and rewarde amonge all the other / and thenne *^2S^ 
commannded he : that they shold goo loke who that was that 
laye in the temple. And they wente and loked / and anone Th« d«^^ 

•^ -^ -^ ' find the J«w 

they were ware that he was marked wyth the sygne of the gj^^*** 

crosse : And they beyng aferd escried and sayd / reryly this J^Sch'Siey**^ 

is an empty yessell. alas he is marked / and wyth this voys JSd^Stto* 

all the companye of the wycked spyrytes ranysshed awaye / ******* 

and thenne the lewe all amoeuyd came to the. bysshop : and 

toldtf to hym all by ordre what was happed : And whan the 

bisshop herd this / he wepte strongly, and made to voyde all 

the wymmen out of his hous / and thenne he baptysed the lewe. 

Saint gregory reherceth in his dyalogues that a nonne entred 22Ik)SSSe 

in to a gardyne / and sawe a letuse / and coueyted that : and JJSJ2^*ti„ 

forgate to make the sygne of the crosse / and bote it gloton- SJiJf JJS 

essly / and anone fyUe doune* and was rauysshe of a deuyl / ™a dJJS** 

and there cam to her saynt Equycyen / and the deuyll began 

to crye and to saye / what haue I doo I satte vpon the letuse / 

and she came and bote me and anon the deuyll yssued oute 

by the commaundement of the holy man of god : It is redde in 

thystorye scolastyke / that the paynems had pe[y]nted on a walle 

the armes of Serapis / and theodosyen dyde do put them out 

and made to be peynted in the same place the sygne of the 

crosse / and whan the paynems and prestes of thydollis sawe 

that, anone they dyde them to be baptysed / sayenge that it was 

gyuen theym to vnderstonde of theyr olders / that tho armes 

shold endure/tyll that suche a sygne were made there^ in whiche 

were lyf : And they haue a lettre. of whyche they vse / that 

they calle holy / and had a forme that they sayd it exposed and 

sygnefyed lyf perdurable / 
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[fo].73.] 

Th« Vernicle 
reoeived tlie 
print of Jesus' 



print ( 



I have sinned, 
but, Lord, 
forgave me 
tiirough sight 
of the figure I 
see before me. 



Ovemacule*, i honoure hiw cmd the, 
pat J)e made J)orow his preuit6; 
po cloth he set to his face, 
pe prent laft* |>ere' J>orow his grace, 
His moth, his nose, his ine to. 
His herd, his here^ dide al so. 
Schilde me for al J)at in* my Hue 
I® haue singud^ with wittus fine, 
Namlich with mout of sclaunduring, 
Fals othus^ and bakhiting, 



The readings here given are fh>m Additional MS. 11,748. 
* veronicle. • by-left. * omitted. * ler 

* that J. T sin wed. * othis «wore. 



* me fro dissecc in al. 
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[• AddUIonal 
MS. 22,020.] 




The Ytfrnacul — ^I hoDOwre hjon [and the] 
pat the made throwe hys pryuy[t^] ; 
The clothtf he set ovyr hys face, 
The prynte he lefte ther, of hys grace, 
Hys mowthc, hys nose, hys eyn too, 
Hys herd, hys here he ded also. 
Schyld me, lorde, for Jjat in myn lyffe 
That I haue synnyd with myn wyttys fyve, 
Namelyche witA mowthe of stlawndrynge, 
Of fals othys and hakhytynge, 
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And made boste with toung al so 

Of smnus fat i haue do; 12 

Lord of heuen, for-jeue it me 

porow syht^ of J>e' figur J>at i here se. 




Hie kniilB of 
circumcision 
destroyed 
Adam's lin. 



[fol. 73 6.] 
May it 
succour me 
from the sin 
of lecliery. 



Cidtdl/us cvrcumsidonis. 

pis' knif be-tokeneJ>* circumsicioiiy 

He distrojet^ sinne al cmd sum 

Of oure formefadur adam, 

Were-)>orow )k)w* tok kjnde of man ; 

From temptacioun of lecherie 

Be^ my socoure whan i schal diee. 




16 



20 



Tlie pelican 
that feeds her 
young with 
her blood 
denotes 
Christ, who 
fed us with 
his blood, and 
is our &ther 
and our food. 



FeUicanibs. 

pe pelicane his blod did® blede 

per-with his briddus for to fede, 

pit® be-tokenet on'° ))e rode 

Oure lord us fede" with his blode^ 

Wen he us bouht out of helle 

In ioy and blis with him to dwelle, 

And bene our fadur and our fode. 

And we his childume meke and gode. 



24 



28 



1 vertu. 3 omitted, ' the. * tolteneth the. « distryed. « we. "^ he be. 
« doth. • hit. v> a-pon. u fedde. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AdditMS.] THE SYMBOLS OF THE PASSION. 

And makyng boste wttA tonge alsoo 
12 Of many' synnys that I haue doo : 
Lorde of heuyn, for-zeue it me 
Throwe vertew of the fygure |)at I here se. 



178 




16 



20 



Thys knyffe betoknythe jj^ ctrcumsysy[on], 
That dystroyd owre synnys alle and sam 
Of owre formfathyr adam, 
Wher-thorowe we toke j)® kynde of man. 
From temptacyon of lecherye, 
Lorde, kepe me tylle that I deye. 




24 



28 



The pelycan hys blode dothe blede 
per-with hys byrdys for to fede, 
It betoknythe vppe-on the rode 
Owre lorde fed vs wtt^ hys ^^recvus blode. 
Whan [h]e vs bowt owt of helle 
In ioye and blys with hym to dwelle, 
And be owre fathyr and owre fode, 
And we hys chyldyr meke and good. 
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May the thirty 
pieces of 
silver shield 
us from 

[fol. 74.] 
treason and 
covetousness. 




Triginta denarii, 

pe pens also ]>at iudas tolde, 

pat for^ xesM crist was solde, 

Vs schilde from tresun and couetyse, 

per-in to die in no wise. 



32 



May the 
lantern keep 
us from the 
night* s sin. 




Lantema, 

pe lantern J?at me bar* in J)e lyjt, 
Wen crist was taken in J>e ni^t^ 
Hit lyt' me from ni^tus* sine, 
pat i neuer be tak* )>er-inne. 



36 



May the 
swords and 
spears keep 
me from 
fiends. 




Gladii et fuatea. 

Suerdus and battus fat jiey bere 
l65u crist J>er-with® to fere — 
From findus, lord, J>ow^ kepe me 
Of hem aferd ])at i ne be. 



40 



1 ther-fore. 
omitted. 



> men bare, 
thay. 



' he kepe « dedely. * neuer deye. • with 
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Ilhe pens also that ludas tolde, 
Wher-for iem cryste was solde— 
Lorde, schjlde me from treson and couetyse, 
32 Ther-iw that I deye in no wyse. 




The laoitem )>at they bare in the lygth^. 
Whan cryste was takyn with-ia ^ nygthe — 
Lord, kepe me from nygthys synne, 
36 That I neuyr be take ther-In. 



©=# 



SPST 



S' 



1 werdys and stauys that )>«» here 

Ther iesa cryste to fere with there — 
From fendys, lorde, kepe thow me, 
40 Of them, lorde, a-ferd that I not be. 
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Cfol.74b.] 
The Jews 
brakeChritfs 
head with a 
reed. 

IflwrongaDy 
man, may the 
•hi be forgiven 
me on 
account of 
this stroke. 



Aru/ndines: 

Crist had a stroke with a rede, 
per-with |>e iewes brak his hed^; 
With gad chere and milde moode 
Alle he tholud^ and stille' stode: 
Wen i misdo or ani man me, 
Hit be for-3yf for l>at pit6. 



44 



May the 
hand that 
■mote thee 
under the ear 
be my succour 
against my 
ihisof 
hearing. 



[MamM depiUa/ns et aiapa/iM. 

The bond, lord, ]>at tare of ^jn. here, 

And ]>e honde ]>at flapped under ]>in here — 

pat pine be my socour there 

That y bane y-sinwed wtt^ myn^ here, 

And of alle o]>ur synne al so 

pat wij^ myn eren haue y herkened to.]^ 



48 



52 



i Will A rMd he badde a stiake, 
Ther-with his heued ^ lew to-biake. 



ssoifted. 
MS. 11,748. 



> stnie he. 



< -miXh myn ir Ai a UUtr AoiMi. 



* Prom 
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^^^|t=a=B=afcHt:83 



44 



Uythe a zarde he had a stroke, 
per-with the iewys hys hede they broke; 
With good chere and myld mode, 
Alle he sufi^d and stylle he stode. 
Whan I mys-do ar ony man do me, 
It be for-zeve for that pet^. 





48 



52 



fjlhe handys, lorde, J>at tare of thyn here, 

-*- And ))« hande j)at clappyd the vndyr ^ ere — 

For ^t peyn, lorde, be myn socowre there 

That I haue synnyd with pryde of here. 

And alk othyr synnys also 

That witJi erys I haue herkynd to. 



12 
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Hie Jews put 
a doth before 
the eyes of 
Jesus ; may it 
keep me from 
the vengeance 
of ignorance, 
and of other 
sins that I 
have done. 



fol. 76.] 



Vehmen amJte oculoa, 
pe cloth be-fore J>in ine to, 
To bobbe^ )>e J>ey knyt it so, 
Hit kepe me from^ ueniauns 
Of childhod and of ignorauns, 
And of other^ sinnus also 
pat i haue with my ine do. 
And with^ nose smellud eke, 
Boj>e hope] cmd eke' seke. 



56 



60 




May the 
seamless 
white coat be 
my succour, 
since I have 
loved to 
indulge in 
soft clothing. 



Tv/nica inconstjUilis et tiestis pwrpwria. 
pe whit cote |>at hade sem none 
And j)e purpure J>ey layd both upon one*, 
pey be my sokur and my helping, 
pat my bodi hat]>^ usud soft closing. 



64 



1 bobby. 
7 ther y liaue. 



3 Iro eclie. ^ alle. « wi)> my. ^ also. < laid loot up one. 
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rnhe clothe be-fbrn thyn eyn too, 

-*• To bobbyn the they knyt it soo— 

Lord, kepe me from vengawns 

56 Of chjldhode and of ignorawns. 
And eke synnjs also 
That I haue sene with myn eyn too, 
And wtt^ myn nose smyllyd eke, 

60 Both^ olde and seke. 




nnhyn own cote that had seme non, 
-■- The purpylla }>at they leyd lotte vppe-on- 
Lorde, be myn socowre and myn helppyng 
64 That myn bodye hatha vsyd mys clothyng. 
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Blay the rods 
. with which he 
wasacourged 
be my help 
agaiiut sloth. 



[foL 75 A.] 

May the 
crown of 
thorns shield 
me from hell 
pit. 




Virge etJlageUe. 

With ^erdes grete Jiow were to-dachud, 

With scourges smert al to-lachud, 

pat peine me soker^ of sinnus'^ 

Of slouth and of idelnes. 



68 




Corona spinea, 

pe coroune of ]>om on ]>in hed ]>rast, 
pin her to-tar, fi skyn to-brast; 
Schild' me from pein of helle pit, 
pat i haue deseruud ]>orow uan-wite^ 



72 




Bfay the bond 
ttiat bound 
the Lord to 
the pillar 



from the 
bonds of 
mildnd deeds. 



Columpna cum. corda. 

To ye piler, lord, al so 

With a rop fey* boundun J>e to; 

pe senewes from |>e bones brast, 

So hard hit was draw and strened fast; 

pat bond me alese of bondes, 

Of unkind dede and unkindnes^ 

1 be my soeour. ^ aynne )>is. ' ^t schild. * wane>wit. ' men 
* Harde |»y drowe and stryned ftMte i 
l^e jenewys fro )>% bonys to-barst. 
|>at bond alese me and vnbynde, 
pat y haue trespassed and be vnkynde. 
The words "and vnbynde '* and the next line are in paler Ink. 



76 
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72 



76 





U' 



Jjthe zardys grete J)OU ware alle to-daschyd, 
With scorgys smerte alle to-laschyd ; 
Lord, socowre me of synnys thys, 
68 Of stlowthe and eke of ydylnes. 




Tlhe crown of thorn on \i^ hed preste, 
-*- Thyn here to-tere, thy skyn to-breste. 
Lord, socowre me of synnys thys, 
Of stlowthe and eke of Idylnes. 




niO J>e pyller, lorde, also, 
-*• WitJi a rope men bownd ^ too, 
Hard drawe and streynyd faste; 
The senews from J>e bondys braste. 
Lorde, lose me of bondys in dystresse, 
Thowe I ded onkend a-geyns k3mdne8se. 
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L*fol.76.] 



Thou didst 
bear thy Cross 
and didst go 
out of 
Jerusalem. 



Thou didst 
meet with the 
women of 
Bethlehem 
and of 
Jerusalem, 
who wept for 
thy 

suflferings. 
Thou didst 
teU them to 
weep for 
themselves 
and their 
children. 



May those 
steps of thine 
C^ve us pardon 
when we 
devoutly go on 
pilgrimage. 







Uestigia aaluatoris, ^ando eociuit per 
partam ierua&lem, portando crucem, coronam 
spineam * coronatuSy mille passua sic 
incedena, roseum. cruoreoL distiUando, 
pow here J>e cros and toke J)e gate 
Out at ierusalemus 3ate; 
pin foot-steppus suet and gode 
Wer sene J>orow schedi[n]g of J)i blod. 
per mettust |?ow with wymmen of bedlew, 
And sX m with wymmen of ierw«al«m, 
And alle* J)ey wepten for fi turment ; 
To hem ]>ow seydust apertment, 
"Ne wepe ^e not for my wo, 
But for 5oure^ self and ^oure childume also ; 
For hem je moun ful sore wepe, 
And salt teres for hem lete, 
For J>ey schul haue turment hard 
An hundert wintur her afterwart." 
po steppus of * sine jif us pardoun, 
Wen we gon with* deuociun 
On' pilgremage on hors or fote; 
Of alle oure sinnus* J>ey ben our bote. 



80 



S4 



88 



92 



96 



1 omitted. > )ow. s Al )iay stappis of oure. * we gooth wi)> good. 



» A. « sorwe 
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fTlhowe bare the cros ouyr the lake, 
80 -*- Owt of iherusalem at the gate ; 

Thy fote-steppys swete and good 

Wer sene throwe schedyng of J)* precyus blode. 

pou mettyst with womei^ of bethleem, 
84 And also women of iherusalem ; 

Alle they wepyd for J4 tormait; 

To them |h>u seyddyst a-perte-ment, 

"Wepe ze not for myn woo, 
88 But for zowre childyr also ; 

For them ze maye sore wepe. 

And salte terys for them lete; 

For they schal haue torment hard 
92 An hutidyrd wyntyr here-affcyrwa[r]d.*' 

Tho steppys for va of grace zeue pardon. 

Whan we goo, wjthe deuocyon, 

On pylgrymage on hors ar on fote. 
96 Of myn synnys, lorde, be myn bote. 
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[fol. 76 60 

Bfay the nails 
help me out of 
those sins that 
I have done 
^th feet or 
hands. 



May the 
hammer be 
my suocomr if 
I have smitten 
any with 
Bte^ or knife. 



[fol. 77.] 

Ma^the vessel 
of vinegar and 
gall keep me 




Clavi, 

pe uayles j)orow fet and handus to— 

pey helpe me out of sinne and wo 

pat i haue in my Hue do, 

With liandus handult, with fet i-go. 



100 




Malleus, 

pe hamur bothe stenw and gret 

pat drof J>e nayles forow bond and^ fete 

pey* be my socur^ in my ly^ 

Jif i* man smot with staf or knyf. 



104 




Uaa cfum felle, 

pe uescel with eysel and with galle 

Kep me from Jie^ sinnus alle, 

* nayles in cristis. 3 hit. 3 socour )«t. « y eny. ^ omiUed, 
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The naylys throwe fete and handys also, 
Lorde, kepe me owt of synne and woo, 
That I haue in myn lyffe doo, 
100 With handys handyld or on fote goo. 



. & 



The hamyr bothe stem and grete, 
pat droffe ^ uaylys throw hand and fote, 
Lord, be myn socowr in alle myn lyffe, 
104 Iffe ony man stryke me with staffe or knyffe^. 




Ihe vessel of aysylle and of galle, 
Lord, kepe me from y^ synnys alle, 

i Linet 101-104 foUow line 124 in the MS. 
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from rins 
hurtftiltoth* 



Blaythe 
■pongeaavs 
mewfaenldie 
from the 



duttomyrina 
ofglattony. 



[fol.776.3 
Blaytlieipear 
that pieroed 
thyaide 
quench the 
ains of pride 
and 
diiobedience. 



May the 



pat to ]>e soul is fowl uenim, 
pat i be not pnsond ]>er-ine^. 



108 




Spongea, 

po )k)w thurstudust sor with-alle, 

pey ^eufe |>e ejsel medult with galle; 

pat i haue dronken in glotonie, 

Hit saue me wen i schal diee, 

pat, lord, now i pray to |>e 

For )>at greuauns fow suferdst for me^. 



112 




Lancea, 

Lord, ))e scharp spere i-ground 

pat in )>in herd mad a wonde, 

Hit kuench )>e sine' )»at i haue wrogt. 

With al myn hert euel i-jwwt. 

And of my stout prid |>er-to, 

And myn unbuxunmes al-so. 



116 



120 




Scala. 

pe laddur upset be enchesoun 

Wen |)0w wer ded be take adoun*, 



1 that men be noii)t y-combred l^r-yn. 3 \\, 113^ W^omUUd, 

^ to take )»e domi ; originaUp, by take a-doun. 



' ajniies. 
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That to Bowle ben venym, 
108 That I be not poysynd ther-in. ' 



187 



c=® 




W 



fhan |>aa thrystyd sore wttA-alle, 
They gaffe the eysyll with byttyr 
Alle ])at I haue dronke in glotenye 
112 For-geue me, lorde, ar than I deye. 




116 



120 



Lord, the spere so scharpe I-grownde, 
pat in thyn herte made a wownde, 
It quenchyth the symie )>at I haue wrowt, 
With alle myn harte fuUd ewle thowt, 
And myn stowt pryd also, 
And myn onbuxumnes ther-too. 



innnnnm 



Ihe ledder, vppe-set be encheson 

Whan Jk>u war ded to be take a-down, 
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front 43^iiig in 
nqriiiia. 



Wen i ham ded in^ ani sinne 
Take me l>at i ne die ])er-ine. 



124 



^ 



\ 



1 



m 



Mftytti* 

tODgslOOMOW 

from all my 



[foL 78.J 



Forceps. 

pe tonges )>at drow ))e nayles out, 

Of fet, of handes, al about, 

And louset his^ bodi from pe tre, 

Of alle my sinnus ]>ey lese' me. 



128 




Binoe JesuB 
suffered a Jew 
to spit in his 
fiu», may Ibe 
forgiven if I 
have insulted 
any man. 



Ivdeu8 aptiens in facie christt. 
pe iewe )>at spit* in goddus fece — 
For he hit suffurd, he ^yf us' grace ; 
pat I haue reuilud or ani man me, 
For )>at despit for-jyf it be. 



132 



3 loosed H. 



' loose. 



^ spathe. 
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Whan )>at I am In sjnne, 
124 Lord, lete me not dey tber-in. 



189 




The pensynnys, J)at drewe ^ naylys owt 
Of fete and handys, alle a-bowt, 
And losyd ]^ bodye from )>® tre, 
128 Of myn synnys, lord, lose J>ou me. 




The iewys J)at spytte, lorde, in thy face 
Ze suffyrd alle, and gaffe them grace ; 
That I haue gylte or ony man me, 
132 It be for-zeue for J)at pet^. 
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Christ bOM 
theCroMOD 
his back. 
May the 
Cross give ma 
giaoeto 
repent of my 



Cbristus j^orta/M cruceoi in hvmero, 
pe croB be-hind lus bak-bon 
pat be ]H)lud detb uppon — 
3if me grace in my Hue 
Clene of sine me to scbriue, 
And ]>erto uerey^ repentauns, 
And bere to fulfiUe my penauns. 



136 




LfoL 78 &.] 
May the 
sepulchre 



Sepvlcrum cbnstt. 

pe sepulcur )>at^ ]>erinne was layde 

His blessud bodi al be-bled' — 



140 



> that he. 



> forbleed. 
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The cros be-hynd J)» bakke-bon, 
pat )>ou sufiyrd dethe vppe-on — 
Lord, geue me grace, in my lyue, 
136 Clene of symie me to echryue, 
And J)er-to very repentawns 
Wttfc spas to pcrforme myn penawns. 




140 



The sepulkyr wher-in |>ou war hyd, 
pi blyssyd bodye alle for-bled — 
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■end me, ere I 
die, true 
sorrow for my 
rins, aotliatl 
maybe 
deaoaedfrom 



ao that I may 
dwell In ever- 
lasting Joy. 



THE SYMBOLS OF THE PASSION. [Royal MS. 

He me send, or )»at^ i deje, 

Sorow of hert cmd ter of ye, 

Cler and^ clensud ]>at i be, 

Or i to my graue tee; 144 

So yat i mow' on domus day 

To Jie* dom cum with-out dedli* fray 

And wend to^ blis in' cumpanie, 

per® OS* men schuP^ neuer dye, 148 

But dwelle in ioy wit oure lord rijt^*, 

per is euer day and neuer ni^t, 

pat last Bchal with-outen ende; 

Now iem crist [us]" )>idur send^'. amen. 152 



1 omitted. s ciene. ' mote. « thi. ' omitted. « to )«. ^ wi>. 
« MS. |m<. • M. 10 scfaal. u wi> ou^te dri)t, read onre Dri)t. » oaa. 

» MS. 11,748 adds two lines :— 

Iem, )«t deidest one \>e rode tree, 
Graunte ous )»is for charite. Amen, 
nien follows at once ^— 

These armes of crist bothe god and man 
Seint peter discriued ham. 
What man )>es armes ouer-)aith 
And for hare synnes sory and schrioe beeth 
To seye hit a twelfe monthe eche day wi)» good chere 
He ha> sixe thowsaund and seuen hundred and flue and fifty jere 
And half a jere and dayes thre 
This is y-grauntyd for to be 
And for the yemide haue he may 
Foorty dayes euerydie day 
And for the pytye with good chere 
Grauntyd is seztene thowsaund )ere 
And size [an] thbrty dayes ^-to 

For to segge eu«ry day A pater noeUt and v. Aue maria m^ 
Crede. 
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Lord, grawnt me, ar )>at I deje, 

Sorowe of herte with terys of eye, 

Glene clensyd for thy mercye, 
144 Er ])at I in myn graue lye^ 

So ]>at I may at domys daye 

To yat dome cum wtt4-owt fraye, 

And wend to blysse in cumpany, 
148 Ther as men schalld neuyr dye, 

But dwelle In blysse with ]>at lord brygthd, 

Wher euyr is day but neuyr nygtba, 

And lest schal wit^wt ende: 
152 lema cryste ts thedyr send ! 



13 
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[fol.79.] 
I thank thee, 
Lord, for all 
thysoffering*. 



Thy body waa 
Kourgedand 
iMS.Jfcnoctis. 
beaten on 
every side, so 
that no whole 
place was to 
be found in 
thy whole 
body. 



[fol. 79 6.] 



They let thee 

hang until 

thou wert 

dead. 

They thrust a 

spear into thy 

heart. 



GrtLciarum. ctcdones iesu christo stanti in 
aepulcro, 

Il^aok ])€, lord, ]>at )k)w me wrout, 
And with strong peynus ]h)w me bout; 
I ]>ank ])e, lord, with ruful entent 
Of )>i peynus and ]>i turment, 156 

"With carfiil hert (md dreri mod, 
For schedynd of )>i swet blod. 
What may i say |>ow hast dond for me % 
pi bodi was bonden to a tre, 160 

With scourges knit |>e knottw^ grete 
pi blessud bodi was al for-bete, 
On eueri side tumud a/nd tome. 
Also naked as |>ow were borne, 164 

pat hoi sted was found none 
Fro ])e croun to )>e ton. 
pi blessud bodi ]>er hit stod^ 

Al hit was be-helet in blod; 168 

And when )>ow were so for-swong, 
Among ])e iues |>ey did |>e hong, 
With scharp naylus Jjorow hand and fet 
pey let fe hong til Jk)w wer ded; 172 

And aftur )>i deth, to us sote, 
P^ pittun a spere to |>in hert rote; 
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176 



180 



184 



188 



192 



196 



200 



pe wiked iwes with sturdi iQode 

Let ])er-6ut strem |>m hert blod. 

Alas! lord, )>i penus ]>ow tboludtuit ]>o, 

Oiire sinnuB hit mad so wellawo. 

3ese instromenttctf ^at here pertend^ be^ 

In memori of Jji bittur deyt, 

pej hulpun hem to do |>i passioun, 

pej help us to oure sauacioun; 

For Jjey greuet J)e fill sore, 

pin anguich wex so lenger ]>e more. 

Lord, what may i for ]>at jylde ]>ef 

pow desirdust no^t but loue of me. 

Lord, ^ow ^if me grace and my^t 

With al min hert to loue Jie ryjt; 

In lyf and deth, in wele and wo. 

Let neuur min hert tume ]>e fro, 

And or hit so be for thing unwrest 

For loue let, lord, min hert brest; 

In a blessud tym pen was I bore, 

When al my loue to )>e is core. 

But merci, lord, i )>e prey, 

pow let me neuer in sine dye, 

Werethorow i schuld dampned be; 

Derworth lord, for pi pit6 

pis graunt me, lord, i prey to ))e, 

For mari loue pi moder fre. amen. 



llUad 

jnutroid. 
Maytheae 
symbols of thy 
paasfonhelp 
oar Mlvation. 



[fol.80.] 
Givemegraee 
to love thee 
rightly. 



Letmenerer 
die In my 
sine. 

Giant me 



204 



208 



Pese armus of crist bo|> god and man, 
Sent petur pe pop discriuet hem. 
Wat man pis armes ouer-se. 
For his sinnus son a^ schereuen be, 
pre jer of pardon is pe summe 
Of sent petrus grant, fiirst pope of rome ; 
And XXX popes aftur him pai were, 
An C dayus ich yauf with gode chere ; 



[fol. 80 &.] 
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May thy 
symbob 
preserve us 
from the 
"evU one.- 



May they 
preserve 
women 
labouring 
with chUd. 



[fol. 81.] 



212 



216 



220 



224 



228 



232 



xxxyiii bichoppus eke also, 

Ich grant bi him self xl dayus ])er-to. 

Pope innocent mad a gret coui^sail 

And al |>is confermed with-outen fayl. 

And more pardon ^af also, 

iiii jere ii C dayus )>er-to; 

And ich bischop sayd to-for-hand 

For syjt of Jje uemacul hath graunt 

xl dayus to pardon, 

And Jjer-with-al her benisun. 

And also who |>at eueri day 

pis annus of crist be-hold may, 

pat day he ne sal dee no wiked ded 

Ne be cumbert with ye kued ; 

And also to wymen hit is meke and mild. 

When ]>ey trauelne of her chi[l]d. 

pe soum of weket^ to se hit ioh day 

A. C. and xix and half get ^ow may, 

To sen it ich day in ])e mone)> also 

V. C. 5er and xviii and xii wokes Jier-to, 

To sen it a twelf-moneth ich day enter 

HaJ* vi. Mo. vii. C. v. a1^d fiffci ^ere 

And half ^ere and dayes ^re 

Of pardon, ])us popus haj) graunted jje. 



J 
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DISPUTE BETWEEN MARY AND THE CROSS. 



8 



12 



I*. 

Olitel whyle lestene]> to me 
Ententyfly, so haue je blys^ 
Qode ensaumple here schul ^e^ 

Of noble Mater wroujt it is. 
How Mary spak to ]>e rode tre, 

Whan her sone was in angyys; 
pe Cros answeryd ]>at lady fre, 

Ful myldely sei^e clerkys wys, 
pskt ])i8 tale haue made coa))e; 

pei haue expomied it by si^t, 

A good ensaumple and a bryjt; 

But Apocrifum ]yei holde it rijt, 
For tre spak neuere wi]> mou])e. 



[Royftl MS. 
18 A 10, 
Iflnf 128 b J 

Liatentothtt 
controvef^y 
between Rbu7 
andtheCroBS. 



This story is 
apoeryplutl. 



II. 

IT Oure lady fre, 

To J>e rode tre, 
16 Sche made her mone, 

And seyde, "on |>ee 

Is fruyt of me 
Futi wo-bygone : 
20 With blody ble 

My fruyt I gan see, 



Our Lady 
made her 
moan to the 
Rood. 



* The nnmben ara those of the correspondfaig ttanzas In the text, pp. 131-140, the order 
being somewhat diflbrent. 
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the"tK»-of 
a want of 
taruthin 
paniflhiiighw 
child 



Among hys fone: 

Of Sorewe I see, 

Hys veynes fle 
Fro blody bone: 
^ Tre, J>ou dost no treu]>e, 

On pilory my fmyt to pynne, 
He ha)> no spot of Adam synne^ 
Flessche and veynes fle atwynne, 

WherfoM I rede of retpe. 



24 



28 



•• Ckw, thy 
bondiaroto 
be blamed for 
doflling my 
lUrfhiitk 



fhat never 
did wrong. 



ir 



m. 

Oros^ ]>i bondes scHul be blamed, 

My gode frayt ]M>a hast bigyled; 32 

pe fniytes modir was neuer &med^ 

My wombe is fair* founde vnfyle[d] : 
Child, why art ]>oa no^t aschamed 

On pilory to be I-pyled, 36 

As grete )>euys )>at wer» gramed, 

pat deyeden )H>rouj her werkis wyldel 
Blode from hede is hayled, 

Afl to-fowled is my feire fruyte, 40 

pat neuer dyd treget ne truyte 

With Jjeuys J)at loue ryot vnrijte ; 
Why schal my sone be nayledl 



He never did 
harm to any. 

A deadly 

drinlcthou 

givest thy 

Lord. 

1 MS. yuuf. 



IV. 

% pe grete )>evys galowes wera greyd, 

pat euere to robbe ronnen ryfe; 
Why schal my sone ]>0r-on be leyde? 

He noyjed neuer man ne wyfe. 
A drynk of deejj sojjely seyde, 

Cros, J>ou ^euyst* jie lord of lyfe : 
Hys veynes breke with pi breyde, 

My fruyte stont in stroke and stryfe: 



44 



48 
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52^ The fairs frayte of my flessche^ 
My leue childe wttA-oute lak^ 
For Adam goddis biddyng brak; 
pe blood ran on my briddes bak, 

56 Droppynge as dewe on ryssche. 
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[lMfl27.] 



For Adam's 
atu th« blood 
ran down mj 
bird's back. 



ir 



60 



64 



68 



ir 



72 



76 



IF 



80 



IV. 

The lugement haue )>ei loyned 

To here fooles fuH of synne : 
3it scholde my sone fro Jiee be soyned, 

And neuer hys blood on ])e rynnej 
But now is tru]>e -with tresoun twyned, 

"With a ])eef to henge fer in fenne ; 
WttA fele nayles hys feet be pyned, 

A careful modir men may me kenne, 
In balys I am bounde : 

pe brid ]>at was of a mayde borne. 

On |>is tree is ali for-tome; 

A broche J>orow hys breest was borne, 
Hys hert now ha]> a wounde. 

V. 

Tre, ]h)u art loked by lawe 

pat a J)eefe and a traytotw on J)e schal deye, 
Now is tru]>e with tresouT^ drawe, 

Vertu is falle by vicys weye; 
Love and trujie and so]>efast sawe, 

On a tre traytowrs do teye. 
Now is vertue wttA vyces slawe : 

Of all vertues cryst is keye, 
Vertue is swettsr ])an spyces, 

In foote and honde he bere]> blody piykke, 

pe heed is fuli of )K>mes |>ikke, 

pe goode hange]> among |>e wikke, 
Vertue ^us deie]> wif vyces. 



Tmth is now 
united to 
treason. 
With a thief 
my son is 
hanged. 



O tree, thou 
art only made 
for traitors. 



yet virtue is 
slain along 
withTioe^ 



and the good 
hangeUi 
among the 
wicked. 
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Thou, CroM, 
artmyaon^ 



TheHmbs 
that I have 
caressed now 
hang aloft. 



VI. 

% Oros, vnkynde ]K)a scbalt be kyd, 

My sonjs stepmodir I ]>e calle: 84 

My bridde was borne with beeste on bedde, 

And by my Fleissche my firuyt gan fell[e], 
And with my breestys my brid I fedde; 

Oro8^ ]h)u jyuest hym eyseS cmd galle ! 88 

My white rose rede is spred, 

pat floryssched was in fodders stalle ; 
^ Feet and fiiire handes 

pat now be croysed I kissed hem ofte, 92 

I lulled hem and leyde hem, softe : 

And ^ou Cros haldes hym hi^e alofte 
Bounde in blody bandes! 



[leaf 1976.] 



Naked he 
hangs in the 
wild wind. 



He hath no 
rest, and the 
thorns pierce 
his brain. 



vn. 

^ My love I lulled vppe in hys leir, 96 

With cradel-bande I gan hym bynde, 
Cros, he stike]> vppon |>i steir, 

Naked in J>e wylde wynde : 
Fowles formen her nest in J>e eyr, 100 

Foxes in den rest )>ei fynde, 
But goddys sone and heuenys eir, 

Hys hede holde]> on |>omes tynde, 
% Of moomyng I may mynne : 104 

My sonys bed ha|> reste none, 

But lene]> on ])e schuldre bone ; 

pe ]K)mes ])orow ^e panne is gone 
Thys woo I wyte synne. 108 



So high, O 
Cross, thoa 
boldest him, 
(hat I cannot 
Use his feet. 



vin. 

Cros, to sle hym is ]>i slei]>e, 

My blody brid jjou berest fro blysse ; 
Cros, )k>u boldest hym hi^e on hei]»e, 

Hys faire feet I may not kysse ; 



112 
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116 



120 



My mou|>e I putte, my swere I strecche 
Hys feet to kys; 

pe lewes fro ]>e cro0 me kecche^ 
And on me make her mowe amys, 

Her game and her gawdes ; 
pe lewes wroujt on me wo : 
Cros, I fynde j>ou art my fo, 
My brid j>ou berist beten bio ; 

Among j>es folys frawdys." 



TheJewB 
drive me 
from the 
CroM. J 



Cron, thou 
art my foe, 
thou hast 
beaten my 
bbrd blue.*' 



IX. 

% Gristys Cros J)an jaf answers: — 
"Lady, to })e I owe honour, 
124 pi bryjt palme now I here; 

My schynyng schewe]> of j>i flour, 
Thy trye fruyt I to-tere ; 

pi fruyt me florysschij) in blood colour 
128 pe worlde to wynne as j>ou mayst here; 
pis blossom blomed in |>i hour, 
IT Not idl for J>e alone, 

But forto Wynne aH J>ig werd; 
132 pat walterejj vndir J>e deueles swerd : 

porowe foote and honde god lete hym gerd. 
To amende mannys mone. 



Soncte Crux. 



Thy fruit 
flourishes in 
red blood J 

it bloomed 
not alone for 
thee, but for 
aU the world. 



136 



140 



Adam dyd frifi grete harmes, 

He bote a fruyt vnder a bowe, 
perfore ]>i fruit spred hys armes. 

On tr6 |>at is tijed with tyndes towe; 
Hys body is smyte ny ]>e )>armes. 

He swelt wiih a swemely swow ; 
Hys breest is bored with dee]>is armes. 

And with hys deej> fro deej> vs drowe 



Thy fruit is 
spread out on 
the tree for 
Adam's sin. 
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[iMfi2&] if And afi hys goode freendySi 

Ab Isayas spak in prophecye : 144 

He seyde '|>i sone, seynt Marye, 
Hys de)>e slowe de}>e in Caluarye, 



rtmth on 

caiwy. And leue]> wttA-oute endys*. 

XIL 

IT Lady, love do|)e ]>e alegge 148 

Fruite prikkyd -with sperys orde : 
I CroSy wilA-oute knyues egge, 
I eat the belt I kerue fruit best of horde : 

of fruits. 

Afi is rede^ Bibbe and rigge, 152 

pe bak blede|> ajens ]>e borde; 
I am a pyler and bere a brigge, 

Gk>d is ]>e weye, witnesse one worde; 
% Qod sei|> he is so]>efast weye : 156 

Many folk Many folk slode to heH slider, 

wenttoheU ^ ^ ' 

«• cjirtrt To heuene noman cowde bider, 

died for ' 

*>>«» Til god deijed and taujt whider 

Men drawe whan yei deye: 160 

xm. 

chrigtit ^ And Moyses fourmed hys figot«r, 

spoken of asa '^ « ^ ' 

Jjjj^j^ A whyte lambe, and noon oJjw beest 

He sacred so oure sauyot^r^ 

To be mete of mj^tes meest, 164 

And chosen cheef in honoier, 

I bare fleissche to folkys feest; 
le^u cryst oure creatotir, 

Hys Flessche fede]> leste and mest, 168 

IT Bosted a^ens ]>e sonne; 

On me lay ^ lambe of love, 
I was a I was plat«r, hys body above, 

Jw^*>»j^ Whan flessche amd veynes afi to-clove, 172 

WttA blood I was bironne. 
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XIV. 

IT ^it Moyses |>is resoun rad, 

*Ete joure lambe with souw vergeous'; 
176 Sowre saws make ]>e sowle glad, 
Sorowe for synnes oures; 
pat y^eous make]> ]>e fende a-drad, 
And fer fle|> fro goddis spous ; 
180 And bere a staaf and stonde sadde, 

Whan flessche ^ fedi|> in goddis hows, 
IF pis staf is ciystis crouche ; 

Stonde ]H)a styf by |>is stake, 
184 Whan je fonge jowre fleissche in take, 
pan may }>e deuytt no.maystryes make, 
5our6 sowles to tonche. 



UmpmcIibI 



A with 
Utter berbt. 



Th«««een 
bora a staff. 



The staff Is 
Chtfst'sCrosi. 



XV. 

IT Whan pordoun is schewed wit^ a sciyne, 
188 WiiA boke on bord mih nayles smyte, 
With rede le^es wryten blyne, 

Blewe and blak among me pyte: 
My lorde I likne to ^t signe, 
192 pe body was bored amd on borde bete. 
In brijt blode oura boke gan schyne; 
How woo he was no wi3t may wyte, 
IF Ne rede in hys rode ; 
196 3<^^^^ pctrdoun boke fro top to too, 
Wryten it was fiitt wonder woo, 
Bede woundes and strokes bloo, 
3oure boke was bounde in blode. 

XXIII. 

200 IF In holy write ]»is tale I herde, 
How riche jiftis god ys }af ; 
Qod sei^ hymnwlf a good scheperde. 
And eaerj herde byhoue]^ a staf; 



[leaf 118 b.} 
Pardon li 
written in nd 



Christ's 
bleeding body 
denoted our 
pardon. 



Our book waa 
bound in 



Every 
shepherd 
needs a staff. 
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TheCroMisa 

shepherd's 

staff. 



1 MS. hande. 

It drives the 
devil from 
Christ's fold. 



pe croa I kalle ye heerdjs jerde, 
perwiih |>e deuyl a dent he ^af, 

With yai jerd J>e wolfe he wend, 
With dyntes drofe hym att to draf." 

pe Cros }>iB tale tolde, 
How he was }>e staf in herdis hande, 
Whan scheep borsten oute of bande^^ 
pe wolfe he wered oute of lande 

pat deuouride ciystis folde. 



204 



208 



212 



[Bfari]a. 
Mary replies. 



The Jews did 
beat an 
innocent 



Stone-hearted 
Jevrs bruised 
the soft body 
of Jesus. 



XVIII. 

Oure ladye seyde, "Cros, of J>i werk 

Wonder najt J)ei I be wrojje, 
pus seyde Pbule, crystes clerk^ 

To ]>e fikeH lewes, wttA-oute o]>e, 216 

lewes stone hard, with synnes merke, 

pei bete a lambe wtt^oute lo|>e, 
Soft«r J)an water ynder serk, 

Milk or mede melled bo]>e: 220 

pe lewes were ]>e hard stonys. 

Softer ^n water or mylk lycour, 

Or dew Jiat lithe on lily-flour 

Was cristes body in blode colour, 224 

pe lewes brisseden hys bonys. 



Why were 
traitors so 
ready to defile 
my diild? 

<« To make 
the devil 
afteid," said 
the Cross, 
Soticte Crux. 
" God shaped 
me as a shield. 



XX. 

% Si|>e mannys sone was so nedy. 

To be lad as a lamb so mylde, 
Why were gylours so gredy 

To fowle so my faire chylde? 
And Cros, why were }>ou so redy 

My fruite to foule fer in feldel" 
pe cros seyde, "to make J)e deuytt dredy, 

God schope me schelde schame to schelde, 



228 



232 
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Sij>e lombe of love dyede. 

And on me jelde hys gooat wUh rojs; 
Men chose me a relyk choys, 
pe signe of I«^ Crystw Crojrs, 

per dar no deuyl abyede : 



205 

Deaf 129.] j 



I am a choice 
relic; no 
devil can 
abide me. 



XXI. 

IT Many folk, I defende fro her foos": 
240 Oistes cros ]>i8 sawe he seyde:— 
'^Heuene gate was kei]>ed clos 

Til lambe of love now he deyede, 
It is write in tixt and glos : 
244 For Gristis deej> prophetes preyde : 
TiH lambe of love deyed and roos 
In hett pyne many folk was teyde : 
IT In })e houre of hi^est noone, 
248 pe lambe of love seide his J)0U3t — 

*Ati is foMUed j>at weft was wroujt, 
Man is oute of bondys brou^t 
And heuene dorys vndone': 



The lamb of 
love opened 
the gate of 
heaven. 



He brought 
man out of 
bonds, and 
undid 
heaven's 
doors. 



XXXIII. 

252^ And I was Cros and kepte Jxzt ^ifte 

pat ^eue was of fadres graunt, 
I was loked I schnlde vp-lifte 

Goddis sone cmd Maydenes faunt^ 
256 Noman had schelde of scrifte; 

pe deuyft stode as lyonr^ raumpaunt, 
Many folk he keighte to h^ clifte, 

Tift |>e dyntes of )>e cros gan hym adannte ; 
260irMy dede is fouude and boked, 

Aft j>e werke jwt I haue wroujte 

It was in ]>e fadr^s for^u^te, 

Lonely lady, lak me nou3te, 
^64 I dyd as I was loked. 



I, Cross, was 
ordained to 
uplift God's 
Son. 



1 MS./bilnt. 



The dints of 
the Cross 
daunted the 
devU. 
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Chrirt's blood 
chriitemnnan, 
and gives him 
loul'sheaL 



Hli blood 
bAptiMdnw 
with ita rod 



[leaf 1206.] 



XXXIV. 

In water and blood cristenyng was wroujt, 

Holy writ witnessij) it weti, 
And in ye weH of wor]>i Jiou^t, 

Man is cristened to soule hele; 268 

pe blood ]>at aH ]>e world ha]> boujt, 
. A digne cristenyng he gan me dele; 
Ciyst in cristenynge for^t me nou^t, 

Hy[s] fressche blood wban I gan fele : 272 

Mayde modir and wyne ! 

Ciystis blood jaf me bapteme^ 

Bystreke I was -with rede streme^ 

Whan I6S8U bled vpon a heme, 276 

Of cipresse and Olyue. 



Amanmoit 
be bora twice 
if he will be 
lavedon 
doomsday. 



Thy fruit had 
to be born 
twice, by thee 
and me. 



XXXV. 

IT lesvL seyde to Nichodemt^ 

But a bam be twies bom, 
Whan domesday schal blowe his bemys, 280 

He schulde lye as man lorn. 
First bore of wombe where rewj>e remys, 

Si}> Yriih font synne is schom : 
And I was cros to mann3rs quemys, 284 

I baar ]>e fmyt ]>ou here afom, 
IT For J)i beryng alone; 

But I had bom hym effce, 

Fro riche rest man had be reffce 288 

And in a lore logge lefte. 
Ay to grueche and grone. 



On account of 
thy Son, thou 
wast crowned 
queen of 
heaven. 



XXXVI. 

pou were crowned heuene queen, 

For })e bir]>en )»at Jh)u here, 
pi garlond is of gracious greene, 

Of hett Emperesse and heuene Empere: 



292 
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296 



300 



I am ]>e relyk }>at schyne]> schene. 
Men wolde wyte where I were, 

At |>e pleyn parlement I schal been, 
At domesday prestlj to pere; 

Whan god schal seye ri5t J)ere, 
*Trewly on |)ee rode tre, 
Man, I dyed for lone of ]>e ; 
Man, what hast ]H)a do for me 

To be my frendly ferel' 



I,a bright 
reIiG,iluai 
appear at 
ooonudiy. 



when God 
shall aay. 



< Man, I died 
for thee; what 
hut thou 
done for me?' 



XXXVIL 

304 IT At parlement I wil put pleynyng, 

How maydenes sone on me gan stone, 
Spere and spounge and hard naylyng, 

pe hard hede ye helme gan kerue: 
308 And I schal crye ri^tfdl kyng, 

nk man haue as ye serue, 
p® rijt schul ryse to ryche reynynge, 

Truyt and treget to helle schal tenre: 
3121[Mayde meke and myldel 

Qod took in y^ hy[s] flessch trewe, 

I bare }>i fruyt lele and newe; 

It is ri^t ye rode to Eue helpe schewe 
316 Man, woman, and chylde". 



At doomsday 
win I make 
myoomplatait. 



Eadi man 
shall then be 
rewarded 
according to 
his deserts." 



320 



XXXVIII. 

pe queen ]>us acorded mth ye Cros, 
Ajens hym spak nomore speche; 

pe lady ^af |>e cros a cosse, 

pe lady of love longe loue gan seche, 



EleaflSO.] 
Biary became 
reconciled to 
the Cross, and 
gave it a kiss. 



324 
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Bfaiyandthe 
Cnwbare 
Chrlakto 
deUTtrmaii 



IF pe queen and ]>e cros acord: 

pe queen bare first, ]>e cros aftirward, 
To fecche folk firo hdiward, 
On holy stejres to styje ypward • 
And reigne with oure lord. 



328 



AelflrkmAde 
thia stonr of 
Mary's 



But the Cnw 
WM ewrdeaf 
and dumb. 



Thbrtoxyis 

therrfore 

apocryphal. 



IT 



XXXIXL 

A clerk fourmed }>is figot^ 

Of Maries sorwe to sei^e summe, 
As he had see in scharp schour, 332 

How cristes armes were rent and rune ; 
pe cros is a colde creatour 

And euer ^it was deef and dum, 
pis tale florissched wtt^ a faire flour, 336 

pis poynt I proue apocrifum ; 
Witnesse was neuer founden 

pat euere crystis cros spak, 

Ne our^ lady leyde hym no lak, 340 

But forto dryue })e deuytt a-bak, 
Men speke of Cristes wounden. 



It is by no 
means a 
foolish story. 

It may help 
mantosedc 
mercy. 



^?ekrh. 



IT A clerk fomned })is fantasye, 

On cristes steruyng stok to stere; 

pat bare ]>e body aH blody, 

Whan de]>es dent gan hym dere, 

pis Apocrifum is no foly : 

In swich a lay dar ]>e najt dera 

pat do}>e man to seke mercy, 
Wikked werkes awey to were, 
IT In tixte ful wett is write : 

A lombe^ ha]> larged ail ]>is glose, 
Plent^speche']>er-In to prose, 
pe counseifi of ]>e cros to vnclose 

Of Maryes woo to wite. 



344 



348 



352 
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XL. 

356 IT In flesshly wede 

God gan hym hede, 

Of mylde may 
Was born to blede, 
360 As cristes crede 
SoJ>ely to say; 
On stokky stede 
He roode, men rede, 
364 In rede aray. 

Fro deuelis drede 
pat duk vs lede 
At domesday, 
368 HWhan pepil schal parte and passe 

To holy heuene and Lett J>e wode. 
Now Cristes crosse and crystes blode 
And Maries praier mylde and goode 
372 Graunte vs j)e lyfe of grace. Amen. 



God dotked 
hiniBelf in 
mortal garb. 

Of a virgin he 
waa bom. 



Herodelnred 
array on a 
stocklike 
fteed. 



[leaf 130 &.] 
May we 
through 
Christ's Cross 
and Christ's 
blood with 
Bfary's prayer 
gain the life 
of grace. 



14 
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[Royal MS. 
18 A X. leaf 

130 bJ] 



FESTIVALS OF THE CHUKCH. 



IT JDeo nosiro iocunda sit laudacio. 

IT loyeful preisyng to god oure lord 
pe sawter book bere}> record. 



The Lord is a 
householder ; 
he feasts and 
clothes his 
folk. 



It*8 no loss t3 
praise our 
Lord. . 



He feedeth 
thee with his 
flesh. 



ir 



The lord ]>at is a howsholder^ 
WttA faire festis folk he fat; 
3iuej> hem wedys hym self doJ>e were, 

On bolstre bed her balys bat ; 
Tonge gyuej) talke and stere 

To preysen hym men taken gat; 
Oure lord to preise is no ler, 

pe same help man he byhat, 

WttA hym on bedde, man, J>ou sat 
On j>e bolstre of heuene blisse. 
WitA hys fleisshe he fedi)> Y* Y^^ ^ost wel j>is, 
pi sowle schal be clad as hys 

In lyfe \ai neuermore lat. 



12 



Jesus is the 
true Son of 
God. 

Thou hast 
worn thy 
Lord's 

garments, and 
with his flesh 
thy body is 
fed. 



II. 

if Malachie witnesse ha]> gunne 16 

In hys rewle, as it is rad ; 
He seij> Jjat god is soojjfast sunne, 
And in ]>at same ]>i sowle is clad ; 
IT pi lordes wede J>an hast j>ou wonne 20 

And wttA hys fleisshe J>i goost is fed ; 
He let atame hys pyement tunne 
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To make his gode gestis glad, 
2 4 IT With a sper« of grounden gad; 
pan was founde a feli fawset, 
In J)e trie tunne it was sette, 
In cristes hert was pi3t and pette, 
28 Hys brest was al be-blad. 



Our Lord 
shed his 
blood as wine 
for his guests. 



His breast 
was broached 
likeci 
wine-tun. 



H 



32 



III. 

I haue ioye forto gest 

Of j>e lambe of love witA-oute oJ)e; 
Hjs fiesscbe is oure faire feest, 
. And curteisly he jeuej) vs cloJ>e. 



The Lamb's 
flesh is our 
foast. 



IV. 

IT Viij feestis oure lord gan dresse, 
And all be newe euery jere. 
Heuene quene and heH Emperesse, 
36 A blisful blosum ]>i bosum here ! 
IT His fleiss1& fedij> more and lease, 

And fendij> vs from feendis fere ; 
pe kirnell sprang at Cristemasse 
40 pat now is crist in a cake clere, 
IT pe preest drynkej> blessyd here, 
Qoddis blood in sacrament. 
Almyjty god omnipotent, 
44 Hys blessyd body haj> sent 

To fede hys freendys here. 



[leaf 131.] 
Our Lord 
ordained eight 
feasts. 



His flesh 
feeds all, and 
defends us 
from the 
devil. 

At Christmas 
Christ 
appears in a 
clean cake, 
and the priest 
drinks 
** blessed 
beer." 



V. 

% Cristemasse first is founde, 

Whan god was borne with beest in bynne. 
48 At newe jere cryst J>oled wounde 

And schadde hys blood for manni*^^ synne. 
pe Epiphanye is gret on grounde. 

On estre day welj>es we wynne. 



Christmas is 
the fint feast. 



1 MS. majnus. 

Epiphany is 
greaton earth. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



212 



APPINDIX. 



On 

Whitsunday 
God did 
think of 
mankind. 

The feast of 
the Trinity 
has most 
power. 



On holy l^ursdaj god sti^e ]Mit stounde. 

On witsoneday god gan mynne 
IT To ]>enke on mannys kynne, 
He sent man )>e holy goost. 
pe Trinity feest ha]> myites moost. 
In Corpus ch/risti wel J?ou woost, 

Is ioyned our^ loye with gynne. 



52 



56 



At Chiistnuu 
Mary's bird 
was bom. 



Angels sang 
a clear note in 
the sky, and 



proclaimed 
peace and 
salvation to 
man. 



VI. 

H At Cristemasse mayde Mary, 

porowe helpe of })e holy goostw heste, 60 

pi brid was bom and lay J?e by, 

Aboute boJ>e bynne and beeste. 
pe Aungels maden melody 

For ioye of cristis feeste ; 64 

A clere note ]>ei sang in |>e sky, 

Whan Isyugia sone bare fleisshly creste. 
IT Scheperdes meest and leest, 

"Ioye to god full of love," 68 

Herden })ei Aungels synge above, 
"Pes to man, j>e deuyll is drove 

Fro goddis trone in })e eest." 



ysaias 
prophete. 



prophesied of 
Mary's child. 

Deaf 131, 
back.] 



Mary is the 
rod, Jesus is 
tlie flower. 



VII. 

IT pan myjt j>e mylde may synge 
Ysaye )>e woord of }>ee ; 
pou seydest a jerd schulde sprynge 
Oute of J>e rote of lentil! lesse, 
H And schulde floure with florisschyng, 
With primeroses greet plenty ; 
In-to )>e croppe schulde come a kyng, 
pat is a lord of power and pyt^ 
H My swete sone I see. 

I am J)e 3erde, J?ou art )>e flour, 
My brid is borne by beest in boure, 



72 



76 



80 
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84 



My primerose my parainowr, 
With love I lulle j>ee. 



VIII. 

IT 3i* miyjt }>e mylde may among 
Her cradel trille to and fro, 
And syng, Osye, J)i song ! — 
88 "Dej>e, my dej>e schal )>ee slo.*' 
pe dej>e of hdft is futi strong, 

Where spirites bren in biases bio ; 
pe flessbe schal dye ]>at my sone gan fong 
92 And sle J>at dej>e for eucrmo; 
IT To belle my child schal go. 
As Osye bigan to speke, 
pou schalt museH belle cheke 
96 And hett barre ]>i hand schal breke. 
And fette frendes fro wo. 



The maiden 
might sing 
Hosea's song : 

Osyas 

" My 8011*8 
flesh Rliall die, 
and slay death 
for ever. 



Thou Bhalt 
muzzle hell's 
cheek." 



IX. 

IT Balaam tolde hys trewe ^itente. 

Of soo)>fastnesse he schewed a signe — 
100 Of lacob schulde a token be glente, 

A sterre yat schulde schewe and schyne. 



[Balaam.] 
Balaam 
prophesied of 
a Star that 
should rise 
out of Jacob. 



X. 

IT Moyses fiiiti weti he spak 

Of }>e lambe ]>at sprang of mayden clene, 
104 A white lambe, vrith senn blak 
Spotty myjt he neucre bene; 
IT He lyued with-oute lak, 

Tili a sper« hys loue gan spene, 
108 Whan lambes blood on breeste and bak, 
No boon was broke wtt^ lewes kene; 
^ pe lambe schyned fuH schene. 



[Moyses.] 
Moses spake 
of the spotless 
Lamb, not a 
bone of which 
should be 
broken. 
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MayOod 

grant that we 
may gee the 
Lamb's &ce. 



Deaf 132.] 

St. John bade 
uslive m 
charity, then 
would the 
Lamb of love 
dwell with ub. 



ir 



pat Mary lulled in louely place, 
As sche was ful futt of grace, 
To loke in j>e lambes face, 
pat si^t god leue vs sene. 

XI. 

Seint lohan wroot wij> penne, 
3if )>ou lyuest in charytd, 
pe lombe of loue lyxie)> with J?e, 
And in god ]>i goost scbal be. 

In welj?e heuene to wynne. 



112 



116 



Make a cradle 
for Christ in 
thy heart. 

Put a shirt 
and woollen 
garments 
upon a poor 
beggar. 
Yisit the 
prisoners, and 
give to the 
poor. 

With this sail 
sail into the 
bliss of 
heaven. 



XII. 

IT Make cristys cradeti of J)i herte, 120 

In bonde of love bynde hym fast, 
On a poure begger put a scherte, 

And woUen wedys J)at warm wiH last, 
To poure in prisoun j>ou schalt sterte, 124 

And 5eue J^e wrecches of J?e good j>ou hast. 
H pis seyle sette on J>i mast 

And seyle in-to j>e blisse of heuene ; 

At domesday god schal full euene 128 

Monewe J)e dedis of mcrsy seuene 

To kaytyfes j>at be cast. 



Rock thy 
cradle high 
and low ; be 
mindful of 
prosperity 
and 
misfortune. 

Wash thy soul 
as white as 
snow. 



H 



XIII. 

RokE:e j>i cradell hije and lowe, 

MirJ>e and Mischeef haue in mynde. 
In heuene is ioyned ioye Inow, 

In hell fyra and filj>e J)ou schalt fynde ; 
Whasshe J>i sowle white as snowe, 

And in J)at bed })is barn schal j>e bynde; 
In a cote, wit^-oute slow, 

Our6 lady lolled |)i leve frende. 

Man haue })is in mynde. 



132 



136 
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140 Rokke j>i cradeti aboue J)e skye, 
penk on J>e Madenys melodye, 
penk on helle stynkyng stye, 
Where goostis bren in bynde. 

XIV. 

144 IT In vitas patrum, a fader booke, 
Swiche a tale ]>€r is tolde ; 
A sinfiiti womman crist forsooke, 
Putte in dispeir vrith deuelys bolde, 
148 Sche was hent on hard hoke, 

For hete of feij> kepte sche colde, 
Till a wyse preest yrith hyr woke 
And seyde, "for J>e l6*u was solde." 



Rock thy 
cradle above 
the sky. 



Think of 
heU'8 stinking 

sty. 



Think of the 
woman of cold 
faith, who was 

[leaf 132 6.] 

caught upon 
the devil's 
hook. 



XV. 

152 IT Take ensaumple of a childe in towne, 
With mysbap his croune is craked, 
With brode lippys he bere)> boune, 
per is wepyng cmd deel awaked. 
15611 pe Norys with J>e childe doJ>e roune, 
A rede Appil sche haj? hym taked, 
And he forsake)> hys sobb3aig soune, 
And mochel myrjje J?ere is maked. 
160 IF Now sette J>i will styf stakede 
In fruyte swetter J>an any mayde, 
pow J>i synne haue hym affrayede, 
3yue hym J)i hert and he is apayede 
164 pat pere hys pees ha]> makede. 



Take example 
of a child who 
has "cracked 
his crown," 
and roars out 
lustily. 



The nurse 
soothes the 
child, and 
gives him a 
rosy apple, 
and he is 
quieted. 

Set thy desire 
upon a fruit 
sweeter than 
any that 
exists. 

Make thy 
peace with 
Christ. 



XVI. 

IT Was neuer childe so sone stille 

With pere ne with appil swete, 
As Maydens sone Jjat dyed on hill 
168 And for ]>i loue blood gan swete; 



Was never a 
child so quiet 
with pear or 
apple as the 
Maiden's Son 
that died on 
Calvary. 
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His spirit he 
yielded ap 
with "shrieks 
shrill,- 
because he 
was unwilling 
to forgo thy 
love. 

Our lady was 
dazed with 
grief for the 
death of her 
Son. 



3if hym )>i herte, with good will, 

He will nejjer grucche ne grete ; 
Hjs gooBt he ^elde with schrikes schrylle, 

So lo]>e he was )>i love to lete. 172 

Our6 lady her hede sche schette in a schete, 
And ^it lay still doted and dased, 
As a womman mapped and mased, 
Fro ri^tfuH resoun robbed cmd rased, 176 

Till fele teres gan flete. 



Oodwillbe 
easily 

reconciled to 
thee. 



He will put to 
flight all thy 
foes, and by 
charter give 
thee heaven's 
haU. 



[leaf 133.] 

God once 
made a 
charter of 
peace with a 
thief. 



XVII. 

IT pe boke seij> god aske)> lyte 

With ))ee to make a loveday; 
pi hert weye)) not half a myte 

Ageyn jje lyf j>at lasti}) ay. 
Jif hym J)at, he will not flyte, 

But flemon all })i foos away; 
He wil })e make chartre and skryte 

In heuen haH to holde )>i way. 
IT Vppon a blody bay 

A chartre of pees god made to a })ef, 
To aske mercy he was leef; 
God bad hym go wttA-oute greef, 

Into paradys forto play. 



180 



184 



188 



At this feast 
the Maiden 
kissed Christ, 
and rocked 
him to sleep. 



XVIII. 

IT Thys feest at freeste 
Godlyche gladed geste, 
Mayden cryst keste, 
And rokked hym ri3t in her reste. 



192 



Circumcisioi 
domim. 
1 MS. 

CircimeiHo, 
The tender 
flower hi the 
new year was 



XIX. 

IT At newe^erc ^e flour fill fressche, 
In holy writte I vndirstode 



196 
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IT 
200 



IT 
204 



Was corve in hys tendre flessche, 

For mannys loue he bledde hys blode. 
pe blood droppyd as dew on ryssche 

Fro })e mylde membre of })at swete fode ; 
Synne was harde, hys blood was nessche, 

To defende folk fro feendys wode. 

The lewes aboute jode 
The olde lawe to fulfiUe; 
pe childe suffride amd lay stille 
To bigge vs aH, and ]>at was skille, 

Whyle J)e olde lawe stode. 



cut, and shed 
hiB blood for 
man's love. 



Sin was hard, 
his blood was 
soft. 



The child 
suffered, and 
the old law 
was fulfilled 
to redeem us 
aU. 



XX. 

208 IT pat day his first blood he bledde, 
pat jaf man gri))e grace to haue, 
WitA a scharp flynt hys blood was schedde ; 
pat kyng was corve as a knaue, 
212 pe briddes lymes were brode spradde. 
iT On schort membre })e child was schaue, 
In lowenes was \a\, brid lad to haue 
To kepe men fro helle cave, 
216 Mannys sowle to save. 
IT Lownesse lay byne))e J>e sterres, 

To bye hys chaffare }>e child payed erres, 
Dropes rede as ripe cherrees, 
220 pat fro his flesshe ganlave. 



By this first 
blood man 
obtainei^ 
grace. 



His humUity 
saved men 
from hell's 
cave. 



Wounds and 
blood he paid 
for man. 

[leaf 133 6.] 



XXI. 

IT God cam not to fordo J>e lawe, 
Ij lawes fulfill he wolde ; 
Goddis sone was leyde ful lawe, 
224 Whan he was maydenys childe on molde. 
IT Holy writte sei}) ))is sawe, 

For mannys goost he jaf no golde; 



God came not 
to destroy, but 
to fulfil the 
law. 



For man's 
spirit he gave 
no gold. 
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He shed his 
dear blood to 
help UB to 
obtain 
heaven. 



This feast 
ought to be 
praised by all. 



Hys dere blood was oute-drawe 
To helpe vs to hys heuenes holde. 
IT pe childe lay flat vnfolde, 

pe riche prince was jjere aprised, 

He suffired to be circumcised ; 

Euery man }>at is weti avised 
pts feest prcyse he scholde. 



228 



232 



The blood 
shed by 
Christ feedeth 



XXII. 
IT Festyng vs fedde, 

pe bloode ri^t })at a brid bledde, 

Lordys and ladde 

Preyse}) J)e lord pat vs ladde ! 



236 



Epiphania 
domini. 
The kings that 
visited Christ 
made th^r 
horses run ; 
they had no 
time to stand 
BtUl. 

Many a 
hundred 
miles from 
home they 
went to seek a 
choice child. 



A maiden 
gave suck to 
God's Son ; 
the milk, 
sweeter than 
honey, ran 
down the 
child's cheek. 



xxm. 

IT The Epiphanye I preyse in prees, 
Whan J>e kyngw clenly come, 
pei made her hors rennen in rees, 240 

To stonde stille j?ei had no tome. 
IT With dromedaryes j?ei droue fro dees, 
Many a hundred myle fro home, 
To seche a childe ]>at choisly chees 244 

In maydenes blode to blome. 
% Swych a rose roos neuere in Rome, 
As ))an was clad in flesshli cloke ; 
Goddis sone a mayden soke, 248 

Milk ran by jje ohildys choke, 
Swetter pan. bony on gome. 



[leaf 134.] 
A threefold 
gift they 
brought the 
child- 
rich gold, for 
a king ; 



frankincense, 
for a priest. 



XXIV. 
IT Gold and myrre and frank ensens, 
pei brou^t to j>e born brid, 
Of riche gold one ^af hym pens, 

For richest kyng he scholde be kyd, 
per clerkis synge her sequens. 
Frank ensens per b sone hid. 



252 



256 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



APPENDIX. 



219 



A3ens ]>e fende it is defens, 

And dryue]? hym vnder daunger 1yd. 
^ And after it betyd 
260 pat god was grettest preest, 

pan was frank ensens hym nest^ 
And bitter mirrc bote is brest, 
To de})e lewes hiw chyd. 



It is a defence 
against the 
devil. 



Myrrh is a 
remedy 
against 
corruption. 



XXV. 

26411 At J>e feest of Architriclyn 

pe lord ^at bou^t vs oute of bonde, 
Turned water in-to wyn, 

porowe blessyng of hys holy honde ; 
268 I hope ^at blessyng schal be myn, 
Whan I lete lyfe in londe ; 
And gode man it schal be J^ine, 
To folwe god fast ^if J>ou fonde. 
27211 In writ I vndirstonde, 
Foure feestis faire and fre, 
Epiphanye be set on \>e, 
Epiphanye blessyd j>ou be, 
276 pou kepest man fro schonde ! 



At the 
marriage* 
feast Christ 
turned water 
into wine. 



Four feasts 
are set in 
Epiphany. 



XXVI. 

% Of fyue loves of barley greyn, 

And ij fyssches in rwle is rad, 
God made a feest faire and pleyn. 
280 V m folk j>er-wttA he fad, 
With V lovys and fysshes tweyn, 

Greet cumpany ]fer-with was gladj 
pes woordys my^t })0U sojjely seyn, 
284 pe lord of plenty \>e pepil fad ; 
% Riche relef J>ei had, 

Xij basketti« full of broke mete ; 
To preyse god we are depe in dete, 



Ood made a 
feast with five 
barley loaves 
and two small 



Twelve 
baskets of 
fragments 
remained 
after the 
feast. 
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Forget not to 
praiMOod. 



[leaf 1S4 b.] 

Never did a 
host give 
better enter- 
tainment. 

John 
baptized 
Christ in the 
Jordan. 



Pascha. 
Easter is our 
perfect food. 

It Is the best 
of aU feasts. 



Forsake yom 
. sins, or ye 
will not get 
the meat of 
mercy. 



Christ's body 
is in form of 
bread to 
destroy the 
prince of 
pride. 



To prcyse hym no man for3ete 288 

Wit^ speches gode and glad. 

XXVII. 

If Foure festys in one be set, 

By diners dayes it feti; 
But at ]>e feest of mesure met, 292 

Wyn of weAsr god wrou3t well, 
Neu6r festoiw fedde better. 

V M* folk J>an crist gan fede, 
To flum lordan ^e kyng gan fle, 296 

And lohan baj^ed hym in ]>at stede. 
IT lohan weissch his faire feti 

And crystened crist in water colde, 

Whan crist was xxx wynter olde ; 30O 

Thus iiij feesti* to-gedir folde, 

To stroye }>e fende so fell, 

XXVIII. 

If Estren is oure fill fode, 

Whan cristis flesshe freendys schal fede ; 304 
Afi festis arn fiiti gode, 

But ]>at is dou^tiest at nede ; 
We ete ^e duke ^at died on rode, 

pat aH deueles in belle drede; 308 

Forsake joure synnes wrecches wode. 

Or mete of mercy jif 30U no mede. 
^ God his blood gan schede, 

His riche ribbes weren rent all rede, 312 

For mannys love he })oled dede; 
Now is hys body in forme of brede. 

To stroye ))e prince of pride. 



The king hath 
sent four 
summonses. 



XXIX. 

IT pe kyng ha}) sent foure somouns, 
Est <md west in euery ende, 



316 
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For clerkis with clew corounes, ^^^^"^^^ 

pe mete of mercy haue in mynde ; to^SSf au to 

320 pe godspelleres wtt^ benysouTis, beg^knd 

To fest })ei bid euery freende, 
As weti beggers as barouws ; 

To goddis borde J)ei bid hem bende 
324 IT IhemB holt vp his ende, 

To defende vs with a fowle (egle) in flyjt, 
A der6 oxe Ink hajje di3t. 
Mark a Ijonn fell in fi^t, 
328 Mathew a man fal kende. 



XXX. 

^ pe Egle is frikest fowle in flye, The eagle is 

^ ® "^ ' swiftest of all 

Ouer aH fowles to wawe hys wenge; wrds. 

In J>is ensauwple lohan say eslye, dtepaJw^ 

332 As he slombrid in slepynge, ^^&. 

In goddis godhed he say full hyje, 

pe hey^tes of hys hy^e kynge. 
WitA-oute any 

ITJie rest is lacking.^ 
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11. 

[MSMisceu. HORiE DE CRUCE*. 

Liturg. 104. 
(Bodl. Libr.) 

^w.' in. or Hie incipiv/nt matutine de passione domini nostri ihesu 

Edw. II. and ...,.» 

iiabei]A(?).3 cnsti cmttphona, 

Fatris sapiencia ueritas diuina deus [<&c.] 
Veraiculus, Adoramus te criste [<&c.] 
[foLSOb.] DOmine ihesu criste filii dei uini pone passionem 

crucem et mortem tuam [<b;c.] Amen. 

[foi.51.1 Qlwete ihe^u cryst goddis sone of lyue. 

nH^ttiy*"** ^ pin * passion })in croys })in ded )>in wondes five. 

^^oL6i6.] Bc^lcl© lis houre sinful soules and |>in iugement. 

and wounds j^qu and in tyme of ded bat we ne be y-schent. 4 

preserve our j r J 

S'ttaS^o?*"^ [D]eyne to ^eue my\^]t an[d] grace to hem J>at moten 

death. lyuen. 

And to dare reste here sinnes J>ou for yyue. 

[•foL52.3 Mo holi chirche and *kyndom loue and pes ))0U sende. 

And to vs wreche sinful, lif wyt-outen ende. 8 

pat leuest kyng god and man wyt-outin endingge. 

Father, Son,: Fader and sone and holy gost to ^vUke bl[is]se us 

Ghost, bring brinSTfiTe. 

us to the °® 

bliss of 

[foi. 62 &.] -^^ primam horcrni, [&c.] 

[foi.6i.] HOra prima dominum ducunt ad pilatum. [«fec.] Ado- 
ramus te. Domine ihesu criste. 
[•foi.6i&.] At prime ihestis was y-lad pilatus by*fore. 
JwMTOied Many false witnesse on hym were i bore. 12 

before Pilate. 

* Only the Engluh parts are here given, with the beginnings of the Latin prayers, 
^. preceding them. 
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Hiifl schines were y beten hiis honden weren y bonden. JJ^^spat* 
Hiis face hy gonne on spcte lyt of heuene ))ey fonde. «ponhim. 

Ad terciam horam. amen 

[A leaf is wanting here.] 
Crucifige clamitant hora terciarum [Ac] Adoramus [te]. ffo}JJ|, 

Domine ihesu criste. 
At hondren day on wde J>e giwes gonne grede. hoiwS^^ 

16 In scbom he waa i.-wonden in purpil palle wede. STi^^rpS* 

On his schulder he bar )>e crois to j?e piningg* garment. 

Sicut oculi ancille in manibus domine sue [&c.] [foi. 67.] 

Hora sexta ihesus est cruce conclauatus r<b;c.1 Adoramus [foi.70b.] 

■rv . M . /•!.. [f0l,7l.] 

[te]. Domme ihesu cnste finj. 
At midday was ihe«w« crist y-nailed to ye rode. he ^^naued 

Bitwixe tweye J)eues he hongid for houre gode. tothecroae. 

20 For yvLv/rst of stronge pine y-fuld he was wy[})] galle. ^^^- '^ ^-^ 
Ve holi louird so god y-wrout ^er bui3t houre sinnes 

alle. 
DEus in adiutorium [<b;c.] 

Hora nona dominus ihesus expirauit [«fec.] Adoramus. [foi 76 6.] 
Domine ihesu criste filij. [foi. 77.] 

At none houre louerd cHst of Jiysse lif he wende. ^d^^ ^* 

He gradde hely ))e holi gost to his fader he sende. 
24 A knyt wit a kene spere ))erlede his syde. 

pe herye qwakede J>e soTine bi-com swart })at erer 

*schon wel wide. Deus in adiutorium [&c.]. [foi. 77 6.] 

De cruce deponitur hora uespertina fortitudo [Ac] [foi.82.j 
Adoramus te. Domine ihesu criste filij. 

At euensong he was i-nome a doun bat dere us hadde At evensong 

Jesus was 
iboUSt. taken from 

-^ the Cross. 

His mytte hys his Btreg]^ lotede in hei^e holi |)out. [foi. 82 6.] 

28 Swech dej) he under feng hele of alle wo. 

Alas J>e croune of worschepe to lowe hy leide j>o. 
COnuerte nos deus salutaris noster. [&c.] 
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[foi. 89t.] HOra completorii. datur sepulture corpus [&c.] Ado- 
CfoL90.] ramus [ie]. Domine ihesu criste. 

hou^hewia ^® ^^ y-B^ue to bcryyug ate laste tyde, 

buried. Cristes body noble hope of liue to byde. 

In oynt be was wyt aromat holi writ to fulle. 32 

Joruful meywde of his dej> bee in myne wille. Amen. 

[Then follows] 

[foi.»i.3 DOmine ne in furore tuo [&c.]. 
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Abaist, abashed, page 88, line 36. 
Abast, in bastardy, 50, 396. 
Abide, to wait for, expect, 20, 39. 
Abowe, Abouwe, Abuye, to bow 

to, 52, 53, 428. 
Ac, but, 48, 373. 
Acorde, to agree, 79, 621. 
Adaunte, to daunt, 205, 259. 
Adoure, to adore, 163. 
Adrad, Adred, afraid, 109, 40; 

137, 178. 
Adyjt, treated, 151, 40, 
Afamed, defamed, 131, 20. 
Aferd, afraid, 156. 
Affy, to trust, 127, 194. 
Afonge, to receive, 23, 44. 
Afom, before, 150, 12. 
Agaste, terrified, 48, 380, 
Aght, eight, 67, 190. 
Ai))er, A))er, each, 83, 757 j 84, 793. 
Akne, on knees, 32, 162. 
Albidene, in order, successively, 71, 

321. 
Aid, old, 93, 217. 
Alegge, allege, 136, 148. 
Alese, to deliver, 180, 77, 
Alkin, Alkins, of all kinds, 63, 

60; 119, 418. 
Allane, alone, 66, igi. 
Alonde, on land, 54, 456. 
Alonge, to long for, 23, 59. 
Aloute, to bow or bend to, 34, 200. 
Almest, almost, 30, 149. 
Ab-e, of all, 40, 273. 
Als, as, 72, 380. 
Alweldand, all-ruling, 70, 309. 
Amerueylled, astonished, 160. 
Amounti, Amounty, to amount, 

38, 39, 240. 



AmpuUe, bottle, 166. 

Amydde, amidst, 24, 71. 

An, Ane, one, 26, 97 ; 79, 617 ; 

118, 353- 
AnerJ>e, on earth, 24, 72. 
Anes, once, 71, 329. 
Anger, affliction, 64, 100. 
Angerd, troubled, 124, 84. 
Anhange, to hang up or upon, 

pret. Anheng, p.p. Anhonge, 

Anhongen, 42, 304. 
Anhansed, raised, uplifted, 48, 364. 
An hei. An heih, on high, 24, 25, 

78. 
Anoueward, Anouwarde, upward, 

24, 25, 83 ; above, 50, 51, 387, 
Ansquare, answer. 111, 109. 
Anuyd, Anuy3ed, weary, 20, 21,34. 
Aoume, to adorn, 163. 
Apertment, openly, plainly, 182, 

86. 
Apon, upon, 117, 317. 
Aprised, taken^ 218, 230. 
Ar, before, 30, 148. 
Arche, ark, 116, 315. 
Arene, to arraign, 147, 484* 
Arere, to raise, 29, 129. 
Aromat, spice, 224, 32. 
Aroum, far apart, 148, 502. 
Artou, art thou, 131, 22, 
Aserue, to deserve, 147, 478. 
Aslawe, p.p. slain, 20, 19. 
Ass, to ask, 92, 185. 
Assise, size, 80, 643. 
Aswounde, passed away, decayed, 

perished, 52, 422. 
At, to, 67, 192. 

At, Atte, that, 109, 42 ; 114, 211. 
Atame, to broach, 210, a 2. 

15 
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Aten ende, Atte ende, at end, finally, 

20, 21, 28. 
Ath, oath, 125, 114. 
Atwinne, in two, 131, 16. 
Auonge, to receive, 22, 44. 
Auote, on foot, 56, 467. 
Aw, ought, 87, 5. 
Awer, anywhere, 30, igo. 
Awonderd, astonished, 72, 365. 
Ayenst> against, 159. 
Aysylle, vinegar, 185, 105. 
A^eyn, against, 134, 86. 
A^t, owed, 110, 76. 
A^t, wealth, 110, 75. 

Bad, bade, 81, 689. 

Bald, bold, 81, 689. 

Bale, Balwe, sorrow, grief, 67, 194. 

Balk, beam, 79, 617. 

Band, bound, 125, 114. 

Baptem, baptism, 146, 443. 

Baptim, Baptyme, baptism^ 114, 
215; 166. 

Baptist, baptized, 126, 158. 

Bar, bore, 24, 74. 

Bam, a child, 70, 289. 

Barreres, barriers, 139, 247. 

Bat, amends, 210, 6. 

Batail, battle, 36, 209. 

Baundone, Baundun, power, sub- 
jection, 52, 53, 414. 

Bayne, bath, 159. 

Beault^, beauty, 167. 

Beblad, bedaubed with blood, 211, 
28. 

Bed, bade, 24, 63. 

Bed, offered, 64, 69. 

Bede, a prayer, 90, 114. 

Bede, to entreat, beseech, 22, 44 ; 
to offer, 109, 38. 

Beelde, protect, 222, 3. 

Beerynge, roaring, 140, 285. 

Begge, to build, 78, 575. 

Behelet, covered, 194, 168. 

Beie, ring, 28, 134. 

Bek, beck, stream, 82, 742. 

Belamy, good friend, 84, 804. 

Beleue, to remain, 110, 86. 

Belise, bellows, 84, 849. 



Belwe, to bellow, 145, 409. 

Berne, trumpet, 146, 449. 

Bemoyled, bedaubed, 144, 376. 

Beore, a bear, 140, 285. 

Ber, did bear, 26, 107. 

Bere, beer, 211, 41. 

Bere, bier, 44, 310. 

Bere, to roar, 215, 154. 

Beri, to bury, 72, 37 1. 

Beriing, Beryiing, burial, 79, 604 ; 

95, 285. 
Betaken, betoken, 118, 364. 
Bete, to amend, 30, 141 ; 71, 324. 
Beted, beaten, 140, 286. 
Beten, bitten, 74, 434. 
Beting, healing, 114, 273. 
Biclupt, embraced, entwined, 24, 

Bicom, became, 20, 32. 
Bidde, to entreat, 23, 44. 
Bide, delay, 113, 204. 
Bide, to abide, stop, 1 12, 1 66. 
Bidene, forthwith, 63, 41 ; 76, 

489; 92, 199. 
Bigge, to buy, redeem, 217, 206. 
BigUe, to beguile, 64, 71. 
Bigon, began, 30, 143. 
Biheold, Bihuld, behold, 24, 25, 

63, 77. 
Biheste, promise, 18, 12. 
Bihet, promised, 20, 37. 
Bihote, p.p. promised, 23, 60. 
Biliue, quickly, 80, 641. 
Billed, written, 138, 221. 
Bimene, to signify, 91, 158. 
Binne, Bynne, stall, 211, 47; 146, 

409. 
Bironne, besprinkled, 137, 173. 
Bisening, sign, token, 118, 370. 
Biset, surrounded, 34, 192. 
Bispek, Byspeek, spoke of, 32, 33, 

178. 

Biswonk, toiled for, 27, 96. 
Bisyden, beside, 43, 305. 
Bitaken, to betoken, 70, 308. 
Bite^bi^t, bent, 137, 192. 
Bitid, happened, befallen, 80, 649. 
Bitwix, betwixt, 90, 136. 
Biualle, to befall, 54, 422. 
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Bi)>enchey to bethink, 18, 13. 

Bleo, colour, 131, 8. 

Ble]>eli, blithely, 112, 160. 

Blin, to cease, 68, 212. 

Bio, blue, 134, 107. 

Blok, a block, tomb, 141, 314. 

Blome, to bloom, blossom, 1 35, 1 1 6. 

Blyne, by line, 203, 189. 

Blyue, quickly, 44, 313. 

Bobbe, to mock, 178, 54. 

Bode, bidding, 64, 76. 

Bolstre, bolster, 210, 6. 

Bon, bone, 134, 93. 

Bond, bound, 28, 132. 

Bone, petitioD, boon, 42, 291. 

Bord, tablet, 137, 188. 

Boru3, Borwh, city, 64, 55, 439. 

Bot, did bite, 135, 123. 

Bot, Bote, but, except, 34, 198 ; 63, 

51. 
Bote, medicine, remedy, 24, 68. 
Bot-if, unless, 96, 318. 
Boune, ready, prepared, obedient, 

75, 466 ; 81, 689. 
Bour, chamber, 135, 116. 
Bousomly, Buxumli, obediently, 

90,114; 108, 5. 
Brade, broad, 77, 552. 
Brastj did burst, 109, 54. 
Bra]>eli, fiercely, 109, 54. 
Brede, (i) breadth, 93, 209 ; (2) 

a board, 137, 188 ; 138, 204. 
Breid, attack, 132, 37. 
Brenne, Brin, to bum, 40, 272; 

81, 680. 
Brere, briar, 90, 133. 
Brid, young bird, 133, 74. 
Brig, Brugge, bridge, 30, 157 i 82, 

741. 
Brim, stream, 125, 108. 
Brisse, to bruise, 204, 225. 
Broche, spear, 133, 55. 
Brod, Brode, broad, 24, 73. 
Bud, behoved, 79, 617. 
Buirde, woman, 144, 381. 
Bui3t, bought, paid for, 223, 21. 
Bulde, built, 30, 146. 
Bus, behoves, 65, 127. 
By, to buy, redeem, 67, 194. 



Byforcn, before, 37, 216. 
Byhat, promiseth, 210, xo. 
Byleue, remain, 44, 324. 
Bylyue, to believe, 157, 
Bynome,p.p. taken away, 46, 331. 
Byuore, before, 36, 216 ; 56, 472. 
Byje, ring, 29, 134. 

Care, sorrow, 74, 439. 
Caroyne, corpse, 161. 
Catel, wealth, property, 112, 142. 
Chargeour, charger, dish, 136, 165. 
Chese, to choose, 40, 270; pret. 

Chees, 218, 244. 
Childer, children, 73, 398. 
Chirchen, churches, 52, 434. 
Chiuere, to shiver, 144, 386. 
Choisly, 218, 244, 
Choke, cheek, 218, 249. 
Chyd, chided, 219, 263. 
Chyned, split, cracked, 142, 329. 
Clauliche, wholly, 52, 432. 
Clath, cloth, 74, 428 ; 81, 680. 
Clepe, Clupe, to call, 20, 21, 35. 
Clergy, learning, 89, 67. 
Clething, clothing, 129, 265. 
Cleynt, clenched, 138, 205. 
Clifte, hole, 205, 258. 
Cliht, clutched, seized, 145, 410, 

427. 
Cloddre, clot, 142, 326. 
Clunge, clotted, 142, 326. 
Confermen, Confermy, to confirm, 

26, 27, 107. 
Core, chosen, 195, 194. 
Coriosly, curiously, 123, 38. 
Corone, to crown, 79, 607. 
Corown, a crowu, 78, 60 1 ; 1 30, 2 8 1 . 
Cors, body, 72, 356; 95, 291. 
Corve, carved, cut, 217, 197. 
Cos, a kiss, 147, 488. 
Couenand, covenant, 110, 79. 
Crake, to crack, 144, 388. 
Creatour, creature, 148, 503. 
Creste, covering, 212, 66. 
Cristeny, to chnsten, 42, 299. 
Crois, Croys, a cross, 34, 35, 185. 
Croise, to cross, 133, 79. 
Cromp, paw, daw, 139, 242. 
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Crop, Croppe, top, summit, 69, 2 gp. 
Croune, crown (of head), 66, 168. 
Cumand, to command, 122, 10. 
Cumbert, troubled, 196, 222. 
Gun, to know, 93, 216. 
Curnel, kernel, 26, 88. 
Cusse, to kiss (pret. Custe), 133, 
79; 134, loi. 

Dalf. {See Delve.) 

Dalt, distributed, 143, 351. 

Dare (1), 222, 6. 

Darted, uttered, 143, 364. 

Dased, 216, 174. 

Daunt, a check, rebuff, 145, 428. 

Dawes, days, 28, 118. 

Day, to die, 125, 130. 

Debruse, to bruise, 40, 264. 

Ded, dead, 26, 93 ; death, 81, 697. 

Deef, Def, Defe, deaf, 130, 300; 

148, 504. 
Deel, dole, 215, 155. 
Dees, dais, 218, 242. 
Defaute, error, 22, 53. 
Defende, to forbid, 67, 208 ; 119, 

416. 
Defoyled, defiled, 143, 370. 
Dele, to distribute, 116, 277. 
DeUt, delight, 24, 65. 
Delve, to dig (pret. Dalf, Dalve, 

p.p. Dolven, Idoluen, Idolven), 

113, 184. 
Deme, to judge, 83, 764. 
Dent. (See Dint.) 
Deol, dole, sorrow, 20, 21. 
Dep, Deop, deep, 32, 33, 172. 
Departe, to share, 143, 368. 
Deme, secret, 28, 123. 
Derworth, dear, precious, 195^ 198. 
Dete, debt, 219, 287. 
Deyt, death, 195, 180. 
DeJ>, does, 24, 72. 
Dight, Dihte. {See Dijte.) 
Dille, to hide, 108, 17. 
Dint, Dunt, Dent, blow, stroke, 

141, 296; 204, 205. 
Dispitous, cruel, 143, 371. 
Di^te (pret. Dihte, Dijte), to set in 

order, dispose, set up, treat, 50, 



51, 410; 88. 47; 123, 49; 

126, 144. 
Dom, Dome, judgment, justice, 

40, 270; 110, 70. 
Domesman, judge, 83, 764. 
Donne, dun, 144, 383. 
Doted, bereft of reason, 216, 174. 
Doute, fear, 48, 370. 
Dradde, dreaded, 54, 452. . 
Draf, refuse, 141, 298. 
Dredi, afraid, 140, 258. 
Dreint, drowned, 138, 201. 
Dreuen, driven, 68, 217. 
Dri^t, Dri3tme, lord, 109, 60; 

111, 119. 
Drof, drove, 18, 12 ; 141, 298. 
Drogh, Drou5, drew, 58, 489 ; 

62,4. 
Dros, dross, 147, 490. 
Drouknyng, swoon, 141, 309. 
Drui^e, dry, 142, 328. 
Druri, a love token, a precious 

gift, 108, 26. 
Dubbe, to deck, adorn, 127, 177. 
Dubbing, ornaments, 130, 282. 
Dude, did, 30, 140. 
Dum, Dom, dumb, 130, 300 ; 148, 

504. 
Dunted, Dinted, struck, 138, 209. 
Duyk, leader, duke, 149, 522. 
Du3ti, doughty, worthy, 109, 29. 
Dwelful, doleful, piteous, 150, 7. 

Efsone, Efbsone, again, 24, 25, 77. 
Eft, afterward, 69, 252. 
'^gg^y edge, 136, 150. 
Eghen, eyes, 64, 82. 
Ek, also, 24, 81. 
Eld, Elde, old age, 22, 43. 
Encheson, reason, 38, 238. 
Ending, death, 120, 442. 
Enioynet, enjoined, 132, 44. 
Enqueri, to enquire, 38, 241. 
Ensoynet, excused, 132, 46. 
Entent, heed, 82, 708. 
Enter, entire, 196, 229. 
Eode, went, 26, loi. 
Eor))e, Er))e, earth, 20, 21, 33. 
Er, are, 67, 188. 
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Er, previously, before, ere, 28, 1 1 1. 
Erer, before, 223, 25. 
Erode, errand, message, 22, 58. 
Erres, scars, wounds, 217, 2x8. 

{See Gloss, to Hampole's Pricke 

of Conscience.) 
Er])liche, earthly, 50, 404. 
Escrie, to cry out, 169. 
Escte, asked, 22, 57. 
Etin, a giant, 118, 359. 
Euerich, every, 22, 50. 
Euerilka, every one, 82, 721. 
Euill, sore, 85, 844. 
Eysel, Eisil, vinegar, 133, 75. 

Fa, foe, 63, 64. 

Fad, fed, 219, 280. 

Fade, feded, 66, 156. 

Falow, Falwed, withered, faded, 
66, 156; 132, 28. 

Fand, found, 64, 65. 

Fanding, temptation, 70, 288. 

Far, fare, 62, 17. 

Far, Fare, proceeding, wel&re, 80, 
637 ; 95, 283. 

Fat, feedeth, 210, 4. 

Faunt, a child, 145, 424. 

Fawset, a faucet, 211, 25. 

Fajt, fought, 118, 359. 

Fe, goods, 125, 112. 

Feble, poor, mean, 54, 458. 

Feere, fellow, companion, 147,472. 

Fel, fell, fierce, 117, 335. 

Fele, to smell, 73, 421. 

Fele, Feole, many, 216, 177 ; 132, 
50. 

Feond, enemy, 137, 185. 

Feor, far, 139, 257. 

Ferde, fearful, afraid, 121, 472. 

Ferdnes, fear, 122, 26. 

Fere, *in fkbe,' together, 74, 431 

Fere, whole, sound, 74, 436. 

Fere, to frighten, 174, 38, 

Ferlely, Ferly, marvellously, won- 
derfully, 119, 413 ; 85, 849. 

Fers, demands, 110, 98. 

Fest, feast, 220, 290. 

Festour, one who makes a feast, 
220, 294. 



Fette, Fett, fetch, 75, 485. 

Feynet, pierced (1), 132, 50. 

Fisc, fish, 32, 172. 

Flapped, struck, 176, 48. 

Flecche, 137, 179. 

Flemon, to banish, 216, 183. 

Fleoten, Flete, to flow, float, 216, 

177 j 32,33, 179. 
Flesse, flesh, 110,84. 
Fletynge, Fleotynde, floating, 32, 

33, 180. 
Flitte, to remove, 73, 391. 
Flomb, fell (?), 139, 246. 
Flum, stream, 220, 296. 
Flyte, to strive, 216, 182. 
Fodder, 133, 77. 
Fode, creature, 217, 200. 
Folfille, to fulfil (pret. Folfuld), 

19, 13; 140, 275,278. 
FoUiche, fully, 31, 146. 
Fon, foes, 36, 207. 
Fond, found, 26, 93. 
Fonge, to take, 137, 181. 
Forbed, forbade, 63, 52. 
Forbled, all covered over with 

blood, 191, 140. 
Forbrende, burnt up, 23, 50. 
Fordo, to put an end to, 70, 283. 
Fordolled, very dull, 141, 309. 
Forlete, forsake, give up, leave, 

35, 203 ; 120, 429. 
Forlore, forlorn, ruined, wholly 

lost, 21, 20. 
Formast, first, 70, 288. 
Formfader, first father, 62, i, 
Foroldet, very aged, 25, 74. 
For-swong, scourged, flogged, 194, 

169. 
Forte, until, 29, 114. 
Forward, covenant, 110, 80. 
Fot, fetched, 119, 420. 
Fouled, defiled, 132, 28. 
Foundement, foundation, 1 1 9, 39 1. 
Foundet, found (] tried), 148, 507. 
FourteJ>e, Fourtenejje, fourteenth, 

30, 31, 144. 
Fojte, fought, 62, 412. 
Fram, from, 18, 2. 
Fraudes, fraudulent, 134, 108. 
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Fray, fright, 192, 146. 
Freo, free, gracious, 131, i. 
Freond, friend, 135, 130. 
Frike, bold, 221, 329. 
Fulde, filled, 29, 120. 
Fulfilde, filled full of, 120, 426. 
Fun,Funden,found,87,3; 96,308. 
Fund, ceased (1), 120, 432. 
Fur, far, 32, 170. 
Fur, Fuir, fire, 40, 41, 273. 
Fylde, field, 139, 257. 
Fyne, to cease, 91, 150. 

Gaaf, gave, 154. 

Gttd^ goad, 211, 24. 

Gaf, gave, 168. 

Galwed, put on the gallows or 

cross, 132, 29. 
Galwes, gallows, 132, 31. 
Ghast, ghost, spirit, 71, 334. 
G-astly, spiritual, 88, 48. 
Gat, heed, 210, 8. 
Gaudes, jests, tricks, 134, 104. 
Gelte, guilt, 132, 30. 
Ger ( =» Gar), cause, 72, 371. 
Geme, diligently, 119, 423. 
Gerrard, the devil (? ^ Low Germ. 

Gh'-a/rd, a miser), 64, 71. 
Gest, talk, 211, 29. 
Gidi, giddy, foolish, 58, 495. 
Ginne, begin, 135, 113. 
Gladliche, gladly, 38, 234. 
Godhed, Godhead, 221, 333. 
Godspellere, evangelist, 221, 320. 
Gome, Goome, heed, 34, 35, 192. 
Gome, palate, gum, 218, 250. 
Gost, spirit, 138, 201. 
Graid, prepared, placed, arranged, 

arrayed, 70, 299 ; 71, 351 ; 83, 

763 ; 109, 43- 
Graithly, straight, direct, 128, 2 1 9. 
Gramed, enraged, 132, 24. 
Graue, to bury (pret. Groue, Grofe), 

79, 603; 72, 364; 108, 14 j 

89, 84. 
Grede, to roar, cry out, 223, 15; 

pret. Gradde, 223, 23. 
Gredire, Gledeire, gridiron, 58, 

69, 603. 



Greijje, to prepare, 132, 31. 
Grete, to weep, 67, 184. 
Greyd {see Graid), 198, 44. 
Grise, to be terrified, 121, 476. 
Groche, Grucche, to murmur, 74, 

443; 216,170. 
Groued, grew, 66, 154. 
Grubbe, to dig up, 94, 267, 268. 
Grundin, ground, sharpened, 110, 

91. 
Guarysshe, to heal, 165. 
Gude, good, 73, 421. 
Gudely, goodly, 71, 351. 
Gun (pi.), did, 91, 140. 
Gunfanoun, banner, 118, 384. 
Gylour, traitor, 139, 254. 
Gyn, Gynne, craft, deceit, 46, 331 ; 

96, 318. 

Ha, Habbe, to have, 18, i y 139, 

238. 
Hailse, to greet, salute, 113, 206. 
Hald, to hold, 87, 26. 
Hale, whole, 73, 403. 
Halghed, hallowed, 114, 211. 
Halwe, to hallow, 66, 486; 132,27- 
Haly, holy, 75, 481. 
Ham, them, 108, 19. 
Hame, home, 70, 297. 
Hamward, homeward, 70, 314. 
Hasteliche, Hastiliche, hastUy, 42, 

43, 299. 
Hate, hot, 86, 850. 
Hayle, to pour, 132, 39. 
Heder, hither, 62, ig. 
Heerde, a herdsman, 141, 294. 
Heght, height, 69, 256. 
Heie, Hei^e, to hie, hasten, 28, 

29, 115. 
Hele, salvation, 87, 2. 
Helm, crown (of head), 142, 321. 
Hend, hands, 71, 334. 
Henede, killed by stoning, 40, 263. 
Heng, hung, 34, 187. 
Henne, hence, 46, 335. 
Herdes, hards, tow, 81, 681. 
Herre, higher, 62, 428. 
Herting, comfort, encouragement, 

88, 40. 
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Herye, misioritien/or ErJ*, earth, 

223, 25. 
Herynge, Heiyinge, praise, 56, 57, 

480. 
Heet, a promise, 74,424; 212, 60. 
Hete, to promise, 71, 323 ; to 

assure, 89, 69. 
Heteing, a promise, 75, 464. 
Hette, Het, Hight, Hihte, Hi^t, was 

called, named, 34, 35, 193 ; 42, 

300; 109,29;promised,65,i35. 
Hidose, hideous, 96, 332. 
Hint, catch, receive, 114, 276. 
Ho, Heo, she, 110, 73 ; 131, 4. 
Hoke, hook, 215, 148. 
Honden, hands, 33, 174. 
Hondren » undem, the third hour, 

223, 15. 
Hone, delay, 109, 63. 
Honestly, worthily, 76, 529. 
Honouri, to honour, 56, 474. 
Hor, their, 32, 173. 
Hord, treasure, 136, 151. 
Horle, to hurl, 140, 284. 
Huid, Heold, held, 54, 55, 455^ 
Hulpun (pL), helped, 196, i8i. 
Hy, haste, 62, 8. 
Hy, they, 223, 29. 
Hyne, hind, paltry fellow, 50, 395. 

Ibede, entreated, 42, 291. 

Ich, 1^ 19, 8. 

Ich, each, 195, 208. 

Ichabbe, I have, 20, 21, 23. 

Ichot, I know, 44, 323. 

IchuUe, I will, 18, 8. 

Idolue, Idoluen, 42, 43, 303. {See 

Delve.) 
Iflemed, Iflemd {see Flemon), 20, 

21, 19. 
Ifuld, filled, 35, 192 ; fulfilled, 25, 

85. 
Ifynde, to find, 22, 41. 
Ignobylit^, 161. 
ILered, Iheried, praised, 18, 19, 4 ; 

46, 346. 
Iheued, had, 20, 23. 
Ihote, bidden, 28, 115. 
I-knowe, known, acqinunted, 38, 



343, 249. To be iknowe = to 

acknowledge. 
I'laced, bound, 31, 153. 
Ileie, Deye, lien, 32, 33, 181. 
Ileued {see OMeued), 20, 36. 
Heued, covered with leaves, 24, 78. 
Ilk, each ; Ilka, each one ; Ilkdele, 

each part. 
Ilk, same, 66, 147. 
lUolled, lulled, 134, 83. 
I-lome, frequently, 50, 398. 
Ilpaid, ill-pleased, 64, 73. 
Ilyke, alike, 75, 480. 
I-mete, I-meetete ( => I-meete), fit, 

of proper measure, 30, 31, 156. 
I-mored, rooted, 28, 126. 
Inogh, Inouh, Inou), enough, 20, 

21, 21 ; 69, 257. 
I-nome, p.p. taken, 39, 235. 
In-oynt, anointed, embalm^, 224, 

sa- 
l-piled, thrust, 132, 23. 
Is, them^ 46, 353. 
I-sau3, I-sayh, saw, 43, 295 ; 61, 

517. 
I-seo, I-se, to see (pret. I-sei), 28, 

124; 32, 161 ; 30, 31, 150. 
I-slawe, slain, 21, 19. 
I-somned, assembled, 38, 237. 
lualle, p.p. fallen, 54, 464. 
luelle, complete, 24, 85. 
I-weld, boiled, 68, 501. 
I-wete, I-wite, to learn, know, 28, 

131 ; 29, 132. 
Iwis, truly, 66, 480, 486. 
Iwon, trade, 26, 96. 
I^eue, given, 44, 318. 

lapyng, sport, fim, 169. 
Iom6, journey, 123, 4^. 

Easten, p.p. of Caste, 125, 119. 
Eecdie, to drive, 201, 1 15. 
Eeighte, caught, 205, 258. 
Eei]7ed, cloi9ed(?), 205, 241. 
Eei^t, drove away, 134, ip2. 
Eele, to cool, -65, 1 24. 
Eelp, scabbard (?), 140, 2S3. 
Een, Eenne, to know, qiakQ 
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known (pret. Kend), 66, 140 ; 

90, 107 ; 132, 61 ; 89, 74. 
Kende, Eynde, kind, nature, natural 

disposition, 144, 390 ; 145, 405. 
Kenyng, sign, 128, 237. 
Kerue, to cut, 136, 151. 
Kest, pret. cast, 66, 168 ; 89, 87. 
Eonne, nature, 138, 224. 
KiJ>e, to show (pret. Kid, Eud), 

80, 650; 89, 76; 121, 469. 
Knape, boy, 136, 142. 
Enaw, to know, 81, 706. 
Eowth, knew, 71, 348. 
Eued, evil one, devil, 196, 222^ 

Lad,Ladde,led,28,i22; 139,263- 
Laghe, law, 116, 296, 297. 
Lak, fault, blame, 1 48, 509. 
Lakke, to blame, 145, 432. 
Lang, long, leugth, 71, 342 ; 116, 

316. 
Langer, longer, 68, 218. 
Lappe, to wrap, 69, 261. 
Lar, Lare, lore, 64, 75. 
Largely, freely, 74, 451. 
Last, leads, 22, 48. 
Lat, ceaseth, 210, 16. 
Lat, let, 65, 104. 
Lauedi, lady, 110, 71. 
Laiise, release, 108, 4. 
Lave, to pour, 217, 220. 
Lawe, law, 217, 221. 
Lay, law, 42, 298. 
La)), loth, 108, 12. 
La^t, took, 120, 443. 
Leche, physician, 138, 217. 
Lede, people, folk, 109, 37. 
Leef, dear, fain, 216, 188. 
Leete, let, 142, 324. 
Lef, leaf, 24, 74. 
^gg^f ^ lay> 26, 89. 
Leir, lair, 200, 96. 
Lely, loyally, faithfully, 87, 10 ; 

89, 69. 
Lend, to dwell, abide, 64, 80; 

67, 174. 
Leng, longer, 46, 333. 
Lenkith, Lenth, length, 73, 393 ; 

126, 103. 



Leof (Leoue, def. and pi.), dear, 

21,36; 136, 147. 
Leone, to lean, 134, 90, 93. 
Leop, leapt, 144, 385. 
Leome, Lemy,to learn, 32, 33, 1 64. 
Leo))i, weak, feeble, 147, 483. 
Ler, loss, 210, 9* 
Lerd, learned, 96, 347. 
Lere, bare, 24, 73. 
Lere, to teach, 26, 27, 102. 
Let, delay, 66, 143. 
Lete, forsake, give up; 216, 172. 
Lett, delay, 122, 10. 
Leude, lewd, unlearned, 96, 347. 
Libbe, to live, 21, 39. 
Lift, left, 50, 391, 392. 
Ligge, to lie (Liggen, lien; 

Ligandy lying), 32, 166 ; 62, 

14; 89, 89. 
Lihtynge, Li3tinge, lightning, 46, 

47, 362. 
Like, to please, 123, 46. 
Liking, pleasure, 67, 1 74 ; 79, 608. 
Lim, Lym, limb, 20, 21, 32. 
Lite, Lyte, little, 216, i J 8. 
Lite, remission, 112, 137. 
Lith, member (of body), 67, 197. 
Loddere, knave, 146, 450. 
Logge, lodging, dwelling, 146, 458. 
Logh, laughed, 71, 329. 
Loked, Looked, ordained, devised, 

133, 67; 145, 423, 433. 
LoUe, lull, 214, 138. 
Lomb, lamb, 141, 288. 
Loren, Lome, lost, ruined, 118, 

373; 146,458. 
Lotede, lay hidden, 223, 27. 
Loud, openly, 122, 13. 
Loue, Louing, Loueing, praise, 75, 

Louerd, lord, 54, 456 (margin). 
Loute, to do obeisance to, to 

worship, 34, 198. 
LoJ?e, harm, sin, 139, 231. 
LuUe, 133, 80; 213, 84. 
Lumpy ng, heavy, 141, 311. 
Lure, loss, 135, 115. 
Lute, Luytel, little, 36,219; 37,219. 
Lu)>er, vile, 35, 183. 
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Ma, to make, 63, 63 ; Mase, make, 

95,311. 
Maister, Mayster, master, victor, 

36, 37, 212. 
Maistrie, victory, mastery, 36, 2 1 9 ; 

125, 109. 
Mankunde, mankind, 18, 2. 
Manslau^t, manslaughter, murder, 

30, 138. 
Mapped, terrified, mated, 216, 175. 
Mar, Mare, more, 113, i95« 
Mased, amazed, 216, 175. 
Maste, greatest, 114, 210. 
Maugrefe, curse. 111, 125. 
Maumet, idol, 34, 197. 
Maumetry, idolatry, 90, 122; 124, 

72. 
May, maid, 148, 514. 
Me^ one, 56, 482. 
Med, mead, meadow, 24, 66. 
Medle, to mix, 139, 233. 
Melle, to mix, 204, 220. 
Mende, amends, 119, 415. 
Mene, to recollect, 92, 175 ; to 

signify, 63, 42. 
Mene, to moan, 78, 566. 
Meneing, remembrance, 78, 590. 
Mensk, to honour, 114, 209, 212. 
Mekell, great, 64, 98. 
Men^^, Meyn^, retinue, attendants, 

73, 400; 115, 264 ; 122,4. 
Meode, mead, 139, 233. 
Merk, dark, 139, 230. 
Merk, mark, 79, 633 ; to mark, 

117, 350. 
Messagere, taessenger, 110, 68. 
Meste, most, 136, 164, 168. 
Met, measure, 79, 621 ; meet, 220, 

292. 
Mete, to measure, 30, 152. 
Meynt, mingled, 151, 31. 
Mid, with, 46, 331. 
Mikil, great, much, 114, 229. 
Milse, Milce, mercy, 18, 19, 11. 
Minne, Min, Myn, Mynne, to re- 
collect, bethink, 1 45, 4 1 1 ; 1 38, 

222; 114, 218; to talk of, 

mention, 134, 91. 
Mirknes, darkness, 93, 223. 



Mis, missing, Bi9, wrong, 66, 150, 

157. 
Misfare, misfortune, 118, 366. 
Missay, to slander. 111, 128, 130, 

131- 
Mistrowand, misbelieving, 74, 442. 
Mo, more, 28, 113. 
Mochel, much, 215, 159. 
Mode, mind, 177, 43. 
Moght, Mu^t, might, 71, 342 ; 1 10, 

81. 
Mon, man, 132, 34. 
Mon, moan, 131, 3. 
Mone, moon, 144, 384. 
Monslauht, manslaughter, 31, 138. 
More, a root, 18, 5. 
Mot, may, 38, 240. 
Moun, may, 182, 89. 
Mouwe, mockery, jest, 134, 103. 
Mow, may, 19^, i46- 
Mnche, great, ^6, 206. 
Muchedel, a great part, 36, 207. 
Mun, must, 95, 312. 
Munde, mind, 18, i. 
Murie, pleasant, 24, 64. 
Musell, to muzzle, 213, 95. 
Mustraunce, manifestation, 120, 

448. 
Mjrsuarynge, misbehaving, 50, 398. 

Na,no, 114, 257. 
Nabbe, have not, 45, 321. 
Namlich, especially, 170, 9. 
Nan, Nane, none, 68, 242 ; 118, 

368 ; Nanne (a. m.) 22, 45 ; 

Nanes, nonce, 127, 178; Na 

wijt, nought. 111, 131. 
Nas, was not, 24, 82. 
NaJ)eles, nevertheless, 44, 307. 
Neddre, serpent, 24, 75 ; 117, 335. 
Neght, to approach, 74, 435. 
Neih, Nei^, Ney, near, nigh, 20, 

21, 22. 
Neise, nose, 111, 107. 
Nele, Nule, will not, 20, 21, 22. 
Nelyn, will not, 150, 20. 
Nemil, nimble, 113, 182. 
Nempne, Nempnen, to name, 20, 

29 ; 43, 300. 
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Neo^e, nine, 28, ii8 (margin). 
Ner, nearer, 22, 56. 
Nesch, soft, 143,353; 217, aoi. 
Neuening, naming, 81, 694. 
Neuereft, never again, 22, 51. 
Neuyn, to name, 81, 688. 
Nimen, Nymen, to take, 31, 152; 

32, 169 ; pret. Nom, 18, 7. 
Nite, Nyte, to deny, 121, 473,478. 
Niye, ninth, 29, 122. 
Nobleie, nobility, splendour, 64, 

459- 
Noke, nook, notch, 119, 395. 
Nolde, would not, 20, 25. 
Nome, name, 21, 29. 
Non, noon, 44, 309. 
Norys, nurse, 215, 156. 
Note, advantage, profit, 119, 424. 
Noteful, useful, precious, 108, 23. 
Noye, to annoy, 122, 22. 
Nojjer, Nowjjer, neither, 24, 74; 

67, 184. 
Nojt for-))i, nevertheless, 121, 473. 
Nye, nine, 28, 118. 
Nyend, Nyjie, ninth, 28, 122 ; 76, 

517. 
Nuy^e, to annoy, 132, 34. 
Nywe, new, 56, 472. 

O, On, one, 28, 127, 128. 

Oblist, obliged, 126, 146. 

Obouen, above, 68, 239. 

Obout, Obut, about, 63, 40 ; 127, 
177. 

Ocupide, filled, 64, 84. 

Of-liued, = over-lived, too-long- 
lived, 21, 36. 

Of-swonk, earned by toil, 26, 96. 

Oftsi))es, ofttimes, 82, 7 24. 

Ogain, again, 62, 19. 

Omang, among, 72, 359. 

Omell, among, 90, 103. 

Onloft, aloft, 121, 466. 

Or, ere, 62, 7. 

Ord, point, 136, 149. 

Ore, mercy, 20, 21. 

Os, as, 192, 148. 

Ous, us, 18, 5. 

Outtoke, excepted, 63, 51. 



Ouercom, overcame, 36, 218. 
Ow, you, 19, 8. 
Owe, own, 30, 138. 
Owhere, everywhere, 31, 150. 
OwJ)ir, either, 126, 115. 
0]>e, oath, 139, 229. 

Pace, to pass away, 149, 524. 
Painym, Paynym, pagan, 34, 36, 

204. 
Panne, skull, 150, 11. 
Parates, = parts, 119, 397. 
Parlesy, palsy, 130, 299. 
Partie, part, 48, 373 ; pL Partise, 

114, 238. 
Pay, to please, 71, 328. 
Pensynnys, pincers, 189, 125. 
Pette, placed, put, 211, 27. 
Piningge, torment, 223, 17. 
Pinne, to festen, 131, 14. 
Pite ("Pi^t), put, 137, 190. 
Plater, platter, 137, 171. 
Piete, to plead 0), 141, 290. 
Plett, inserted, 123, 54. 
Pleynyng, complaining, 147, 473. 
Polist, polished, 79, 631. 
Ponder, dust, 66, 168. 
Pouer, poor, 110, 75. 
Pouerly, poorly, 129, 266. 
Powder, to* cast dust on, 66, 117. 
Powst6, power, 63, 55. 
Prece, press, 56, 468. 
Prees, Prese, press, 218, 238 ; 128, 

228. 
Presthede, priesthood, 117, 347. 
Prestly, quickly, 147, 467. 
Preue, Priue, secret, 123, 61 ; 92, 

182. 
Preuely, secretly, 129, 268. 
Pried, prayed, 69, 275. 
Pris, worth, value, 144, 399. 
Prout, proud, 48, 375. 
Prute, pride, 60, 386. 
Puiten, to put, 147, 473. 
PuUe, thrust, 60, 514. 
Pulte, thrust, thrust out, put, 24, 

63; 134, 100; 140, 283. 
Puruay, to make ready, 92, 208. 
Pyement, a kind of drink, 210, 22. 
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Pyne, Peyne, pain, toiment,24,25, 

87. 
Pyscyne, a fish-pool, 165. 

Qua, who, 118, 370. 
Quare, where, 108, 16. 
Quasum, whoso, 109, 31. 
Quat, what, 110, 73 ; 121, 467. 
Quatkin, of what kind, 114, 232. 
QueinteUche, Qweynteliche, neatly, 

30, 31, 151. 
Qudle, to kill, 39, 230. 
Queme, to please, satisfy, 110, 100. 
Quemus, pleasure, satisfaction, 

146, 453- 
Quen, when, 108, 9. 
Quere, where, 112, 154. 
Quert, joy, 108, 8. 
Queynt, quenched, 138, 203. 
Queyntise, craft, 48, 381. 
Que))er, whether, 120, 457. 
Quiche, which, 115, 246. 
Quiddersum, whitherso, 120, 437. 
Quilk, which, 113, 188. 
Quite, quit, 112, 140. 
Qui))erwine, enemy, 121, 483. 

Rad, read, 210, 17. 
Had, advised, 137, 174. 
Bane, touched, 113, 201. 
Eape, hasten, 135, 140. 
Ras, Ease, rose, 88, 41 ; 109, 53. 
Rathly, quickly, 84, 786, 
Raunsoun, ransom, 118, 383. 
Ra]>er, sooner, 30, 142. 
Reall, royal, 128, 226. 
Really, royally, 130, 293. 
Reche, to stretch, 147, 491. 
Red, advised, 64, 67. 
Red, counsel, 32, 166, 178. 
Rede, to advise, 131, 17. 
Rede, to tell, 108, i. 
Rees, race, 218, 240. 
Regne, to reign, 148, 498. 
Reke, vapour, fume, 94, 249. 
Relef, remainder, 218, 285. 
Releue, relief, 96, 347. 
Rem, gore, 146, 444. 
Rembnand, remnant, 84, 789. 



Remu, to remove, 77, 536. 

Remus, cries, 146, 451. 

Renne, Rinne, Ryn, to run, 135, 

140 ; 132, 47 ; 111, 122. 
Rere, to raise, 28, 129. 
Resoun, account, 93, 221. 
Reu))e, sorrow, ruth, 146, 451. 
Rew, to rue, have pity, 81, 684. 
Reyn, 48, 382. 
Riallt^, royalty, 124, 69. 
Rihtful, just, 144, 389. 
Risshe, Ryssche, rush, 110, 95; 

217, 199. 
Ri^twisnes, righteousness, 1 16,300. 
Ro, peace, 143, 358. 
Robbyng, robbery, 132, 32. 
Rod, rode, 148, 519. 
Rod, Rode, Rude, rood, cross, 42, 

304 ; 93, 227 ; pi. Roden, 42, 

303. 
Rosten, Rosti, to roast, 58, 59, 504. 
Roune, to whisper, speak gently, 

215, 156. 
Rout, company, crowd, 91, 164. 
Routhe, grief, 131, 17. 
Royame, realm, 155. 
Rugge, back, 136, 152. 
Ruit, destruction, 132, 42. 
Ryf, rife, 132, 32. 
Rynde, bark, rind, 24, 74. 
Ryot, riot, 132, 42, 

Sa, so, 112, 146. 

Sacrynge, sacrifice, 138, 218. 

Sad, firm, 137, 180. 

Sagh, saw, 109, 49. 

Saih, saw, 148, 501. 

Saint, holy. 111, 119. 

Sakles, innocent, 69, 271. 

Said, should, 89, 99. 

Samin, Samyn, together, 73, 415 ; 

128, 236. 
Sand, message, word, 82, 720; 66, 

137 ; messenger, 109, 62. 
Sare, sore, 71, 320. 
Sareness, soreness, 85, 826. 
Saueliche, safely, 54, 454. 
Saun, sown, 90, loi. 
Sawded, soldered, 77, 553. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9se 



GLOSSAEIAL INDEX. 



Scende, Schende, to hurt, ruin, 

disgrace, 42, 43, 305. 
Scerte, Schurte, a shirty 54, 55, 463. 
Schadde, shed, 211, 49. 
Schamely, shamefully, 122, 18. 
Schape, to devise, 135, 138. 
Schaping, form, 119, 405. 
Scheld, shield, 140, 259. 
Schene, bright, 74, 427. 
Schent, destroyed, 122, 18. 
Schereuen, shriveu, confessed, 195, 

204. 
Schete, to shoot, 142, 318. 
Schilde, to shield, keep off, 140, 

259- 
Scho, she, 62, 8. 
Schole, Schouele, a shovel, 42, 43, 

301. 
Schome, shame, 49, 368. 
Schonde, shame, 219, 276. 
Schop, shaped, made, 140, 259. 
Schom, scorn, 223, 16. 
Schortliche, shortly, 38, 237. 
Schrewe, wretch, wicked person, 

63, 434. 
Scrifte, shrift, 206, 256. 
Scryne, shrine, 46, 343. 
Scyne, to shine, 48, 379. 
Seace, to cease, come to an end, 

156. 
Sege, seat, 50, 387, 388. 
Sei, Seih, saw, 24, 25, 77. 
Sei, say, 143, 360. 
Seke, sick, 33, 173. 
Sekenes, sickness, 62, 11. 
Seker, sure, trusty, 76, 525. 
SelcouJ), wonderfully, 109, 43. 
Sele, bliss, 72, 381. 
Seli, blessed, happy, 20, 30 ; 138, 

207 ; simple, 54, 458. 
Selkuth, marvel, 68, 225, 228 ; 

112, 167. 
Selte, salted, 68, 506. 
Seluer, silver, 28, 132. 
Selueme, of silver, 29, 134. 
Sen, since, 78, 586. 
Senn, sin, 213, 104. 
Seo, to see, 131, 7. 
Sequens, sequences, 218, 255. 



Sere, diverse, 63, 33. 
Serk, shirt, 113, 181 ; 139, 232. 
Serkell, circle, 77, 552. 
Seruy, to serve, 44, 330. 
Serwand, servant, 126, 139. 
Serwe, sorrow, 131, 10; 143, 360. 
Serwyng, sorrow, 143, 345. 
Seue, seven, 42, 281. 
Seue)>e, seventh, 42, 282. 
Seuynd, seventh, 93, 225. 
SeJ)ing, boiling, 60, 514. 
Sei)))e, Se))j)en, Se))in, afterwards, 

subsequently, 18, 4; 21, 29; 

80, 666. 
Shaw, to show, 113, 199. 
Sicure, secure, 112, 139. 
Sigh, saw, 88, 30. 
Singud, sinned, 170, 8. 
Site, grief, dole, 63, 33. 
Siwe, Siwy, to follow, 62, 415; 

56, 468. 
Si))e, time, 121, 470. 
Skil, properly, lawfully, 146, 437 ; 

right, 217, 206, 
Skile, Skill, reason, 143, 348 ; 70, 

311 ; plan, 71, 348. 
Sklander, to slander, 81, 687. 
Skryte, writing, 216, 184. 
Sle, Slen, to slay, 30, 31, 138. 
Sleiht, craft, 134, 96. 
Slei})e, sleight, craft, 200, 109. 
Slider, slippery, 136, 157. 
Slike, such, 64, 95. 
Slo, to slay, 213, 88. 
Slod, slided, 136, 157. 
Slone, slain, 91, 143. 
SI0U5, slew, 18, 18. 
Slow Sow), a seam, 214, 137. 
Smate, smote, 115, 245. 
Smeke, smoke, 94, 250. 
Smere, Smerie, to anoint, 1 8, 1 9, 1 4. 
Smeten, smitten, 74, 433. 
Smolde, smelt, 24, 67. 
Smul, smell, 42, 294. ' 
Smulde, smelt, 26, 106. 
Sogat, so, thus, 71, 327. 
Soke, sucked, 218, 248. 
Somounce, Somouns, summons, 

38, 39, 240. 
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Sonne, sun, 144, 385. 
Soo]>fastnesse, truth, 213, 99. 
Sorowand, sorrowing, 63, 29. 
Sote, sweet, 194, 173. 
Soyle, defile, 143, 363. 
Soyned, excused, 199, 59. 
So}), truth, true, 114, 230; 42,288. 
Sojjfast, true, 133, 61. 
Soi)liche, So))ly, truly, 132, 35 ; 

148,517. 
Spede, success, 108, 2. 
Spene, 1 stop, 213, 107. 
Spille, to destroy, 44, 330. 
Spir, to enquire, 91, 168. 
Sponne, spun, 144, 387* 
Spot, blemish, 131, ig. 
Spotty, defiled, 213, 105. 
Sprong, sprang, 32, 171. 
Squa, so, 108, 16. 
Squat, bumped, 142, 319. 
Squete, sweet, 114, 223. 
Squorde, sword, 118, 362. 
Stad, placed, 118, 377. 
Stalle, manger, 133, 77 ; seat, 

throne, 124, 67. 
Stalwurthly, strong, 77, 543. 
Standen, p.p. stood, 116, 290. 
Stane, stone, 72, 371; to stone, 

81, 692. 
Stang, sting, 117, 342. 
Stanged, stung, 117, 336. 
Stap, step, 22, 52. 
Stayer, Steir, step, stair, 148, 497 ; 

134, 85. 
Stene, to stone, 41, 263. 
Step, stepped, 22, 50. 
Stepmoder, stepmother, 133, 71. 
Stere, correction, 210, 7. 
Stem, star, 123, 56. 
Sterre, star, 48, 378 ; pi. Sterren, 

56, 473. 
Sterte, to go to, visit, 214, 124. 
Sterue, to die, 147, 474. 
Steuyn, voice, 129, 249. 
Stike, to stick, 134, 85. 
Stipre, support, 135, 135. 
Sti))e, stiff, strong, 109, 36. 
Sti^e, ascended, 212, 52. 
Stokky, stock-like, 148, 518. 



Stounde, time, 18, 4. 
Stour, throe, agony, 148, 501. 
Strang, strong, 71, 341. 
Strei^t, stretched, 134, 100. 
Strenkit, strength, 87, 18. 
Stroye, to destroy, 220, 315. 
Stude, place, 24, 64. 
Stye, sty, 215, 142. 
Suld, should, 63, 44. 
Sulf, self, 24, 62. 
Sumdele, somewhat, 65, 123. 
Sunne, sin, 18, 9. 
Suote, sweet, 56, 469. 
Suotnesse, sweetness, 28, 120. 
Surded, defiled, 143, 374. 
Suth, sooth, truth, 62, 22. 
Suthfastnes, truth, 94, 256. 
Suwen, to follow, 53, 415. 
Swapped, struck, 142, 336. 
Swapte, fell down, 142, 340. 
Swarmes(?), 135, 128. 
Swart, black, 223, 25. 
Swech, such, 223, 28. 
Swelte, died, 135, 119, 127. 
Swemly, swooning, 135, 127; 201, 

140. 
Sweore, neck, 134, 100. 
Swerd, sword, 142, 336. 
Swinke, Swynke, to labour, toil, 

20, 33. 
Swith, Swi})e, very, 28, 135; 

quickly, 76, 516. 
Swonge, scourged, 142, 327. 
Swote, sweet, 24, 67. 
Swotnesse, sweetness, 29, 120. 
Swouh, faint, swoon, 135, 127. 
Swow, a swoon, 201, 140. 

Ta, to take, 80, 652. 
Tacched, attached, 143, 356. 
Tak, tack, 145, 419. 
Taken, to betoken, 117, 325. 
Takening, token, 93, 243. 
Takin, token, 95, 311. 
Tald, told, 64, 91. 
Ta^tjgave, 117,349- 
Tee, to travel, 192, 144. 
Telli, to teU, 38, 240. 
Tend, to attend, 120, 455. 
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Tene, Teone, sorrow, grief, wrath, 
18, 19, i6 ; 74, 444 ; 135, 125. 

Tent, heed, 67, 187 ; to attend, 
118, 370. 

Tere, tear, 135, 113. 

Terve ( « Sterve), to die, 207, 31 1. 

Tethe, tenth, 52, 430. 

Teye, to tie, 133, 62. 

Thar, need, 67, 184. 

Thret, threatened, 85, 829. 

Thrid, third, 84, 788. 

Thurgh, through, 65, 1 10. 

Tid, betides, 44, 329. 

Tilde, extended, 24, 80. 

Tine, Tyne, to lose. 111, 113; 
85, 822. 

Tirand, tyrant, 121, 479. 

Tite, Tyte, quickly, 81, 690, 704. 

Ti))inge, Ti]>ande, tidings, message, 
23, 58; 88,45; 112, 159. 

To-bursten, burst asunder, 1 82,37. 

To-clef, To-cloue, did cleave asun- 
der, 142, 329; 144, 376; 
pierced, 137, 172. 

To-dachud, beaten, dashed about, 
180, 65. 

To-fore, before, 154. 

Toknynge, sign, 20, 27. 

To-lachud, severely lashed, 180, 66. 

Tome, leisure, spare time, 218,241. 

Tone, taken, 93, 231. 

Tore, torn, 143, 372. 

To-riue, riven asunder, 138, 210. 

Tow, two, 125, 126 ; 201, 138. 

Toyled, rent, 143, 372. 

Traist, Trayst, trust, 126, 104; 
88, 36. 

Trau|), faith, 109, 63- 

Treget, sin, trespass, 207, 311. 

Trene ( = Strene), race, 147, 482. 

Treo, tree, 131, 2. 

Trie, choice, 143, 372. 

Trille, to rock, 213, 86. 

Tripet, trespass, 132, 4 1 ; 1 47, 480. 

Trone, throne, 122, 9. 

Trowth, belief, 67, 208. 

Truit, Truyt, wrong, 132, 41 ; 
147,480.. 

Twei, two, 20, 20. 



Twin, two, 119, 402. 
Twyjes, twice, 146, 448. 
Tyde, hour, 224, 30. 
Tynde, tine, prong, 201, 138. 

pa (pi.), the, 94, 289. 

pam, them, 62, 7. 

parmes, bowels (1 the arms), 135, 

126. 
peder, thither, 48, 373. 
pei, pei3, though, 18, 19, 11. 
pen, than, 34, 188. 
pen (ace), the, 18, 7. 
peof, thief (pi. peoues, peues), 34, 

35, 187. 
peose, these, 142, 331. 
perlede, pierced, 223, 24. 
pes, this, 36, 212. 
pethin, thence, 90, 119. 
pir, these, 64, 100. 
pis-kin, of this kind, 88, 33. 
pit, this, 172, 23. 
po, when, 20, 31. 
po (pL), the, 93, 219. 
polie, to suffer, 52, 423, 425. 
ponky, to thank, 44, 314. 
porou, poru, through, 18, 3 ; 118, 

388. 
prali, boldly, 110, 90. 
prin, three, 119, 395. 
prist, thirst, 151, 34. 
pritti, thirty, 20, 31. 
prowe, suffering, 150, 18. 
puderward, thitherward, 22, 46. 
pulke, that same, 18, 4. 

Vche, each, 141, 294. 
Vmjjink, to consider, 116, 294. 
Under-feng, received, 223, 28. 
Vnderon, undem, 82, 722. 
Vnfaine, sorry, 80, 637. 
Vnfere, sick, 115, 277. 
Vnfolde, spread out, 218, 229. 
Vnftiyled, undefiled, 131, 21. 
Vnioynet, dislocated, 142, 323. 
Vnkid, unknown, 92, 189. 
Vnne))is, scarcely, 116, 286. 
Vnquit, unpaid, 110, 85. 
Vnsely, unhappy, 116, 283. 
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Vntill, unto, 62, 5. 
Vnwor))e, unworthy, 54, 452. 
Unwrest, bad, wicked, 195, 191. 
Vp, upon, 54, 458. 
Vpbraide, abuse. 111, 136. 
Vtterest, uttermost, 69, 268. 
Vuel, evil, sickness, 24, 68. 

Vaile, to fail, 30, 149. 

Vair, fair, 24, 71. 

Valle, to fall, 48, 382. 

Vanist, vanished, 96, 333. 

Uan-wite, lack of wit, folly, 180,72. 

TJaste, fast, 28, 126. - 

Velde, filled, 28, 120. 

Velle, tofell, 30, 151. 

Uerey, true, 190, 137. 

Versch, fresh, 59, 504. 

Uerst, first, 18, 3. 

VeruorJ), far, 48, 383. 

Vet, feet, 32, 173. 

Vette, fetched, 28, 117. 

Vewe, few, 26, 97. 

Vil, vile, 32, 181. 

Vili, to defile, 34, 183. 

Vine, five, 40, 258. 

Uolueld, falfiUed, 18, 13. 

Vond, found, 22, 55; 26, 108. 

Vondi, to try, 46, 331. 

Vor, for, 22, 56. 

Uorbamde, burnt up, 22, 50 ; 58, 

506. 
Uorbrend, burnt up, 26, 92. 
Uorlet, left, 22, 49. 
Uorlore, lost, ruined, 18, 3. 
Uorolded, grown old, 24, 74. 
Uorsake, to forsake, 42, 298. 
Vorte, until, 26, loi. 
Vorte, for to, 44, 330. 
Vorward, covenant, 50, 411. 
Uorwelwed, withered, 22, 55. 
UorJ), forth, 22, 54; 38, 234. 
Uor^eue, forgiven, 30, 142. 
Vylt^, vileness, 161. 

Wa, woe, 64, 98. 
Wake, to watch, 76, 525. 
Wald, would, 94, 245. 
Walde, power, 93, 237. 



Walt, suffered, 143, 355. 
Walter, to die, 201, 132. 
Wan, Whom, which, 24, 25, 72. 
Wand, rod, 70, 303. 
Wane, quantity, 74, 447 ; 130, 299. 
Warde, care, 117, 338. 
Waried, cursed, 121, 483. 
Warisht, healed, 117, 342. 
Warlaghe, traitor, 121, 466. 
Wamist, furnished, 117, 326, 
Wate, know, 63, 42. 
Water, river, 125, 10 1. 
Wawe, to wave, 221, 330. 
Wayloway, well-a-day, 95, 306. 
Wde, ' on wde' = (1) madly, 223, 1 5. 
Wede, Weod, weed, 20, 21, 33. 
Weft, woven, enclosed, 116, 292. 
Welk, walked, 117, 337. 
Welkit, withered, 66, 163. 
Wellande, boiling, 121, 486. 
Wenge, wing, 221, 330. 
Weol))e, wealth, 145, 415. 
Weop,Wep,wept,20,2i; 142,324. 
Weopyng, weeping, 143, 355. 
Werde, world, 113, 180. 
Were, doubt, 72, 385. 
Were, to defend, 121, 490. 
Wered, Werde, drove off, 141, 297 ; 

141, 302. 
Werre, Worre, to war on, harass, 

34, 35, 194. 
Wers, worse. 111, 120. 
Wesch, Wusch, washed, 32, 33, 

173; 82,726. 
Weterly, truly, 65, 134. 
Wejt, weight, 110, 83. 
Wha, who, 78, 584. 
Whatlikere, sooner, 30, 142 

(margin). 
Whilk, which, 65, 121. 
Whon, trade, 27, 96. 
Whonne, when, 21, 38. 
Wight, active, 78, 578. 
Wikke, wicked, 133, 68. 
Wilde, would, 120, 425. 
Wilne, Wilny, to desire, 20, 34 ; 

20, 21, 36. 
Wirschip, honour, 73, 418; 
Wis, to direct, 71, 335. 
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Wisse, wise, 125, loo. 

Wit, Wite, to know, 77, 555 ; 18, 

18; to protect, 37, 213. 
Witering, knowledge, 114, 235. 
Withgane, displease, 66, 152. 
Withouten, without, 66, 148. 
Wijjerwine, enemy, 108, 4. 
Wobigon, woe-begone, 131, 6. 
Wod, mad, 38, 243. 
Wogh, woe, grief, 71, 330 ; wrong, 

116, 305. 
Woke, week, 196, 228. 
Won, to dwell, 66, 150. 
Won, (1) habitation, abode, 143, 

347. 

Won, conquered, 36, 219. 

Wond, wound, 26, 105. 

Wonder, wonderful, 50, 395. 

Wonderly, wonderfully, 144, 401. 

Wonynge, dwelling, 153, 13. 

Wordle, world, 56, 473. 

Worm, serpent, 117, 323. 

Worthly, worthy, 124, 81. 

Wor)>, are, 22, 52. 

Wounden, woundes, 40, 258. 

W0U3, Wouh, wrong, 58, 59, 490. 

Wox, grew, 28, 133. 

Wrecches, poor men, 214, 125. 

Wreche, misery, 138, 219; ven- 
geance, 30, 139. 

Wright, carpenter, 79, 616. 

Wringe, to squeeze, 138, 214. 

Wuch, which, 44, 306. 

Wun, to dwell, 96, 320. 

Wurth, to be, 95, 313. 

Wurthed, became, 90, 127. 

Wyf, woman, 132, 34. 



Wykke, 153, 15. {See Wikke.) 
Wyled, wild, 132, 25. 
Wyte, to blame, 134, g^. 

Yate, gate, 154. 
Yauf, gave, 195, 208. 
Yknowe, to know, 150, 20- 
Ymad, made, 60, 411. 
Ysinwed, sinned, 176, 50. 
Ywys, truly, 151, 32. 
Y-jeue, given, 224, 30. 

3af, gave, 33, 165. 

3are, ready, 30, 146. 

3arke, to prepare, 36, 208; 151, 

24. 
3at, 3ate, gate, 54, 466 ; 63, 31. 
5ef, gave, 32, 165. 
3eld, 3ilde, yield, pay, 140, 261 ; 

110,82. 
3elp, greedy, 140, 281. 
Jeme, heed, attention, 28, 130. 
3er, year, 20, 25. 
3erd,3erde,rod, 117,323; 212,74; 

staflP, 141, 295; pi. 3erden, rods, 

26, 98. 
3eme, 3eome, eagerly, 18, 19, 11. 
3eme, to desire, long for, 62, 26. 
3eufe, gave, 186, no. 
3he, she, 152, 56. 
3ode, went, 73, 409. 
3ollynge, yelling, 44, 315. 
3ome, diligently, 120, 431. 
3orufiil. Read 3ornful, earnest, 

224, 33. 
3ut, yet, 32, 167. 
3ymmes, gems, 46, 344. 



CORRECTIONS. 

Page 8, line ao, for their speech (counBel) i^ead it. 
Page 12, line i, for redeemed read redeemedst. 
Page 17, line 6 from bottom, for we read |)e. 
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